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EORGE M^NK^duke of 
Albermarle, the renowned re- 
ftorer of King CharJes II. to 
his crown and kingdom, was 
defcended of a family fettled fo 
"^ early as the reign of Henry III. 
at Potheridge, in Devonfliire, where he was 
born on the fixth of December, 1608. He 
was likcwife chie% educated- there by his 
•grand-iather and god-father Sir George Sraith^ 
with whom- he mo% refided. 
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He dedicated Hnfelf to arms from his 
youth, no proviiion being txpefted from his 
father Sir Thomas Monk ; who(e reduced for- ; 
tune,^ however, brought an affront upon him, 
which was refented by our' young warrior in 
iuch a fpirited manner as obliged him to enter 
into the fervice fooner than was intended ; 
which rendered it neceffary for him, when not 
quite feventeen years of age, to enter as a vo- 
lunteer under his kinfman Sir Richard Green'- 
vile, then lying >at Plymouth, and juft upon 
fetting out under lord Wimbedon, on the ill- 
concerted, aiid worfe executed, expedition ' 
again (I Spain. 

The ill fuccefs which attended our young 
volunteer's firft effay, neither damped his cou- 
rage nor changed his martial inclination ; for 
the very next year he obtained a pair of colours 
uHj^er Sir John Burroughs, in "the expedition 
to theifle of Rhee and Rochell. From hence | 
he returned at the end of that war in 1628 ; 
and the Allowing year, being juft then of 
age, he fcrved as an enfign in the Low- Coun- 
tries, firft under lord Oxford, and then under 
lord Goring, by whom he was promoted to 
the rank of captain of his own company. la 
this ftation he was concerned in feveral 
lieges and battles; and, having, in ten years 
fervice, -^y a fteady and dofe application to 
the dutieijof his profeflion, made himfelf an 
abfokite mafter of the art military, and become 
extremely ufeful to the fervice, he retired on 
a diiguft given him by the prince of Orange, 
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GEORGE MONK. j 

and returned to his native country juft on the /^ 

breaking out of the firit war between king 
Charles I. and his Scottifh fubje^s. 

The captain's reputation, backed by the 
powerful recommendations of the earl of Lei-- 
cefier and lady Carlide, procured him the rank ) 

of lieutenant- colonel in the regiment belong- - * 

ing to lord Newport ; in which poft he ferved 
in the king^s northern expeditions ; wherein ! 

what little was performed the lieutenant-colo- 
nel had an ample fh^re in ; and, perhaps, it 
was none of that prince's lead misfortunes, 
that our hero had fo fmall a portion of power 
and influence at that critical juncture. . 

The treaty commenced at Rippon, and the 
fummoning a parliament had fcarce put an end 
to the Scotch war, when the horrid Irifli re- 
bellion broke out ; to quell which, lord Lei- 
cefter vas appointed to fucceed the late earl 
of Strafford, who went with colonel Monfc 
there (that lord having raifed him to that pod 
in his own regiment) where he did fach confi-* 
derable fervice, that the lords -juft ices appointed 
him governor of Dublin ; but the parliament 
interceding, that authority was veiled in ano- 
ther ; and (bon after, the.^<5foii<;t returned to 
England with his regiiniint, along with tlie 
reft of the forces fent by the marquis of Or- 
mond, on his figning a truce with.ihe Irifli 
rebels, purfuant to the kuig's ordt^ ; which 
was done on the fifteenth of September, 1643 • 
but, on thetoloners arrival at Briftol, he was 
met by orders fent both from Ireland and Ox- 
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ford, dirediing lord Hawley, governor of 
Bridol, to fecure him till further orders. 
However, his lorddiip (on being informed of 
the unjuft fufpicions entertained . of the colo- 
nel, purely for being an officer undier the earl 
of Leicefter, who was nominated by the par- 
liaaiient to command the. forces raifed, and 
paid by them for the Irifh fervice; and from a 
fear that be might, not willingly enter into a 
war againft thofe whole pay he received ; and 
being fatisfied he had no (brt of inclination to 
fide with them) fuffered him to proceed to Ox- 
ford on his bare parole; where he fo fully 
juftified himfelf to lord Digby, the then fe« 
cretary of ftate, that he was by that nobleman 
introduced to his majefly , but his regiment 
was given jto colonel Warren, who had beea 
his m^or, ^ ^ 

In order to.make him amends for this.preci<t 
^^pit^ney, the king raifed him to the rank of 
major-general in the Iriih brigade, then com- 
manded by lord Byron,* and employed in the 
fiege of Nantwich, in Chelhire ; to which 
poS major-general Monk fpeedily repaired, 
but arrived only time enough to ihare in the 
unfortunate furprifal of that whole brigade by 
Sir Thomas Fairfax, who brought a confider- 
able body of the parliament's forces to the re- 
lief qf that place ; from whence he was fenc 
to Hull, amongft the other prifoners, and was 
in a (hort'time conveyed frojgi thence to the 
Tower of London, where he ren>4yied in cloCe 
ticonfinement till the thirteenth of November, 
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1%\6 ; when» at the follicitation of his kinr» 
]nan> lord Lifle, eldefl ion to the earl of Lei- 
cefter, who, on the marquis of Ormond's de- 
claring for the king, was made deputy of that 
kingdom, he took the covenant, engaged 
with the parliament; and agreed to accept a 
command under him in the Irifh fervice, as the 
only means to be enfarged from his tedious 
confinement. 

Lord Leicefter and the colonel fet out on 
their journey to Ireland on the twenty-eighth 
of Jaaiiary after ; but, as the marquis of Or- 
mond refttfed obedience to the orders of the 
parHament, nor would ^deliver up the city of 
Dublin to their deputy without the, king's 
command, lord Lifle and h\% forces were 
dbliftft^ to- ftctr for Cork, near which they 
landed ; but not being able to do any great 
natters, and bis lordlhip's commifllon expire- 
ing, on the fcventeenth day of April he em?* 
barked ag^n for England, together with co^^ 
lonel Monk ; who was not lon^ in a flate of 
inadlivity, having the command in chief of 
all the parliam tf^t ^j g fj g^ s in the tiorth of Ire- 
land conferred -ufii MHfc toorther with the 
regiment late colbflf^^^et's ; whereupon 
he returned for the timtf time to Ireland, and 
landed at Belfail. 

The Scots under the command of major- 
general Monroe, refufing to"^ join the EngliOi 
m the fervice of the parliament, colonel Monk 
was prevented from entering into adlion fb 
loon as he chofe ; but being joined by colonel 
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6 BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

Jones, he made large amends, and di/puted 
the pofleffion of Ulfter very warmly with Owen 
Roe O'Neal, obliging him to raife the iiege of 
Londonderry ; and by fecuring' the command 
of forage, and laying wafte the country, al- 
mofl famiihed his army. He likewife xpanaged 
fo well the tilling and improving thoie parts 
in his pofTefBon, and was fo provident in dif- 
pofing the booties from time to time brought 
in by his parties, that he made the Iriih war 
nearly maintain itfelf. Yet, notwithAandiag 
thefe fmall fucceifes, the fuperiority of the 
marquis of Ormond and lord Inchequin, at 
the bead of the Royaliils ; and the uncon- 
querable diflrull of the Scots, to whom mod 
of his garrifon of Dundalk revolted on their 
approach to that place, reduced him to the 
necefiity of entering into a treaty with that 
bold Irifh leader ; who deceiving him, he wi^s 
obliged to furrender Dundalk to lord Inche- 
quin, and return to England ; where he was 
called to an account by the parliament for hav- 
ing treated with the Iriih rebels :— an a&oot 
te never forgave. 

He was, perhaps, the more offended with 
this treatment, as he was not employed in 
the redudion of Ireland under Oliver Crom- 
well, who, all accounts agree, received c6n- 
fiderable advantage from this very treaty made 
between O'Neal and the colonel. 
' During this ina£livity, his elder brother 
dying without iffue male, the family eftate, by 
entail, devolved upon him, and he repaired 

it 
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it from the ruinous condition in which his fa- 
ther and brother had left it. 

He had fcarce fettled his private afrairs when 
he was called in to ferve againft the Scots, 
who had proclaimed king Charles II. in that 
kingdom, under Oliver Cromwell, by whom 
he was made lieutenant general of the artil- 
lery, and had a regiment given him, com- 
pnfed of iix companies taken out of Fenwick's, 
and iix out of Hailerig*s. In this poll he wa9 
extremely fervkeable to Cromwell, particu* 
latly at the famous battle of Donbar ; where 
peribnally charging and routing- Lower's regi- 
metitf he led the way to that compleat vic- 
tory there obtained by the Englifii forces. 

After this vi6lonr, the lieutenant-general 
was employed in dilperiing a body of irregu- 
lars, known, by the name of Mofs- troopers; 
and reducing Darlington, Rofwell, Broth- 
wick, and Tantallon, caftles, where they 
ufed to harbour ; he was alfo concerned in fet- 
tling the articles for the furrender of Edin* 
burgh cadle; and, being left commander in 
chief in Scotland, at the head of fix thoufand 
men, by Cromwell, when he returned to 
England, in purfait of Charles II. he befieged 
and took Sterling, and carried D«ndee by 
ftorm ; where he behaved with great cruelty, 
putting Lunfdale, the governor, and eight 
hundred men to the fword. 

Soon after this, St. Andrew's and Aberdeen 
having alfo fubmitted to him, he was feized 
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with a violent fit of illne/sj. which obliged 
him, in 1652, to have recourie to the bath 
for his recovery^ Returning from whence, he 
fet out again for Scotland, as one of the 
commiflioners for uniting that kingdoni with 
the new - eredled Enghfh commonwealth ; 
which having brought to a fuccefsful conclu- 
{ion» he returned with the others again to Lon* 
don. 

The Dutch war having now been.carried on 
for ^mt monthS) lieutenant-general Monk, 
on the death of colonel Popham, was joined 
with the. admirals Blake, and Dean in the com* 
mand at fea ; in which (ervice he had made 
his firil military eflay, as has been before re<» 
kted ; and,, on thefecondof June, 1653, he,> 
»by his fourage and condudi, contributed 
greatly to the defeat then given ta the Dutch 
fieet, and likewife to the next obtained on the 
thirty- firft of July following. 

While general Monk, and the other admi-r 
r^S) were thus tnum^phing^ over the Bation^s^ 
enemies, and encreafmg the honour X)f the 
commonwealth abroad, Cromwell was paving, 
his way. to the. fupremacy at home^^ which, oa 
the fix teen th of December, 1653, he obt^ned. 
under, tl^j^ title of protefllor. 

In this capacity he foon concluded, a peacA. 
with the Dutch, who obtained much more fa< 
vourable terms from him than what the coun<p 
cil of flate and parliament had appeared will- 
ing to grant^^ General Monk> who lay with 
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his fleet en the Dutch coafl, remonfirated fo 
warmly againft this peace, and thofe remon- 
ftrances were Co well received by Oliver's own 
(called the Little, or Barebones) parliament ; 
and Monk, on his return, was treated fo 
kindly by them, that Oliver is faid to grow 
jealous of him to that degree, that he clor 
feted him, to £nd whether he was inclined to 
any other intercft ; but, oir receiving fatisfac- 
tion from the general on this head, he not 
tmlytook him mto favour, but, on breaking 
out of frefh troubles in the north of Scotland, 
where the marquis of Athol, the earl of Glen- 
caime, major-general Middleton, ^nd feveral ' 
more of the nobility and others, had raiied 
forces on the behalf of king ChadesII. fent 
him down there commander in chief; for whick ^ 
poft he fst out in April, 1654, 

Arriving at "Leith, he fent colonel Morgan ' 
with a large detachment againfl the Royalifts ; . 
and, having affiled in proclaiming the^ protec- 
tor at Edinburgh, on the fourteenth ' of May, v 
followed himfelf with the reft oftKe' forces. 
Through the general's prudent' management,. . 
this war was finifhed by Auguft, when he ra- 
turneid from the Highlands,^ and fixed -hi^ 
abode at Dalkeith, a feat- belongin|^ to the 
countefs of Buccleughy within four or five . 
miles of Edinburgh ; where he conftantly re- 
sided during the time, which was fure year.*;-, 
that he ftayed in Scotland ; anrttfing faimfelf 
with the pleafures of a rural life, and belovedr. 
hy. the people, thoueh his government vwa« 
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more abfojute than any af their princes had 
dared to prafliie. 

The war in Scotland being pat; an end 
to thus fpeedily and happily for the prote£lor, 
he appointed a council of ftate for that part of 
bis goyemment ; confifting of the lord Brog* 
hill ; general Monk ; colonel Howard, cre- 
ated earl of Carliile after the reftoration ; co* 
lonel William Lockhart ; colonel Adrian 
Scroop ; colonel John Whetham ; and major- * 
general Deiborough ; who came to Scotland ia 
September, 165 5, and began to exercife, their 
authority, which was very extenfive. 

The majority of thefe commifRoners (three 
of whom, lord Broghill, colonel Howard, and 
colonel Whetham, were afterwards very iftftru- 
mental in the redoration) concurred with ge«. 
neral Monk in almofl every thing he propo^df 
by 'which means the government of Scotland 
dill remained chiefly in his hands ; which» 
together with his afable behaviour towards 
the better fort of all parties, made Cromwell 
begin to entertain {ome fufpiclons of him f 
and, in order to prevent his influence from 
growing too power/iil, the protedor ufed ta 
make frequent changes in the forces under his- 
commai^d, by recalling fucli regiments as were 
moil truQed by the general, and fending la 
their room thofe who were moft violent and 
yefraftory at home ; who gave him much 
trouble to bring them into order,, and make- 
them fubmit to that difcipline which he obliged 
$il under him ftridlly to obferve.. 

or 
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Nor was this diHruft entirely without fome 
appearance of foundation. It is certain tliat 
the king Entertained good hopes of him, and 
to that purpofe wrote to him from Colen on 
the twelfth of A uguft, 1655. However, the 
general made no fcruple of difcovering every 
Hep taken by the Cavaliers which came to his 
knowledge, even to the fending the prdtedlor 
this letter, and joined in promoting addrefTes 
to him from the army in Scotland ; one of 
which was moftgracioufly received by the pro- 
tedlor on the nineteenth of March, 1657 ; and 
the fame year he received a fummons to Oli- 
ver's houfe of lords. 

About this time George, fecond fon of ge- 
Deraf Monk died in. his inf9i;icy, which was a 
great aifliftion to hisfaiher^ who wasdoatingly 
fond' of him. From this period, to the death of 
Oliver, the general maintained Scotland in fub- 
jeftion, and lived free from all difturbance, not 
intermeddling further with the mad politicks 
of thofe times, than to put what orders he re^ 
ceived from England punftually into execu- 
tion ; in purfuance of which plan he pro- 
claimed Richard Cromwell prote^lor there 
after his father's death, Richaid having dif- 
patched Dr. (afterwards Sir Thomas) Clarges 
then commifTipner of the Scotch and Irifh 
forces, whofe fifler the general had fome time 
hciore owned for his wife, with letters to him -, 
to which he returned a fuitable and refped- 
ful, anfwer, aiming only at f curing his own 
'eommand ; at the fame time joining with the 

' B 6 reft. 
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Ticftofthe officers and army under his com •< 
mandy. in an addrefs tt> the new protestor,, 
whofe power he might eafily forelee would, 
have buc a (hort date, it having been his opi- 
nion that Oliver, - had he lived much* longer, 
would icarce have been able to preferve him^ 
felf in his ilation. And indeed Cromwell be- 
gan to he appreheniive of that great altera- 
tion which hapgened in the government, and. 
'fearful that the general was deeply engaged in 
thofe meafures which procured it ; if we may 
j^udge from a letter wrote' by him to general 
Monk but a little before his death, to which 
was added the following remarkable poll- 
fcript : 

<* There be that tell me, that there is a. 
certain cunning fellow in. Scotland, called 
GeoigeMonk, who is (aid to lie in wait there, 
to introduce Charles Stuart. I pray you to 
ufe your diligence to apprehend him and fend, 
him to me." 

However, as Clarges had informed blm». 
by Richard's order, that his late, father had 
exprefly charged him to do nothing without 
his advice, the general recommended to him . 
to encourage a learned, pious,, moderate mi- 
ni dry in the church ; to permit no councils 
of officers, a liberty they had too often abufed ; . 
to call a parliament, and to endeavour to be 
xxiafier of the army. 

k is well known a parliament was called. 
by Richard Cromwell ; and, alip, that, bjf 
d^ divi£ons arifing in the upper-houfe therer 
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of; which rpread their influence over the army. 
Ice was ^n obliged to diOTolve it. 

The general receiving advice of< thefe. 
tranfadiions, and of the depoiitioas of Ri« 
chard, readily abandoned him he had fo lately 
proclaimed.; and his brother in law being 
again fent to him from- the rurop-parliameotf 
on their redoration, he acquiefcfid in all they 
had done, as the fureft way to preferve his 
awn command, only by recommending Ri- 
chard to their. favour.; and, with his officers^ 
figned the engagement ag^nft Charles Stuact, 
or any other ungle perfbn, being admitted to 
the government. . But, . when their committee, 
confiding often perfons, began, on the infor* 
ination of Peiribn.and Mafon, two republicaa 
colonels in his army,, to make confiderable al- 
terations therein, by calhiering of thofe oiHcera 
in whom he moft. confided^ of which his 
brother-in-law, Clarges^ gave.. him. informa* 
tion; he wrote a letter to the hoafe, complaining 
of this treatment in (b warm a flile, at the 
fame time engaging for the fidelity of his of* 
ficers, that they oraered their committee not 
to proceed farther .therein till the general him« 
felf was confulted. 

The Royalifts were- (Kr from. '.being idle ia 
this jundlure ; there had been SL kind of fe« 
cret committee of that party, STot managing 
affairs in behalf of the crown, ever £nce the 
death of Charles I. among whom was the ion 
of .Sirjobn Greeovil^^.our general's kinfman, 

who 
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who had .lately given a very good living in 
Cornwall to Mr. Nicholas Monk, his brother; . 
and Sir John receiving at this time two letters 
from King Charles II. then at BrulTels, one 
direded to himfelf, and the other to thi^ ge- . 
aeral, together with a private commifHon to 
treat with the latter, the fuecefs of that over- ' 
tare ended, as is well known, in the reflora* 
tion of the king. 

♦ On the eighth of May, the general affifted 
at the proclamation of king Charles II. and^ 
having received advice by Sir Thomas Clarges, 
that his majefty intended to land at Dover, on 
the twenty-eighth, the general fe^outfor that 
place, being the fame day the king embarked 
fbr Holland'; and, lying at Rochefler that 
night, arrived the next day at^Dover, where 
ihe king landed en the twenty- fifth. 

The interview between the king and the 
general, was conformable to every one's ex- 
pectation, fftll of duty on one fide, and favoqr 
and efteem on the ot^er ; the king permitting 
the general to ride in his coach two miles out 
of the town ; when his majelly took borfe, 
and, witli general Monk on his left hand, and 
his two brothers on his right, proceeded to 
Canterbury^ where he confeired the order of 
the garter on general Monk, the dukes of 
York and Glouceller invefling him with the 
honourable badges ©f that dignity. 

From Canterbury the king removed to Ro- 
•hefter, where he lay on Monday the twenty- 
^ghth;. aild the next mornings being hia^^ 

birth*- 
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birth-day, fet out for Black-Heath to review 
the army which the general had caufed to be 
drawn up there ; and from thence proceeded 
to his capital, into which he made his public 
entry with much magnificence. ^ 

General Monk was now fworn one of the 
privy-council, made mafter of the horfc, and 
one of the gentlemen of the bed-chamber, 
and had apartments in the Cock-pit, and was 
in a little time made firft lord-commiffioner df 
the Treafury ; and, in about a month after- 
wards, was created a peer, being made baron 
Monk of Potheridge, Beauchamp, and Tees, 
carl of Torrington, and duke of Albermarle^ 
with a grant of feven thoufand pounds a year, 
^ftate of inheritance, befides other penfions ; 
and received a very peculiar acknowledgment 
of regard on being thus called to the peerage, 
alinoft the whole houfe of commons attending 
him to the Vary door of the houfe of lords j 
and we are told, that Sir Edward Nicholas 
feid, That the induftry and fervice, which the 
duke of Albermarle hacf paid to the crown 
fince the king's reftoration, without refledting * 
npon his fervice before, deferved all the favour 
and bounty which his majefty had been pleafed . 
to confer upon him. 
' In O^^ober^ the^ duke was made one of the • 
commiffioners for trying the Regicides, and 
a6led accordingly under it,^ but obferved great 
moderation. Soon after,^ his grace was made 
lord-lieutenant of the counties of Devonlhire- 
and MiddlefeXy. and of the borough of Souths 

wark;^ 
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wat4cj and the parliament voting the difbancf- 
ing of the army, the duke joined very heartily 
with lord-chancellor Hyde in promoting that 
ftep ; and took great pains, by changing of 
officers, to bring it to be fubmitted to quietly; 
in which he fucceeded, all but his own Iregi- 
ment of foot, and a new raifed regiment of 
. horfe for the king's ^uard, being paid off and 
difmifTed ; as fbme time before had beea the 
- commiffioners from Scotland, by a letter from 
the duke of Albermarle, Signifying to them» 
that it was the king's pleafurc, not to have 
them intermeddle any more in the government 
of that kingdom. 

In January following, while the king was 
accompanying his mother and £ner on their 
return to France, the duke was employed at 
London in quelling an infurre^ion made by 
fome Fifth-monarchy men, under one Venner, 
a wine-cooper ; who were with fohne difficulty 
reduced by-ihe dukie of Albermarle's regi- 
ment, after repuliing fome detachments of the 
city militia and the new-raifed horie. This 
gave rife to a propofal for keeping up (land- 
ing- forces; but the duke was avcrfe thereto, 
faying, That his endeavouring to continue 
any part of the army would be liable to fo 
much mifinterpretation, th^t he would by ho 

I means appear in it. 

On the twefity-fecond of April, 1661, the 
duke, as mafter of the horfe, attended , the 
king in his proCeffion, leading th^ horle of 

] 'Mtt, from the TOwcr to White-hall; ana 

the^ 
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liie next day Gorried the fceptre and dove, and 
was one of the fupporters of the canopy 
doring the royal andlion at the coronation ; 
after which,, he and the dnke of Buckingham 
did homage for themfelves and< the tq&. of their 
degree. 

In the latter part of this year he was attacked 
with a dangerous ilinefs, from which he was 
recovered by the kingVphyfician, Sir Robert 
Frafer. After this, every thing being in full 
peace, he enjoyed himielf for fome time in re- 
tirement, till, on the breaking out of the firft 
Dutch war, under Charles IL in 1664, he 
was, by his royal highnefs the duke of York, 
who commanded the fleet, intruded with the 
care of the Admiralty, receiving at the fame ' 
time a very obliging letter from his royal high- 
nefs. 

The plagtte broke out in tonJbn the rmc- 
year 5 and the king removing from thence to 
Oxford, the duke of Albermarle's vigilance 
and adivity made his majedy regard him as 
the fitted: nobleman to entrufl with the care of 
his capital city in that time of imminent dan- 
ger and diflrefs; which additional burthen he- 
chearfully underwent, and was greatly affifted 
therein by the archbiihop of Canterbury and 
the earl of Craven. About Michaelmas, th© 
king fent for him to Oxford, whither he went' 
poft, and, on his arrival, found his majefty 
had appointed prince Rupert and himfelf joint 
aulmirals for the enfuing year 5 which danger- 
Qus poll, though many of his friends diifuaded 

him,. 
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hitn, he readily accepted, and immedfatelf 
fet himfdf diligently about bis new employ- 
ment ; wherein all the care of finifhing thofe 
new fhips which were on the flocks, repairing 
the old ones, which had been much damaged 
in an adion with the Dutch that fummer, a^ic<- 
tualling and maning the whole fleet, fell chiefly 
to his lot ; and was fo effedually and expedi- 
tioufly purfued by him, the Teamen ofllering in 
crowds CO the fervice, becaufe they faid they 
were fure that honed George, as they com« 
XBonlv called him, would fee them well fed 
and jufl:ly paid, that, on the twenty- third of 
April, f666, the prince and he took their 
leaves of the king, ahd repaired on board the 
fleet ; where thfe former hoilled his flag, hav- 
ing Sir George Afcough under him, as admi^ 
rai of the white, on board the Royal James j 
iXid the latter, as admiral of the red, on board 
the Royal Charles. 

The particulars of his bravery againft the 
Dutch in this ftation are properly the fubjedi 
of general hiftory, to which therefofe we re- 
fer. He returned home in the beginning of 
September, and lay with the fleet at anchor ia 
the bay of St. Helen's, near Spithead. 

During that interval, broke out the terrible 
fire in London ; vvhich beginning on the (c- 
cond of September, .1666, burned with un- 
parallelled fury for thf«e days, and laid the 
greaicft part of the city ih-afhes. This unex- 
peded accident immedlsteljc. occafioned the 
duke of Alberniarle to pe. recalled from, the 

fleet, 
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fleet, to affid: in quieting the' minds t)f th« 
people, who expreiTed their affedion and 
eileeai fpr him, by crying out publicly, a& he 
paiTed through the ruined Greets, That, if hi9 

trace had been there,' the ^ty had not been 
urnt. 

The earl of Southampton dying on the fix* 
teenth of May, 1667, hi? majefty, after the 
peace, put the Treafury in commiffion, at the 
head ot which was again placed his grace the 
duke of Albermarle. This was the laH tefH* 
mony of the royal favour his grace received ; ^ . 
for being now in the fixtieth year of his age, 
the many hardihips and fatigues he had under- 
gone in a military life, began to fhake his 
conditution, hitherto remarkable healthy, be 
being about this time attacked with a dropfy, 
tJtiQ &rA fymptoms of which were too much 
negleded. 

In this declining condition he withdrew ^_ ^^^ 
public bufinefs, as much as his poll and ..««^ 
ttate of affairs would permit^ and retired to his 
feat at Newhall in the county of Eflex; where 
he was prevailed upon, by the importunity of 
his friends, to try a pill then in vogue, being 
a preparation of one Dr. Sermon^ of Briftol, 
who had formerly ferved under his grace as a 
common foldier; from which he at lirft re- 
ceived fuch confiderable relief, that, towards . 
the latter end of the year, he returned t# 
town : but foon after falling into a relapie, 
with the addition of an adhmadc complaint, 
he fet about iinifhing the iaft g<;i^at- temporal 

• affair, • ^ 
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affair, the marriage of his* onlyTon with the 
lady'Elizabeth, eldeft daughter to Henry, earl 
of Ogle, only fon to Charles, the then duke 
of NewcafUe ; which being fettled, the nap- 
tial ceremony was performed in his own cham- 
ber, on the thirtieth of December, 1669 ; 
and on the third of January, foar days after. 
He died, fitting in his chair, without a (ingle 
groan. 

Thusf in the entrance ofv the fixty-fccond 
year of his life, died this noble and valiant * 
commander,^ (for, whatever difputes there 
have been about liis civil capacity, his mili- 
tary (kill or courage were never called in q.uef- 
tion) beloved by moft, admired by many, and- 
envied but by few*. 
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THE antieat and genteel family of the 
•Hydcs was originally of Northbury, in 
CheCbire ; a branch of which fettling at Guf- 
fage St. Michael, in the county of Dorfet, Mr, 
Lawrence Hjrde, of that place, being the fa- 
ther of ieveral children, his third fon was 
Henry Hyde, of Pyrton, in the coanty of 
Wilts, the father ♦(by Mary, his wife, tb^ 
daoehter and heir of Mr. Edward Langford, 
of Tunbridge, in the fame county) of our Mr, 
Edward Hyd^, who was born at Dinton, near 
Hindon, in Wilt(hire, on the fixteenth of Fe« 
. bruary, or thereabouts, in the year 1608. 
He was very carefully educated in gramm^U^ 
learning in his youth; fbon difcovered the 
.pregnancy of his parts and elevated genius, 
and in Lent term* ^ 1622, became a ftudent of 
Magdalen hall, in' the univerfity of Oxford ; 
where having applied himfelf to indefatigable 
ftudy, and highly improved his natural en- 
dowments with accademical learning ; he 
removed from thence after he had taken the 
degree of batchelor of arts to the Middle- 
Temple; where he fiudied die law for feveral 

years. 
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years, and attained to an uncommon perfe£li9!i 
in tbat honourable profeffion. 

Mr. Hyde made (o confiderable a figure in 
bis profeffion, by^ the year 1^33, '|Mh the 
gentlemen of the inns of court, havj^(greed 
to entertain the king ahd royal family with a 
« mafque, the better to tffcA it, refolved to 
choofe two members out of each houfe whom 
they thought bed qualified to carry on that af- 
fair, that he and Mr. Whitlock were chofen for 
the Inner-Temple. 

. There is nothing memorable concerning this 
gentleman from hence forward till the meeting 
of a parliament in April, 1640, after an inter- 
val of feven years, wherein he had the honour 
to ferve the firft time as a member for Wooten- 
Baifet, m his native country. His abilities 
* were foon difcovered by the great and leading 
men of that houfe; and he (hewed himfelf, 
through the courfe of the fitting of that par- 
liament, a good and even patriot, wholly 
intent upon the welfare and tranquility of 
the nation, then in no (mall ferment upon many 
occafions. 

But, though this parliament was (b abruptly 
didblved, to the great grief and difappoint- 
ment of Mr. Hyde; and all good men ; the 
king and kingdom, as things Soodj^ could not 
long remain without another ; which met the 
third of November following, and wherein 
Mr. Hyde ferved for the town of Saltafh in 
Cornwall. His abilities begun now to be very 
,. . ' ^ much 
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moch taken nodce of, and he was employed 
ia feveral committees to examine* and give 
their opinions to the kouie concerning diyeri 
grievances.; and when, from the importunity 
of the ^otch commiffionersy now in treaty, 
to get money, fomeof the leading men feemed 
in de/pair of being able to borrow more, for 
that the city war difheartened to fee no delin- 
quents brought yet to juilice ; and therefore, 
that none coald be expeAed from thence till 
(bme advance was made to thofe longed for 
ends ; Mr. Hyde flood up, and faid, tie did 
not think the thing fo difficnlt as was pre- 
tended ; that no man lent his money who was 
not a gainer by it ; that there, was money 
enough to be had ; and he did not doubt but 
if a fmall committee from the hoofe was ient 
to confer in the name of the houie, with thofe 
who were reputed to be monied men, they 
might prevail for as much as would ferve the 
prefent exigence. Whereupon the houle named 
him, Mr. Capet, Sir John Strangeways, and 
iive or fix more, who repaired into the city ; 
and, after they had fpoken together with four 
or five eminent men, of wifdom and fbbriety, 
as well as ability to lend, they agreed to divide 
themfelves, . and confer feparately with their 
particular acquaintance upon the fame fab^ 
jedl. 

Many men chufing rather to lend jtlieir mo* 
ney than be. thought to have'ltiVand being 
very cautious in their expreffion8,.^^ee€pt in 
private, they found, when they, h^l ,ig^n. 

commu- 
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communicated togedier, that the bufinefs was 
very eafy, every man with whom they had 
conferred being willing to lend upon their fe- 
curity who had piopofed it : and Mr. Hyde 
the next day reported the faccefs of their em- 
ploy ment, and then enlarged upon the tern- 
• per they found the city to be in^ upon the 
authority of thoie who might reafonably be 
fttppoTed to knowit beft. That indeed it was 
much concerned to fee two armies maintained 
at ib vaft a charge, within the bowels of ^he 
kingdom ; and, that they who were able to 
make good what they promifed, had readily 
engaged, if'a peremptory day was ailigned for 
being rid of thofe armies, there (hould be no 
want of money to difcharge tbem. 

The major pare of the houfe received this 
report with great applaufe; and Mr. Hyde 
was no ]€& aSive and ferviceable to his coun- 
try, in endeavouring to take away the court of 
York, of which the earl of Strafford had for 
' .ibme years been preiident* 

The commons in a committee h&ving taken 
the fame into coniideration, Mr. Hyde, the 
chairman, then reported the cafe ; and there- 
upon it was refolved, that the commiilions and 
in(lru£tions, wherel^ the preiident and council 
in the north exercifed a jurifdidion, was ille- - 
gal both in creation and execution, and that 
it was unprofitable to his majefty, and incon- 
veniefit and grievous to his fubje^s in thofe 
parts. Mr. Hyde thereupon being appointed 
to sOAnage the confei^ence with the lords, 

touching 
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toaching tlie faoiie court, he made a mofi: 
learned and eloquent fpeech upon that occa- 
£on. 

But, though Mr, Hyde was as wifllng to 
•proceed as any body in redrefiing the griev- 
ances of the nation, lie was, on the other 
hand, as watchful for the fecurity of the efla- 
blifhed church, now begun to be Uruck at ; 
•and a ihort bill being brought in to 4ake 
away the biihops votes in parlimnent, and to 
l^ve them . oitt in all commiBions of the 
j}eace, or any thing that had relation to tem- 
poral affairs ; he was very earneft for the 
throwing it out, and faid. That, from the 
'time that parliaments begun, bifhops had al- 
•nvays been a part of it : that, if 'they were 
"taken out, there was no body lefl to repre- 
ient the clergy ;. which would Introduce ano- 
ther piece of injuHice, no other part of , the 
kingdom coctld com|5lain xff ; who, being all 
reprefented in parliament, were. bound to fub- 
:SDit-to whatever was enaded there, becaufe it; 
vwas upon the matter of their own coufent ; 
-whereas, if the bill was carried, there wab 
no body left to reprefent the clergy, and yex 
they mufl be bound by their own determina- 
tion. 

When he had done, the lora Falkland, 
Who always fat next to him, (which was io 
much obferved, that, if they came not in to^ 
gether, as they ufually did, every body left the 
place for him that was abfe4^.^ flood up; and 
declaring he was of another, ^iii ion, many of 
<he hou& were Wonderfiilly plbafed to fee tlie 

VoL.vir. c two 
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two infeparable friends divided in To import* 

ant a point, that they could not reftrain fiom |B 

a kind of rejoicing ; and the more, becauie '^^ 

they faw Mr, Hyde much furprized, as indeed m^ 

he was, having never difcovered the leaii in- •»?• 



clination in the other towards fuch a compli- j 
ance; and therefore, they flattered then^felves, * 
that they might, in time, work the lor J Falk- 
land to a further compliance with them; but 
therein they found themfelves much millaken. 

The earl of Strafford's trial was now de- 
pending; and, how warm foever Mr. Hyjde 
appeared againft 'that noble lord, as he had 
been prefident of the council in the north, 
yet being fully convinced in mind'that the earl 
had committed no crimes of (late which by 
law could afFedt'his life, Tje'negledled no op- 
portunities to fave hinri. 

We need not here recount the carles unhap'^ 
py fate ; attainted he was, and beheaded : but 
though thofe who were fuppofed to favour 
him, either of lords or commons, were branded 
with the name of StrafFordians, and betrayers 
of their country, and that a lift of them was 
polled up at the corner of the wall of Sir 
William Brunkard's houfe, fn the Old Palace- 
yard, in Wellmin'fler, yet, fuch was the fa- 
gacity and caution of Mr, Hyde, in his con- 
dudl about this unhappy affair, that he was. 
not included amdngft them, • 

The king being now on his return from 
Scotland, and the commons having prepared 
a remonllfance of the ilJegal practices fince 
the beginning of his reign, it admitted of 

many 
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tnany warm and fliarp debates before it could 
be carried in the affirmative; but then Mr. 
.Hambden moving for ao order for the prefent 
priming of it, Mr. Hyde, as foon as the mo- 
tion was made, fald» fomewhat warmly, He 
believed it was not lawful to print it before it 
was i'gpt up to the houfe of peers for their 
concurrence, ajid feared it m'ght be mifchiev- 
oas in the eSeOi ; and therefore deli red, if 
the queilion, when it was put, ihou)d be cnr- 
ried in tfaeaffirm^ve, he might have- leave to 
enter his proteftation. 

This was relented very much ; and two days 

after, after long add warm debates, they 01;- 

.deivd^ that he fhould be fent to rhe Tower ; 

die wann men among them urging earnedly 

. that. he flionld. be expelled the. houfe : but, at 

]afl,..they-w«re content with his commitjjperrt 

.to the Tower ; from whence- he .vyas in a kw 

days relea&d, and fat in the houfe. The 

parties and animofities ran ib high, thai this is 

all the^vonr Mr.Hyde received, little confi- 

:ikrattQn being had. to his, fervices performed 

.bnt.very little befiire this agaiaft jthofe barons 

of tiw £xcKeq.i]er.^o had. given. tli^ir 9piiu 

ons in favoqr a£ flrip':m<>n€^V ?[nd jntj^er but 

.toQ^arbitrary proceednige of thQk times. , 

TJHBgs; in.^4f ihort.whilj* ajfcer coming jto 
extremities between iJjip:kiT^g aifcj pacliamciu, 
iMr. Hyde continued iCribe hpu(^ as long ijs 
.he Iwdaaiy jjro^jei^ttf jejeiiiig.the i>.ing feivice; 
and theh:retirbg;tP3iMs,utnajeily j^^ ,Yc^'^, he 
*was plcsJkJi (Qi|;offifer-up9a,^m rii^/hpri^w^Qf 
. :; . i ' C 2 ' kilighr- 
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Scnicrhthood,^ and make him chanceUor of the 
Exchequer. 

He SLttendtd hk majefty to Nottingham, 
-where hefet ap his ftandard, in Aug^ft, 1642 ; 
4)ut being a nan of the gown> and not of the 
fwordy we hear H«tk of him in the courfe of 
the civil- war, till the tieaty atUxbddge in 
7644, at which he was one of the commilGon* 
^rs for the king ; whepe he fhewed him&if m 
a Arenuous aflertor of the king's right to the 
militia; and vindicated the king's coundl 
from any mifmanagement ixi reference to the 
affairs of Is^land, with 'wkicJi the parliament 
charged theml. 

The treaty being broken of^ and the crod 
^ar going oa. Sir Edward Hyde's province, 
^r feme time, was to attend the prince of 
^ales in the welt $ irom wheooe he after- 
wards went fo Jerfcy, where he fpcnt a year 
and an half, chiefly in conpiling The Hiftory 
of the Civil- War; and from wheQCe» in 1648, 
iie p^ed over into France, to attend the 
prince theve, who, not long after, had tlie 
title, thou|fh ^ot the power, of king, npoa 
the barbarous miurder of his father ; and Sir 
^ward fettling fometitne after widi his fa- 
mily at Antwerp, the king thought fit to fend 
^im and ^e lord Cottington upon a joint-am- 
baffy in«> €paifl« to renew^lhp aUiance be- 
tween the two crowns. 

Their reception and enconnagement 9t &ft 
were pretty tollerable, but the tranqniitity they 
enjoyed wa$ fooa ovcr/by ih© amvAl of a 

fquadroa 
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i^uadron of the parliameDt's fleet on the coaft 
of Spain, which frightened the Spani(h tourif 
from all the fceming affection they had for thef 
loyal caufe. Thfsy together with the murder 
6§ Akhzxsty the parliament's agent, by feme 
Engliih and Irilh ruffians, together with the 
news of the defeat of the king's army in Scot- 
land, by Cromwell, made the Spaniiardshear^ 
4iiy deliTOus they ihould be gone. 
• Sir Edward Hyde, in his paflage through 
Fraoce te Antwerp, waited upon, and wat 
very gracioufly received by, the qoeen-rno- 
fher ; and in vaiji ewieavowed to do the fen- 
^lifli Proteilants at Paris fome iervice .with xe- 
.t!^€t to the exerciie of their reKgion. Sir Ed-' 
ward haftimg from hence to his family at Ant-* 
werpt and Sie king, in the mean-timei after 
bis defeat at Worcefler, in 1650, having made 
V his eioqpe into France, he» pur fu ant to his 
commaadsy went and attended him at Paris ; 
wiiere» 1^ Jus averfenefs, firft, to the dake bf 
York's marrying Mademoifelle de Longuevillej 
and then to^ the propo&l of a match betweea 
•the king and Mademoifelle de Mompefier, he 
. f> bigbly incurred the difpleafure of the queen- 
snother, that, at length, flie would not vouch- 
. Me to fpeak to him : and this difmclinatioa 
towards him prodiaced, at one and the fame 
dme^ a contrivaace of an odd nature, and an 
anion betweea two fcemingty irreconcileable 
fartiesy the P:ipi(b and Pren>yterians. 

C 3 • They 
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They fi-amed their petitions againil hinl f 
hat the whole contrivance having been dif- 
covered to the king before Sir Edward knew 
any thing qt it, and aifo a copy of the peti- 
tions put into his hands, lie (hewed them ta 
him and the marquis of Orinond, and after- 
wards made himielf very merry with it; fpoke 
of it fo me tiroes at dinner, when the qneea- 
mother, who had been in the fecret, was pre- 
lent; and afked pleafantly, when the petitions 
would be brought agaiail the chancellor of.th^ 
Exchequer* 

In the mean time, the queen-mother took 
all occafion to complain to the queen- regent 
of the king's unkind nefs ; that fhe might im-* 
pute all that (he didiked to the chaiiceilor.: 
and the queen-regent of France having inter* 
cepted a letter of his to the cardinal de Ret2» 
which he had not thought fit to communicate 
fird to her, (Le prefently did it to bis motheri. 
and a little after, there being a mafque at 
court that the king liked, very well, he* p^r- 
fuaded the chancellor to fee iCi and voMchiafed, 
the next night, to carry him thither himfelf^ 
and to place themarquis of Ormond and him 
next the feat where all their majeilies were t^ 
^t : and, when they entered, the queen-rev 
gent alked, who that fat man was that fat by 
3)e.marqui5>of Ormond. The king told her 
aioud, 1 hat was the naughty man who did all 
the mifchief,. and fat him againft his mother;, 
at which the queen her-felf was little lefs difor- 

deredi 
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aered. than the chancellor ; but they within 
hearing laughed fo much, that the queen was 
not diip leafed ; and fomewhat was ipoken to 
bis advantage. 

Though the chancellor of the Exchequer 
was not, perhaps, in compliance with the 
queen, again ft making Sir Edward Herbert, 
• keeper, which happened in 1652, yet his 
troubles did not ceafe ; for Mr. Robert Long, 
who, when the king was in Scotland, had 
been fecretary, an office now performed by Sir 
£dw9rdiiyde, petitioning to be reflored to 
lie place, and being refufed, he thereupon 
&ccufed Sir Edward of having betrayed the 
king ; and undertook to prove that he l-ad 
been over in England, and had private con- 
ference with Cromwell : which was an afper- 
<ion fo* impoffiblc that every body laughed at 
it : yet, becaofehe undertook to prove it, the 
chancellor prei&d that a day might be ap- 
pointed for him to produce his proof; and 
at that day the queen came again to the coun- 
cil, that fhe might be pre fen t at the charge. 

There Mr. Long produced oae Maffonet, 
s roan who had ferved him, and aftervards 
had been an under clerk for writing letters, 
and had been taken prifoner at Worceller, 
and being releafed with the reft of the king's 
fervants, had been employed, from the tims 
of thc.king's return, in the fame ferviee, un- 
der the chancellor .of the Exchequer ; who 
(aid. That, after his releafe from his impri- 
fonmeat^ and whilA he fiayed in London, he 

C 4 fpoket 
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ipoke with a maid^- who had formerly fenred 
him, that fe.nc\¥ the chaflceUor very well j and 
who a^ured. him, that one evening ihe had 
ieen the chancellor go into Cromwelifs cbam*> 
ber at White-hall ; and after he had beenfiiut 
up with him {bine hoass, ihe faw him con«> 
duded out again. And Mr. Longdeiired time ' 
Uiat he might fend over fop thifi woman, who- 
fiiould appear and juftify it. 

To this impdfiible difcoarfe^ the chancellor 
fatd, He would make no^ other defence, than». 
Uiat there were perfons then in town, who, he 
was confident, would avow that tiiey had (e^n 
♦•'him every day, from the time he returned 
from Spam, to the day on which he attended 
his majefly at Paris : and when he- had iaid 
fo, he offered to go out of the room ; whidtv 
tl^e king would not have him do : bat . he- 
told his maje%, that it vfSLS the courfe, and 
that he.Qugbt not to be preient at the debata 
that was to concern himfelf ^ and the lord- 
keeper, who was liis enemy*, with ibme 
warmth,. fatd,'it was true: and fo^he retired 
io his own chambes; 

The lord Jermyn, as foon as he was gon^ 
(aid. He never thought the accufation had 
any thing of probability in it ; and, that he 
belicvedthe chancellor a very heneil man ;. 
btrti thai the ufe that hf thought ought' to ba 
made of this calumny,. W-as,"that it appeared 
that an honeil and innecent roan might be ca^ 
lumnialcd, as he thoaght ^lr. Long had like'K 
wife beea ;. and . therefore they.oiiglit both tO: 

be 
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d[eckR<e(l 6nl^r wkav l^e kad; fi^artlp Ifuc time W 
«nd€2>took all& to pi^dw^^e^ vriinidG^ herfelf 
if her mighe have- t^itsf f wMehv* stf jb(ti«e^ 
wovl\4 n<H ber d&oiteJ :: an^ lAierefore- her ^Ky« 
j^fcd ^t 9 ccmqwtemr nmer iii%h« be j^vei9 
to- NiPw Loifg: to mak^ eirtr hi^ fraof >; and^ 
ttiaftr m th« neairtibM; the daancelldc mtghe 
not repair l»r tlie emincill 

Widi< mm^ warmth* tfie kfiig^ fkiSr Rr 
dliicevned well tH^ <kilg» ;* and,, thait irwa» kf' 
^{9 and- witk»^a diapjper tfaetfr 11^^' k^ nd^* 
ether excepciDn* agaim Mr^ iiOQjg^ thaxi^ thi» 
fbdi* and feoKib aeen&fiira^ h was^ GSiufer 
enough never tcr troi)^ him r and tiierefor^ htr 
j^reibntl^^fentfor the^chkinceiioiV' and-, as ibon* 
96 became hv'r eomlnand«i hiiai to^ ite kv hk 
pkCc f- and* told hims^ H)e wat ferry he w«» noc^ 
sn a oonditk»ir ta'dn^ hinv BiOTft j.u^ice than to 
fleclarr hitt innoeent.' 

l*h« loid-4ceepeF Havfng « 3t ficccfs in" 
another accQ&tioiy^/med ag^nil^ir Edward t. 
stsii'he had ^oke mfrefpe^ful word^ of the' 
king, and the kit^ himCeV^ at- lad hnvirvg de- 
olaJKdfae was^very w«Katftfied in the ehari- 
•dloi^s affitdtionv and t«ofc notMng'ill shat her 
Irad iaidy and^dite^d the clerk ol^ the coutt- 
«il to enter fodp hfe<«ajeft/?^ declaraibn ia- 
book;; fros^^that dme,^ there were !io 

1 5, fatther* 
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fai:t^er public .attempts againft the chanceKc 
]or during the time of bis majefty-s aJx>de in 
France. 

The king, fonae time after this, being 
grown pcrfcdlly weary of France^, before he- 
i;etife^ frortn thence into Germany, he defired 
tdiat the chancellor of the Exchequer might, 
part in the queen's good grace; and, beine- 
introduced into her prefence by the lord, 
Piercy, he told her maj,cfty, That now ihe had' 
youchfafed to admit him intso h«r prefence, he 
looped ihe would let him know the ground ofT 
the difpleafpre Ihe had conceived againft him ;. 
that fo having vindicated himfelf from any; 
fault towards her majefty, he might leave her 
. with a confidence in bis duty.,, and receive her- 
commands with an aAunance that they fhould. 
be pan dually obeyed by him:. 

The queen, with a loqd voice, and more 
.Amotion than (be was accaftomed to, told him*, 
V^at ft-e had been contented to fee him, and- 
to give him leave to kifs her hand, to comply 
with the king'& defires, who had importuned, 
her to it ; otherwife that he lived in that man* 
ner tQ,wards her, that he had no reafon to ex- 
pert to be welcome to her : that (he need not: 
ufTign any particular mi(carriage of h», iince 
his difreipedl towards her was notorious to all. 
men ; and, that all men took notice thatiie 
never came where (h#. was^. though bs k>dgedv 
under hep roof, (for the honfe was hcr*sj ;^ 
^d that (be thought (be bad not feen him in ix. 

months. 
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0ipnths before : which fhe looked upon as A> 
high an affront, that only her refpedl to- 
wards the king prevailed with her to endure 

When her majefty made a paufe, the chan- 
cellor, with admirable prefence of mind, and 
faappy turn of thought, fo peculiar to himfelf, 
anfwered* That her majefty had oijly men-, 
tioned his puni(hment, and nothing of hi» 
fault; that, how great foever his intirm^ties were, 
ill defeat of underflanding, or in good man- 
ners, he had yet never been in Bedlam;;. 
which he had deferved to be, if he had af* 
iieded to publiih to the world that he was ii^ 
the queen's disfavour, by avoiding to be feen 
by her 3 that he had no kind of apprehenfion 
that they who thought worR of him, would 
ever believe him to be fuch^a fool, as to pro- 
voke the wife of his dead m^ifter, the greatnel^ ' 
of whqfe affe^ioi}^^ her was well know». t6» 
him ; and the mother of the king, whf> fgib;. 
filled by her favour ;^ and all ihis^iti France', 
, whe|[e himfeif was a baniihed perfbn, and /he 
9t home, where (hemight oblige or difoblige- 
him at her pleafure.- So that. he was well af- 
. fured that ao. body vyould think him guilty of 
^ fo much foil y and mad nefs as not to ufe all 
the endeavours- he poffibly could to obtain her 
grace and pFOtedlion : that it was very true 
he had been long without the prefumption of 
being i.Q her majefty's^re^ence, after he had 
andergone many fnarp inflances of her dif- 
j^eafure^. and after he had obiervedfome al* 

C 6 teratioa. 
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tcratron and averfion in her maje^'^s look* 
and countenance bjhsb; his comiBg into the 
teom- where file was, and duriBg the tirae Ihc- 
ilayed there j which others likewifc obfervei 
ie much, that th^ vvsthdrew fr&n holding* 
any cooverfation with higi in thofe places, our 
of fear to offend' her majefty : thai he had^ 
often dttfired^ by* feyeral- peribns, lo knovr- 
the caufe of her amjefty V difpleafwe r and» 
th^t he might bv- admitted to clear himfelf 
fvom any itnwprtby iliggeftioBS which had 
bben made of him to her snajefty^ but cotdd 
never obtain that 'honour; and therefore he- 
had conceived, that he was obHeed in goodv 
manners^ to remove fo anacceptaole an obje^. 
from the eyes^ef her majsefty, by not coming 
mto hefir prefence ^ wltdr aihwho knew him 
eould not biK know to be the greateft fflortifr<» - 
cation that could be inflicted' upon himi; and.. 
therefore he mod humbly befought her ma> 
jedy, ati this audience, which might be the - 
kfl he fhould* receive of her^ that flie would 
difmifs hifflr with tltfe knowledj^ of what had^. 
been taken amifs, that he might be able to - 
make his innocence and integrity appear j^ 
which he knew had been blafted by the malii^ 
of Tome perfbns, and thereby mifinterpreted,. 
by hermajefty.. 

Bttt all thb prevailed not with her m^gefty $ 
who obje6iedht8.cre(^ with .the king, and hit^ 
endeavours to lefi^n that credit which file 
ought to have ; and Concluded, that Ae 
ihottld be^glad. t^^XecjreaibRi.tQ .change bcr 

aginioa.^ 
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f^inion > and fb carelefiy exten(fed her lbn(S 
towards him, which Ee^ Idfing^ ffae dcpaittcft 
to lier chamber^ ' \ 

Having conHnoed^ feme }sear9 longer m ex^ 
He, his m4ijdl)r wa» plea(ed t& make hin» * 
lord^-chahcedor of Kllghnd in, the Chtiftroas^ 
llolidayy piecediiijg^ OSrer^s death;; Sir £d*> 
ward Herbert, who was the la^ lotd^ keeper 
•f the great-ibil, being lately dead at Parish 
He feceive^ the feal very mwiMingfy; bar^ 
ikit ki&g^ firft employed^ did marquis of Or^ 
mood, withwhon^ iris xMJefyknew he had 
an entire- friendfliipy to diipoie him to receive^ 
2| ; which when he conld not do, he giving;, 
him maa/redbns why there Vraa no^ need oC 
toA an officer, or indeed any oie (^ the ^reat^ 
ifakl tiH ^e king flioold come into BiigTand ;; 
and, that his in^effy fbundfomeeafe m be^* 
ing v^ithout" Inch an^ officer^ that he was not: 
iroobled widi thoft riiits>whieh he wouid b^,, 
if the ieal were in Ae hand^ of a^proper oP- 
£cer to be a(ed» fince- every. Body would fair 
; ^en importuning the king for t^ grant oT 
dKces, honoar» and'laad^ which would give 

\am great irexation to ^refoile^ and do him great 
jnifchief by granting! 

The mttrqtti»*told th^ Ming off ^ wKo went 
himfelf to the^chancellor^s-lodging^, and took. 
jBOtice of whatthe marquis hieid'told Mnr; and 
laid. Re would deal truly and freely with 
him ; that the principal reaibn which he- h^ 
aUcdged. againil receivin|; the feafi was the: 
. (|«attftj«aibtt.thatdir£Oicd'him to^eoi^er/it 
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upon* him ; and then he pu4ted letters oat of 
V\% pocket, which iie received lately from 
Paris, for the grant of feveral xeverfiODS i»' 
England of ofHccs, aod of lands. He men- 
tioned to him alfo many other importuiHtieff > 
vv'ith which h& was every day diiquieted ; and, * 
that he faw no otb^ retaedy to give hirofelf* 
eafe> than ta put the feal out of his own* 
keeping, into fuch hands as would not be inl'i- 
portunedy and would, help him to deny;: and 
xhereupon he cpnjured Sir £dward ta -receive, 
that trud, with many ptomiies of his fivaarr 
aad (I Jtedion : whereupom the earl of Bri(^ol»- • 
and (ecretary Nicholas,' u£ng likewife their 
perfuaiiojQS, he fubmitted <t<0 the king's plea^ 
lure. 

The chief adminidration^ of affairs was nowv 
in a very great degree, in t^ bands of the 
lord-chancellor ; of whofe c;ipacity» as we)I 
as integrity, his majefty had had fo long and 
convincing experience^ that he was the more 
.ready to leave aU to him. : Oliver's death »!. 
and the various revolutions that ha^ppened' 
.upon it in England, revived the hopes and ac- 
■ tivity of the chaticellor to promote the reAo- 
ration of his royal mailer to his loft doaiD^^ 
. ons ; and mod, if not alU the papers'^ decla- 
xations, and the like, which* were ptut out to 
this end, were of his drawing. It would be ■ 
needlefs to hint the particulars; his j^udence 
fuggefled fedfonable thoughts of moderation^ • 
and mildnofs to him in the ft veral particulars / 
coflKaincdia thenl..v 

• At. 
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At length the happy ahd" longed- fof day 
came, when his majeAy was refloredti'andy 
on the twenty- ninth of May, i666t made his 
public oitry through the city of Londoor. 
which pot an end, for the prefeot, to* the 
lord- chancellor's exile, and aiForded him^kind 
and promifing views of a large and profperou8> 
fortune; 

The lord -chancellor, who was a very for* 
ytrard inflrument with the. king- at Breda, t^ 
make- the largeilconceiliont of favour a^d* in? 
demnity,. that well could be, to his fubjefls, 
upon the profpe^lhe^had of his reftoratien, 
thought it now his honoury.as-well as his duty^ 
to endeavour the pundlual performance oC 
every particular: and therefore finding there- 
were ibme perfons, who moft malicioufly en- 
deavoured ' to infiiiu'ate that his majefty in^ 
tended nothing. iefe than > the performance of' 
liis promi fes, thre chancellor adviied him tp- 
fend* a meilage to the commons to- quicken, 
their debates about the ad? of a^ general par- 
don and indemnity, as that .which, would beft- 
quiet the mitidis of the people. 

That neceflary biH, and many others, be- 
ing at length difpatched, the chancellor con- 
cluded .that ieihons with a very noble ipeech p 
whereiDy. among many other moil excellent- 
thingSy he faid a. vei^ remarkable: thing con* 
cemiDg the aivny then ia being, which, per- 
haps, eoold never be fiud before op after of 
any other]ia.the world, in^thefe wojds : 



** If God had not letknei hh maftSy t9 
fhat rare felicity^ as to be witheot sppreheip^ 
^Ofi of danger at liome or abroad^ and whb*- 
cnit any ambition of taking from Ms neigl^ 
llours wlftit they are poilBfied o^ himfelf wouldT* 
never difband his army r an array v^ie order 
and difeipHne, whofe eoorage and foecefs^ 
hath made it famous and terrible orer thr 
world ; ai» army of whkh the kiirg and h]» 
two royal brothers may fay^ ar the noble Grei 
fsan faid of J£nea»y. 



•StetmroB te& a^era contrav 



Contulimufqae manns, experto credite quantus- 
Id clypeum a£argati. q^o t«rbin«^ torqueatE 
haftam^ 

*• Tfiep have afl^Kiee; in^ftvcral^comrtneSr • 
Ibund 'themfeltes engaged ivt the midll df 
'diefe iroops, in the heat and rage of biattle > 
and if amy common fddkr, as.no doubt 
many may, willd^manc^ the old Roman pfrii- 
Pledge for haWn# encoastered'^nmres fin* 
gle, upon my ccm&iencr he will nndboth fat 
vx)ur and pnefernftnt- 'They have- all threes 
ebferved the difciplinev and wh, aad adrndred^^ 
and loved the courage of\hi8 army, when they 
were the worfe for k;' anci Mavcfeen* them^ 
in a feaf&a when there wtis Httlet>f conifort in. 
their view, Yefrefll diemfelvcs- whto py thtt^ 
the EngKft had done the great work, the Eh- 
|^i(h.had«gpt the day >' ana then pleaft thenr-^ 
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iblves with the- imagiaatton of what wonderv 
^ey flioiild p^form at the head of fach anr 
army/* * 

Nothing (eemed now to blow on all fides, 
but gales of profperity to ttie king and the 
whole nation ^ and none (b much courted and 
carefled as the lord- chancellor , of all the mi^ 
nifiersy whereof he kideed was the chief and 
mo& capable y and Williamr duke of Somer« 
iety giving way to. fate in the month of O^o* 
ber, this year,, the univerfity of Oxford were 
ple^iedto make choice of Sir , Ed ward Hyde 
to be their chancellor in his room. About 
the fame time, h< was one ef thofe lords put 
in a commiflion of oyer and terminer to tr/ 
she regicides ; and his majefty» on the third 
of November, was pleaied,. in gratitude fop 
^e long and faithful feryices of my lord- chan- 
cellor* and as an indanciT'of his royal favourer 
to raife him to the decree of a baron of Eng* 
land, by the dtle of the lord Hyde, of Hin« 
don« in the county of Wilt»} and, on the 
twentieth of April,. 1661^ he created himr 
vifcount Cornbury, in the county of Oxford, 
and earl of Clasendon^ in Wikfliire, with ce- 
remony in the Banq42eting-houfe at Whitehall,, 
^ree days before hjis majefty's coronation, be* 
ing the £&ft of tfhe ibc eacU who wese made 
againfl that folemnxty. 

Eetween the dHTolution of this convention*^ 
parliament and the.naeeting of the next, which^ 
was to be on the eighth of May, 1661, ^ere 
was a. matter agitated at. the helmi, that after^^ 

waxda 






4z. 8:RrTISH: FLtJrARCH* 

wands. through the malice of enemiea and tW 
credulity of the. unthioiung populace* was^ 
trumped up to the difadvantage of the chan- 
f^ellor. 

It is true his daughter was married to the 
duke of York,- then prefumptive heir to th^ 
crown $ acd proving to be a prolific lady»' 
Uwa& natural for him to wiih that £omt one of 
the delcendants of his own body might, ia 
time, inherit the crown of England ; but» 
Ihat he ihotirld be the contriver, and the; only 
o»e too, of the m^tch with Portugal » in or- 
der to it, b as great' a piece of forgery and- 
faifiiood as ever could be put upoil a .man f 
and of which the king, who could not fcreied 
this, fuiicieotly cleared him in his next fpeecii 
in parliament in thele very words ; 
. •* And I tell you, with gfreat fatisfaSioii. 
9iid' comfort to mfikl^ that? atcer many ftours^ 
debate in full council, for 1 think there was 
BOt above one abfent ; and truly I believe 
updn weighing all that can be faid upon that: 
fttbjed, for or agatnil it,, the lords, without 
one diflenting voice, yet there were very 
f«w fat filent, advifed me, wilh all imagi-. 
Dable cheerfulnefs, to. this marriage, which - 
I'look upon as very wonderful, and even as 
£)raeiniUnce8 of the approbation of God him* 
feif." 

. h was a great weakning to my lord-chan-i- 
<^llor ClarendonV intereii and ilabiiity at: 
court, that Mr. Secretary Nicholas (hould, on. 
the AM:<»id of 0£h)ber, 1662, be put out of 
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])is office of (ecretary of ilate ; and, that Sir 
Henry Bennet, afterwards created earl of Ar-* 
lington, no real friend of the chancellor, and 
one that died, at *!ength, a Papiil, fhould bei* 
fwom into his place. This the chancellor^- 
who was a nobleman, not Gbily of great ex^ 
perience in ftate affairs, but of ajt uncommon 
difcerning g«niiw, could not but foreiee was 
defigned fojr no good to him, and therefore 
he armed himfelf with all his dexterity againll 
Ur ^ againd an enemy that would give him* 
no quarter; and. indeed hemadefuch a provi* 
fion for a fecure footing where he Aood» that 
there could be no jull apprehenfions of lofing 
any ground; but the real and heavy fkorm 
proceeds many times from the mod anexpe&d 
quarter.. 

There had been a long courfe of uninter- 
sopted fjiendfliip both at home and abread^ m- 
a pro^erous and adverfe fortune, between 
George earl of Bridol, and the. earl of Cla< 
tendon ; To that the fame feemed to be, like 
the Gordian knot, indiiToluble: but the chan- 
cellor refufing a fmall boon, as the earl o£ 
Bridol.took it to be, which, irwas fa«d^^. wa^- 
the paffing a patent in favour of a- court^lady^* 
and wherein the chancellor, who was be(b 
judge of his own. oSice, was certainly, ia. Uie 
right. 

This fo Towered the other'^ ipirits, as, ne- 
ver dreaxniitg he Should, be denied, that his. 
thoughts fuggefled nothing to him from thence* 
forwards but nvdicie and the higheft revenge ;^ 

and, 
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and, having digefted all things within him-i^ 
felf, which he imagined might tend to the' 
. <Hiadyantage and^ mm of dbe chanceRor, he* 
£rfl made a bitter' and artful fpeeclt^ enoagit' 
agairft him in the houfe of lords ; sfnd then, 
on the teath of Jiriy, 1663, exhibited articles;* 
of high'treaibn and other heinbas mifclemean-^ 
ours againft Edward ^arl of Claxtodon, lord^ 
high-chancellor of England. 

This bold attack upon the lord- chancellori- 
\hoagh he came off without any blemiih, ren- 
dered bim more cautious and circumfpe^ in* 
his condad; fo that things, in all outwards 
appearance, went finoothly on with him, bat- 
ing that the ^oiat racked him now and then,. 
^11 the war with the Dutch broke oat ; whicte 
the libelters of that age made to be one o^hidr 
hdhous crimes, though he abhorred it. 
. In the mean while, the lord Morley having^ 
killed one Mr, Mayings, for which he was to' 
be arraigned at Wcffminfter by his peers, the 
K>rd-chancellor was appointed high-ftewardf 
for the day, and carried every thing with the 
tttmoil' dccorom, circumfpe^ton, and jaftice; 
My lord Morley was found guilty of man« 
fiau^hter, but had the benefit of his clergy. 

Now comes 00 this great earPs own mif^ 
fertunes; for the^eat-feal being taken fronv 
bim on the thirtieth of Aueuft, 1667, it i», 
iircredi^le with what rsgeana fnrv cvfery body 
fcll upon him : nay, when the parliament met 
en the tenth of October following, both 
Itoufes thanked the king in %■ more efpedal 

m anftepw 
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^stanner, for having displaced the txtl, and re* 
iDoved him from the exerciie of any public 
trail and employment: and the commons pro- 
ceeding to draw up articles againft him, Mr. 
Seymoor, in the n^me of the commons of 
England, impeached him» at^he bar of the 
.houfe of lords, of tli^ibn 4md othet high 
crimes and mifdemeanoars. 

Aboat this umCf his lordihip, thinking ic 
advifeable for him to withdraw out of the 
iuB^om for his greater iecasity, he fent a 
petition to the Houfe of Lords in a very noble 
fiile ; and, though writ with an air of great 
candour and finoefi^, had no influence at all 
in his favouji. There were feveral confoences 
held between the lords and commons about 
the manner of proceeding againft the earl^' 
'which ended At lad in a bill for baniflung and 
diiablinghim. 

It (hould have been obferved before, that 
my lord Clarendon's addfcG, or paper, to the 
hottie of lords, which was printed, in thole 
daysy under the opprobrious title of, ^* Newt 
from Duhkirk-houfe; or. Clarendon's Fare- 
well to Enp^land ; in his Seditious Addrels to 
the Right Honourable th^ Hoole of Peers, on 
the third of December;" was, on the twelfth 
of the fame month, according to the fentence 
and judgment of boch houfes of parliament^ 
l>ttrned by the hands of the common hangman, 
in the preibfce of the two iheriffs of London 
and Mtddlefex, with very great aad^iigual ap«^ ^ 
plaufe of the populace^: . . 

Every 
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Every body now fiang dirt at him, and, like 
gudgeons, greedily fwallowed all that tended 
4o his-dHrepntadon and diigrace, without ever 
.enquiring into the reafons of them. Satyrical 
Andrew Marvel, in his Advice to the Painter, 
could not, among the reft, forbear to have a 
fling at him in thde opprobrious lines : 

fiatdamn*d, and doubly dama'd, be Clawn- 

dine. 
Our Seventh Edward, with all ht9 booTe and 

line; 
Who, to divert the dangers of the war. 
With Briflol, hounds us on the Hollander. 
FooUcoated gownman! Sells, to £ght with 

Hans^ 
I>uiikirlc4 ^^difmantlingSco^Iand, — * quarrdi 

. France; 
And hopes he now hath bufinefs, • ih^pe^ - and 

powcri 
T* out-laft our lives, or his, and 'fcape the 

Tower ; 
And, that he^yet may fee, ere he go down. 
His dear Clarinda circled in a crown. 

But the true caofe of the noble earl's dif- 
grace proceeded from none of -thefe foggei^ 
)tions. J find, by an anonymous, pampnlet* 
which fevcrdy j^flcds- upon the court pro* 
feedings iif thoie times^ an inflnuation, as. if 
the chancellor ^hadlofl his placelbr deferting 
^e French and: psj^f^iintetcft ;t and, that his 
Aeal for the protefiant reiigioQif^as ibch, that^ 

fome 
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Some time before he was turned ottt* he refined 
to leal a new commifSoD £»r the. dute of 
York, to evade a late a£t made againft pox* 
pery. 

There might be ibme truth* in all likeli* 
iiood, in this ; it is well known his Igrdfliip 
•was a zealous Proteflant, and that our court 
tnight be foroewhat popifhly afie^Ud, even at 
that time : but 
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Nafcitur, & veniens. aetas abfcondita pandit. 

Dr. Welwood, in his Memoirsy after having 
prenlifed, that it looked as if Heaven took a 
more than ordinary care of England* that we 
did not throw up all our liberties at oocc upoil 
the reiteration of king Charles IJ. for, tho* 
feme were for bringing him back upon 
terms, yet after he was once come he poilefled 
id entirely the hearts of his. people* that they 
thought nothing was too much for them to 
^rant, or for him to receive; he tells us, 
among other, defigns, that, to pleafe him, 
there was one formed at court to iettle fuch a 
jevenue upon him, by parliament, daring lif», 
as (hould place him beyond the neceffity of 
afking moTe» except in the cafe of a war, or 
ibme fuch extraordinary occa^n: that the 
earl of Southampton, lord high - treafutvr, 
came heartily into it, out of a meer principle 
of honour and aifefiion to the king ; but 
that chancellor Clarendo;i fecretly .otppofod it > 

that 
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that it happened, ' that they^ two had a private 
conference about the matter; and the chati- 
«ellor being eameft to bring the treafurer to 
hir opinion, took the freedom to tell him« 
That he was better acquainted with the king's 
temper and inclinations than Southamptoa 
CQttld reafonabiyexpe^tobe, having had long 
and intimate acquaintance with his majeily 
abroad ; and that he knew him fo wdl, diat, 
if fttch a revenue was jonce fettled upon him 
for itfe, neither of -them two would be of any 
farther «ife; ^nd, that they were not, in pro* 
bability, to fee many more fefTions of parlia- 
ment during that reign : that Southampton 
Was brought over ; but that this paflage could 
eiot be kept fo iecret, but it came to king 
Charles's ears; which, togedier with other 
things, wherein Clarendon was mi(repre(ented 
to him, proved the true reafon Avhy he aban- 
doned him to his enemies. 

The earl was fucceeded in his office by Sir 
Orlando Bridgeman, with the title of lord- 
keeper, in his chancellorfhip of Oxford, by 
archbiflsop Sheldon ; and being informed, two 
or three years after his exile, that his daugh- 
ter, the dtttchefs of York, was turning, if not 
turned papiil ; he wrote a very artful letter to 
the duke about it, as if he had been Hill him- 
felf a proteftant, though he knew him to be a 
conceded papift ;.>ind another more at large 
to his daughter ; wherein, though he fiiewed 
a very laudable diftance and refpedl, upon ac- 
count of the diSerence of their conditions, yet 

he 
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lie ufed the freedom aod authority » as well as 
the tenderoefs, of a parent ; and manifefled 
the great knowledge he bad in polemical, di- 
yicity, and the arti^cea of the church of Rome 
to gain profelytes. 

The poble earl, ia the courfe of his exile, 
fejoiiraed in feveral parts of France, till the 
year 1674, when,' on th^ feventh of Decem- 
ter> he paid his lail debt to Nature, near the 
jcitf of Roan, in Normandy ; • from whence 
his body was conveyed into England, and bu- 
ri'd on the north fide of Capella Regum, ia 
St. Peter's, commonly calle^ the abbey church 
of Weftminfler. 

This great and learned chancellor, befides 
ieveral letters, fpeeches, ^c. of his that aie 
extant, wrote, i, A Full Anfwer to an Infa- 
mous and Trayterous Libel; entitled, A De- 
claratioa of tH? Commons of England, in 
Parliament affembled, expreffing their Rra- 
ions and .Qrpundts or pafling their late Re(b!a- 
tions, touching np farther Addrefs or Appli-' 
cation to l^e made to the Kin?, Lond. 1648,, 
4®. 2y The 'Eftates^nd Conditions of George 
Duke of Buckingham, and Robert, Earl of 
Eflex. See Reliqua: Wottonianae, &c. Lond. 
1672, 8vo. 3, Animadverfions on a Booken^ 
titled, Fanaticifm, fanatically imputed to the 
Catholic Church, by Dr. Stillingfleet ; and 
the Imputation Refuted and Retorted, by Ser« 
Creffi. Lond. 1674, 8vo. 4, A Brief View 
and Survey of the Dangerous and Pernicious 
Errors to Church and State, in Mr. Hobbi's 

VoL.VH. D Book, 
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Book, The Leviathan. Oxon. 1676, 4*^. 5, 
The Hiftory of the Rebellion, begun in 164 1, 
&c. '3 vols, folio, and iincc in 8v**. He left 
in manufcript, A Hiftory, or Hiftorical Ac- 
count, of Ireland ; made ufe of by Edmond 
Borlace, without acknowledgment* in his 
book, or books, publi(hed of the affairs of 
that kingdom : and, within the(e few years^ 
three volumes more of his lord(hip's Hiftory 
Jiave been publifhed by the «univerfity of Ox- 
ford. 




THE 
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The life of 



Anthony A. Cooper, 

ANTHONY Ashley Cooper, carl of 
Shaftfbary, a xnoft able perfon and 
great politician, was fon of Sir John Cooper, 
of Rockborn, in the county of Soutbauiptony 
baj:t..by Anne, daughter and fole heirefs of 
Sir Anthony Afliley, of Winborne- St. Giles, 
in .the county of Dorfet, bart. where. he was 
born, upon the twenty-fecond of JuIy/1621. 

Bein^ a boy of uncommon parts, he was 
fefit to Oxford at the age of fifteen, and be- 
canre a fellow commoner of Exeter college, 
onder the tuition of the famous Dr, John 
Prideaux, who was then redlor of it. He is 
iaid to have fludied hard there for about two 
years, and then removed td Lincoln*s-inn, 
where. he applied himfelf, with great vigour, 
to the ftudy of the law, and efpecially that 
part of It which . gave him a perfedl inlight 
into the conftitution of this kingdom. 

In the nineteenth year of his age, he wa» 

ele^ed for Tcwkfbury, in Gloucefterlhire, in 

that parlianoent which met at Weftminfter on 

[thirteenth of April, 1640, -but was foon 

Avcd. 
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He iebms to have been well afFeftcd to 
the king's fervice at the beginnii g of the 
civil- war, for he repaired to ihe king at Ox- 
ford, offered his aflillance, and projeded a 
fcheme, not foi* Subduing or conquering his 
country, but for redadog fuch as had eicKer 
deferted or miftaken their duty, to his ma- 
jefty's obedience. 

Being at Oxford in the beginning of the 
civil war, for he was-on that lide fo long as 
he had any hopes to ferve his country there, 
Ke ws^s brought to king Charles I. by the 
iord Falkland, his friend, ^then fecretary of 
Hate, and prefented to him, as having fome- 
thing to offer to his majefty worthy confidera-' 
«tion« At this audience he told the king, that 
he could put an end to the war, if his majefly 
pleaied and woold afllil him in it. The king 
anfwered. That he was a very young man 
for fo great an undertaking. ** Sire," replied 
he, ** that will not be the worfe for your af- 
fairs, provided I do the ^ bull nefs." Where- 
upon the king (hewing ^ willingnefs to hear 
him, he difcourfed to him to this purpofe : 

** The gentlemen, and 4nen of eUates, who 
iirll engaged in this wa?, feeing now, after 
a year or two, that at feems to be no nearer an 
end than it was at iirii, and begiftning to be 
)veary of it, I am very well fatisfied, would 
be glad to be<in quiet an home again, if they 
could be aflured ^f redrefs of their grievances, 
and have their rights and liberties fe€ured to 

>€m. 
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them. Tkisy I anf fatis&ed,. is the prefent* 
temper gexverally tbroughoat' England, and 
particttlariy in thofe parts where my eflate and 
concerns lie. If therefore your majefty will. 
impower me to treat with the parliament gar- 
risons, to grant them a full and general par- • 
don, with an afTorancc that a general amnefty, 
arms being. laid down on both fides, fhould 
reinflate all things in the fame poftare they 
were before the war, and then a free parlia- 
ment fiionld do what more remained to be 
done for the fettkment of the nation/' 

He added farther, That he would begin and 
try the esrperiment in his own country, and 
doobted.not but the good fuccefs he (hould 
have th£r€, would open hkn the gates of other 
adjoining garrifons, by bringing them the 
news of peace and fecurity in laying down their 

Being furniffied witli full power, according 
to hia defire, away he goes to Dorfetfhire, 
where he managed a treaty with the garrifons 
af Pool, WeymODth, Dorchefler, and others; 
and was fo fuccefsful in it, that one of dietn 
was actually put into his hands, as the others 
were to have been ia a few days : but prince 
Maurice, who conimanded fome of the king's 
fiK-ces, being with his army then in thofe 
parts, no fooner heard that the town was fuf - 
rendered, but he prefcntly marthed into it, . 
and gave the pillage of it to the foldiers. 

This Sir Anthony faw with the utmoft dif- 
pleafure, and could not forbear his refentments 
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to the prince, fo that there pafled fome pretty 
hot words between them; but the violence 
was committed, and thereby his defira broken. 
All that he could do, was, that he Knt to the 
other garri/bns he was in treaty with, to (land 
upon their guard, for that he could not fecure 
his articles to them : .and fo this defign proved 
abortive, and died in filence. 

Sir Anthony was afterwards invited to Ox- 
ford by a letter from his majefty ; but per- 
ceiving that he was not confided in, that his 
behaviour was difliked, and his perfon in 
danger, he retired into the parliament quar- 
ters, and foon after went up to London, where 
he was well received by that party, to which 
he gave himfelf up body and (bul. He slc* 
cepted a commifiion from the parliament^ 
and railing forees, took. Wareham by florm, 
in October, 1644 ; and foon after reduced all 
the adjacent parts of Dorfetfiiire. 

Towards the end of the year 1^45, he was 
chofen (herifF of Norfolk, and approved by 
the parliament. The next year he was iheriff 
of Wiltihire. In 1651, he was of the com- 
mittee of twenty, appointed to confider of 
ways and means for reforming the law. He 
was alfo one of the members of that conven- 
tion that met after general Cromwell had 
turned out the long parliament. 

He was again member of parliament in 
1654, and one of the principal perfons who 
figned that famous proteftation, charging the 
protedor with tyranny and arbitrary governr- 
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ment ; and he always oppofed the illegal 
roeafare of that arbitrary ufurper to the ut- 
noft. 

When the proteftor Richard was depbfed, 
«nd the Rump came again into power, they 
nominated Sir Anthony one of their council 
of ftate, and a commiffioner for managing the 
army. He was at that very time engaged in 
a fecret correfpondence with the friends of 
king Charles II. and was greatly inftrumental 
in promoting his reftoration ; which brought 
him into peril of his life with the powers then 
in being. 

The wifeft of kings tells as, That, in .the 
moltttude of councellors there is * ftrength : 
»nd how much it is the intereft of princes to 
advance men of the higheil qualifications into 
foch trffft, the experience of all ages tellifieth. 
The affairs of the public receive their exalta- 
tion, or their detriment, from their advices ; 
and, according to the qualifications and incli- 
nations of thofe great liiinifters, may be cal- 
culated the fate of kingdoms. This hath 
obliged monarchs to take to their councils 
men of the largeft profpeft, the greateft elo- 
quence, and fteadieft principle to the intereft 
of the government ; perfons knowing in the 
laws and conflitutions of the kingdom whereof 
they are members, that efpoufe the intereft of 
their country with an inviolable refolution of 
adhereing to it, with the hazard of their 
dcareft lives and liberties ; fuch as prefer the 
concern of the public above their own private 
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iatisfa^ions and f njoyments ; ^hat dare deny 
themfelves for the good of their prince : and 
of this fort, without encroachment on the jud 
acquirements of any other minifler, with 
^hat admirable policy did he influence and 
manage the councils he was concerned in du- 
ring the inter-regnum, towards his majefly'* 
intereft ! With what exquifite fubtilty did he 
turn all the channels of their councils to fweli 
this flream ! And how unweariedly did he 
tug at the helin of ilate, till he had brought 
his great mailer fafe into the defired port I 
' A fenfe of thefe great abilities, and firnine(» 
to the public good, Hill kept him ii|> in the 
eHeem of his country, who would always chuia 
him one of their repreientativcs in the grea^ 
exigencies of flate. They . knew him to b^ 
one of thofe that could not believe prerogative 
to be incompatible with property, but as he 
believed that motto Rex legis tutamen, fo h& 
would not have that other, Grex regis tuta<^ 
men, to be rejected. 

By this may be ea/ily difcerned the opinion 
he had of the illegal and arbi^^ary proceedings 
of Oliver Cromwell, and how much of the 
futferings of the royal parly would have been 
prevented, haJ that point.of afree parliament 
been then gained. His majelly's reftoration 
muft have been the natural confequence of it. 
The conilant conefpondence he always kept 
with the royal party, and that almoft to the 
hazard of his life and family, are fufficient 
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teflimoaies of his finccrity to his maftcr's in- 
lereil and femce. 

His honie was a fan£tuary for dillreflcd Roy- . 
alifts) and his correfpond^ce with the king's 
friends (though clofely ..managed, as. the ne^ 
ceffities of thofe times required) are not un- 
known to diofe that were the principal ma« 
•nagen of his maj^ftjf *3 aiiiiirs at that time. 
Thiss made tkat ^efet politician, . Oliver 
Cromwell, ^ apprehenfive of this' great af^ 
ifertor of . his counti*y*s rights, and Oppofer of 
atbitrary government and enthafiafm, thaei , 
lliough his vail abilities were known, at lead', . 
to equal the ftbleft pilot of the ftate, yet vi?e 
cannot find hiAi among the creatures of his ca- 
binet, or council ; nor amongfb the eleven 
major-generals, to whom the care of the Ra<^ 
tion was f:omxliitted : no, their principles, , 
tbcir aims, and defigns, were incompatible ; . 
one was for fAbverting, the other for main- 
taining, the antient (landing fundamentals- of 
the nmtioh % wiitch on^e di/Totved, it were 
impoftble but an unirel-fal deluge of conftifion^ , 
blood and rapine, mdfl enfue. 

Thifr madef oor- b^av< patriot^ with^ divers , 
^f the heroic Engltfli rade, to the utmofl op*. 
5>dfe the growth of a proteclorian power : fb ^ 
that we nnd Sir Anthony Aihley Coopet ac<- 
caM before the parliament, in the year 16^9, 
for keeping intelligence with the king, and 
f(ttr having provided a force of men in Dor- 
fetfiure to join with Sir George Booth in at- - 
tempting to reilore and bring his majefty to. 
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his rightful throne. And we find hiin one af 
the nine of the old council of (late who (enl 
,that encouraging letter to general Monk, to 
promote his undertaking for the advantage q£ 
the three nations. 

Again, we find hinvin the lift of that coun^ 
cil of ftate confiding of thirty-nine, upon 
whom an .oath was endeavoured to be iropoied 
A>r the abjuration of the royal line. ;-but. By 
the influence of Sir Anthony Albley Cooper^ 
and general Monk» upon colonel Morley, thsit 
oath was oppofed in council, as beine a fn^re 
and again ft their confciences. Tnis wai 
ftrongly pleaded by the foberer part of the 
council, whereof this gre^t patriot was one } 
and fo an end was put to that. oath, and to the 
council. 

He was returned- a member fur Dorlet(hire 
in that which was called the Healing Farlia^ 
ment, which fat upon the twenty-fifth of 
April, 1660 ;. and a refolution being taken to 
reftore the confiicution,. he was named one of 
the twelve members of thehoufe ofcommoDs 
to carry their invitation to the king. It W9i» 
in performing this fervice that he bad the 
misfortune to be overturned in a carriage 
upon a Dutch road, and thereby to receive a 
dangerous wound between the ribbs, whici 
ulcecated many years after,, and was> opened 
when he was lord -chancellor. 

Upon the king's coming over, he was fwosrti 
«f his majefty's moft honour^le privy-council, 
^•was alfo one of the commiflioners for the 

trial 
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trial of the Regrcides ; and, thovgh the Ox- 
ford hiftorian is very fevere up<^ him on this 
occafion, yet he is not believed to have been 
any ways concerned in betraying or ihedding- 
the blood of his fovereign. 

By letters patent, dated April 20, 166 1, 
he was created baron Aihley, of Winborn 
St. Giles's; ibon afier made chancellor and 
under- treasurer of the Exchequer, and then 
one of the lords commiilioners for executing 
the office of high -treafurer. He was after^ 
wards made lord-lieutenant of the coacity of 
Dorfet; and, on the twenty- third of April, 
1672, created bai on Cooper, of Pawlet, in 
the coonty of Somerfet> and earl of ^haft^ 
bury. 

On» the ftnirth of November following, be 
warraifed to the pod of lord' higb chancellor 
of England ; which ofHce he execu^d with 
great ability and integrity. He fhone parti- 
cularly in his fpeeches in parliament ; and, jf 
W£ judge only from thefe which he made 
opon the fwearingia of the lord high-trea- 
fiwer Clifford ♦- his fiicceflbr, Sir Thoma* O^ 
borne, and^Mf . baron Thurland, we muft coa- 
cinde him one of the abldl men and mod ae* 
C4>mpli (bed orators this nation ever bred. The 
fbort time he wa9a&the helm, was a feafoivof 
ftorms and tempefts ; and it is but doing him- 
ibidjuiliae to fay, that they co&ld not ei^heir. 
aflright or diftm<^ him. 

Upon the nin^ of November,* i^^^r 5le 
w%i}ed the great- A»al,. ai>d with fom^ papli*- 
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cvdar ckcoiofiancesy • which the reader may 
like to hear. Soon after the breaking up &( 
the parliament, as Mr. Echard relates, the 
earl was fent for on Sanday morning tocourc» 
as was alfo Sir Heneage Finch* attorney-ge- 
Beral> to whom the feals were promi(ed. As 
foon as the earl came, he retired with the 
king into the clofet, while the prevailing 
party waited in triumph to fee him return 
without the purfe. His lordfliip beiag alone 
with the king, faid, *' Sire, I know yoa in-* 
tend to give the feals to the attoroey-gefle* 
ral, but I am fure your majefly never intended 
to difmifs me with contempt." The king, 
who could not do an ill-natured thing, re- 
plied, *' God's fifh, my lord, I will not da 
it with' any circam^nce that may look like 
an afFi'ont.*' *« Then, fire," iaid the earl, 
*< I defire your majefty will permit me to 
carry the feals before you to chapel, and then 
iend for them afterwards from my houfe." To 
this his majefly readily confented, and the 
earl entertained the king with news and en- 
tertaining itories till the very minute he was 
to go to chapel, purpofely to amufe the cour- 
tiers and his fucceiTor, who he believed was 
upon the rack, for fear he ihouid prevail upon 
the king to change his mind. 

The King and the earl came out of the 
clofet, talking together and fmilin?, and went 
together to chapel, which greatly furprifed 
them all ; and fome ran immediately to tell 
the duke of York that all their m«afures were 
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broken. After fermon th« earl went home 

with tlie feals, and that evening, the king gave 

them to the attoi^ne)^- general. 

- After he had quiUed the court; he continued 

to make a great figure' in parliament; his 

abilities enabled him- to iliine, and be wa^ not 

of a nature to reft. In 1675, the lord-trea- 

iiirer Daaby introduced the teil-bil) into the 

houfe of lords, which was vigoroufly oppofed 

by the -earl of Shaftfoury, who, if we may 

believe biihop Burnet, diftinguifhed himiblf 

more in this feffions than ever he had done be* 

fore. This difpute occaiioned a proroga* 

tion, and there enfued a recefs of fifteen 

months. 

When the parUamei>t met again on the fix- 
teenth of February, 1676-7, the duke of 
Buckingham argued. That it ought to be con* 
' fidered as difiblved. The earl of Shaftfbury 
was of the fame opinion, and maintained it 
with fo much warmth, that, together with the 
duke before-mentioned, the earl of Saliibury, 
and the lord Wharton, he was fent to the 
Tower, . where he conttnued for thirteen 
months, though the other lords, upon theif 
iubmifiioo^ were immediately difcharged. 

When he was fet at liberty, he managed ' 
the oppofition to the earl of Danby's admini- 
Uration with fuch vigour and dexterity, that 
it was found impoifible to do any thing ef- 
^dually in parliament without changing the 
fyAeiQ which then prevailed. 

The 
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The king, who defined nothrug fo mocK as 
to be cafy, refolved to niake a change, dif- 
mifled all the privy-council at once, and 
formed a new one. This was decIaFed on the 
twenty-firft of April, 1679 ; and, at the fame 
time, the earl of Shaftftury was appointed 
lord-prefident. He did not hold this employ- 
ment longer than the fifth of Odober follow- 
ing. He had drawn upon himfelf the impla- 
cable hatred of the duke of York, by fteadily 
promoting, if not originally inventing, the 
projedt of an exclufion bill ; and therefore no 
wonder if a party was confkn^ly at work 
»gainft hun. 

It is almofl incredible, how> in this inter* 
val, the paptds lifted up their head^, braving 
the very, face of ju ft ice ; for now they bad got 
fuch a caft. of evidence, that would have ac* 
cuied innocence itfclf; there being a- large 
iiim of money offered by the iady Powis, if 
any would undertake to murder the earl of 
Shaftfbury, agaiiift whom the' rage of tba( 
bloody party was now (b great that they left 
no bafe and unwarrantable adlion unattempted 
to* rob him of his life. Some were hired to 
{lab or (hoot him, others to fwear treafoa 
ligainft him, or any other courfe the devil 
could fuggeft, fo as. he were but made away, 
en whofe life ihey thought the ill fuccefs of 
th^ir diabolical machine depended. Li be) 9, 
containing the blackeft treafons againft his 
jsjajefty^ were fcrged ia th& names of* the 
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Bioft eminent protiedant peers of the nation, 
fcarce any perfons of integrity againft the Rot 
man fuperftitions, but- would have been made 
aparty to it: but, whoever was omitted, the 
lord Shaftfbury. was fore to be drawn into the 
plot. 

Thefe were, by their mercenary-agents, fe- 
cretly to be conveyed into the houfes of the 
Broteilants aforeiaid ; and then they wanted 
not a fet of bafQ and mean fpirited villains to 
.fwear i^ home up<m them ; perfons of that 
profligate and contemptible difpoiition, that, 
Jor a me6 of pottage, would not only forfake 
all claim to honefly and virtue, but proiUtute 
their fouls to the luft and ambition of the worH 
of men ;. bu.titheie were no new things to the 
brave and excellent, to be expofed by trials of 
this nature to the rage of brutilh and inhuman 
wretches. To what a pitch of heroic magy 
nanifflity mufl. that perfon needs be arrived 
that can buoy up his foul againU fuch foul 
tempefis, when the coniideration of iimple 
innocence fliall maintain a perpetual fereni^ 
within, amidfl all the cloudy fogs of adver- 
fity V 

Mr. Dangerfield^igiYes- a large account, in 
his Narrative, of two feveral times that he 
had attempted the life of the earl of Shatftf- 
bury ; and that he had been iniligated thereto 
by the popiih priefts, and that the lady^ Powis, 
particularly ,, had offered him £ve hundred 
pounds to. perform ity whexeof be received 
twenty pounds in. pai;t>. but. that^fUll he. had 
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been providentially difappointed of that bar* 
barous enterprise. 

One day. Dame Cellier demanded of him, 
whether he had' difpatched the earl ; and 
be replying, that he could have no oppor- 
tunity to come at him ; <' Give me the 
poniard," faid llie, *' you fliall fee what 'a 
woman can do for the catholic caufe:" and, 
accordingly, by the ini^gations of the devil, 
and a hellifl^ rage which the Papids mifcall a 
boly zeal, Ihe addrefled herfclf to the execution 
of that execrable defign. She made a viiit 
to the earU under pretence of paying her 
thanks for favours obtained through his means; 
but the confecrated dagger iliil lurked under 
the flcirt of her gown, ready to have expreded 
her gratitude by opening the veins of thi» 
proteflant peer*s heart. He had no reafon to . 
DC over-fond of the converfation of fuch cat* 
tie i and therefore, in a (hort time, (he was « 
difinifled without having an opportunity of 
putting her wicked and treacherous de/ign m . 
execution. 

' The catholic gallantry ftops not bere, but 
purfues this noble peer with forgery of his 
hand, other, their little black artifices, and 
fham-plots. What bafe and villainous arts the 
Papiftfi uied, to deflroy the lord Shaftfbury, is 
not only evident by their many endeavours to 
have flabbed him, as hath been depofed by 
divers perions, to whom the parliament, as 
well as the nation, have given belief ; but 
may be further confirmed by their intercepting 

letters 



ANTHONY A^ COOPER. 65 

letters direded.to bis IjOfdfliip : and fiitet tbey- 
bad, in a hand as near the Oiiginal as tbtiy' 
cauld counterfeit, inferted treaion in ihetiif* 
they, were tranCmitted to Aich as would cer^* 
tainly acquaint the miniitry with it. ln4hort» 
one liory of their mifchievoos pra^ice of this 
kind, is this : 

There was a gentleman, who was a com- 
xuander of a regiment of horfe in the fervk:6 o£ 
Charles I. and \o&, all for his fake ^ and his . 
majeiiy, Charles 11. wrote to' the noble peeri 
about rdieving him againil the gout^ with, 
which he ufed to be afilided. This letter wa» 
intercepted ; and, the perfon then living in 
the French '^king's dominions, after adding ta. 
it an account, that the writer was able to far- 
m(k the earl with forty thousand men itom? 
France, to oppofe the duke of York's in* 
tereft, it was then conveyed to fome of the 
I^rench king's miniHefs, who they fuppofed 
would fend a copy of it hither; but) by a 
flrange providence, the original was returned 
into the: gentleman's own hands. 

So endlefs were the defigns and conf piracies 
of" the Papifls agdinil this noble peer, that, 
notwithilanding they met with many difap- 
pointftjents in their attempts, the Almiffhty 
Providence proteding his innocence from tncir 
helliQi machinations, that another female 
agent was difcovered for tampering with Mr. 
Dogdale to retrafl what he had fworn before 
the king and parliament, towards the detec^ 

tioB 
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^ion of the damnable popifli plot, the fam of 
Ht'o thoofflnd pounds- was offered him,, by one 
Mrs. Price, and divers great perfons named by 
her to be fecurity for the payment of it, in cafe 
he would fign fuch a recantation, and affix the 
odium of a proteflant Or prefbyterian plot on 
fome of the proteftant peers, and others of 
known loyalty and integrity to their prince 
and country ; particularly on the right ho- 
. nourable the earl- of Shaftfbury : of which 
barbarous defign, Mr. Pugdale (being at that 
time touched with fome remorfe at fuch a hor- 
rid villainy)' gave his lordihip an account, 
which occafioned' the mifcarrying.of that foul 
and traiterous enterprize. 

Nor were they wanting in their Bimous me* 
thod and artifice in calumniating and throw- 
ing dirt on the reputatioa of this noble peer, 
which is a faculty they are very famous for, 
and on the account of which ihey may parti- 
cularly value themfelres ; for a pacquet of bafe 
libels, and treafonable reHedlions, were, by 
the penny-poft, tranfmitted to a printer, and 
copies of the fame difperfed about the parts of 
Weflminfter, full of venomous and maliciou? 
flanders, and imputations, tending to take 
away the life of that proteftant earl, and di- 
vers other peers of right honourable account ; 
but the printer detefting fo black a defign, 
pubjiihed an invitation to' any perfon that 
would deted the author or publiiher of that in* 
fiuaous libel. 

lA 
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In 0£lob€r» during the feflion of the laft 
parliament, it was very Remarkable, that 
Fraociico de Faria^. interp retec to the Portu- 
gal ambaflador, amongfl other high matters 
relating to the popHh plot, gave it in his in- 
formation, at the bar of the houfe, he declared, 
that the faid ambaflador had tempted him to 
kill the earl, of Shatfbory, by throwing a 
hand'grenado into his coach as he was pamng 
the road, into the country : and, about the 
twentieth of November, one Zeal being called 
to the bar of the houfe, delivered his informa* 
tion^at the bar ; That,-, being a prifoner in the 
Marfhalfea, Mrs,. CeUier came divers times to 
him, and treated with him, not only to be 
inllrumental himfelf, but to procure others to 
ailift him, to fire his majedy's ihips as they lay 
lA the harbour ;, as aUb to fwear againfl the 
earl of Shaftlbury fuch artfcles of high-treafbn 
as (he fhould get ready prepared for him ; or 
to that purpoie. To fum up the various me-* 
thods and ways that were devifed, and put iiv 
execution, to cut oS the life of this noble 
peer, would be. taik enough to fill up many 
volumes. 

Upon the king's fummoning a parliament to 
meet at Oxford, on. the twenty- firfl of March, 
]68o I, he joined wiih feveral lords in a pe- 
tition, to prevent its meeting there ;. which^ 
lowever, failed of fuccefs^ He was prefent at 
lat parliament,, and flrenucufly fupported the 
Tclafion-bill ; but the duke and his friends 
>n contrived to make him feel the weight 

o£ 
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of Ills rejfetitftt'ents 5 fbr hiB fcrdlhip was ap- 
prehended for h-igh-tfeafort on the fe€ond o£ 
July, 1681 ; and, after being eifdmittcd by 
his fiaajefty in <^o«ivcil, was <^ommit»?ed to tht - 
Tower, where h« remained up ward's of four 
months. • 

He was at length tried, acquitted, and 
difcharged; yet did not think himfelffafe, as 
his bittereA enemies were now in the zenith of 
their power. He thoaght it high time,- 
therefore, to feek for fome place of retirement,., 
where, out of the rettch of t%eir endeavours 
to injutt him,, he ini^ht wear out the fmall 
remainder ef hh Mft in peace. It was with . 
this view, thati in Notember, 1682, he em- 
barked for Hi>)^Iand; and arriving fa£e}y at- 
Amiiefdaiti, after a very datigerous voyage, he 
took a hoafe there, proposing to live in a man* 
Qerfuitable to his quality, being viiited by 
perfons of the firft diftin^ioi), and treated'' 
with ail the deference and rei^c^; he could/. 
^efire : but beiog feized by his oki diftemper, 
the gout, it immediately fkw up into his fto« 
mach, and foon became monais A> that he 
expired on the twenty - fecond of January,, 
16^2- 3, in the fixty* fecond year of his age. 

His body being embalined, was tranfportedt 
to England, and interred with his anceftors at . 
Winborne St. Giles 5 and, in 1732, a noble- 
m^umeat, with a large infcriptioa to his ho- 
nour, was er^ed hy the prefentearl ofShaftft- 
bury, * 

. ft. 
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It was a misfortune to this npl)|e p^ff^jp^t 
*-that thofe who were angry with .hia;^ i^v^ 
tranfinirted to poflerity the.hiftory oTttJjJRiej 
in which he lived, and of that government iri 
which he had ib large a (hare; and this may» 
in fome meafiu-e, account for his making Co 
-amiable a figure in hiftory ; and, that, while 
liis prodigious abilities (land dftnfefled by all, 
the goodnefs and integrity of his intentions 
are hardly acknowledged by aQy« It is al(b 
not to be imagined, at this diftanc?, what art$ 
and contrivanjces were (et on foot by his en^- 
-fnies in his life<time to render his name 0dioir$ 
and deteflable. 

Marchmont Needham, who had been em- 
ployed by the Regicides and the parliament to 
vilify the royal family in the moft fcandalous 
and barbarous manner, was paid by the mi- 
ni llfrs to' abufe and defame the earl of Shaftf- 
bury. This he did with great pleafure, in a 
quarto pamphlet, intitled, A Pacquet of Ad- 
vices, and Animadveriions, fen t from London 
to the Men^lff Shaftlbury ; which is of Ufe 
for all his Majefty's Subjects in the Three 
Kingdoms. Lond9n, 1676. And, what is 
remarkable enough, his abufe is transferred, 
verbatim, into the account given of thisnobl# 
perfon by the Oxford hi^riaj^ / ^ % 

The earl of Shd|<bury vy«s alfoVeprefentei 
as Jiwng had xht vanity to expeft to b«hofeit 
king of Riiinnd uapd this Wde way for |pll-» 
^ng Kim^duut T:|p%, jWuding td'th^ tap 
whiclrh'adrbwri' applied ufb^^hl^reaking^ ^ 
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of TljPu lcer between his ribs when he was lord* 
ch^Hilor. It was alfo a flanding.-jefl, with. 
theTW^er form of wits, to flile him Shiftfbury 
inftead of Shaftfbury. 

It is remarked that Sir Paul Neal watered 
his mares with Rhenilh and . fugar ; that is., 
entertained his miftreifes. His lordihip is fup- 
pofed to have been a little intemperate in this 
way ; and it is recorded, that king Charles IL 
Who would both take liberties and bear them* 
once faid to the earl at court, in a vein of 
raillery and good-humour, and in reference 
only to his amours, " I believe, Shaft(bury« 
tho- art the wickedeft fellow in my domini- 
bns*:** to which, with a low bow, and very 
grave face, the earl replied, *' May it pleafe 
your majefty, of a ful)jed I believe I am." At 
which the merry monarch laughed molt hear- 
tily. 
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J AM E S B U T L E R. 71 
The L IFE op <^# 

JAMES BUTLER, 



Duke of Ormond, 

Including the Memoirs of the 
Earl of Ossory* 



JAMES BUTLER, the feventh cad, 
and firft duke, of Ormond, was bOrn in 
.1610, and, at tRc age of three years, pafTed 
over into Ireland, a year before the death of • 
Jrhe old earl Thomas, Whofe figare and carefles 
lie always after remembered. 

In 161 9, his father Thomas, eldeft fon of 
Walter, earl of Ormond, being drowned in 
bis parage* to England, he was called lord 
James, as heir-apparenf of his grandfather. 
The year afterwards he was brought by his 
another to England, and lived, for a fhprt ^ - 
time, with, a popiih fchodlmader, who bred * \\ 
him fn the errors of the Romifli chul'ch till 
king James, who coniidered him a^ a ward 
of the crown, placed him in the hoirfe of 
..Jiop Abbot : bat having, at* that time» 
^'^. upon his grandfather's eflate, allowed 
onljT forty pounds a year fo^ the fupport 
^ of 
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of iimfeif and his fervant; and made the 

* arcUMfhcp no allowahicd fo¥ his maintainance 
or eoucation : which wa? probably one reafon 
why hje wasf tku^^t yiothCig'-r-X"' n^^^left 
which miglit have deprived the age of ore of 
its greateft ornaments, had not diligence and 
capacity found fDe^i>s to fyppty th^ wa^t of 
education. 

At the age of fixteen he left Lambeth, anj 
iired with hi$ grand&cher,' wholiad nowxe** 
-covered his liberty and a great part of his 
eftate : and nowy being no longer confined to 
his former penurious allowance, he engaged 
in the amufements and diverfions of young 
jhen» and was particularly delighted with tfie 
pepforspancfts ,0f th.e theatre ; fo that mail of 
the eminent pl»yers.]iad the 'honour of his ac- 
quaintance ; but he did not loofe in his di* 
verfioi) tliat regard to his fortune and intere((« 
wMich becomes a ratioaal and prudent mind ; 
for feiftg the eftate of lord Prefton, whjcl^ 
had been with fo much violence forced from 
the houfe of Ormond, now wholly devolved 
to an heirefs, he fownd means of niarrying her, 
and {b put an end to the differences which had- 
givreh.ro much didcurbarce to both familief^ 

* an^ by wh^ch his grandfather ;had fc i^^erely 

In i"632, about two years after his piarri* 
^ge, he becaime, by the death, of his grands 
father, earl of Ormoad ; and, ieiog '' " t 
of oo i^ive and QOterprizing chara 
^a^f^fl ift ituMk ffFaicj ; ai^d gtje\« 
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countenance of the carl of Strafford, ^thcn 
lord-depQty of Ireland, one of thd chief adiors 
in the hoafe of peers. 

The regard which the depaty, who v^s re* 
markably- well qualified to judge of men, 
thought it always proper to (hew him, was 
begun by a very odd occurrence. The ani- 
mofity in the Iriih parliament^ had rifen fo 
highi, that there was danger left their debates 
fboald terminate in blood ; and left, as it has 
been related of popi(h aifemblies, they (hould 
appeal from argument to the fword. For this 
reafbn, the lord-deputy publiihed a proclama- 
tion by which he forbad any man to fit jn 
either houfe with his fword ; a precaution 
which had been ufed in former times, and in 
other places where ufages were now fettled ; 
and the chief governor was more reftrained, 
and Q> was, by no means, unjuftifiable in this 
cafe« 

When the lords itherefore entered the houfe» 
their TvMcds wer^ delivered by them at the 
door to the ufher of the black-rod, who flood 
ready to receive them ; but, when the earl of 
Ormond war about to enter, he refufed to de« 
liver his fword ; and told the ufher, who, with 
the ufual confidence of momentary power, 
enforced his demand with fome rudenefs, 
That, if he had his fword, it fhould be in his 
gatat Tke deputy, imagining his authority 
tieated, by ^is^reEifal, with contempt, fent 
for tke eariy dnd demanded the reafon of his 
^fbbedience; bat was anfwtred, by being 

Vox, Vtl, £ prefentel 
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|)re(fiDted with the writ in which he waa Ibta- 
inoned, as earl of Ormoiuis to iic in parlia- 
ment girded with a fword* The deputy had 
notliing read}^ to oiFer as a reply, and the earl 
therefore was difmifTed, notanly wlthoatcea- 
fure* but with fuch eileem o£ fpirit (which 
was, indeed, on this occaiion, more conipi* 
cuous than his |/rudence» that the lord-de- 
puty had him, -ever afterwards, in particular 
efleem ; and, when he returned to £nigland» 
recommended him to the privy-council as one 
who was likely to prove a great and able fer- 
vant of the crown. 

In 1640, an army being thought neceiTary 
to be raifed i^ Ireland, the care of making 
the levies, and aicertaining their maintain - 
^nce, from the i&inds which \he parliament 
liad provided, was repofed in the earl of Or- 
mond. This army was to have readefvoussed 
at Carrickfergus, and to have been tranfported 
from thence to Scotland , but this pacification 
"which foon after followed, .prevented die ex- 
ecution of the deiign. 

The next year broke out tbe terrible and 
bloody Iri(h rebellion, made for ever memora- 
ble by a rageof cruelty fcarcely ever exerciied 
on any other occafion, and which filkd that 
unhappy country, ^ many y^ars, witk 
Slaughter and defolation. The mo& cfuel» 
and moH furious, diou^h n«Mhe aU^ft leader 
of this rebellion, was Sir Ph«f mO^Neil, who 
began the defignon the twentj-fedpnd <xr Oc- 
tober, the .day Jipfpinted for the general ia- 

': • fiirre^ioB^ 
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fnrreQi6n, by the feizoreof the caftle of Chiu-- 
lemount, a very important fort upon the ptfs 
•of Blackwater. 

The perfidy with which he traof^dled this 
£r(k part of his fcbeme, was a natural prelude 
to the barbarities which hepra^ifed in the pro- 
fecotion of it. He ient word to the lord 
Charlemoanty who was governor «f the for- 
trefs, that he would that day be his gueft ; i 

and an entenidnnient was accordingly pro- 
vided ; to which, as was not uncommon in 
thofe timeSf great numbers reforted, as to a 
general feUival. Lord Charlemoont had one 
cemparry of foldiers in.his garriibn ; but they 
not fufpe^ling danger, ^nd being equally in- 
clined with the ilrangers to pafs the day in 
plenty and merriment, laid altde their arrns^ 
and mingled with the company. The table 
was fpreadf ihe gueih were gay, and all was 
follity and civilhy till towards evening, when 
SirFhelim iiading all his accomplices entered, 
. und all dangers of teftftance removed, feized 
upon .lord Charlemount, and his family, while 
his followers murdered 4>r fecqred the foldiers, 
and took poffe!^on of the cafile. 

On the fftme day, ;many other chieftains 
xaifed their «£bpts, and eadaavoured jto take 
poflefiioa of. the towns in their nei^bourhood ; 
at (bme of ^hich they fucceeded, and at others 
were diiappokited. They grew, however 
' -every day ilronger, as they were abfolute lords 
of all that was to be found in the open coan- 
«iy, aod ihad thcD^fore ftyfficipnt means to 

E 2 tempf 
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tempt the needy peaiants to join them. The 
whole country- of Craven was reduced by 
Phiiip O'Reily, and feven others by oAer 
leaders, in *the firft week; and Sir Phelim 
O'Neal had gathered, in the fame time, a 
body of near-thirty thoufand men ; which is a 
fufficient proof of the IriQi to rebel : but is it 
not likewife a reafonable ground of fufpicidn, 
that, fince ihe effedt mud bear a natural pro- 
portion to the caufe, they had received fome 
general provocations; that the Engliih had 
n)rgotten that induftry with which difputed 
titles ought always to be enjoyed ; and, that 
kindhefs, with which intruders, however pow- 
erful, and however fnpported, ought always 
to endeavour to recommend themfelves to 
original inhabitants ? 

There is, however, a diftindlion always to 
be made between feverity and inhumanity. If 
th& Irifli thought themfelves opprefled, and to 
be reindated in the rights of nature only by 
the fword, they might give many arguments, 
and ihew many precedents, for recourfe to it ; 
but, for the butcheries they committed, with- 
out refinance, without provocation, and with- 
out advantage, nothing can be pleaded ; at 
leail nothing but what may ferve as an excufe 
for any other wickedneis; that they were 
heated in the ppofecution of th^r deiign be* 
yond compaffion and beyond policy. 

It is apparent that the followers of Phelitn 
O'NeSl had, in a fhort time, learned to take. 
pleafure in cruelty ; and not only to murder 

thole 
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tlioie who fell into their hands withoat re- 
lu&ance, but with jnerriment and delight : 
and, fq much had he heightened their barba- 
rity > that^ if they happened to have np pri<* 
foners to deftroy, they would aroufe them- 
fdves with feizing the cattle^ jiot to drive 
them away or devour them, but to torture 
them ; and would cut off the leg& of (heep or 
oxen, and leave them to expire in lingering 
agonies. By thk ftupid cruelty, did they 3c- 
ftroy great numbers of the cattle which the 
death or efcape of the owners put into their 
hands : and by this pra£lice did they, in any 
interval of hun^ui maiTacre, keep their hearts 
from learning to relent* ^ 

vSir Phelitt was Co (ar from endeavouring to 
reprefs this rage of cruehy, that he encou- 
raged it bjr his own example ; for, whenever 
he was acadentally difcompofed, his rage al- 
ways broke.ODt in fome horrible and ufelefs a^ 
of cruelty. At one time he ordered the lord 
Charlemount, whom he had ieized at Char- 
lemount to be ihot ; at another, he mafTa- 
crcd great numbers whom he had received, 
under his own hand, to quarter; and was 
every day inciting himfclf and his followers to * 
new foims 6f barbarity, and accumulating one 
murder upon another. . 

.The accoonts which have been generally re- 
ceived of this, horrid mafTacre, are, in many 
circnmftances, very remote from truth. It ]» 
affened, that, atieaft, one hundred atid fifty 
thbufand EngJiili were deftroyed; and, to ag« 
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Sravate the horror, it is added, that they were' 
^11 butchered in ooe day; but it is certain, 
that there was no particular day remarkable 
for blood filed : and it is probable, that the 
numbers maflacred did not exceed thirty- fevea 
thoufand.-^A dreadful flaaghter, which furely 
needs not to be made more deteftable by an/ 
exaggerations. 

To trace the prdgrefs of this rebe!lio» froo 
country to country, and to fliew how one city 
was taken after another> and all bartB of the 
kingdom fucceffirely laid waAe, u not neceT- 
£u:y to our present defign ; bat rt is always 

? proper, jn relating calamities, to mentioik 
ike wife . the beft manner of obviating or 
efcaping them ; and therefore it ie the duty 
«f ^n hiftorian to obferve^ that the rebellion 
K)fe to it$ height, and became irrefiilable, not 
by«the valour or policy of the Irifli, but by 
^ ifnprudebco or cowardice of thoie whom 
they invaded. The rebels had, indeed, in at 
ftkort &2nc, raifed great numkens,. but they 
were without armfs ; and therefore, if the En-;^ 
glifli, inilead of endeavouring to provide every 
man for his own private iecurity, had unani* 
mouily afiembied in large bodies, and oppofed. 
^elr enemies in the field, they might eafily, 
as they wanted not weapons among them,. 
Jiave difperled a naked and tumultuary rai)b1e, 
which could not be armed, but by degrees j 
lyith the weapons which their plunder fur* 
kilhed; and who, without arms, could only 
tBIUe&and embairafs one another. 

That 
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That this method would have been fucceft- 
fol appeared from the conreqnences'of refinance 
whexe-ever it was madt; for, at the begin- 
iog of the commotioDSy when any gentleman, 
either bred to arms, or incited by his natural 
courage to difpute his fortune and his life» 
was able to colle& afmall party, and to aiake 
a iland againft the Iriih, he fcarcely ever 
failed of defeating them, and preferving him« 
ieif and neighbours ; till, partly by ravages, 
and partly by purchafe in other countries, the 
Irifli had ^provided themfelves with weapons ; 
and, «by frequent encounters with inferior 
numbers,, had been taught to afe them with 
flciUand confidence. 

Of this the earl of Ormond was Co much 
convinced, that, having, about this time, re- 
ceived the following commiiHon to be lieu« 
tenant general of the king's, forces, he mada 
an. offer to the lords juftices, to march again ft 
tbem with ^x tioops of horfe, and two thou- 
fand five hundred foot ; with which he made 
no doubt of defeating and difperilng them, if 
they were attacked, without delay, before 
they had gathered any cavalry, or had time 
10 fumiih themfelves with arms. 



^ Ormond« 

" THOUGH I am forry for this occa- 
iion I. have to fend unto you, which is the 
fudden and unocpe^ed rebellion of a great - 
and confideratie part of Ireland ; yet I am 
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g]ad to have fo faithful and able a Servant as 
you are, to whom I may fieely and con fi« 
dently write in fo important a bafinefs-. This 
is therefore to defire you to accept ''of that 
charge over this, which you lately had ever 
ibe former army. The which, tho* yon may 
kave feme reaibn to excufe, (as not being (b 
well acquainted with this lord-lieutenant as 
you was with the laft) yet I am coniident» 
that my deiire, and the importance of the bu- 
finefs, will eafily overcome that difficulty ; 
which layed afide for my fake, I (hall accept 
as a great ren^wed teilimony of that afie^ioA 
which I know you have to my fervice. So re- 
ferring what I have elfe to fay to captain 
V/eerns's relation, I reft 

Edinburgh. "'^°'"" ""^ «^""** ^""'*^' 
3.ftofOacber. Charles R.» 

In' confequence of this commiffion, the earl 
ef Ormond continued to ferve the king with 
a'll the zeal that biavcry and fidelity could in- 
f^ire, though not with the fuccefs which 
might have been expeded from him, had he 
been at liberty to- firm his own meafures, 
and to lay hold of thofe advantages which, 
whenever his own diligence had procured 
tbeni, the delays of the lords juftices com- 
pelled him to lofe ; and, in the mean time, 
he was forced to flruggle with numberlefs ca- 
lumnies, which his loyalty ^to the king prq^ 

bably 
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bab]y drew upon him ; for, at this time, the 
prevailing party in England began to fet their 
fovereigQ at open defiance, and to charge him, 
amongft other attempts againft the conilitn- 
tion and religion of the nation, with the crime 
qF having enconraged the rebellion and maila- 
cre of Ireland. 

Theearl of Ormond, however, having de- 
feated the rebels at Kilraih, and difUngnilhed 
himfelf by many other ai^ions as a general 
and fabje^l, the king, fince his affairs were^at 
that time in fach antaation that he had no« 
thing but honours to beftow, thought it pro- 
per to diflingulih him by a higher title ^ and 
therefore^ in 164^1 created him marquis of 
Ormond*. 

About the (anie^,||jrie, a controverfy between 
hint and theestrlOTLeicefter, then lord -lieu- 
tenant, was decided in fuch a manner as 
fave him power to difpofe^ while the Iord« 
enteaant was abfent> of all the pofls that 
fbould become vacant in the army : by which 
his intereft was encreafed, and his authority 
confirmed ; as the (bldters had no means of 
obtaining preferment but by gaining the ap^ 
probation of their general : but this new dig* 
nity conferred no ftrength, and he was only 
expofed to the mortification of feeing himfelf 
unable to return the regard which had beei» 
ihewn him by his mailer, by any important 
fervice ; which he had every day lefs hopes of 
effeding, as the parliament declared more 
openly again]^ the king. Some forces were in 

E 5 dc^d 
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ietA knU but onder commaDdcrs wke rathexf 
hindered than promoted the fubjedtion of the 
Kebels ; for, bypiandetbg all tfidikniolnately^. 
they weakened thofe moft who were leaft able 
jto bear new loiTes ; by difregafding aU thofe 
who adted. by the king's authority, they de» 
Uroyed the union which was n^ceAary to fuc* 
eefs ;. and, by treating' the whole kingdom 
with. anreafonaUe feverity, tiiey cncourageii 
i&e opinion, that nothing kid than extirpattoo^ 
was intended y and therefore added to the ar« 
doai o£ refentmettfr ^e fury oi defpair. 

The marguisy rtftrmned in the execitti^ oS 
hit power, by dirediona frooir the- juftkes, 
nnfeafonably and otftft/ivey ciitumftaT>lial^ 
and was fo much perplexed with diftruft and 
nifreprefentatiofi, that noting prevented his 
r^gnation of his command^ diu- the certftiit« 
knowledge that he would be liscoeeded byr 
Ibme one not equally anxions to proasote the 
advantage, stnd defiuid the honour, of the 
king.. 

About thiii ^me it was thought necefiary to^ 
fend the army into the field, and an expedi* 
tion was intended for the conqtieft of Roi^* 
imd Wexford; The marquis of Ormood fe^ 
out therefore with his forces> and came before 
^Rofe on the twelfth of March». 1643.; an^ 
would foon have been able to take it, bein^ 
at: iirft but weakly garrifoned, had not the: 
juftices negledked to fend him, not only am* 
munition, but victuals for his foldiers ; alt. 
which being to be tranfported by fca, were fb« 

negligently;.- 
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neglfgemly provided, that the wind, which 
was for niany days favourable, altered before 
tie velfe! wafs ready for the voyage ; and the 
army, inllead of annoying* the enemy, had no 
care fp preffing as that of procuring bread, 
which was fen t, in a very little quantity, froni 
the garrifon of Dancannon. 

Having no provifions^ and being unabk to* 
*, lye before a town well |jrovided, they firll re- 
folytd upon an attach, which was made with- 
|- ott fiiecefs, though wixh no great lofs ; but 
' ^ere was no time for enlarging the breachy. 
dr proceeding by more flow and certain me-r 
ihodj, for Prefton had now gathered an army 
of fix theuikfid foot, and £x mindred and fiftyc 
Itorfe ; and,- by having ^ifeffion of the coun- 
try, cut off the foraeers, and reduced the be-:, 
iegers to the neceflity of abandoning their d^» 
fign, or of ftarving in their camp. . A council 
was called ii) this exigence^, by which it wa» 
Ibon determine^ to cotne to an engs^ement^ 
for there was indeed iibthing eHe in their 
power : and therefore the army was immedi* 
ately drawn ofF from before the place, and 
Inarched againft the enemy, who^ .determin- 
ing to giv^ theiri battle, waited only for the 
attack. 

The batde lafted not long before Pr^fton'r 
froops gave way, and fled firfl to a bog» 
and then over the Barrow, where he broke 
down the bridge b^ind him, and left the mar- 
^ui9 to fopply hintfelf with ncee^aries fror» 

£. 6> thr> 
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the country, ' which was now -«.holly at hit 
mercy. 

But the diflrefs and poverty of the army 
was the faaie after the vi^lory as before it; 
for, though the country, which was now 
open to them, furnilhed them with proviiions 
for their retreat, yet, beino; caked and ex- 
haofled, it would not fuppTy any (lores for 
a longer fupport, and therefore they returned 
to Dublin, where they found the famediilrefs; 
and where they were again to reprefent, to re- 
•monlliate, to petition^ and to fiarve. The 
juHices were unwilling that the king fliould 
receive any information of the date of the na- 
tion, cr of the army ; and therefore the mar- 
quis of Ormond, who was not equally inclined 
to make his fovereign contemptible^ fent, 
vithout their concurrence, fuch a narrative as 
was concerted by him with (everal of the privy* 
council. 

This, with other accounts which had been 
tranfmitted, had fuch an effed, that Sir WiU 
liam Parfons was at length removed from his 
poft of lord-juflice, and was fucceeded by Sir 
Henry Tichbourne, who had more aiFedlion 
for the king's (ervice. But the change of one 
cf the governors, though it might fet the mar- 
quis free from fome embarrafments, could 
contribute very little to the fupport of the 
army, who^ neceffitles grew every day more 
preifing, 'and whcfe hopes of relief became 
. more diHatit ; for the rapifts enlarged their 

quarters 
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qoarters on every fide^ and the imprudence of 
fome oiHcersy and the barbarity of others^ by 
whom the Proteflants were commanded, was 
fuch, that they were perpetually encreafing 
that hatred which, among bigots, was naturally 
raifed by the imputation of herefy, and dif- 
pofed multitudes to rife againfl them, who had 
of themfelves no inclination to war, or necef- 
iity of living by plunder, 

Diilrefs thus hourly encreaiing, and the 
enemy, though they were often driven out of 
the field, yet returning to it with greater 
numbers, it was at length thought convenient 
by the kiag, that a ceiTation of arms (hould 
be propofed ; and a commiffion to treat was 
fent to the marquis of Ormond, who thought 
it neceflary, but knew not how to fe't it on 
loot without inconvenien<;e or difgrace to hij^ 
fovercign. , 

It was neceflary, to the king's honour, that 
the firfl offer ihould be made by the rebels ; 
and it was likewiie proper, that the council 
ihould own, in fome folemn manner, their 
convi6lion of the impra^icability of eftabliih-, 
ing the peace of the nation by any other means. 

In order to procure the firft overtures from 
the Ifiih, agents were employed who, after 
long, deliberation, prevailed upon tham to 
propofe a ceiFation for twelve months j and, 
that the juftices might have no pretences that 
a negotiation of fuch importance was fet on 
foot, either without their concurrence, or in 
oppofition to their advice, tlie marquis Ifirft 

demanded. 
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denutticlcd, in a full council Whethei' any. 
jaan could offer a proposal more honourable* 
fbr the king, or more advunugcoas to the 
nation, than that of a- ccflatJon t None had 
afiy thing ro offer, or cou4d give information' 
erf any meafures that had a probable appear*- 
ance^ of fiiccei's ; and therefore a ceffation ^asi 
ne€eflftr% to be admitted as the only fefource^ 
then remaining. The marquis was wilHng, 
koWever» that no poffibility of Aifpkion (hottld 
be hhj that might fabjeft thia part of lai 
eondod to t&e imputation of cowardice, ot. 
imrliaation to gratify the rebels by concern » 
which might have been avoided ; and there* 
ft>re» to pat a ftop fbr ever to ali ibch inftnin- 
aition», he made an ofier. That, if the ju& 
tkes and council, who were beft acquainted 
with the condition of the ftate, could procure 
only ten thoufaad pounds, half in money^ 
sind half in vidlaals,. he wonld flill profecatr 
tbe war, a&d endeavour to enlarge his quar>^ 
lers. 

Upon this propofal, the mayor of Dublin^ 
and ^Ibme of the moft wealthy citizens, were 
required to attend, and confolted'by what 
means fuch a fapply could h: procured : 
%ut they declared their opirJon, that noTtrclv. 
l^vy coifid be made ; at) : thai the country* 
was too much exhatfted be able to give any^ 
fert^er a'^ailance'br irs o' t prefervation. The 
aiarqnis was therefore a. xiill liberty to purfue* 
Kis'own meafures, and proceed to negotiate a^ 
t«^&tion«. ' ' 

^ ft? 
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k is not to be imagined, bat that the rebels 
were fully fenfible of their own fuperiority^ 
and were therefore* not eaiiiy to be perfiiadedt 
to fttch terras as it w«s fit to allow them ; for 
it was Dece(&ry for the government to main-> 
tain an air of faperk}rity, even when its di- 
ftrefies could not but be known ; and therefore 
was not to be avoided, that many dt£iculcie» 
would ariie which, between enemies of ano-^ 
ther kindy. could not have happened; 

Aboot this ^me, arrived Hkewiie a com- 
Biiffioiier frpm the pope,, with a fupply of 
money and with ftoles of ws^r. Thefe added- 
yreax weight to tho influence which he ex-^ 
€9ted in opfX>fing the ceffation : but there were 
fiiil, in the army of the Papifb,. men of great 
nmk and reputation^ v«»ho ^l retained their 
^ty to the king, and who wifted, with the 
imnoft ardour, to put a flop to the defolation^ 
of their cotntry. Theie men flruggled very 
•ameftly for the celTation,: and by tneir means^ 
k was at \a& coneladed; 

The articles were not ratified tiH the fif- 
teenth of September ; and, in the mean time^ 
the Iriih had not only gathered in the harveft 
almofb vrathout interruption^ but had fre«^ 
gently adventnred' by night into the other* 
quarters, and reaped the corn, and^arried^ 
it away : (6 that the only juft complaint that- 
ttonld be made againfl; the ceflfation, was,. 
that it was too long delayed ; but that delays 
wa» im av oidabte^ where fa many men, off 

diifbrent 
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different interefts, opioions^ and inclinations^ 
were to be confulted. 

This ceHTacion, however, while it hurt 
only the Papifls, whofe anion it broke, and 
.whofe ardour it relaxed, was reprefented by 
the enemies of the marquis, and not lefs by 
thofe of the king, as an unfeafonable conceu 
fion ; and loud Glamours were raifed, as if the 

' proteilant iutereft had been betrayed, and the 
nation given up by treaty. 

This cefTation being thus concluded, the 
influencer fidelity, and diligence of the mar- 

' quis of Ormond became fo confpicuous, that 
it was thought neceiTary to confer upon him 
the lieutenancy of the kingdom ; and he (bon 
afterwards received the word, and entered 
upon his office ; not, indeed, with much hope 
of ferving his king, or of remedying many of 
the diforders. They had proceeded too far to 
give way to a government which was without 
any force to fupport it ; which only a very 
fmall diib-idt profelfed to obey ; and which 
had no advantage, but that of its legality. 
He had therefore this only. comfort, thaT, tho' 
he could not do much, he could yet do more 
than any othef man ; and, that what autho- 
rity was yet maintained . by his fovereign in 
Ireland, was the confequence of the reputation 
and influence of the lieutenant. 

In the beginning of his lieutenancy, he was 
embarrafTed with many difficulties, which can- 
noti in this place, be recounted. He was ta 

endeavour 
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•adeavoar to retain all, without baving the 
means of recompencing any ; and to com- 
mand without the poaci* of compuliion. 
There were few who thought their duty of fo 
much importance as to be preferable' to their 
intereil ; at id undoubtedly many, if they were 
inclined to the right, were, in the dillradtfon 
of oppofite motives, unable to determine their 
own choice. 

In the midft of thefe perplexing diilurb* 
ances, it was hoped that he might Tend fome 
alEfiance to the Royalifls ; but armies could 
not be enlifled, nor tranfported, without pay 
and proviiion ; and he was unprovided with 
money. 

• The Irifti, during the quiet of the ccffation, 
by which r..me deures 01 a fixed and lairing 
peace could not but be excited, fcnt commil- 
fioners to Oxford to treat with the king s but, 
at firft, propofed conditions which could not, . 
without reproach, be made the foundation of 
a treaty; and on which; therefore, no con fer-> • 
ence was allowed. They ibon difcovered 
that they had required more than ^ould be 
granted; and therefore, in a few da)s, mO" 
derated their demands, infilling only on the ; 
abrogation of the«penal laws againfl:rcciifants; 
the rights of enjoying poAs and offices • in the 
government ; the exclusion from the parlia* - 
ment of all peribns who' had not edates in the . 
kingdom of Ireland ; and a general a£l of ob* 
liirion which (hould fecure both perfon and 

ciiate. 
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To thefe, feveral- other propofitions were 
added, of left importance, or lefs exteaiiv& 
in their confequences : upon \i^ch the treaty 
of peace was wholly referred to the marquis c€, 
Ormond, who was more acqiiainted than thejf. . 
with the condition of Ireland ; and whofe per* 
ibnal influence on many of the (:ommiflion- 
€H might enable htm to j-eaibn with more im« 
mediate reference to their particular opinion* « 
and dt&gm^ aad to fuggeft motives moie 
-tikely to operate upon their minds than gene*- 
ral arguments* 

Hi» knowledge, likewife^ of the a^irs of 
the kingdom, which, waa under his sovern^ 
ment, would give him opportunity of diilin^ 
guUhxng between the propofitions of more or 
lefs importance, and of the confequencesi • 
which might be hoped or feared from any 
grant or denial. There were not, indeed,, 

. realbns wanting for throwing the burthen of 
this treaty upon the lord- lieu tenant ; but moCL 

*oi the arguments which inclined the council - 
af^Ox&rd to «4hife him for the talk, were of 
-'lual -weight to determine him again il the 
idertaking : and the event of this treaty 
gave the lieutenant new conviftion.of the im-* 
pofiibility of a valuable fervice to be performed 
oy him ; and, as it was natural to ^ftre, that 
it-might appear from equal failures in others,, 
that his impotenee was not the efFci5l of neg- 
ligence, or want of dexterity ; , and, as ne 
loon grew, weary of a poft in which he found 
nothing but the name of authority, and the 

pomp 
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potai^ of government, he entreated the king's 
permiffibn to' lay down the fword, that we 
diredion of the affairs of Ireland might be 
committed to fome perfon more eq^oal to the 
burthen. 

Before his departure^ howerer, the marquis, 
by his unwearied endeavours, faw th^ peace 
conehidedy without any coneefOons diiadvan* 
tageous to the proteflant religion^ or deroga* 
tory from the honour oi the king« The roar<» 
qois of Ormofid, aUb» in order to the promo« 
tion of the kingfs inlsrefti and the reconcih'aw 
tion of the conlederate Irilh,. he sUfo marched 
with a faalt force to Kilkenny^ where he wa9 
received with refped, by the fupreme council, 
as a governor of the kingdom ^ and from 
thence he proceeded into the remoter part» 
of the ]£and ; but had not went &r before 
he received intelligence of a deiign Faid b^ 
(yNjeil to /hrprize him, and to force him ta 
content to a new peace upon ether terms.^ 
CyNoilwas to be s^£btd. by Prcfton; and botlv 
were ''endeavouringy in the moft &cret man- 
ner, to diredt the march of their forces, fo as 
10 intercept the lieutenant in his progrefs. 

Of this defign he received fuch accounts as 
he could not diilrufty and therefore returned 
to- Dublin with the utflM)ft caution and expe« 
dttion ; hrs waggons being plundered at Kil« 
kenny^ and his plate, and other things of va-i^ 
kie, taken away. 

The pope's nuncfo then in Ireland now 
Ibuiffl .himielf ma&er of the £ekl t and, that 

his 
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his defigns might be no longer obftrudled, led 
his army to Kilkenny, and impFifoned the Ai- 
preme council, which he had found not fuffi- 
ciently difpofed to comply with hl«^ propofals* 

That the government n.ight be carried on, 
he fummoned an alTembly or the clergy, who 
inveiled themfclves with the authority which 
they had taken frorn^ the council, and alTumed 
the unlimitted diredlion of temporal as well a9 
fpiritual afiairs. They were now at the height 
of profperity, and endeavouring to .extend 
their authority to the utmoft boundaries of the 
kingdom, determined to -put an end to the 
lieu tenant^s authority, and ordered their forces 
to befiege Dublin. 

The two bodies of men under O'NeiJ andr 
teflon > <3id not wholly trull, or very di i- 
gently afliil eack other ; and there was fbrne 
profpedl of a treaty of Prefton for a unioit 
with the lord-lieutenant againft O'Neil ; but 
Preftoa w^as a man fo little fteady, and the 
Jrilh confederates had fo little fidelity, that 
nothing was to be trufled to their honour or 
their Oaths ; and therefore the marquis would 
not pat the lad remains of the. prxytedant 
power into thtir hands ; but refolved to fuf- 
tain a iiege in Dublin,, which he had fortified 
and provided as well as he could } the mar- 
chiouefs and ladies having, to encourage the 
workmen and iahabitaats,- carrried baikets af 
mould to form the trenches. 

But, 'though fbrtificacions might be built, 
proviiipn QOjald oot be procured in an ex*<* 
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liaufled country ; and therefore his enemies, 
who were well acquainted with his diftreA, 
had nothing more to provide againft than the 
Importation of victuals; and they might re- 
duce the town without batteries or affaults ; 
nor could he have avoided to fall into their 
hands, without the poffibility of a- ftruggle for 
vi^ory, by any other way than that of deliver- 
ing the city, and the commiffion by which he 
governed the kingdom, lb the powers then 
prevailing in England ; to whom, the king 
had informed him, that he deiired the king- 
dom ibould, when it could be kept no longer, 
be re/igned, rather than to the Irifh: 

Wheh the coramiffioners, who were dif- 
patched to treat with him for the furrender of 
the city, and of his authority^ arrived at 
Dublin, they likewife were inclined to impofe 
fuch conditions upon him,, as the diilrefs to 
which they iaw him reduced might oblige hiin 
to accept. But thefe he thought inconiiftent 
with his honour and his duty, an J therefore 
rejected their offers, and fuffered them to de- 
part without any agreement : but his diftreffes 
evefy day encreafing, and the inhabitants of 
the place growing difcontented, he was at 
Jail conflrained to yield on fiich terms as he 
could obtain ; and, on the twenty-eighth of 
July, 1647, refigned the fword of authorijty, 
and departed from the kingdom which he had 
defended with fo much fidelity, and governed 
with fo mach.wifdom.. 

The 
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Tbe confederates dar ft no longer contiaiie 
At fiege» but ceticed when the new garriipn 
was adimtOBd» and retorned into the coantry, 
where it was now neceflary for them to unite 

. j^ainft a more farioas and potent enemy; and 

• to provide for their defence, by ilfeagthenipg 
their fortificattons and encreafing their forcesv 

. aicertainiag dtek iatelUgence, ai^i ftoring thour 

' inagazines. 

Thofe thathad adhered to the king and the 
marquis, were now without tiny advantage 
from their loyidtyy beiag eaually hated and 
iufpc£led on every fide. When the marqois 
left Dublin in this forlon and calamitous con- 

.-dition, he could not forbear declaring^ with 
<that cheftrfttlnefe which has been ufuaUy 
known to accompany great minds, that ke 
«xpeded fome time to return in a (late of 
^ower and pfofperity of which there was not, 
at that AtoCf any profpe<£t ; for the kiog was 
in the h^nds of his moft implacable ^^emtes, 

: ^ILhif forces w«re fapprefied, and aU his gar- 

. rifons furreiidertd. 

The marquisr however, whefe ardour for 
thf^fenrice of his mafter did not depend v^a 
fortune, went, to attend htm at Hampton^ 
<ourty where he was then, as he himfelf 
termed, an honourable prisoner, his friends 
iiot being yet excluded by violence, -though, 
undoubtedly, very mnch di£coHntenanoed» 

Here the marquis was admitted to that con • 
£dence which ndelity & long tmd might 

juftJly 



J A ME S BU T L«:R. jf 

juftly expert ; and, when be ofibrM to refigm 
dxe lieutenancy, in wbich he had been able 
to tSxiX £o little, was told by the king. That 
he ihonld keep his coxntaiifion to a time of 
better fortune ; for that no ether fiioold have 
the fansfa^on of enjoying that andiority 
which he had ufed fo wdl thoagh fi> unfoc* 
cefsfally. ' 

The lord lieutenant then gave him an ac« 
<:oant of -the ftatc of the nation which he had 
left ; and, that h^s coadud might be the bet- 
ter underdbod, prefented a Memorial ; moft 
of which it is not improper to infert. 

The Memorial delivered to King 
Charles I. by the Marquis- of 
Ormond, 

NoTwiTHSTAMDiifG-yotir 01 ajefty's' letter 
from Newcaftle, fbrbiding any other treaty 
with the Iriih ; and, notwithftaniing their 
- littving failed to fend the men conditioned 
for, without which, though it was quetliofia- 
Ue how I might haire . juMfied the doing 
thereol^ your najefly's commander in that 
point conuderedy yet I agreed to a peace« 
Soon after the concloiion whereof, I had no- 
tice of the pra&ices of the nuncio and clergy 
againft the fame ; th^r excommmai^^ting <|f 
all that ihonid adhere to the peace ; their iii- 
terdidi)!^ all places where it was proclaimed ; 

. and 
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, and forbiding, upon like penalties, the col* 
le^Hon and payment of monies collected 9 to 
thofc formerly appointed thereto by their ge- 
neral aflfembly. All which, notwith (landing, 
to the end your majefty might .reap the fruits of 

« a peace, I had fo far adventured to conclude, 
that I went to Kilkenny, being invited thither, 
and informed by divers, efpecially thofc of 
Preiten's party, that my prefence would foon 
remove the caufes, or fupprefs the effe£k t>f 
the clergy's difcontent. 

When I came to Kilkenny, I found thoie 
who had concluded the peace with ml, (by 
meflengers from them ; namely, Mr. Nicholas 
Piunket and Mr. Patrick Darcey) treating 
with the clergy at Waterford, under colour of 
endeavouring to appeafe them. Much heat 
there fecmedtobe betwixt them, and I really 
believe fome of them were in earneft : but I 
eafily difcovered the drift of others was, either 
to force and confirm^ my lord of Glamorgan's 
conditions, or at leaft to engage myfelf in 
• fome new ones in point of religion. But con- 
fidering how I was limited therein by your 
majeify, and how unbounded their demands 
would be, if I' once gave way to any- new 
treat/, I pofitively infilled upon their public 
.* faitk already pledged, and abfolutely refufed 
^ engage in any new treaty with the clergy : 

. .^ yet 1 aifured them, that, without your ma-» 
jeily's diredions, I would not difpoifefs .thjem 
of the churches then in their poilefiion, nor 
interrupt the j nrifdidion of their clergy withm 

the 
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tlic quarters poflefled by them ; and that 1 
would not underftand any dire^ions from your 
inajefty in thofe particulars to be yours, till 
your majefty fhould be reftored to a free con- 
dition : and, further, that I would obey all 
ibch commands as 1 (hall receive from your 
jnajefly to their advantage. 

Whilft thefc affairs were in agitation, and 
great hopes were given, me, that this affuraince 
would fatisfy them, fo as to bring me into the 
greater fecurity ; the nuncio, and his party, 
wnt for Owen O'Neil to cut off my retreat to 
Dublin, and to force me to comply with thtir 
terms ; or, as by the fequel is more probable, 
to deftroy the fmall party of one thoufand two 
hundred foot, and two hundred horie, I had 
brought with me as guards ; which, if they 
had efiedled, being the beil men of the army, 
I>ublin, and other garrifbns rendering obedi- 
ence to your majefty'fi authority, would have 
been theirs with much eafe, when their uhtN^d 
forces fhould be drawn againfl them, as after- 
wards they were. 

Upon notice of Owen O'Neile's being in- 
vited by the clergy, having realon to be jea- 
Jons of his readineis to anfwer their fummons, 
for that he had not caufed the peace to be pro- 
4!ladffied in his army, as general Prelloa had, 
.with great iblemnity, done in his ; I fent fe- 
-^r-^' i-*---s ind mefiages to general Prcllon, 
I thought well affected, urging 
raw together, for the making good 

e peace they hod. ib cheerfully received, and 
V«L.VII. F -for 
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for the prefervation of themfelves and theJr 
country from the rapine of the northern army, 
wherewith they had been acquainted. 

By ferae I was anfwered. That their men 
were difperfed by their excommunications j 
by others, that they had no means to keep or 
draw them together; for that the colleftors, 
terrified with the church cenfures, would pay 
them nothing; and to thisefFed was Prellon's 
anfwer alfo : whereupon I fent to fpeak with 
him, if any thing from the dergy ftuck with 
him ; but he made his excule, pretending 
ficknefs. 

Notwithftanding all thefe ill figns, T yetde<* 
termined to ufe all polfible ways to try what 
might be done ; and with this refolution went 
from Kilkenny to Carrick, and from thence to- 
wards Caftel, where the peace, had been pro- 
claimed : but when I had got within two 
miles thereof, I met with a letter from the 
SftiyOT, defiring me not to come thither, for 
that he and the town were threatened, if they 
received me, to be utterly deftroyed by the 
northern army, then within a day'« march of 
them. 

The advance of that force in J)urfuit of me, 
the lord Dillon, and others who met me that 
day, gave me notice of. I was then al<b a8- 
vertifed, that Mac Thomas, as they call him, 
with the Munfter horfe, declared %^ie Ro- 
mi(h clergy, and was within fome flU di- 
ilance, drawing towards me : andflBeing 
thereof affured by the earl of CafUehaven and 

' others 
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others, I quickly found myielf forfaken by 
moft of thofe who had received and pro- 
claimed the peace : and having not had, be- 
fore that time, fo much as intelligence of 
Owen O'Neile's march, though his way was 
cIo(e by Prefion, I conceived it then high tim^s 
to look back towards my fmall party of foot, 
which I had left near Kilkenny ; and accord- 
ingly, that night, I fent them orders to draw 
back towards Dublin ; and, having myfelf 
inarched all that night, the next day I quar- 
tered with the horfe five miles (hart of them, 
at a garrifon then in your majefty*s power ; 
but, having fre(h intellligcnce that Owea 
O'Neile marched fall on the left hand of us, 
a' nearer way towards Dublin, I haftened, and, 
by Jong marchers, came to Dublin on the thir- 
teenth of September, having been forth about 
three weeks : but neither in my march, going 
or coming, was there any violence offered to 
the country, nor was there any thing taken but 
what was paid for. * 

, When we were come to Dublin, my lord 
'Dighy and I confidered what was then to be 
done ; and at lad determined to make appli* 
cation to the parliament, upon conditions, and 
for reafons, to be otherwife imparted to yout. 
majeily. 

Not* long after my return to Dublin, I re- 

rf^ivi^AJBtt ■' froni Sir Lucas Dillon and Dr. 

rl, who were employed for the 

ag an account of their negotiation 

Jviccs i which tending to a forbear- 

F 2 ance 
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ance of ads of hoilility, I took hold of; an j» 
in my anfwer, did, in a manner, beg a<:cfla- 
tion» to the end that mifunderdandmgs might 
be removed ; and, if it were pcflibic, the 
peace might yet be fettled. Bat to this an- 
fwer of mine there was no reply, nor fo much 
as any overture tending towards a looking into 
the former pafiiges, or reconciling of differ- 
ences : but the next news I heard was of their 
drawing forces together ; raifmg of new | 
and, at length, of Owen O'Neile s fummon- 
ing your majefty's garrifons, taking fome upon 
conditions, and fome by force, and ufmg great 
cruelty lo thofe that relifted. Prefton was alfo 
drawing together his forces, but yet uied no 
adls of hoftiiity. 

Whereupon I wrote letters to them both, to 
know what was the end and ground of their 
proceedings : whereon they feverally returned 
me anfwer s, by which 1 could gather nothing 
but aiTurance, that they inteiMied the taking of 
all your majefty's garrifons, and deftrudtion of 
your majefty's ferf ant : and, though, by let- 
ters from colonel Fitz- Williams, 1 had fome 
information of Prefton's joining therein with 
Owen O'Neile, I could not believe, however 
his tender confcience might induce him to 
help us, though he was fufficiently engaged 
thereunto, that yet he would, contrary to fo 
many proteftations, appear aftively a| 
and therefore oxpoftulated the /ni 
him in the beft and leaft ofFenfive 
could : which produced no other anfv 
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certain unreaibnable propofitions, whereuntO' 
I neverthelefs returned a reafonable anTwer, 
defiring to be informed with whom I was to 
treat, and how they were authorifeJ: wherc- 
unto I never had any reply; but, in (lead • 
thereof, had fuch affurances that they fell to 
dcftroyiiig your majetly's quarters, and at Lift 
to the blocking up the^city of Dublin j which, 
for mere want of powder, whereof there was 
not, in his majefty's (lores, fourteen barrels, 
they had carried : if, upon fending com mi f- 
fioners to treat with the parliament, according 
to what was refolved between my lord Digby 
and me, we had not gotten about thirty bar- 
rels from a fea-captaiii then in the bay of Dub- 
lin. 

Whilft Prefton and Owen O'Neile lay thus 
before the city, there arrived commiffionerfi 
from both houfes of parliament, with power 
to treat, and with fupplies of men, money^ 
smd vxduals ; which, at fach a time, being in 
want of food, and all necciTaries for defence,' 
and blocked up b^ two llrong armies, by 
«vhom we expelled hourly to be aflfaulted, they 
thought I durft not refufe, upon what condi- 
tions, foever offered ; or, if I did, that your 
majefty's army, and the inhabitants of Dublin, 
tyould rife againft me. Yet they, wanting 
yoar.jBaie^"*s diredlions for delivering unto 
aces under your majefty's autho- 
juiing to fuccour us upon any. other 
treaty broke off; and they, with 

F 3 tbeit. 
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their men, were fcnt away greyly difpleafed 
with me. 

During the ftav of ihofe commiflioners at 
Dublin, Dcgan the treaty between my lord 
Clanricard and geceral Prefton, together with 
his officers; which, though I very much 
* doubted, was drawn on, rather for fear of 
any agreement with the afore faid commifiion* 
ers, and to break off my treaty with thenij 
than out of any real intention or inclination to 
peace and quietnef§ : yet, Prefton and his of- 
ficers having fo deeply and folemnly fworn to 
iland to the peace, and be thenceforth obedi- 
ent to your majefty's authority, 1 fuffered my- 
felf to be perfuaded to undertake, and do, all 
things that by my lord Clanricard's e'ngage- 
ment was expected from me, the receiving of 
a maftering power of Prellon*s men in yoar 
majefty's garrifons excepted ; which, by all 
^eans poffible was tried ; though it was nei. 
ther abfolutely agreed to by my lord Clan- 
ricard, nor by him prefTc^d to be aflented unto| 
which preiTure of theirs, in that point, added 
to my fafpicipn, that all their profcffions were 
the effefts of a contrivance between the nuncio 
and Prefton, to procure an entrance into» and 
the maftery of, J)ublin ^ as fince it hath ap- 
peared to be. 

Yet ftili I refblved to drive them to a point, 
and being thereto invited Sy PreftonflM^e- 
Bient with, and letters to, my lord Cl^Hc- 
ard, I marched out, in hopes of the coiPmc- 

tion 
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tion of his farces with ihofe few I was able to 
bring, according to his engagement: but, be- 
ing come within a day's march of the place af- 
figned, I met with a letter from Prefton to the 
marquis of Clanricard to this efFedl : that his 
officers, not being excommunication -proof, 
were deferted from him to the nuncio's party ; 
and therefore he advifed me to proceed no far- 
ther, but expedl the iflue of a general affem- 
bly, that was to be at Kilkenny on the tenth 
of January following, where he doubted not 
bat things would Befet right by the con fen t of 
the whole kingdom ; which would be much 
more for his majcfty's fervice, than to attempt 
the forcing of a peace upon thofe that wcr« 
averfe to it. 

Though I was little fatisHed With that dif- 
appointment, and feared that the power of the 
clergy had, to fraftrate a peace, concluded by 
virtue of the bed authority, any perfon in their 
cale could delegate, would rather encreafe 
than diminith by the time that was given ihem 
to work in ; and though I could not appre- 
}i£ttd how it could be pofiible for me, in the 
mean time, to maintain the army ; or, when 
it ftiould come 10 want, to keep off the ciiy, 
that would be raifcd for a new addref^ to (he 
parliament, the Irifh having fo often deceived 
us : yet, that they might be left without any , 
cxcufe,^! reiblved, through all difficulties and 
hazards, to expedl the' illije oi" that aiTemb y : 
LuT, for the eafe of cur quarters, which were 
fo wailed by th« enemy's lying before Djblin, 

F 4 a.id 
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^nd the deftfudion that I was foiced comake 
upon their approach, that they were utterly 
unable to maintain the halt ox that little 
ainiy. 

I drew out as many more to the men I had 
with n^e, afS made them, in all, abotit one 
thoufand two hundred foot ^nd fix hundred 
horie, aud with them marched into their 
quarters ; where, hotwithflanding their pro- 
vocations by feveral breaches of faith, aggra- 
vated by high and cri^el ads of hoililicy, I 
fufTered no violence to be done apon any 
man's perfon or goods ; or any thing to be 
taken but neceiTary proviiions of meat and 
drink ; though, during my abode in thi»^ 
friendly manner among them, the captain and 
lieutenant of my gu^rd were barbaroufly mur- 
dered upon the high -way, having flayed at a 
town a little while after their company was 
inarched away, in confidence of the good af- 
fection profefTed by the country : and, though 
not only their new-eleded council had pro- 
claimed us enemies, and commanded hot war 
to be made upon us ; but, which was mote 
contrary to my expedation, they Jiad prevailed 
with Prcfton to difavow any obligation upon 
him, by th^ tranfaflion with my lord Clanii- 
card ; at length, after all oar pains taken to 
jnake the nobility and gentry underftand, how 
nluch the honour and fecurity of their natioo 
was concerned, in the vindication of their 
public faith, and in their fubmiiTion to yolir 
majeftyfa authority ; after all the hopes v/e 

could 
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could defire was given hs by alf tl>e confider- 
ablc men of Englifli cxtradion, and by fomc 
well affefted of Irifh extra<5tion ; and after fix 
weeks patient endarance, and very incommo* 
dious and hazardous removals, from place to 
place, in the depth of winter ; there came 
forth from the anembly that (Irange declara- 
tion that at once acquitted thofe that had con- 
dttded the peace, as men fully entruftcd, and 
faithliiny diicharging that ti*ull ; and yet de- 
dared the peace fo concluded to be void. 

Soon- after there came forth certain propor- 
tions offered them by their clergy, which they 
approved of, and folemnly fwore to infill upon 
them ; which were fuch as, I well knew, yotir 
xaajefty would never confent to upon any con- 
ii deration. 

Here, I humbly conceive, your majefly will 
judge there was a full period to all our hopes 
from the Irilh: and now your majefly may 
pleafe to underfiand, that, upon the firil ad- 
vancement of the armies under Prefton and 
Owen O'Neite^s leading to the city of Dublin, 
I itppiied myfelf for fuccour to the Scots in the 
north of Ireland ; by whole anfwer, fent by 
one captain Cunningham, both in writing and 
•verbally, and alfo by papers that pafTed from 
the Scots commiffioners in England, and more 
particularly thofe faid to be the fpeechcs of 
the chancellor of Scotland, I conceived fome 
hopes, that, poilibly, fome ufc might be made 
of them for the prefervation of your majefty*s 
intereil in Ireland ; whereunto to invite them, 

f 5 I em» 
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I employed my bcft endeavours, by my an-. 
fwci-s to Cunningham, and by fending foon 
after him major Gibibn, a man of approved 
genius ; but he returning to me with an unfa- 
lisfaftory anfwer to my propo/itions, I in* 
ilrudted Sir George Hamilton, and fent him 
from Dublin, to attend yoUr majefty, then, 
as I hoped, upon good terms with your Scot- 
tilh fubje^ls at Newcaftle : and, in his way, 
he was inftrufted to make trial, once more, of 
the affedtions of the Scotch army. 

He began his journey at the« time I was 
drawing forth upon Prefton's invitation j but, 
through fickne(s, was obliged to. fl^y fomc 
days at Dundalk ; and, during his (lay there, 
he deiired an interview with colonel John Ha- 
milton ; which being given him, he from him 
tjuderftood the refolution taken by the parlia- 
ment of Scotland, and by their army, lo de- 
liver your majefty to the houfes of parliament 
in England ; and, with a fad affurance thereof. 
Sir George returned tome to Trym, where he 
found me, and the party I had with me, in 
fuch want of proviiion, and fo harra/Ted, that, 
within a few days, after having made fome 
fuccefsful inroads into the county of Cavan, 
for the gaining of cattle ; and hearing from 
your majefty's council at Dublin, that the in* 
habitants there, being brought to extreme po- 
verty, flatly refufed 'longer to contribute to- 
wards the fupport of the army ; I was forced 
to return to Dublin. 

There 
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There, upon confideration of our weak and 
defperate condition, and of the approach of 
the fpring, which would certainly bring fome 
enemy agalnft us, it was unanimouily refjlvec^ 
by your majefty's council, that it was more for 
your majefty*s honour and intereft,, to put 
Dublin, and all thegarrifons that reinaintfd in 
obedience to your majefty, into the hands of 
the two houfes of parliament in England, 
than to fufFer them to be taken by the Iri/h ; 
and, for this opinion; Tome of the reafon^ 
were, 

Pirft, It was ♦doubted it would give too 
much advantage to thefe calumnies that had 
been call upon your njajefly, of too much 
favouring the popifh religion, if ail tlie 
churches in the quarters, yielding obedience 
to your majelly, fljould be given, or fuffered 
to be taken, to the ufe of that religion ; 
and the exercife of the proteftant religion ci- 
ther totally fuppreffed, or, at the bell, be v.U 
lowed, by connivance in corners, a favour rot 
then afforded to any within the Irilh quar- 
ters. 

Secondly, It was feared it might reflecfl on 
your majelly's honour, if thole fubjects of 
yours, that bad fo conilantly ferved you, and 
flill continued fo to do, long after )our nia- 
jefly had no one place, that I can call to 
ji)ind, holding for you in all your three kin?-- 
doms, fhould, at lall, be fubjec^ed to the ty- 
ranny of thofe that then ruled among tiie 
Irifti ; from whom what ufage they were to 

F 6 expecl, 
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expe£k, was obvious by their frequent per* 
fidiei» by the ufage of other b of yoar ixiajef* 
ty's fubjedts fallen into theiri hands. 

A third reaCba was, upon the confideratron 
of the intereftofyourmajefty's crown; wherein 
it appeared to U6» that, if the places we held 
were put into the hands of the two houfes of 
parliament, they would revert to your majeily 
when, either by treaty, or otherwile, you 
would recover your rights in England, and 
chat, in all probability, without expence of 
treafure or bloods 

•a 

• / 

The marquis, though he liad the iatisfao 
tion of finding thai: his endeavours, however 
unprofperous, were well accepted, and that 
he ilill retained the fevour ot his fovereign, 
wae yet, by no means, in a Hate of happinei's 
or frifety ; for he was not . only affli^ed witk 
thd misfortunes of his mailer, who was then 
^vifibly lofing the little influence and refpedl 
which lys charafter had hitherto enabled ninu 
to retain, even among thofe who now had 
him in their power ; but he wa» likevvife him- 
felf harraiTed with perfunal difficulties ; the 
debts which he had contracted for the public 
fervice were now required to be difcharged. 

Indeed he had, by his capitulation, fix 
mcnths to liquidate them ; but this term be* 
ing»very near expired, he made his apprehen- 
lion from them the pretext for going off pri- 
vately ; though the real motives were an order 
from the committee at Derby- houfe, dated on 

the 
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tlie fifteentk of Febraary, 1 648, requiring 
him to fend ihem, upcin bis parole of hoaour, 
and under his own hand, an aflurance that he 
would not, during his reftdence in England* 
do any thing in dilTervice of the parliament ; 
and he had no inclination to^be ferved wit^ 
this order. He was alft) fenfible diey were 
grown jealous of him» and wanted no pretence 
to feize upon his peribn, for which he had 
been advifed a waNraff^ was a^ually iiTued. 

It was therefore prudent to provide for his 
king's intereft, by fecuring his own liberty ; ^ 
and croflin^ the country from Aden, about 
ten miles dii^ant from Briilol» where he had 
£xed his refidence, the better to carry on the 
correfpondence he had entered into with the 
lord Inchiquin^ took (hipping at HaHings, in 
Sui&x, landed -at Diepe, and went to pay his 
duty to the queen and prince at Paris ; where 
he correfponded with the earls of Loudon, 
Lauderdale, and Laeerick, in Scotland, by 
the means of Sir John Hamilton ;and, by the 
intervention of colonel John Barry, kept up, 
in Ireland, the correfpondence he had before 
fettled with lord Inchiquin, who, fincerely af- 
fected to monarchy and the Engliih conhitu* 
tion, was refolved, at all hazards, feeing the < 
Independants take large flrides towards the 
xnurder of the'king, and depreffion of the lio- 
biiity^ to ferve and reftore his majefty. ' 

The marquis had not been long at Paris 
l)efore agents', deputed by the general afTem- 
bly, arxived there^ from Island, to the 

queen* 



no BRITISH PLUTARCH. . 

queen and prince, to treat of a peace, as the 
only expedient to favc the kingdom. The 
marquis was confulted, and gave his opinion 
on the demands they brought, and the method 
neceflary to be followed to promote his ma- 
jefty's intereft ; to which it was thought th« 
marquis might greatly contribute by his return 
thither ; and he not only deiigned it, but 
made what provision he was able, to that 
end, equally wi&ed and urged by the well- 
affedled among the confederates ; and by the 
lord Inchiquin, on whom they chiefly de» 
pended ; but it was neceflary, previoufly, to 
reconcile fome animofities between him, In- 
chiquin, and lord Broghill, general of the 
hOrfe; which, if ngt removed, might much 
obllrudt the meafures of the former, notwith- 
ilanding they had equally his majefty's intereft 
at heart : wherefore he thought it abfolutely 
neceflary to reconcile thefe two, that they 
might unite in the ftrpport of the royal 
caufe. 

Having been afllired of Inchiquin's refolu- 
tion, he endeavoured, even before he left 
England, to engage Broghill in,' and found 
him as ready as he could have wiflied, to en- 
ter upon fo glorious an enterprize : nay, he 
found his lordfliip, generous enough to make 
his refentments give place to the royal fervice, 
and willing to be the fiifl in his advances to 
a reconciliation with Inchiquin : which was 
extremely well received by the queen and 
prince : but the parliament of England alter- 
ing 
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ifig their propofed meafures, rendered ahor-« 
tive the views of the marquis and thefe noble- 
men. 

The marqais's return to Ireland being, as 
affairs then ftood, the only method that could 
be taken to iave the kingdom, made him \cty 
importunate with the French court -for the 
aeceifary fupplies ; but he was long delayed, 
and, at length, put off with fuch a trifling 
fum, that it was confumed in neceffaries for 
the voyage and the fub/iHence of bis attendants 
before he could get his diijpatches from St* 
Germains and embark for Ireland. However, 
he arrived in that kingdom, where he was 
impatiently expe^ed by Inchiquin, landing at 
Cork on the twenty-ninth of September, 1648, 
v^ith no more than thirty French pifloles for 
his military chefl. 

The marquis had now no power but from 
the queen and prince to conclude a peace 
with the Icifh ^ but this, however, he got ra- 
tified by the king, then priibner in the lile of 
Wight; and with this ratification, which was 
by letter only, he received his majefty's com- 
mands to difobey all public orders, which he 
ihould give him, while under reflraint. 

The uniting Ireland in his roajefty's inte- 
reHs was the only vifible means to fave his 
life, and the only propofed end of the mar- 
quis's return to that kingdom. With this 
view he publiQied a declaration, on the fixth 
of Oftober, in which he mentions his having 

delivered 
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delivered up Dublin to the parliament, with 
his reaCons for fo doing. He declares. That 
lie deems it his duty to ufe his«eadeavoar6 to 
recover his majeily's rights ; and obferves, 
that the proteftant army, in Munikr, having 
manifefted their integrity to the king's perfoa 
and right, was efteemed by the king a$ a fea« 
ibnable expreflion of their loyalty. That ht 
would employ his utaiod endeavours far let* 
tling the proteilant religion, for maintaiain^ 
the privileges and freedoni of parliafaent, ana 
the liberty of the fubjeft.^ 

He declares he will, at the hazard of his 
life, oppofc all rebels who (hall refufe obedi* 
ence to his majefty on the terms he (hail re- 
quire it, and endeavour the fupprefiion of the 
Indcpendants. That, to prevent all diftruft 
. from former differences, he declares himfelf 
fully authorized to a/Ture them, that no di- 
^in6tion i&all be made on any fuch account ; 
but, that all who engaged in the caufe 
(hould be treated with equal regard and fa*- 
vour. That the pofi fhould be forgot, and he 
would ufe his utmoll diligence to provide for 
their fubfidence, and do theoi all the good of* 
fices in his power, requiring no otW retura 
than their perfeverance, &c. 

The marquis, though unafilfted, entered 
'Upon the treaty of peace with the confede^ 
rates, and, after having, with indefatigable 
zeal, unwearied diligence, labonri and exem- 
plary ileady loyalty, furmoontcd many diffi. 
-^ cultiesy 
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cuUles, it was at length couclu4e<i ; but not 
till feme days preceding th^it exf:crabk parii- 
cijde W2ts perpetrated. 

The marquis was inexprefllbly grieved wh«n 
he received an account of the kiiig^s n)urder9 
though it was what hfc had long ibreleen^ as 
kttowing his enemies capfibie of the moil enor- 
mous criotes. He iiniuediately cauitd the 
prince to be proclaimed in all the >totVAS 
which li^ere £ubjed to loyal authority. 

The marquis had many and very great dif- 
£ciiltie5 to ftnaggle with, arifing from ambi- 
tious p^etenfioDs in which it was impoffible t<> 
pleafe all ; consequently the diiappointed 
were alio the difcontented : befide the Roman 
clergy endeavoured to inflame the minds of 
the people ; and Owen O'Neile, who com- 
manded a body of hve thoufand foot and three 
thoufand horfe, of the beH and mpft experi- 
enced of the Iriili forces, would, upon 'no 
U:rms but his own^ which the obdinate IriQi 
commilSoners could not be induced to com- 
ply with, liilen to any accommodations, 
hopeing to make good conditions with the 
ludependants in Ersglanu, with whom a ne* 
gotiation-was carrying on by the abbe Crelly 
ajid the intervention of the Spanifli ambaiTa* 
dor, O'Neile deii^ning to quit Ireland and 
Ciiter into that fervice. 

Add to thefe ob(lru£lions to the king'$ fer« 
vice, the avarice and partiality to friends of 
the commifiioners for laifing money in the 
country ; the great want oi that and provi- 

iionsy 
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fions, and the Confederates reducing a great 
number of forces, under pretence that the pro- 
vinces could not' pay them ; and thefe men 
going over to, and enlifting with, O'Neile, 
It is ca/y, without enumerating more, to judge 
the perplexing iituation of the marquis. 

There was one remedy to all thefe evils, 
the preience of the king ; which he advifed 
and earneftly prelTed, both when he was 
prince, and after the murder of his royal fa- 
ther, as it would have ftrengthened his party 
by the accefiion of O'Neile ; and, if not all, 
of the greater part, of Jones's army ; have 
put an encl to many troublefome pretenfiOErs, 
and have united the kingdom in his fcrvice ; 
which was obflrudlcd even by thofe who were < 
fent to aiSft the marquis ; and who, through 
envy to him, avarice, indolence, pride, or 
concealed views, (lighted his advice, and ren* 
dered the aid he had expedled from the fleet 
altogether vain though it might have been of 
the moft iignal fervice in diftrefSng the enemy 
and reducing the kingdom. 

His majefty, convinced by the ftrength of 
his excellency's arguments, rcfoved upon fol- 
lowing his advice, and palling. over into Ire- 
land ; but was-fruflrated in his defign by the 
Scotch commiffioners, who were fent from the 
convention in Scotland to him in Holland, 
with moft infolent propofitions ; and by the 
mean artiftce of the deputies of the ftates, who 
warmly cfpoufed their caufe. 

The 
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The xnarquis, left alone to (Iruggle with in' 
numerable difHcultie's, was not, however, dif' 
couraged ; his fpirits feemed to rife in prx>* 
portion to the difiiculties he had to encounter* 
for, with a iinall arnry, without nooney, with* 
out provifions, bat not, without dilguils among 
themfelvesy not entirely to be depended upon, 
and ac the fame time advifed of a deiign to 
aflafljnate him, he meditated a deiign upon 
Dublin, which might have been eafily carried, 
had others been equally vigilant, diligent, and 
zealous for his majefly's fervice. The taking 
of this city would undoubtedly have been the 
red uflion of the whole kingdom, and might 
probably have been the means of wrefting out 
of the pofleilion of fhe ufurper thofe of Eng« 
land and Scotland. 

The marquis being obliged to rai(e the 
blockade of Dublin, by Cromwell's having 
landed there with forces, money, and provi* 
fions ; and by the death of O'Ncile, ^virh 
whom he was in treaty, and Had gained over 
to his majeily's intereft, broke the meHfiircsof 
his excellency^ and changed his iicuation from 
an offeniive to a defeniive war. 

He was at the fame time deilitute of money 
and provifion to keep his troops tog^er; 
and by his authority, being greatly clogged 
by that of the commiiTioners co-ordinate of 
the Confederates, without whofe concurrence 
he could do nothing among the Irifli. 

Being thus cramped in power, he again 
thought the king's prefence abfolutely necef« 

iary. 
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fary, as that of the Co-ordinates was then td 
ceafe. Not with llan ding the marquis had vmt- 
ten to his majaily to wait the fuccefs of his at- 
tempt upon Dublin, though there was no ap- 
parent 'danger for the king's perfon But his 
xnajefly having Tent to the marquis for a fiate 
of atTairs in Ireknd, and for his opinion as to 
his going thitber, at sthe fame tioFie lending 
him the gartor, tkough by his anfwer he gave 
his majefly a melancholy account of the fitua- 
tion of that kingdom, yet he urged his com- 
ing into it, for which he gave his reafonS ;: 
but, before his letter reached Jerfey, where 
the king then w^ls, the Scotiih policy had re- 
moved Tfom about his perfon, by the fpeciocis 
pretences of his fervice, his ableft coiinfellors ; 
and his majcfiy's deviating from his former re- 
fblutions, agreed to the Scots proportions of. 
the like tenor with thofe he had rejected hi 
Holland ; and was prevailed upon to defert 
hh feather's and hi« own befl friends, and 
bring a (lain upon his reputation, when be 
had, in a manner, nothing elfe to depend 
upon ;^ and, by playing the hypocrite, de«> 
ilroyed that confidence (b effentially neceflary, 
Co the honour and interei^s of a prince, that 
his fubjedts fliould repofe in hisxhara£ler. 

The marquis, having, with un parallelled 
refolution andconilancy, ftruggled againA fuch 
a fweeping torrent, which had collected the 
ilreartis of every obftrudlive evil, finding all 
endeavours vain 5 in 1650, hopelefs of prc- 
ferving the Jkingdom in his maj^ly's obedi- 
ence. 
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fnce» and, at the fame time, anxious for his 
own character, as knowing cenfure was the 
lofeparable attendant on dtfaflers, however un« 
avoidable, entreated his niajefly to recall him» 
and obtained his confent to withdraw ; hut 
yet would not/difagreeable as was his fitua- 
tion, and infincere as he found the biihops^ 
whom he convened to confult on the diftrailed 
ilate of the nation, prefer his own quiet to hit 
majefty's interells, and leave the kingdom, 
while he had the Icaft probability, on which 
he could ground any hope of its prefervation> 
the only point he had in view, and which en- 
grofled his whole attention ; but which the 
power and refradtorinefs of. the clergy ; the 
abfolute and infuperable obftinacy of limerick 
and Galway ; the former having received pro- 
pofitions and liftened to overtures from the re- 
bels without his confent, or even knowledge, 
)nade it impoffible for him to accompliib; 
even, either to gather, or keep together, an 
army, or prevent his being enclofed by the. 
enemy, and with all who withdoed them, be 
given into their hands by treachery. 

He had lio longer the leait hopes of fvkcceOi, 
and c<^nfequently his longer ftay in Ireland 
could no way be of fervice to his majefty's in- 
tereft, if not by preventing the different par- 
ties from making terms with the enemy, and 
farther his majeily's deligns to attack England 
with, a ScotiQi army, by cauting feme diver* 
fion in Ireland. 

Thefe 
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Thefc confiderations were, however, fafii* 
cient to prevail on him not to quit the king- 
dom till it was abfolutely impoilible for him 
to contribute any thing to the keeping it in 
obedience to his majefty, notwithflanding tho 
groundiefs and incredible afperiions cail on 
him by the clergy, who at length rejefted the 
king's authority, and iniifted on his lieutenant's 
quitting the kingdom ; nay, to*fuch a height 
of prefumption did they arrive, that they fent 
him a menage, defiring him to leave Ireland 
without delay ; to which his loyalty prevailed 
on him to return a mild anfwer, though he 
had vainly appointed them to meet and confer 
with him ; and they had replied, by a decla- 
ration againft continuing of his majefty^s au- 
thority in the lord-lieutenant ; excommuni- 
t:ating all that ihould adhere to, aBift, fupport, 
give nim intelligence, or obey his commands : 
their deiign being to throw off the Englifli 
government, and to fubje6b Ireland to iome 
foreign Roman catholic power. 

His laft effort for the king's iervice was 
the calling a general affembly at Loghreah^ 
in which he acquainted them with his defign 
of departing, requiring them to conffder on 
the mofl probable means of pr^ferving the 
kingdonrfroro utter ruin. 

Having the king's permiffioHy and being 
again requefted by the clergy, he put to lea 
on the eleventh of December, and, in about 
three weeks, after a .tempeftuoos voyage» 

landed 



JAMES BUTLER. 1/9 

4inded atTerofe^ in vBaffe-Bretagne, leaving 
the marquis of Clanricard deputy of the king- 
dom ; of the Siffakrs of which it is foreign to 
our deiign to take any f^^rther notice than as 
they coincide with w^iat relates to the marquii» 
who having landed in France in the beginning 
•of January, 165 1, after a few days ftay with his 
^mily at Caen, went, on the twenty-firft, to 
pay his duty' to the queen at Paris, and ac- 
quaint her majefty with, the (late of affairs in 
Ireland ; which having done, he returned to 
his fajtiily, where he continued till the latter 
end of^June. ^ 

He made a fecond journey to Paris to wait 
on the duke of York. He there remained a 
month, the duke requiring his a£iftance in 
fettling and proportioning the expence of his 
family to his fmall penixon of four thoufand 
pifioles a year allowed him by the court of 
France. 

This being done, he again vifited and 
dayed with his family till his majedy efcaped 
from the battle of Worcefter, and from the 
porrait and narrow fearch made for him re- 
turned to Paris. The marquis was reduced at 
.this time to great freights, being obliged to 
board himfelf at a piilole a week ; to walk on 
foot, which is not very reputable at Paris, 
and his family not able longer to fubfiil in 
Caen ; for the penfion granted to his majefly 
not exceeding fix thoufand pifloles, barely fuf- 
ficed for his own table, consequently there was 
nothiag to be expected for his fervants. 

Thefe « 
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Thefe circamAances nidde it necoflary, ibr 
the fupport of the marquis's family, that the 
marchipnefs ihouid go over to England, and 
foliicit the parliament for an allowance of .her 
.own hereditary eftate. She at length obtained 
an order of parliament to authorize the cooi*- 
.miilioners for Irifli a^airs, to (et apart, for a 
provifion for her and her children, the clear 
yearly value of two thoiifand pounds out of 
her own i<oheritaik:e, with Donemore-hosfp^ 
near Kilkenny, for her abode ; where (he con- 
tinued, and never iaw her lord till after tbe 
king's reftoration. ^ 

f The marquis attended his majeily at Paris 
till the treaty between tbe court of France and 
Cromwell made the king's departure from that 
kingdom indifpenfably nccefTary : wherefore, 
having obtained d the cardinal Mazarine 
barely fufiicient to pay his debts, and defray 
the expenccs of his journey, he fet out from 
Paris for Spaw, where meeting his fifter, the 
princefs of Orange, they went together to 
^ix la Chapelle; and, after a few months 
flay in that cown^ his majefty, attended by the 
marquis, who had never quitted him, went to 
Cologne ; but hardly had he been thene. three 
months, before he was ordered back to Paris» 
to wait 0(1 the duke of Gloucefkr.from thence 
to Cologne, Cromwell having, at the. latter 
end of the year 1652, permitted his royal 
highnefs to depart England. After having 
conduced the duke to the king, he was ordered 

IP 
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to the Hagae, to ^ttend the princefs royal ta 
his majcfiy. 

The oiarquis, early in the fpring, was fent 
to the duke of Newburg, to engage him to 
employ his intereft at the court of BrufTtls, to 
engage their efpouiing hi» majefly's caufe, aod 
for promoting ao alliance between (he king 
of England and the king of Spain, the duke 
being in perfe^ anity with the Spaniards, 
and deiirous to ierve the king of iingland. 
He, however, for very fubftantial reafons, 
thought any overtures of this nature might, at 
that j unsure, rather pi^judice than .advance 

, h\$ majefty's interells* 

The peace concluded between France and 
Cronnwell, another between him and Portugal, 
and. the taking Jamaica, made it the interefl 
of the Spanilh court to diftrefs Cromwell as 

• much a» poiSbId ; but, notwithflaading the 

. above treaty had been entered apoo, it went 
on but • {lowly ; and his majefty, tiU the ar- 
rival of Don John, obtained np more th^n the 

, permiffion of refiding inqognitb at Bruges ; 
and a promife of the ailj/lance of f^x; thoufand 
men, with a quantity of 'arms and ammuni- 

.;tiQn to mak^ a defc^nt, when he (hpuld l)e 
mader of a good port in England. With 

r Don John he enured intp a new treaty, which 

. afforded himi an immediate, fapport of three 

' thoofaind QFOwns.a month. 

His majefty Ipft no time in. removing into 

Planners, and. from thence fent for the. dyke 

cf Yoiik tp (joipe to him at Bruges ; whi<^h 

.YoL.VIf. G command 
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command his royal faighnefs obeyed, having, 
^ before he fct out, engaged fome of the chief 
Iriftj officers then in the French Tervice. His 
majefty fononed iVe or -fix regiments of ^ch'^ 
his ftibjefi^ ts wife il\6n in the Spani^ 'fer* 
vice, and of tho(e Who had le^ that of the 
French, which \vere by »uch ehe -^'greater 
number, and mollly iHlh. The marquis had 
ihe command of one of thoie regitients. 

The king entertained foihe hopes, from Ms . 
treaty with the Spaniatds, which had railed 
thofe of his ibbjefts, who feiit him -feiT^tlil 
meiTengers to alTure^him of their readinefe to 
join him; but Dpn Juan, Who fawplainty, 
by the account he received, that a perfoa of 
eminent credit with the king, to condud tMe 
deffgn, was wantipg, wottld not hassird the 
Spanifh forces. 

The marquis, in this e&cigence, generoafly 
olFered to go to England in difguife,' and a^ 
in the mahner that fhotild be n>oil conducive 
to his maje%'s(intere{b, either as a chief or lu 
afubaltern ; which was, with fome relai^ancey 
accepted by the king« He accordingly came 
over,' but lobn was convinced, that all ho^s 
from the cavalier^s zeal were built Upon la 
fandy foundation. 

The nfiarquis found an averfion- (l>6xii ike 
government^.Whii^h- at that time'^oilfelSbd-aiil 
parties; but fuch mutual ^j^alotfri^>a»K»jyg;bAe 
another, that an iiltercoii^ie wa^ in^mdi^ble. 
]n (hort, he returned with no other fpults 
reaped, fhan ^he eert^inty that all hopes ef 
..J any 
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flny thing being done by the Cavaliers, for his 
majeity, were entirely vain; though the ge- 
ono^raKinclinttion |o<|throw flff the' yoke of the 
^ufurper was fo great, that, "had the king^been 
fupported by a foreign force, his lordfliip 
thought a reSoration wotlkl meet with but 
final I refinance. 

. This made his loajefiy folicit the Spanifh 
fiikiiftj^y whoflattej^d, hut lailed, iiis expec- 
tations. The marquis, in the interim, ftayed 
at Paris, in ahnofl as much danger of impri- 
;4<Niment there as pf death in Loidon, CMxn- 
wdl having fent to.the cardinal to get him fe- 
-c«red. 

The kin^, itltgdtdhy theSpani^^rds, fent for 
the marquis to attend him to Bruflels ; but, as 
it was dafig^i-Qusrlbr him to go .near any part 
of the frontiers towards Flanders, he rode to 
hfQns; ftfXn thence to Geneva; and, paffing 
^throqgh the pajatinate, went to DuiTeldorp, 
and from thei^ce to 'BrufTels* 

Xh^.kiiig,.dirg«fted with the Spaniifa mi- 

Rifters». wha laipufed him with vain hopes, 

withdrew from Bruflels to Hookftraten, Crom- 

Avrellbeiflgdi^d''; ^nd, the Dutch feemed to 

take a j&vovrrable tulti. ^The marquis, to for- 

-: i^grd his mailer's interefl,. which he hoped by 

/fucil.i&feans to firengthen^ agreed to his fon's . 

•^coqd m.arriage .with Emilia, daughter of 

~-€^i9.'of N^^ia, lord c^ifeverweert, natural 

it^qflM^uirice,. prince or Orange; with a for- 

ne of^lj t^athoniand poui]^s, 

G 2 ME- 
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MEMOIRS 



OF THE 



Earl of Ossory; 



TH I S young nobleman has been made fdcb 
honourable mention of by all our hiflo* 
/ians, that« in this place, we (ball gire ibme 
Memoirs of his Life^ which was cuC off before 
his father's. 

He was named Thomas, and born in the 
caftle of Kilkenny, on the ninth of f July, 
1634. In 1647, he went irtto England with 
his father, when he quitted the government of 
Ireland, and flayed in London, till the duke 
of Ormond, going in difguife to e(cape be- 
yond the fea, paffing near the town, took him 
with him to France. 

When his grace, in 1648, returned to Ice- 
land, lord Offory was left with his brother, 
lord Richard Butler, under the tuition of a 
French minifteri at Caen, in whofe houle iie 
boarded : but, in Odober, 1649, ^^^Y went 
both to'I^aris, tdMonfienr de Camp's acad6» 
my, where lord ouory grew expert in every 
jexercife, and gained great reputation^ 

In 
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In December/ 1650, he came back to Caen 
to his mother, the duchefs of Ormond. The 
ducheia foon after goiog into England, he ac- 
companied her; where, in March, 1695, he 
was pat, by Cromweir3 order, into the Tower. 
There was no particular thing laid to his 
charge; his crime was, being converfant 
among the dangeipus men, and one who 
would ej^ofe his life for the king on die Hrft 
occafion. 

The £aard that came to fecure him at Wild* 
tioufes ^parted upon 'the dachefs's aiTurance 
of hh appearing the next morning. His 
lordfliip was not in the hoafe at that time, 
and Mr. Stephen Ludlow finding him, told 
him how matters flood ; and, that, if he were 
inclined to make hiis efcape, there was a vef- 
fel ready to c^rrv him abroad : but her grace 
having promifeiTthat he ihould be forth com- 
ing, was againft that ftep, and perfuaded him 
to go very early the next morning to attend 
the protedlor at Whitehall. He Sayed t)ierc, 
in' the drawing-room, till three in the after- 
noon, fending in feveral mefTages, but recelv- 
ing no anfwer to any, till Baxter told him, 
he was commmanded to provide him a lodging 
in die Tower. 

Thus, without being examined or admitted 
to the proteflor, he was harried away thither 
in a hackney-coach, and .there remained till 
October following; when, falling ill of a 
dangerous fever, and the phyficians certifying 

G 3 that 
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that he coold not live without change o^ aij»> 
he was reieafed> and fuffered to go down into 
Glouceikrfiiire : but continuing Hill' very ill, 
and the phyiicians advifing him to try a foreiga 
air, a pafs was, with much diificuUy, pro- 
cured him } upon which bis brother^ lord' Ri-> 
chard> went with hi'm as one of his fer* 
vants. . 

They landed in Flanders,, but foon r^oved 
into Holland, where lord Oilbry coiftinued^ 
not daring to come neac the kin|; -as lb;ig,^ as 
Cromwell livedy for fear it ffiould be qf pre« 
tence for caking away from the duche/s ctie' te- 
nancy of her own eiEate ) which (he had*, ai 
lail, obtained and got fettled* by the favour of 
Henry Cromwell. 

In November, 1659,. tBeearfofOflbry was 
married to EnuTiai c&ughter of Monfieur de 
BeverweertZy natural foa of^he p/ince of 
Orange, governor of Sfuvs, ^nd all' its de^ 
pendencies^ and a very leading man in the 
•afiembly of the ftates*^onerai% 

After the relloration, coming into England, 
he was made, by patent, colonel of foot ia 
Ireland, on the eighth of Fcbruiary, 1661 ; 
and colonel and captain of hotie^ by a like pa- 
tent, on the thirteenth of June. 0» the 
nineteenth of the fame month» he was made 
lieutenant-geneFal of thehorfe by another pa- 
tent ; and, on the iixteenth of Auguif, l66c, 
appointed lieutenant-general of |he army in 
that kingdom* 

in 
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, la ibe year laft mentioned^ he, was at £u- 
ftfui, in Norfolk, when the four days fight 
happened with the Dutch; and hearing the 
guns from (ea, he and Sir Thomas CliJord 
found means^ from Harwich, to get on board 
tl^ duke of Albermarle's ihip, the duke being • 
tfaien retiring, and fighting as he retreated,; to 
preserve the fmaller velTels, which he cau(e4 > 
tafail before him^, whil^e he faced theenqxny 
with the* larger. The earl brought his grace 
th^ fird ike!»% h^'had« that prince Rupert 
was Qrdieied back from thp well to join his 
fleet. 

Whei^ the Du^ fleet preiTedihard. upon the 
duke,, lord Offory faid to him,* He faw no 
* Belp.bm tha^he mu£ be taken. Bujt.his gracg 
replied, No, he knew hQw. to prev^t tha^ ; 
and when, upon the danger encreafin^, hi^ 
lordfliip was mane curious to know how -he 
would avoid b^ing taken, the duke an&vered. 
He would blawr. up the fliip. This brave r^« 
iblution was (b agreeable to lord OiXbry.^ own 
lentiments, that he ever had his grace in great 
cfteenu ^ 

He was at thisttime very well with lord Ar« 
liojgton ; and, in April, 1666, con trailed that 
alliance by this nobleman's marrying Mada-P 
inoifelle Ifabella de Bevcrweert, filler, to. the 
conntels of OiTory, which cemented a friend- 
ihip between them that laded till fats ptt( an 
end tathe lifs of the former. 

Lord Arlington always (hewed, a paiSonate 
regard for the earl of Ofibry iaall his con- 

G 4 cernsy 
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cerns, ttn all occafions, affifting him with Ins^ 
ihterdl and councils to the very lall: and, 
on the other hand, when lord Arlington waa: 
going to be impeached by the commons, ;ind 
the matter was debated five days together in 
the hoaie» lord Oflory ftood every day, lik^ m 
foiidter, in the lobby, prcffing the membera 
with the mofi earned entreaties, and ne^Iedk- 
ing nothing till he had canijid the point ui his 
favour. - - 

^ In the ftmp year, the earl of Offi)ry, upon 
his father's refignatioa of the place» was itiade 
gentleman of me bed-chamber to the kine ; 
and, in June following, was fwotn of we , 
privy^counctl of England. 

Soon after, by a writ, bearing date on t^ 
fourteenth of September, he was called to the * 
parliament, then fitting at Wefiminfter, by . 
the title of lord Butler, of Moor park, and 
tiok his place there accordinelv on the tenth 
day of the fame month* In {iaay» 1640, he 
waited on his majefty to Dover, when hewent 
to meet ^he dachefsx}f Orleans. 

In October, tlut year, the. king being de« 
firons to fee bis nephew, the prince of Orange, . 
frnt the earl for his highnefs. His lardlbip 
accordinglv fet fail for Hollahd, attended by 
leveral yachts ; and, about the latter end of 
that month, put him and his train on (hore at 
Margate, in Kent. 

In February following, he waited on the ' 
prince back to the Hague ; went from thence 
to view the French king's new cpnquefts in 

Fiauders j 
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FTandcrs ; and proceeded to the coart of 
France, with a defign of ierving that mo- 
narch as a volunteer, in an e)q>edition then int^ ^ 
tended by his moil cbriftian inajefty, in ptr(bn» - 
towards Alface : bat the king having altered 
his refolutionsy he returned, b)rthe way of" 
Holland, into England : andj in April, 1 6^ i , • 
the prince of Orange ient him a prefent to< 
London, being It bsSon and ewer of mafTy' 
gold. . - -^ 

Jn June, 167J, the carl went for Flanders,* 
de%ning to go to the iiege 6f Brunfwick; 
but onder!(lan£ng there that all differences 
were accommodated, he returned by the 
Hague into England. 

In January, 1671-2, hte had a commifnon 
to command the Refolution, a third rate maa 
of war; and another, in Aprili 1672, to 
command the Vi^ory, a fecond rate. A iter 
the Solebay fight, on the third of June, he 
fent Mr. Muliys to vifit the fick and wounded 
(eamen in St. Thomas's. hofj^l, Southwark ; 
iand to relieve them according as he found 
their neceffities. Piirfuant to his others, Mr. 
Muliys gave to them he found moft maimed 
forty ihillings ; to'fuch as had lefs hurt, 
twenty (hillings ; and to tho^e who had the 
flightefl wounds, ten fhillings a-piece; 

In September, that year, he was ele€led 

• knight of the garner, and inftalled at Wimi^- 

Toronthe twenty-third of the next month. 

In November foilowtng, he was fent' envoy- 

G 5 ' extraordinary 
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extraordinary to the court of France, with 
coaplimeDtsof condoleance it tJbat king upoa 
the dea^ of Louis Francis, of France, duke . 
of Aajoa. * He was highly carei&d in that 
court, and treated!, in fome refpe^s, as a 
l^ince of the blbod. The king prcfled him 
to uke a coauhand in his army, and bid him- 
aik what appotntmentl he |>left(ed ; adding^ 
* '. .^ j' ^ feray ail ^A^* I will do even more*. 
I know,'^ faid he, ** you are boi'n to a great 
eflate ; yet, while your father lives, you arc 
in th^ condition or a cadeC His lordihip 
excufing himfelfr the king fent Mondeur de 
Louvois the next day to hi^ fodgincs; who 
told him the king was pleaied to Be^ow a 
connnand upon him ; and defired him to afk 
what command he would have ; andt that, in 
a(king, be might be as bold as a lion. Hia 
lordihip returned him a compliment in anfwer: 
upon which he [iaid, <* Come, my lord, I fee 
you are modeft, let me fpeak for you; will 
twenty thoufand piiloles for na equipage^ and 
ten thoufand piUoles a year do ? If not, fay 
what you will have, and chufe what command 
you pleaie." The earl ftill declined the o&r, 
iaying he was already engaged in the fea* 
fervice of his own> prince in the war againfl the 
Dutch. At his parting frdm the court of 
France he was pYelentecTwith a jewel of two 
:hou4nd ponnds value. 

In J^y* \^1Z^ ^^ ^^^$ ^^^ ^^"^ ^^ 
commaad of Uxe St* Michael a £rfl-raiie 

fliip, 



Shipf. and ma4e bioi r^ admiral of the blue 
^uadron^ fpr thatt great fearfigbt ^ainft the, 
X/atch which h^ppiened (hortly.a&er. Sir £d'.- ; 
WAsd Sgra^g^ commanded in ckisf that (qua* > 
droB iQ.the eAg^igcmept» being on board 'th«> 
Rrince $ bujt, t^at Khip beiikg ctiTabled in. the 
fikb(^ wkb V^aii Trui^» and Spragge hioarelf • 
t^oDf as he was "going in Us odat on board . 
another 0iip« his lordmif lay to. defend, the 
Prince from bexog. fii«d^ or taken* by the 
enemy ; a|id^. towards niglily brought her. 
off in tow, aad joined prince Rupert's fqiia- 
dron* 

He wftSLthfin .made reajcradmiral of the red 
il|oadrQn> and> towards the ctbie of that fum^ 
mer's expedition* in Segtcmheci he was Xenc 
to the osoy in. the Nore to command the 
fleet there lylngi in chief; and to wear the 
flag of union on his main* top -mad-head. 
This was attended with a peniion of two hun* 
dred and fif^ pounds fettled upon him, as 
having had that, command and privilege, it 
being a ufiial eftablifl^menty given of coucfe^ 
or by the king's courteiy, to all who have had 
^e honour of the flag^ 

It was at the latter end of the fame year» 
that he formed a defign upon Helvoetfluys^ 
where, when he was lail in Holland, he had 
&en, with indignation, the Royal Charles, 
taken by the Dutc)i at Chatham, lain up,, 

'th all tlie M^es fquadron> as in a fecure har- 

06 Being 
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Being de{frous» frDm that time, of art op- 
portanity to revenue the dtfgrace that this 
nation fuffered at Chatham; by returning ano- 
ther of the Kke nature upon Holland, he 
received advice from a correfpondent in that 
^auntry^ that this place, where twenty- two of 
the largeft Dutch men of war were lain op, 
ctofe by one another, and, which, for its ; 
great importance, ufed to be well guarded, ' 
was then left with only a fraall garrifon of 
two companies Cf foot ; and, that the bat- 
teries, at the entrance of the port, were in no 
good condition. . ' 

His loMfliip thereupon fent Moiifieur St. 
Paul, his gentleman of the horfe, ^o, tho' 
a Frenchman, fpoke very good Dutch, and, 
having married a Dutch woman of the Hague, 
had acquaintance in that town, and the coun- 
try about it, to take an exa€t accQunt of the ^ 
place, and to bring him a plan. 

St. Paul executed his commiflion with much 
indoilry, exadlneis, and great hazard of life ;. 
and, when- he brought the account of it ta 
White-hall, his majefty was fo pleafed with 
it, that he promifed him a confiderable re-* 
ward for his pains, though he never had it. 
The execution of the dengn appearing very 
{eaUble, the earl obtained the king's orders 
and infiruftions to go, with ten frigates and 
two thoufand land- men, to make a defcent at 
Hehroetfluys, and to deftroy the Royal Charles 

and fiich other ihips a& he found there. 

Every 
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Every thing was ready ; btrty on the fame 
night he was to take his leave> he received 
Ihe king's countermand, which gave him 
great vexation. Sir John Narborough, who 
was to command next hit lordihip, in this ex- 
pedition, knew the coafts of Holland, and the 
port of Helvoetflnys, peHe^ily welt, and was 
to difcharge the part of chief- pilot in the ac- 
tion. 
^ When the king made difHcuUies in the 
matter. Sir John told him. He would under- 
take, at the peril of his headi to carry in the 
ihips at half flood ; and the earl undertook to " 
tell his majefty. That he would fife the Dutch 
fhips with a halfpenny candle, or he fliould 
place his head upon Weftminfter- hall, by 
Cromwell's, for the greateft traitor that ever 
breathed. 

It was, in truth, the eafinefs of executing 
io great an enterprise, that caafed it to be 
thwarted by a very great man, who was jea^ 
lous of the gl6ry that would thence redound to 
the earl of Oflbry. . Mr. Ellis was afterwards 
upon the place with his lord(hip, who found 
the plan St. Paul had brought him very exad^ 
and the thing as eafy to have been executed as 
he had before imagined. 

In November, 1674, the earl was fent into 
Holland about the match between the prince 
of Orange and the lady Mary, daughter to 
the duke of York. On the eighteendi of 
J^ovember, i6y6« he was made lord cham- 
berlain 
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berlaintothe qoeooi Doa.FraacifGO de iAeh» 
tke Portttguefe ambaijadori wko was alfo her* 
chamberlain, being, difplaced on a complaint 
of the Uihop of London* for licenfing popiih 
books; 

. The prince of Oraiig<^ fending over Nf«. 
^entick to England* recomaoiended him by 
letter to the earl o( Offbrj^ and to his fdAer^ 
to aflifl him in propoiing the match with tbe 
lady Mary ;'but thefs nobleznea advifed him 
tp apply to the earl of Danby, then lord-trea-> 
furer», left he fliovdd oppofe it if moved-by ai^ 
Other, The affair ibcceeded, and the prince 
had leave to'comeover at* thq end ^ the casu 

In February following, the earl of Oflbry^ 
Went into Holland, to. enter upon the com-* 
mand of general of the king of Great- Britain'*! 
ihbjeds in the pay of the ilates» It was ia 
the campaign of that year, and at the con- 
cluiion of the.war, chat the memorable bj^ttle 
of Mons was fought, in which thp- faijtioup 
marihal of Luxemborgh was^ forced^ ret^eatit 
and the earl of OiTory gsdned fo mnch g)ory. 
The (Utes. of .HollajuT, the doke of Villa-» 
tlarman^gpveroDr of the Low*Coai^trie»„ and 
the king of Spain himfelf, in a letter under 
his own hand» acknowledged tbe great fer- 
vices he had performed iA the campaigii. 

In April* 1678, he* was redored to the 
privy-council, of which the cavl of ShaitiV 
bury was made prefidentA ^nd was ibon after 

designed 
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it&gatd to be gorernor of Tangiers, then be- 
fieged by the Moon : bat. as be wu prepare- 
ing to- fo there vthH 8 cotifideiiLble brigade, 
he died, m-^e forCy-Gxth yen of bis age, to 
the general regret of this nation.' 
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« 

C O N T I N U A T I O N 

Of the LIFE of the 

DUKE OF ORMOND. 



WE left the marquis of Ormdnd at the 
time of king Charles's reiloration . Oit 
fuch an event as his majelly's trufly fervanti 
could not bat i&eet th^ rewards due to the^ 
merit o^ fuch d long leries of adverfity, >vith 
which, fu^ported by their loyalty,, they had 
long draggled ; the marquis was fworn a 
member pf the privy—council, made lord- 
fleward of the houAold, lord lieutenant of 
Somerfetlhire ; high-fteward of Weftnunfter, 
Kingfton, and Briftol ; and reftored to hit 
dignity of chancellor of the univerfity of 
Dublin ; and there he redored all fuch fellows 
as had been ejefted for their loyalty. 

His majefty gave back tahim the county of 
Tipperary, together with the fame privilege* ,t 
and regalities which his family had, for Come 
centuries, enjoyed with the other. He was, 
»fter this, created earl of Brecknock, and 
baron of Lanthony, in England ; and, by 
that parliament, feflored to his whole eftate. 

The marquis, foon after the refloration» 
found means to do aconfiderable and accepta- 
ble 
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b1< fervice to the Englifh fanlilies in Ireland » 
by preventing ttie iniertiou of fome claufes ia*; 
the adl of indemnity, which malt have proved 
their ruin. 

The king, in consideration of the marquis'^ 
femces, n&ade him very liberal grants ; and» 
as his royal father had, in 1642, conveyed to 
the xnarqai?, all the right, title, and intereil, 
which the crown had^ or might have, to the 
laqudft forfeited by the rebellion of the vaflfals 
of the (aid marquis ; of which ^^abt had thitf 
iQarqQis taken tne benefit, it had been an im* ' 
iheaie improvement of his eftate. The king's 
letters patent* which pat him into the reft 
of hi^ eftate^ make honourable m(tntion of • 
hii loyal and eihiiient fervice3« ' 
^ The preflage of wine, a perqaifite belong* 
ing to the marquis and his family* as butler 
of Ireland, having beeni during the ufurpa* 
tion» charged with an impoft* the king or<» 
dered it to be taken off. 

On the thirteenth of February, 1661, the 
marquis was joined with the duke of AIber« 
marie, and others, to determine the claims 
ufually entered at coronation?, preparations 
b^ing at that time making for the Icing's. On 
the thirtieth of March, he was made duke of 
Ormond ; and, about that time, being cre- 
ated lord-high-Reward of Bngland, he ailiiled 
in that capacity at the coronation, on the 
twenty«third of April* and carried St. Edward's 
crown. 

In 
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In the grand a&ir ef the fettlcnient oF 
Ireland, the duke was inclined to do all poffi* 
bk fervice to the Irilb ; but, as they nQt only 
rejeded'his advice, but even fell foul of his 
cbara£ier, he reiplved not to intermeddle ia 
that a^ir, and his name appeared not in any 
one committee to which it wa& referred,, till 
after he was lord-lieucen^nt ;, which employ-- 
ment he accepted, after the duke of Aiber* 
marie had declined it, on accoufit of the jar^ 
ing Interefts of the dii&rent parties. It was 
the duke pf Ormondes, entire lubmiilion to the 
wijl of hia mafisi:,. which prev^led with him 
ta enter upon:aa employment* the inconveni- 
encies of which he. well' fotefaw ; and, Qxeak* 
ing of it to a friend, faid^ ^* Beiide man^ 
other unpleaiaat dilBculties, there are two dii- 
advanta^ea proper rotmo; oue.of the contepd^* 
ing paraes believing I ewe; them, more kioA*^ 
nels. and protedtioa than. L can £ud myfelf 
chargeable with ; and the. others fufpediog I 
retain that prejodice to them which. I am as 
free from. . This temper in them will hs ax- . 
tended with clamour and f(;aod'al, upon, my 
moil eqjual and wary deporxment;." 

Four days after the duke- o( Ormond was 
declared lord* lieutenant, the agents: of the 
parliament of Ireland had an* audience of th9 
king ; when the bifhop of Elphin, in the naaie> 
of the lords, expr^ed their. joy at tbe namo^ 
of a £et£bn of whom his lordih^p gave the 
highefl encomia* and under whole condu6l» 

he 
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heikii; the kingdom of Ireland could not but 
ipeedily floaiifli. Sir A. Merviny in the name 
of the commons, alfo gave his majefly thanks 
fot having named the duke to be lord-lieute- 
nant ; and the news was rtCMved in Ireland 
with public rejoicings/ 

The parliament of Ireland, in 1662, con- 
£dering the'gjreat loflles the duke hadiuftained 
hy his {ervices to the crown, and the expence 
which his grace muft neceilarily &11 into,^ to 
fupport the dignity of bis poft, made him a 
pfefent of thirty thousand pounds. 

'The king^s marriagjs deferred the duke's 
departure for Ireland, to. the- beginning of 
July, when- he fetout from Londoiif and ar- 
rived in Dublin on the Wenty-rfeventh of that 
month, where he. was fplendidly re.ceived> 
Aind DOW all things relating to the gpvernuieot 
devolving, upon him, what he had before 
feen was foon verified ; for, though he a^ed 
with the ilridleft integrity and impartiality, 
anid kept his matter's iervice, yet he could not 
avlsid the refentment of numbers, who applied 
tc^ him for what he could not grant conililent 
wuh his duty. Whence arofq new clangours, 
and his admamilradon was n^K only rendered 
tthedfy to him, but the courfi of his majefty's 
affairs was interrupted, by fome who wero 
favourably held at court. 

An a^ of fettlement, and fome others, 
were paiTed onthe twenty- (even th of Septem- 
ber, whicn he made an excellent ipeech, well 

adapted 
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adapted to promote a mutual confidence, anct 
a perfedt harmony, betweea the king and hi* 
fubjedls ; which the two houfes defired might 
be printed. 

One of the firft things to which the duke 
applied himfelf, was the purging the army by 
difbanding the diiaffedled, I'he Exchequer 
being empty, he paid their arrears out of his 
cwn pocket, as it was a fervice which admit* 
cd no delay. 

*The Fanatics in fingland, who meditated a 
new commonwealth, flattered themfelves with; 
the afliAance of tjiefe forces, and with the con>« 
currence of the Prefbyterians^ dtfcontented hy 
the a^ of uniformirir, and the reic^ation of 
the parliament to iupport the a£t, pat the 
fe6taries npon making an inforredlion, hoping 
ilf ength from Scotland, but more from Ire- 
land, to fapport their attempts. Many of the 
Irifh were, by the court of cl^ms, to be re- 
pdfTefled of their eftates ; which making the 
adventurers and (bldiers, every one for himfelf^ 
fear being thruft out of the lands they enjoyed^, 
o^ca/ioned great clamours againd the proceed- 
ings of that court, and the defigns ot the go- 
vernment ; and fome of the nrtoft furious (pi- 
si rits rcfolving to keep by the fword what 
cftates they enjoyed, readily engaged with that 
party. 

An infurre^lion was intended, a confpiracy 
formed, and a private cpmmittee appointed 
for conducing the affair ; but the whole was 

difcovercd 
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difeovered to the dake. Blood was one of 
the committee. Bat> notwithftanding this 
intelligence, the duke owed his prefervation 
to his own vi]pilance ; for the day pitched 
upoto to ieize him and furprize. the caflle was 
the tenth of March, of whi^h he had notice ; 
Init the confptrators altering the time, and 
fixing it on the fifth, his informer was ignohint 
<of the change till near the hour of its defigned 
execation. The dnke, however, was on his 

fjuard ; of which the traitors havin? (bme in« 
ormation, the attempt was not made. Some 
of them fled, and others were uken. 

In the year i6yx>, the duke's unalterable 
zeal for his majefty's (erv^ice, engaged his pro- 
tedion. of the Irifli Remonih-ants^ Thefe were 
the CathoHcs who oppofed the violences of 
the pope's nuncio ; btit the Anti-remonftrants 
prevailing by Uie fapportof the Englilh mini- 
Aryf that which the duke had offered others, 
was the ground of general hatred which the 
Irifli Roman- catholics bore his grace. 

In the year 1677, the dake of Ormond Was 
for the third. time, declared lord-lieutenant 
of Ireland, He was peoeiv^d by the univerfity 
with all ' poffible : demfOnllrations of refped 
aod efleem by that learned ! and loyal body, 
and with very great ceremony by the earl of 
EileXy'who was to reiigh the fword to him« 
Soon after his arrival, he laid the foundation 
of the great hofpital for foldiers; ere6Ved 
^harles-rart, toiecure the harbour of Kinfale ; 
nd employed thegreateH^artof his time }n 

detecting 
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doteftkig frands in the rerenoe; which, as 
alfo the forces of the kingdom, heconiidenibly 
ftogifnented for the fecviity therec^. 

Hismi^efty, at this line thinking to gain 
over his enemies, took the method tOF^madce 

^them more formidable, by potting them into 
* the pcyfts'of power and credit ; to which end 

* he defired the duke to relign his peft of losd- 
fleward of tkehoufliold. The acconnt of the 
|>Qpifli-plot being fent by his grace, with^ts 
extending to IrcJand, and a ddfign upon his 
cmm life, oceaftooed his iiTuing proclamation! 
neceflary for the fecurity of that kingdom, 
Und takin? odMr proper methods to that end* 
Thongh me duke oled rery ne^effiuy prteaa- 
lions to prevent the threatened commotions^ 
yet his modevation not agreeing with more 
violent tempers, a deiign of a^ffinating his 
grace was ftrongly ramoured, and jletters to 
tfaatparpofe dropt in the ftreets, in hopes that 
his'Gwn ieicuhty might pufh him on to feveri- 
ties ; bot^hiy-iirmtters Qrimind was not to be 
ftaken ; < kad he .made jufeof no harflier means 
than what were necei&ry, had the im^innry 
danger been real ; except againU Tones^ x>r 
common robbers aodmnrderersi in the per2. 
fons of their reladonsf who protedted or con- 
cealed them. 

The lord Shaftfbmy (to-Whofe views the 
doke, in retaining the government of Iielmid, 
was a main obftacle) in a fpeech to tlie; lord's 
hott(e, initnuated that his. grace was {kiplflfly 
inclined. This attack from him mule the 

duke's 
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-duke's friendfiapfnrehend farther defig^s'^gaii^ 
him, a^d :give him .their adwce ta come to 
Eo^a&d. :He accordingly wrote to Mr. 6« 
crefary Coventry* for his onajefty -s permiffion ; 
butSe atlfiver his najeily gave, was, He had 
€)ne of 2h5 kingdoms in good, hands, and wat 
jcfolved to keep it 'fo. It was, however, re- * 
ported that i^etdake ^wits.to be removed ; 
and lord Arlingion aikedhis.inajefty, If Aioh a 

. xeport was tme : he^ikrwared^ Jt was a dain* 
sed lie ; and, that} he 'was fa&is&ed iWhile he* 
the duke of rOrmbad^ <wa8 ihere^ ^at king* 
^om wasiafe.. . . ! i . : - : *; 

Tfaelfiiftg,;-cony4iiced, to demoailration, of 
the defign of fettti^^ g xoni iH o a wealth a fe- 
coad time, jrefolvkig toefrert hiasiiflf, would 
have brooght lord S^dfi^urytokis tryal; but 
the grandt-pirytefiifairiio^find the hill upon the 
ftrongeil'.evidemcei! . r> 

This: in&LtAbm -^ftordaJity^. homiever, an- 
fwered the^ kind's vieivs,' by' opcsaog the eyes 
of .the people; which mWOs lib^fatal to the 
Republicans that they could never recover the 
blow« -'His misjdltj^' nMution .to aiT^t hi^ 
«nthority,.e;itricatedibimx>at.t»f alLbis dtlfi- 

. iolties, Blid>'ki&h6d Idiofe undisr which the 

Tdflkerbad^gftn^gled^Jiiid, as tl^ fermint 

abated in Kdgland,^^ th<fipeople'» minds were 

quieted~is[^Jmaadl;fivhere, jillrbeing hu(hed 

^-to a cahn^vimjffrdce'hjniran. op^rtoni^^ 

sldng having fent lorihim^ tocrofs to £ng. 

Eid,:kaidiigiihifrtfoh; :ihe^d9izl'0f Aran, 4ord- 

puty* 

He 
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He received the compliments of, aiid pre* 
{cTLts from, every town through which he 

• paffed from Cnefter to London ; into which 
he was,o(hered by a great number of perfons 
of diftindfon. In his entry he was awended 
by twenty feven coaches and (ix, three, hun- 

> dred gentlemen on horfeback, five- of the 
king's trumpets, the ferjeant- trumpet, and a 
kettle-drum. At court he met with an afi«c- 

' tionate jreceptloo by his majefty, and was im* 
aaediately fworn of the privy council. 

The city erf London h«i been poifoned with 
republican principles, and the dependance that 
fet of men had on jories» encouraged them 
openly to avow their defigns to overturn the 
confticution. The duke was indefatigable in 
his endeavours to defeat the defigns of the 
anti-monarchical faction • Hefaw nothing lefs 
than the whole coniUtutioo at Hake ; a<id rhefe 

. endeavours were not only well underftood by, 
but extremely grateful to, his majeily, who 
made him an Englifh duke jo« the ninth of 
November. 

In 1633, the Rye*houfe plot was' the laft 
recourfe, after the fa£Uon nad in, vain trycd 
to fi^et a parliament called before they, had' i*ft 
all influence. The kiiig. reflecting on t^e end 
defigfied by, and the. generality of peribns 
cdncerned in it, faid, iniiisijefledtionsin the 
intended aflaffination, That it was. very ilraiige 
beggars (hould contend for property, atheifts 
for religion, and baftards for fuoceffion. 

On 
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On the ninth of April, this year, the caftle 
;€f Dablin was burnt ; but the indefatigable 
care of the lord-deputy faved the magazine, 
and confequently the city from being buried 
in its ruins. The duke's lofs in uirniture, 
&c. w^ very conliderable. 

The king's affairs being fo well eAabliflicd 
in England, that there was not any necefT.iy 
for his grace's abfence from his government, 
after two years ftay at court, having, in June, 
4 received orders for his return, fet out for Ire- 
land ; but his departure was, by the death of 
his duchefs, retarded till A^guft. 

No fooner had he left London, but he was 
attacked on fome fuggeftions from colonel 
Talbot ; who made fuch a report to the king, 
that a general reformation in the council, ma- 
giftracy, and army of Ireland, was determi- 
ned ; and his grace, on the fifth of September, 
had a hint from Sir Robert Southw6ll of his 
removal. In Oftober., the king intimated his 
pleafare on this head, and of lord Rochefler's 
iiicceeding to his poft. 

On the fixth of February king Charles 
died ; and the duke, four days after, 1)eing 
fent for, left Dublin to proceed to England, 
hiSving firft caufed king James to be proclaimed ; 
and, as ordered, lain down his charafier; 
which was a treatment he had little reafon to 
expe£l« and an. indignity the late king would 
not have^ut upon him. 

He fet oat for England, and on the road 
met the news of his regimettt of horfa being 

V61...VII. H given 
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given to colonel Talbot ; but, nOtwtthflaad- 
ing thefe affronts from court, be was, when 
near London, met by numbers of coaches, 
and received at his houfe by a multitude and 
loud acclamations. He wa» continued lord- 
fleward of the houfliold, and at the corona- 
tion again carried the crown. 

The lord Clarendon fucceeded to the lieutC'* 
nancy of Ireland ; but, after a year, was re- 
called to make way for c:>lonel Talbot, created 
carl of Tyrconnel, who made great changes 
both in the civil and military ; and the du&e 
loft his regiment of foot ; though he kept his 
regiment of horfe, which he nad purchased 
iifty years before ; and this was the only mili- 
tary employment he held, - 

In February, 1686, the duke retired for 
fome weeks to Corn bury, in Oxfordihire, a 
ieat of lord Clarendon's lerit him ; and, in 
Auguil, attended his majefty in his progress as 
far as Briftol. He after this withftood the firft 
inftance of his m'ajcfty's exerciiing a difpenfing 
power ; and, when the king felt his pulfe on 
the defign of abolifhing the penal laws, h« 
found him unalterably fleady in his averfion 
to what he fbrefaw would be contrary to his 
inajefty's intereft, though it might flatter the 
king's inclinations. 

The duke being laid up with the gout at 
Badminton, had.the honour of two vifits fr — 1 
the king, in going from Bath to Cheildir, 1 
at his return. He permitted his grace to 
tire, and difpeaftd with his attendance t 
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court, as lord-ileward ; from which he would 
not remove him. HU grace removed from 
BadiQintony aiid hired a feat in Dorfetfliire 
called Kingilon-hall, where. he died on the 
twenty-firf): of July; and> on the fourth of 
Augoft, his corpfe was deported in Weftmin- 
to-ahbey. 

. What has been already iaid of this great 
;nan , renders a charader of him needle^d. 
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The L >F E op 

John Wilmot,\ 

IT is an obfervation founded on cxpprienCO* 
that the poets have, of all other men, been 
.■moft addiaed to the gratificftionsofappeuta, 
^md have purfued pleafure with more unwea- 
ried application than men oi other charafter^-. 
In this refpea they are indeed anhappy, and 
have ever been more ftl^eft to pity than envy.- 
A violent love of pleafure, if it does not de-: 
timv vet in a great meafare, enervates aU. 
oil other good qualities with which a man may 
t eSowld : and, as no men have ever en- 
^ved liisher parts from nature than the poets. 
^W -from this unhappy attichment to plea, 
l^re have effeaedfo little good by thofeamaa- 
-„a iers Of the truth of this obfervaHon. 
JSf iobleman, vvhofe Memoirs we *e now to 
tfrefent to the reader, is a ftrong and indelible 
-Fnftance ; for few ever had more ability, and 

■ ^Jrftequent opportunities, for promoting 
■Sntete\ of fccfety; and none -ever profti- 

• Juted the gifts of Heaven to a m«^e - - 

'"'Lord*ochefter was not moi- ..- 

for Aefaperiority of his pacts, ,t - ' -"> 
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•rdinary debauchery of his life ; and, with his 
diffi^tion q£ pleafure, he fuiFered fometimesL 
ai4p||leiit pridciples to govcro' him : and waS: 
cqaally odioas for malice and envy, as for the 
bonndlefs gratificauons of his appetites; 

This is, no doubt, the character of his lotdm- 
ftip, conErmed by all who have tranfmitted 
any acooant of him ; bat» if his life was (a^ 
premely wicked, his death was exemplary 
pious : before he approached to the conclufio^ 
of his days, be faw the follies of his formex 
pleafures ; he lived to repent .with the fevereft 
contrition ; and cfaxrity obliges *all men to be- 
lieve, that he was as iinc^re in his proteila* 
tions of penitence, as he had been before in 
libertine indulgence. The apparent fojrrow 
be felt, ariiiBg from the ftin^ and con^unc* 
^ons of conicieoce, entitle him to the reader^s 
cv>mpaiIiofh and has determined as to repre* 
fent his errors with ali imaginable tendernefs ; 
which, as it is agreeable to every benevolent 
nan, fo his lordSiip has a right to this indul- 
gence, fince he obliterated his faults by his 
nitence, and became (b.confpicuouis an evi- 
nce on th^ fide of virtue, by his important 
iieciarations againft the charms-of vice. ,..- 

Lord Rochederwas fon of the gallant Hienrv. 

iord Wilm%, who engaged with- great zeal in 

the fervice of king Cities I. during theci^J^ 

J ; and was {6 madi. in favour with Charles 

hat he entrufted.fiis pferfon to. him, after 

mfortunate battle of Wowfter j which 

H 3. truft 
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truil he difcharged with Co much fidelity and 
addre(s, that the young king was conveyed 
out of England into France, chiefly bjf- ^U 
care, application, and vigilance. 

The mother of our author was of the an- 
tient family of the St. johnst in Wilt(hire» 
and has been celebrated both for her beauty 
and parts. 

In the year 1648, didinguiihed to pofterity 
by the faJl of Charles L who fuffered. on a 
fcaffold ere^ed before the window of his own 
palace, our autkbr was bom at Dichley, near 
Woodflock, ifl the fame county, the fcenc of 
If) any of his pleafures and of his death. 

His lordfhip's father had the misfortune to 
reap none of the rewards of fuflfering loyalty^ 
for he died in 1660, immediately before the 
reilpration, leaving his fon, as the principal 
part of his inheritance, his titles, nonours, 
aid the merit of thofc extraordinary iervices 
he had done the crown ; but, though lord 
Wilmot left bis fon but a froall eftate, yet he" 
did not fuffer in his education by tftefe means; 
for the oeconomy of his mother fupplied tb^ 
deficiency ^*« and he was educated fuitable to h9 
quality. 

When he was at fchool, it is a^eed by all 
his biographers, he gave early i|Hincea of a 
/eadine» of wit ; and thole fcining parts 
wiiieh have fince appeared with fo mu< 
luilre, began then to ihcw themfelves. I 
ac.]aircd the Latia 10 fuch perfe^ion, th 
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to his dying day, he retained a great reJi(h for 
the mafculinefirrancfs, as well as more elegant 
beauties, of that language ; ** and was," foys 
Dry Burnet, '« exadUy vcrfed in thofe authors 
who were the ornaments of the court of Au- 
guilos, which he read often wi:h the pe- 
culiar delight which the grcaicA wits have 
often- found in thofe iludies." 

♦* When he went to the univerfity, the ge- 
neral joy which over ran the" nadon upon his 
xnajelly'i return, amounted to fonx'thing like 
diflradion, and foon fpread a very malignant 
infiaence through all ranks »f life. Hi:» lord- 
ihip talted the pieafures of libertinifa), which 
then broke out in a fall tide» with too acute a 
reli(b, and was almofl overwhelmed in the 
abY^ of^antonnefs. 

His tutor was Dr. Blandlbrd, afterwards 
promoted to t^e fees of Oxford and Worcefler; 
and under his infpe£Uon he was committed to 
the more immediate care of Fhinehas fierry* 

- fellow of Whadham^coUege* a man of karn^ 
ing and probity, whom his lordihip afterwards 
treatjcd with much refpe£l, and rewarded as 

.'became a great man ; but, notwithftanding 
the care of his tutor^ he had fo deeply en- 
gaged in the diffipations of the general juoilee, 
that he cojj^d not be prevailed upon to renew 
his fludies, which were totally loft in the joys 
3re agreeaole to his inclination. He never 
ought of refuming again the purfait of 
>wledge9 till the fine addrefs of his gover* 

H 4 nor. 
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nor, Dr. Balfour, won bim in his travels, by 
degrees, to thofe charms of fludy which be 
had, through youthful Jevity, forfaken ; and,: 
being feconded by reafon, now more ftrongt 
and a more mature taiie of the pleafure of 
learning, which the do6lor took care to placet 
in the moft agreeable and advantageous lights 
}ie became enamoured of knowledge, in the 
purfuit of which he often fpent thofe hours. 
he fometimes Hole from the witty and the 
fair. 

He returned from his travels in the eigh- 
teenth year of his age, and appeared at court 
with as great advantage as any young noble- 
man ever did. He had a graceful and well* 
proportioned perfon» was mafler of the mofi 
refined breeding, and poiTeiTed a^yeiy obliging 
and eafy manner. He had a vail vivacity of 
thought, and a happy fbw of e^preilion ; and 
all who converfed with him entertained the- 
})igheft opinion of his underflanding ; and in» 
deed it is no wonder he was fo much careffed 
at a court which abounded with men of wit, 
countenanced by a merry prince, who re- 
liihed nothing fp much as brilliant converfa- 
tion. 

Soon after his lord (hip's return from, bis, 
travels, he took the firil occafion that oifered 
to hazard his life in the fervice of^is coun- 
try. ■ 

• In th^ winter pf the year 1665, he went to 
fes^ with the earl of Sandwich, when he was 

fent 



lent' out againft the Dutch Eafl-India fleet, 
and was in the (hip called the Revenge, com- 
manded by Sir Thomas Tiddinvan, . when the^ 
attack was made on the port of Bergien, ia 
Norway, tlfe Dutch (hips having got into 
Aatport. 

*' It was,*' fays Bbmct, " as defpej'atc an 
attempt as ever was made; and, during the 
whole adtion, the earl of Rochefler (hewed as* 
brave aiid refolute a courage as poffible. A per- 
fbn of honour told me he heard the lord Clif- 
ford, who was in the fame (hip, often m«ig-* , 
nify his courage at that time very highly ; nor 
did the rigour of the feafon, the hardnefs of 
the voyage, and the extreme danger he had 
been in, deter him from running the like the 
vfery next occafion ; for the fummer following 
he went to fea again, without communicating 
his deiign to his neareft relations. I^e went . 
aboard the fhip commanded by Sir Edward 
Spragge,^the day before the great fea-light of^, 
that year; in which almofl all the volunteers, 
that went irt that (hip were killed. During^ 
the aftion^ Sir Edward Spragge, not being^ 
fatisfied with the behaviour of one of the cap, 
tains, could not eafily find a perfon that 
would undertake to venture through fo mucH 
danger to Carry his command to the captain, 
this lord offered himfclf to the fervice, and 
~rent in a little boat, through all the ihot, and 

ilivered his meflTage, and returned bact to 
Bdward > which was much commended by , 
who faw it," ' 

^ H 5 Theft 
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Thefe are the early inflances of coorage 
which can be produced in favour of lord Ro- 
chefler, which was afterwards impeached, and 
fery juftly; for, in many private broils, he 
difcovered a limid, pufilanimous fpirit, very 
onfui cable to thofe noble inflances of the con- 
trary which have jufl been mentioned. 

The author of his life, prefixed to his works» 
which goes under the name of M. St. Evre- . 
mond^ addrciled to the duchefs of Mazarine* 
but which M. Maizeau ailerts not to be his^ 
accounts for it, upon ihe general ob(ervation 
of that difparity between a man and himfelf, 
upon different occafions. *« Let it fufficc," 
fays he, •* to obferve, that we di6Fcr not from 
one another more than we do from ourfelves 
^t different times." But we imagine another^ 
and a ftronger, reafon may be given, for the 
cowardice which Rocheftcr afterwards difco- 
vered in private broils, particularly in the affair 
between him and the earl of Mulgrave, ia 
which he behaved very meanly. The courage 
which lord Rochefter (hewed in a naval en- 

fagement, was in the early part of his li£e» 
f fore he had been immerfed Into thofe la- 
byrinths of excefs and luxury into which he 
afterwards funk. 

It is certainly a true obfervatioa that guilt 
makes cowards; a man who is continually 
fubje£led to the reproaches of confcience, who 
is afraid to examine his heart left it (hould ap- 
pear too horrible, cannot have much courage ^ 
fQr» while he i^ confcious of (q many errors to 

be 
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be repented of» of ib many vices he has com- 
niitted, he naturally ftarts at danger, and flies 
from it as his m-eateil enemy. Ic is true cou* 
rage is fometihies conftitotional ; and there > 
have been inftances of men» guilty of every 
toormity, who have diicovered a large ihare 
of it : but theje have been wretches who have 
overccune all fenfe of honour, been loft to 
every confideration of virtue, and jwhofe cou- 
rage is like that of the lion of the defaj t, a 
kind of ferocioas impulfe unconnected with 
xeafon... Lord Rochefter had certainly never 
overcome the reproaches of his confcience, 
whofe alaxming voice at laft firuck terror 
into his hearty and drilled the fire of this 
^irits. 

Since.hk travels and naval expeditions, he 
ieemed to have contradled a- habit of temper- 
ance I in which had he been fo happy as to* 
perfevere, he moft have efcaped- that fatal 
rock, on which he afterwards iplit, upon his 
letarn to court, where love and pleafore kept 
their perpetual rounds, under the fmiles of a 
prince whom nature had fitted for all the en- 
joyments of the mod luxurious defires. In 
times fo diflblute as thefe, it is no wpnder if ^ ^ 
man of Co warm a conllitution as Rocheller 
could not refift the too flattering temptations, 
whidi were heightened by the participat^ion of 
tike court in general. 

The uncommon charms of RochefterV^on* 
verlatioor induced all men to court him as '& 

H 6 €cm.« 
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companion, though ihty often paid too deair' 
for their ci^riofity» by being made th^ fabjed 
cf bk lampoons, if they happened to have any 
oddities in their temper, by the expofine of 
ivhich he could humour bis propenfity to icMH 
dal. His pleafant extravagancies ibon became 
the fubje^l of general converfation ; by which 
his vanity was at once flattered, and his tnm 
of fatire reiyiered more keen» by the fuccefs it 
met with« 

Rochefter had certainly a true talent for fa- 
tire, and he fpared neitner friends nor foes, 
but let it loofe on all without difcrimination. 
Miyefty itielf was not fecure from it ; he more 
than once lampooned the king, whofe weak- 
nefs and attachment to fome of llts miilrefles 
he enSeavoured to cure by feveral means; 
that is, either by winning them from him, in 
fpite of the indulgence and liberality they felt 
u-om a royal gallant, or by feverdy lampoon- 
lAg them and him on various occafions; which 
the king, who was a man of wit and plea&re 
as well as his lordihip,. took for the natural 
fallies of his genius, and meant rather as the 
amufements of his fancy, than as the efibrts of 
malice ; yet, either by a too frequent repeti- 
^' tion, or a too clofe and poignant virulence* 
the king baniihed him the coort for a fatire 
made dire£tly on him. This fatire confifts of 
twenty-eight Lanzas, and is entided. The 
Refloration; or. The Hillory of thelnfipids: 
and, as it contains the keenefi refle&ons 

againft 
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againft the political conduft, and private cha* 
nStcr, of that prhicc,- and having prodticed 
the banifliment of this noble lord, we ihall 
here give it a place ; by which his lordihip's 
genius for this kind of writing will appear. 

ThcRESTORATiON-, Of, TheHiftory; 
of Insipids •, a Lampoon. 

1. 

Chade, pious, prQdeut> Charjea the Second^ 

The miracle of thy reftora^ioD, 
May like t^bat of quails be tieckou'd, 

Rain'd on the I/raelitifh nation ; 
The wi(h'd-for bleiSng, from Heaven kntf 
Became their curfe and puBiAment* 

IL 

The virtues in thee, Chftrle«, inherent, 
Ahho' thy ooant'naiice be an odd piece» . 

Prove thee as tra^ a God's viceregent. 

As e'er was Hacry with his cod-piece : ' 

For cbaiH ty, and pioas deeds, • 

His grandfin^ Harry Charles exceeds. 

III. 

Out Romifh bondage-breaker, . Harry, 
Efpoufed half a dozen wives ; 
^harles only one refolv'd to marry. 
And other men^ he never ^-^--^ ; 

Vet 
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Yet has he Tons aad daughters moFe ' 
Than e'er had Harry by thrcefcdrc^ 

IV. 

Never was fach a faith's defender ; 

He, like a politic prince, and pious^ 
Gives liberty to confcience tender. 

And does to no religion tie us ! 
Jews, Chriftians, Turks, Papiils, hell pleafc ui ' 
With Mofes, Mahomet, or Jefas. 

V. 

In all affairs of charch or iiatc 

He ver) zealous is, and able ; 
Devout at prayers, and iils up laS 

At the cabsd and council* table. 
His very dog, at coundl-board, 
Sits grave and wife as any lord. 

• , VI. 

Let Charles's policy no man flout, 
The wifcft kings have all fome folly : 

J^or let his piety any doube j 

Charles, like a ibv'reign, wife and holy, 

Makcf young men judges of the bench. 

And bilhops, thofc that love a wench^ 

VII. 

His father's foes he does reward, 
Preferving thofe that cut ofF's head ; 

Old cavaliers, the crown's beft guard. 
He lets ihfim fiarve for want of >read» 

N^VCB 
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tievcr was any king endowed 

Wiib fo mtush grace and gratitude. 1 

VIII. 

Blood, that wears treafon in hrs face» i 

Villain compleat in parfon's gown» 
How much is he at court in grace, | 

For ftealing Ormond and the crown I 
Since loyalty does no man good, 
Let*s fteal the king, and out do Blood* 

IX. 

A parliament of kiia%es and foH 

(Members by name you muH not mention) 

He keeps in^pay, and buys their votes. 
Here with a place, there with a peniioa: 

When to give money, he can't cologoe *em. 

He does, with fcorn, prerogue, prorogue 'cm. 

X. 

Bat they, long fince, by ifeoo much giving,^ 
l/ndid, betray'd, and fold the nation,, 

Making their memberships a living 
Better than e'er was iequeftration.. 

God give thee, Charles* arefolutioa ' 

To daxpb the knaves by diiIblation«. 

XI. 

Fame is not grounded on fuccefs^ 

The' vj^ories were Caefar's elory ; 
loft battles make notPompeyTefi, 

But left him ftiled great in fio/v, 

Mali« 
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Malicious fate does oft devife 

To beat the brvre, and fbot'ditf wi%; 

XII. 

Ciiarlesy in the firft Datch war, (food fa!|^ 
To have been fov'reign of the deep. 

When Opdatn blew up m the air. 
Had not his highnefs gone to ileep : 

Our fleet flack*d ^ils, fearing bis waking. 

The Dutch had elfe been in fad taking, 

xih. 

The Bergen bufinefs was well laid, 
Tho' we paid dear fo: that defign; 

Had we not three days parling ftay'd 

The Dutch fleet there, Charles, had ht^tS^ 
thine; 

Tho* the falfe D.ine agreed to fell'*em. 

He cheated us, andfaved Skellum^ 

XIV. 

Had not Charles fweetly chousM the jlatC3». 

By Bergen-bafRe grown more wife j 
And made 'em (hit as fmall as rats', ' ' . ' . 

By their rich Smyrna fleet's fufprize :' 
Had haughty Holmes bat call'd* in Spragg, 
Hans had been put into a bag. 

XV. Mifti 
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' XV. . 

14ift8, ilorms, fhort vidluals,, advjerfe. winds. 
And once the navy's wife divi£i9n» 

Defeated Charles's bed deiigns, 
'Till he became his foes derifion : 

But he had fwing'd the Dutch at Chatham* 

Had he had (hips but to come a|;.'em. 

XVI. 

Our 61ack*Heath hofi, withoat difpote, 
(Rais'd,put on board, why? no man knows) 

Muft Charles have render'd abfol ate 
Over his fubje£ts> or his foes ; 

Has not the French king made usfoob^ 

By takbg Maeflricht wuhoor tooU? 

XVII. 

Bat, Charlesy what coul4 thy policy be, 
^ To run fo many fed difafters ; 
To join thy fleet with falfe d'Eilrees 

To* make the French of Holland makers j 
Was't Carewell, brother James, or Teaguo,.* 
That made thee break the Triple League ^ 

XVIII. 

Could Robin Viner have foreften 
The glorias triumphs of his maftcr , 
he Wool-church Hatue gold had been,. 
Which now is madeof alabader ; 

Bat 
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But wife men think, had it been wood, 
*Twere for a bankrupt king too good. 

XIX. 

Thofe that the fabric well con/ider» ^ 

Do of it diverfly difcourfe j 
Some pafs their cenfure on ^the rider, 

Others their judgment on tbe horfe; 
MoA fay, the fteed's a goodly thiag» 
But all agree, 'tis a lewd king. 

By the lord mayor and his grave coxcombc* 
Freeman of London Charles is made ; 

Then to Whitehall a rich gold box coined ; 
Which was beftow'd on the French jade ^4 

Bttt wonder not it ihould be fo, firs. 

When monarchs rank themfel ves with Grocert* 

XXL 

Cringe^ (crape no more, yecity-fops. 
Leave oiF your feafting and fine fpeeches ; 

Beat up your drums, fiait up vour ihops, 
The^^urtiers then will bis yonr breeches. 

Arm*d, tell the popilh duke that rules, 

You're free*bora fubjeds, not French mules. 



* The duchefs of Portfmouth. 
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New apftartSy baflards, pimps, atul whores^ 
^ That, locuft-like, devour the land. 
By IbuttiDg ap th' Exchequer-d^s, . 
When there our money was trapann'd^ 
Have rendered Charles's reftoration 
Bat a (teall bleffing to the natio^, 

XXIIL 

Then, Charles, beware thy brother York» 
Who to thy government gives law ; 

If once we fall to the old fport, 
Yoa muft again both to Breda ; 

Where, ipite of all that would reftore yottf 

Grown wife by wrongs, we ihottld abhor yoa^ ^ 

« 

XXIV. 

if, of all Chriftian blood the guilt 
Cries loud of vengeance unto Heav% 

That fea by treacherous Lewis fpilt. 
Can never be by God forgiven : 

Whole (courge unto his fubjeAs^ lord ! 

Than p cil'lence, famine, &e, or fwoKL 

XXV. 

That falfe rapacious wolf of France^ 
The icourge of Europe, and its cur/e» 

Who at his iubjeAs cries does dance, 
^Ind Hudies bow to make them worfe ; 

To 
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To fay fuch kings. Lord,, rule by Thee«, 
Were moA prodigious blaipheiiiy» 

XXVI. * 

Such know no kw, bat ^tir own hift ; 

Their fobj^ds fobfianeey and their bloody 
T'hey count it tribute dneand jod*. 

Still fpent and :ipilt for fafafciksgood* 
If fuch kings are by God appointed^ 
The devil may be the Lord's anointed. 

XXVII. 

Such kings! curs'd be thepow^'r.and namc^ 

Let all the world henceforth abhor 'em ;. 
Monftersy which knaves facred proctaim» 
: And then, like (laves, fall down before 'enu. 
What can there be in kings divine ? 
The moft are wolves, goaCs,^ ^^p» or fwuie«« 

xxvm..;, • ' 

Then farewel, facred raaj^fty. 

Let's pull all brutiQi tyrants down ; 

Where men are born, and ftill Hve, free^. 
There ev'ry head doth.wear^axrown : 

Mankind, like miferable frogs, 

Frove. wretched, kinj^'d by ftorks and dogs*. 
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Much aboat this time, the duke of Back- 
's Sngham was under difgrace for things of ano- 
' ^her nature ; and; beiiig difengaged from ^tiy 
..particular attachment in town, he and lord 
Aochefter reiblvedy like Don' Quixote -of old, 
to fet out inqueft of adventures ; and they met 
'^tvith (bffle which will appear center taining to 
•vur readers, which we (Imll give upon the au^ 
«tiiot*igr of the author of Hotelier's life, pre^ 
fixed to his works. Among many other ad« 
TrcBtures, the following was one : • 

There happened to be an inn on New-nMtr- 
4c et road to beleit; they difguifed themfdves 
in proper habits for the pcrSons they were to 
>airume, and jointly took this inn^ in which 
^ach in his. turn officiated ds roafter : but they 
'ibon made this fubfervient to purpofes of ano^ 
ther nature. 

Having carefully obferved the pretty girls 
lO the country wifh whoip they were moflctp- 
•tivated, (they confidered not whether they were 
^maids, wives, Or widows) and to gain oppor- 
tunities of feducing them, they invited their 
neighbours, who had either wives or daugh- 
ters, ta frequent feafts ; where the men were 
plied hatrd v^ith goo^ liquor, and the womeji 
iiiiidently wai-med to make but as little refif^^ 
aoce fis wotfld bei agfeeable to their inclina*- 
tions, dealing OBt their poifon to. both iexes, 
infpiring the men with wine and other ftrong 
'][uor8> and the women with love. Thus 

y WCK abfe to deflower many a virgin, and 

alienate 
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alienate the afFe^ions of many a wife by this 
odd ilratagem ; and it is difficult to (ay, whether 
it is pomble for two men to live to a worie 
purpole. 

It is natural to imagine that this kind df 
life could not be of long duration. FeaSs fo 
frequently, given, and that without any thing 
to pay, muft give a ftrong fufpicion that the 
inn-keepers would ibon break '^ or, that they 
were of fuch fortune and circumftance, . as did 
not well fuit the pod they were in. This their 
lordihips were (enfible of, but not ranch con- 
cerned about it, iince they were feldom found 
long to continue in the iame fort of adventures, 
variety being the life of their. enjoyments. It 
was, befides, near the time of his majefly's 
going to Newmarket when they defigned, 
that the difcovery of their real plots fnould 
clear them of the imptttatipn of being con- 
cerned in any more pernicious to the govern* 
ment. 

Thefe two conje£lures meeting they thought 
themfelves obliged to difpatch two important 
adventures; which they had not yet been able 
to compafs. 

There was an old covetous mifer in the 
neighbourhood, who, notwith^nding his age; 
was in polTeflion of a very aereeabte young 
wife* Her hufband watched her . with the 
ikme affiduity he did his money, and never 
traded her.out of his fight 1^ under the pro^ 
tedtion of an old maiden fifter^ whQ 9€«^ ha ' 

hc^^ 
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fclf experienced the joys of loVc, and bore" no 
great benevolence to thofe who were yoang and 
handibme. 

Our noble inn- keepers had no manner of 
doabt of bis accepting a treat> as many had 
done, for he loved good living with all his 
heart when ft coll him nothing ; and, excM^ 
upon thefe occafions, he was the moH temper- 
eat and abftemioas man alive : bot, when they 
coold never prevail with him to bring his 
wife, notwitbitanding they urged the pre- 
fence of fo many good wives in the neigh- 
bourhood to keep her company, all their 
ftudy was then how to deceive the old fifter 
af home, who was fet as a guardian over that 
fruit which the mifercould neither eat himfelf, 
nor fuffer any other to tafte ; but fuch a diffi- 
culty as this was ibon to be overcome by fuch 
inventions. 

It was therefore aj^reed that lord Rocbefter 
ihould be dreiTed in women's cloaths, and, 
while the ha(band was feaftinc^ with «ny lord 
duke, he fhould make tri^l of his fkill with the 
old woman at home. He had learned that (he 
had no averfion to the bottle when (he could 
come fecretly and conveniently at it. Equip* 
ped like a country lafs, and fumi(hed with a 
bottle of fpiritous liquors, he marched to the 
old mifer's houfe. . 

It was with, difiknlty he found, means to 
beak with the €^ woman, but at laft obtained 
Se favour ; Vfh^f^ perfed in all the cant of 

} ■'. ■ thofe 
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thofe people, he began to tell the occafion of 
his coining, in hopes (he would invite him to 
come in, but all in vain; he was admitted no 
farther than the porch, with the houie-door 
a-jai. At iaf!^, my lord, finding no other , 
Jway, fell upon this expedient : he pretended 
■^v be taken fuddenly ill, and tumbled upon the 
thrcftioid. This noife brings the young wife 
to tfaem, who, with much trouble, perfnades 
lier keeper to helpher into the houfe, in regard 
to the decorum of her fex and the unhappy 
condition (he was in. 

The door had not been loirg (hut before our 
Impoilor, by degrees, recovers ; and, being 
fet on a chair, cants a very religious thanki- 
^ving to the good gentlewoman for her kind- 
nefs ; and obferved how deplorable it was to 
be fubjed to fucH (its, which often took her m 
' the (Ireet, and expofei^ her to many, accidents; 
tut every now and then took a fip of the bot>- 
tle, and recommended it to the old benefac- 
trefs, who was fure. to drink a hearty dram. 
His lordthip had another bottle in his pocket 
qualified with opium, which would (boner ae- 
compli(h his defire by giving the woman a 
fomniferous dofe, which drinking with gree« 
dinefs (he foon fell fall afleep. 

His lordfhip having fo far fucceeded, and 
being fired with the prefence of the young 
wife, for whom he had formed this odd 
fchettie, his defires became impetuous, which 
produced a change of colour^ and m^de the 

ardels 
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^lefs^ creature imagine the fit was returning. 
My lord then afked if (he would be (6 charita- , 
hk as to let him lie down on the bed. The 
]good-natured yoimg woman ihewed him th^ 
way; when, he being laid down> and fhe 
Ihiying by him at hts requeil, he put her in. 
iBind of Iter condition, afkiqg about her ^4k|^ 
l)and, whom 'the young woman painted in hS^^ 
true colours, as a furly, jealous old tyrant. 
The rural innocent, -imagining (he had only a 
woman with her, was UCs reierved in.her be- 
havionr and expreffions on that account, and 
his lordfhip foon found that a tale of love 
would not be nnpleafing to her. Being now 

I DO longer able to curb his appetite, |whic& 
was wound up beyond the power of reftraint> 
he declared his fex to her, and, without much 
i!ruggfing'i enjoyed her. 

! He now became as hap^y as indulgence 

' tould make him; and, when the firit tran- 
fports were over, he contrived the efcape of 
this young adultrefs from the prifon of her 
keeper. She hearkened to his propofals with 
{jleaTure, and, before the old gentlewoman 
was^ awake, (he robbed her hufband of ail 
liomlTed and fifty pieces^ and marched off 
with lord Rochefier to the inn about mid« 
night. 

They were tO pafs over three our four fieldn 
hefore they could reach it; and, in going 
over the laft, they very near efcaped falling 

I Into the enemy's hands ; but the voice of the 
Voi..VIf. I hufband 
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hulband difcovering who he was, our adven- 
turers ftruck down the field 'out of the path; 
*^nd, for the greater fecurity, lay down in the 
^rafs. The place, the occafion, and the pcr- 
•fon that was fo near, put, his lordftup in mind 
of renewing his pjeafure, almoft in -fight of 
^^e cuckold. The foir was no longer coy, 
^tffrid eafily yielded to his defires. He, in 
fhort, carried the girl home, and then profti- 
tutcd her to the duke*s. pleafare, -after- he-had 
been cloyed himfelf, ^ 

The old man going home, and finding hk 
fifter afleep, iiis wife fled, and his money 
gone, was thrown into a ftate of madnefs and 

ibon hanged himfelf. ,. . i. ' 

The IMJWS was foon fpread about the neigh- 
bourhood, and -reached the inn, where both 
lovers, now as weary of their purchafe as deli- 
jous of it before, idvifed her to go to London; 
with which '4ht compHed, and, in all proba- 
bility, followed there the trade of proftitutioa 
for a fubfiftence. r 

The king, foon after this infamous adven- 
ture, coming that way, found them both in 
their pofls at the inn, took them agdn into 
favour, and fufFered them to. go with, him to 

Newmarket. . , 

This exploit of lord Rochefter ts «ot at all 
improbable when his chara^er is confidcrcd ; - 
his treachery in tfce affair of the mifer's wife is 
very like him ; and fureljr it was one of the 
crcateft adls of bafenefs of which he was e^ : 
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fttihy : he artfully fedaced her, while her na* 
fiifpedtBg hufban<)hMas entertained by the duke 
ef Buckingham ; he contrived a robbery, and 
produced the death of the injured hufband. 
This coinpHcaced crime wftsone of thoie heavy 
charges on his mind wh|n he ^ On hk 
death-bed, under the dceadful aIarm%of hlg^ 
confcience. ^V^ 

His lordihip*s amours at court made a great 
Boife in the world of gallantry, efpecially that 
which he had with the celebrated Mrs. Ro* 
herts, morels to the king, whom fhe aban* 
doned for the pofTeiSon of Rochefter's hearty 
which ihe found, to her experience, it was not 
in her power long to hold. The carl, who 
was fbon cloyed with the pofleflion of any one 
woman, though the faireft in the world, ibon 
ibribok her: the lady, after the firfl indigna- 
tion of her paiiron fabfided, grew as indiiFer- , 
ent, .and confidered upon the proper means of 
retrieving the king's affedions. 

The occafion was luckily given her one 
morning while ihe was dreffing ; fhe faw the 
king coming; by, fhe harried down with her 
hair diflieveTed> threw herfelf at his feet, im- » 
plored his pardon, and vowed conflancy for 
the fotore. The king, overcome with the 
well*diflembled agonies of this beauty, raifed 
her up, took her in his arms, and protefled 
no man could fee her and nofr love her. He 
waited on her to her lodging, and there com- 
pieated the reconciliation, 

I 2 This 
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This eafy behaviour of the kisgr liad» wifib^ 
many other iDflanc^ of the iaoie kiiid» de- 
lierixMned my lord Hailifax to aiTertt Tbafe 
the love of kisg Charles II. lay ae much a» 
any man'ain the lower regions; that he was 
indiiFecent as t» thexf ccmftaacy* and only va- 
J|ed th^^ for the feafiial pleasures they coukL. 
4«p]d. . 
^ Lord RochtHer's frolica in the diara6i;6r of 
I a moantebank are well known. ; and the fpeecb 
which he made upon the occafion of iiis titSi 
turning iobetant dodor^ has bten often printedi: 
there is in it a true fpidt oi^ fatire, sad a kfies* 
nefs of lampoon which yi very much in the 
chara£ter of his lordflup, who had certainly aa 
original tojrn for i&vedive aad iktirical cottipo- 
fition. 

We (ball jgtve the following fliort e)ftr«€k 
from this celebra^d fpeech>, ia wkich Us k>ed« 
flap's wit appears very confpicuous. 

*' If I appear^ iays Alexander Bendo^ Ht 
say one like a counterfeit, evea for the fake 
of that» chrifly^ ought I to be conftmed » 
t>tt6 man^ who is the counterfeit'siexampley 
Hs originaU and that which he employe lits 
induftry and pdns to imitate and , copy*. Is it 
therefore my fault if the cheat, by his wit And 
endeavours, makes himfelf £0 like me» thttr 
cofifequeatly» I caanot avoid rcfembUng bint I 
Confider» pray^ the valiant and the coward, 
the wealthy merchant and the bankn^t^ the 

/ politician and (he fpolf tb«x ace the fame m 

many 
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iiiany things^ and differ bat in one alone ; the 
▼aliant man holds up his hand, looks conli- 
defltly round about him, wears a fword, 
courts a lord's wife, and owns it ; fb does the 
coward. One only point of^lionour, and^ 
that's courage, which (like falie metal, one 
•nly trial can difcover) makes the didindion^ 
Tfte bankrupt walks the exchange, buys bar- 
gains, draws bills, and accepts them with the 
Mch«ft, whUft caper and credit are current 
coin ; that whiSh makes the differ tice is real 
«*ih ; a great deleft indeed, and fet but one, 
and that the laft !buud out, and ftiil till then 
At Icaft perceived. — »— Now for the politi- 
ciatk ; ke is a grave, deliberating, dole, pry- 
ing man : Pray are there not grave, deliberate- 
ing, cloif^, pT'ying fools ? jrf" therefore the 
4iSdre9ice betwixt all thefe, though infinite in 
cfiedt, be fa nke in alt appearance, will yoa 
j€t cxpe^ it fljould be other wife between the^ 
falfe i^yfician, aftrologer, &c. and the true t 
The ^rk calls himfelf learned doSor, fends 
forth his bills, givee phyfic an^ council, tells 
and foretells ; the other is bound !to do juft as 
jnnch. It is only your experience muft diftin- 
guifh betwixt them, to which I willingly fab- 
mi t nfyfelf.*' 

• When lord Rochefter was reftorcd again to 

the favour of king Charles II. he continued 

*^e fame extravagant purfuits of pieafure, and 

)uld even ufe freedoms with that prince, 

'om he had before fo much offended ; for his 

I 3 fatire 
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fatire knew, qo boands, his invention, was 
lively, and his execution (harp. : 
* He is fuppofed to have contrived with oni 
of Charles's miftrefs's the following ftratagem 
to cure that monarch of the no<Sturnal rambler 
to which he ^ddidled himfelf. He agreed to 

fi out one night with him to viHt a celebrated 
oufe of intrigue, where he told his majetly 
the fineft women in En gland ^ere to.be found*. 
The king made no fcruple to afTame his ufuaL 
diiguife and accompany him ^and, while he 
was engaged with on© of the* ladies of plea« 
fure, being before inftruAed by Ro^hcfter- 
how to behave, (he picked his pocket of aTi- 
his money and watch ;. which the king' did 
not i m media tei y mi fs. Neither the people of 
the houfe, nor the girl herfelf^ was made ac- 
quaintcd with the quality jof their vifiter» not 
had the leail fufpiciod who h& was. 

When the intrigue wa? ended, the king en- 
quired for Rocheiler, but was told he had 
quitted the houfe without taking leave. But 
into what embarrafTment was he thrown when,, 
upon fearching his. pockets, in order to diC' 
charge the reckoning, he found his money 
gone. He was then reduced to aflc the favour 
of the Jezebel to give him credit till to-mor- 
row, as the gentleman who came in with him 
had not returned, who was to have payed for 
both. 

The confequence of this requeft'was, he was 
abufed and laughed at;, and the -old womaa 

. told 
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told him, that fhe Lad often been ferved fuch 
dirty tricks, ^nd would not permit him to ftir 
till the reckoning was paid, and then called 
one of her bullies to take care of him. lt\ this 
ridiculous dillrcfs flood the BritlHi monarch, . 
the prifoher of 9 bawd, and the life upon 
whom the nation's hopes were fixed, put m' 
the power of a ruffian. 

After' many akercations, the king at la(t 
propofed, that ihe Ihould Accept a ring which 
he then took cftf his finger,^ in pledge for her 
money; which (he likewife refufed ; and told 
him, that, as (he was no judge of the value 
of the ring, the did'not chufe to accept fuclv 
pl^d^es The king then deijred that a jew- 
eller might be called to givo his opinion of 
the value of it ; but he was aiifwered, that 
the expedient was impradlicable, as no jew^ 
cHer could' then be-fuppofed to be out of 
bed., 

* 

After much entreaty, his majefly, at laft, 
prevailed upon the fellow to knock up a jew- 
clkr and (hew him the ting ; which, as ibon ^ 
zp he had.infpef^edy he. (Tood amazed, and 
enquired, with eyes fixed upon the fellow; 
who he had got in his houfe i To which he 
aniwered, A black-looking ugly fon of aw--e 
who had no money in his pocket, aud was 
pbfigcd to pawn his ring. *• TJie ring,** faysf 
the jeweller, " is fo immenfely rich, that but. 
one man in the nation could afford to wear it,. 
akftd. that one is the king."* 

1-4. Thei' 
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The jeweller,, being aftoni(hed at this aodh* 
4ent, went out with the bully, in ofder to be 
fully fatisfied of fb extraordinary an afeir; * 
ind, a^ foon as he entered the room, he fell 
on his knees, and, with the utmoft refpefL 
prefented the ring to his majefty^i The old 
Jezebel and the bully, fiodiog the eztraordi* 
Sftry quality of their gued, were now con* 
{bonded, and a&ed pardon inoft fobmiiEvely. 
on their knees. The king, *ia the bed na? 
lured manner, forgave them;^nd, laughing^ 
^(ked them, whether the rix)g would not bear ' 
another bottle. 

Thus ended this adventure. In which the 
kino; learned bow dangerous it was to riik his^. 
perlon in night-frolics ; and could not but; 
feverely reprove Rochefter for a6iing fuch at 
part towards him ; however he iincerely re- 
jblved never agaio to be guilty of the like ii^- 
difcreiion. 

Thefe are the moil material of the adven* 

tures, and libertine courfes of the lord Rochef* 

ter, which hiflorians. and biographers have 

* tranfmitted to pofierity; we&allnow coniid^r 

him as an author. 

He feems to have been too ftrongly tin£iurcd 
with that vice which belongs more to literary 
people, than to any other profeffion under the* 
fun ; viz. envy. That lord Rochefter was en- 
vious, and jealous of the reputation of other • 
men of eminence, appears abundantly clear 
(i:qa\ kU b^Kaviour to Pixy den, which could- 

procecdL 
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proceed frdm no other prkidple ; ^as his ma- 
lice towards him had nfevcr difcovercd itfelf 
tili the tragedies of that great poet met witK 
iuch general applaufei and his poems were uni« 
verialJy eftcemed. 

Such was the inveteracy he (hewed to •Mi'. 
Dryden, that he let up John Crown, an ob- 
iciire man, in op^ofition to him, and recom«* 
mended him to ^e king to compofe a mafque 
for the court, which was really the bufinefs' of 
the poet*laureat ; but, when - Crown's Con- 
queft of Jerufalem met wfth as extravagant 
-iiiccefs as Dryden's Almanzor's, his lordfhip 
then withdrew his favour from Crown, as if 
he would be fiill in contradidion to the pub- 
lic. 

• His malice to Drycien is faid to have ftiU 
further difcovered itfelf m hiring ruffians to. 
cudgel him for a fatire he was fuppofed to be 
the author of; which was at once, malicious^ 
cowardly, and cruel. 

Mr. Wolfey, in his preface to Valentinian, 
a tragedy, itered by lord Rochefter from 
Eietcher, has given a charader of his lordfhip 
and his writings, by no n*earrs confiilcnt wifck 
that idea which other wdters, and commoa 
tradition dilpofe -us to' form of him, 

** He was a wonderful man," fays he, 
** whether we coniider the con/lant good 
fenfe, and agreeable mirth, of his ordinary 
converfation, or the vail reach and compafs of 
his inventions, mti the anfiazing depth of hia 

I 5 retired 
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retired thoughts ; the ancommoh graces of 
his fafhion, or the iDimitabie turns of his wit, 
the becoming gentlencis, the bewitching foftr 
nefs of his civility, or the force and (itnefs of 
his fatire ; for, as he was both the delight, 
the love, and the dotage of the women, fo 
v/as he a continued curb to impertinence, and 
the public cenfure of folly : never did man 
i^ay in his company nnentertained, or leave it 
vninilru6led ; never was his underftanding 
biaffed, or his pleafantnefs forced ; never did 
he laugh in the wrong place, or proflitute his 
fenfe to ferve his luxury; never did he ilab 
into the wounds of fallen virtue, with a bafe^ 
and a cowardly infult, or ftnooth the face of 
profperous villainy with the paint and wafhes 
of a mercenary wit ; never did he (pare a 
fop for being rich, or flatter a knave for being 
great. 

** He had a V^it that was accompanied with 
an unalFeded greatnefs of mind, and a natural 
love to juilice and truth ; a wit that was in 
perpetual war with knarery, and ever attack- 
ing thofe kind of vices mo^ whofe malignity 
was like to be v the moft difFufive» fuca as 
tended more immediately to the prejudice of 
public bodies, and were a common nufance ^o 
the happinefs of human kind. 

<< Never was his pen drawn but on the dde 
of good fenfe, and ufually employed like the 
arms of the ancient heroes, to flop the progrefs 
of arbitrary oppreffion, and beat down the 

brutifhnefs 
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Erudihnefs of head-drong will tadohis king; 
and country juilice upon fuch public flace 
thieves as would beggar a kingdom to enrich 
themfelves : thefe were the vermin whom, to 
his eternal honour, his pen. was continually 
pricking and goading : a pen, if not fo 
happy in the fuecefs, yet as generous in the 
aim, as either the fwofd of Thefe us, or the 
dub of Hercules ; nor was it lefs fharp than 
that, or lefs weighty than this. 

** If he did hot take fo much care of him- 
k\f as he ought, he^had the humanity, how- 
ever, to wiih well to others ; and I think I 
• may truly aiHrm, he did the world as much 
ffood by^ nght application of fatire, as he 
Sort himfelf by a wrong purfuit of pleafure." 
In thi$ amiable light has Mr. Wol fdy drawn 
our author 5 and nothing is more certain than 
that it is a portraiture of the imagination, 
warmed with gratitude, or friendfhip, and 
bears but little or no refemblance to that of 
Rocheiler. Can he whofe fatire is always 
levelled at particular perfons, be faid to be 
the terror of knaves, and the public foe of 
^ice ; when he himfelf has acknowledged that ' 
he fatirized only to gratify his refentment ; 
for it was his opinion, that writing iatires 
without being in a rage, was like killing in 
•old blood } Was his converfation inftrudlive 
whofe mouth was full of obfcenity ? and was 
he a friend to his country ,^ who difFufed.a 
dangerous venom through his works to cor- 

I 6 rupt 
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mpt its members ; in which, it i) to be feared 
he has been bat too fuccefsful ? Did he ever 
fmooth the face of profperous villaii^y, as Mr, 
Wolfely-expreiTes it, the fcope of whofe lif* 
was to promote and encourage the moft licen->^ 
tious debauchery, and to unhinge all the prin- 
ciples of honour i 

Either Mr. WoMely mull be ftrangely mif^ 
taken^ or all other writers who have given u» 
accounts of Rochefter mufl b^ fo; and, a» 
his iingle aiTertions are not equal to the united 
authoiiiies of fo many, w£ may reafonably 
rejedl his teftimony as a* deviation from 
truth. 

We have now feen thofe fcenes'^ pf my lord 
Rocheder's life, in which he appears to little 
advantage. It is with infinite pleafure we can 
take a view of the brighter fide of his cha- 
rafler ; to do which we mnft attend him tx> 
Fri& death-bed. . Had he been the amiable 
jnan Mr. Wolfely reprefents him, he needed 
not have fu^ered fo many pangs of rembr(e» 
nor felt the horrors of confcience* nor been 
driven aimed to defpair by his refie6lion& on a 
xnif-fpent life. 

Rocheiler lived a profligate^ but he died a 
penitent. He lived in defiance of all prmci- 
ples ; but, when he felt the cold hand of death 
upon him, he rede^ed on his folly, and iaWt 
that the portion of iniquity is> at lad, fare to 
be only pain and anguiih* 

Z>s. Burnet^ 
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Dr. Burnet^ the excellent bifliop' of Sara m 
(however he may be reviled by a party) witb 
many other obligations conferred- upon the 
world, has added fome account of lord Ro- 
chefter in his dying moments. No ftate-po- 
Ucy, in this cafe, can be well fuppofed to have 
biaiTed him ; and when there are no motives 
*to falihood, it is fomevvhat cruel to difcredit 
•fiertions. The doctor cOuld not be ifiduenced 
by view* of intereft to give this, or any other, 
account of his lord (hip ; and coold certainly 
have no other incentive but that of ferving his 
country, by fhewing the inftability of vice^ 
fend, by drawing into light an illuilrious peni- 
tent, adding one wreath more to the banners 
•f virtue. 

Burnet begins with telling us, that an acci* 
dent fell Out in the early part'of the earl's life 
which in its confequences confirmed him in the 
pur&it of vicious courfes. 

** When he went to fea^ iti the year 1655', 

there happened to be, in the fame (hip with 

*ium, Mr. Montague, and another gentlemati 

ef quality ; theie two, the former efpcciallf ^ 

leensed perfuaded that they (hould never return 

into England. Mr* Monugue faid^ he wa9^ 

fnre of it; the other was not fo poHtive: 

The earl of Rochcftcr, and the laft of thefe, 

entered into a formal eRgagement, not with<- 

out ceremonies of religion, that, if either of 

them died» he QxoM appear aad give the 

other 
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Gtber notice of che fature ilate, if ^there was any;* 
hot Mr. Montague would not enter into the 
bond. 

** When the day came that they thought ta 
have taken the Dutch Heet in the 'port of Ber- 
gen, Mr. Montague, though he had fuch a 
itrong prefage in his mind of his approaching 
death, yet he bravely ilayed all the while in 
the place of the greateft danger. The other 
gentleman (ignalized his courage in the /mod 
undaunted manner till near tne end of the ac- 
tion, when he fell, on a fudden, into fuch a 
trembling that he could fcarce iland ; and Mr* 
Montague going to him to hold him up, a« 
they were in each other's arms, a cannon-ball 
carried away Mr. Montague's belly, lb that he 
expired in an hour after/' 

The earl of Rochefter tqld Dr. Burnet, that 
thefe prefages they had in their minds, made 
fome impreffion on him that there were feparat« 
beings ; and, that the foul, either by a na» 
tural fagacity, or fame fecret notice commu'* 
nicated to it, had a fort of divination. But 
tljis gentleman's never appearing was a fnare 
to him during the reft of his life: though 
when he, mentioned this, he could not but 
acknowledge, it was an unreaionable thing for 
him to think that beings in another flate were 
not under fuch laws and limits that they could 
not command their motion but as the Supreoie 
Power ihould order them ; and, that one wbp 

had 
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had (o corrupted the natural principles of 
truth as he had, .had no reafon to expedl that 
miracles ihould be wrought for his convicw 
tion. 

He told Dr. Burnet another odd prefage of 
approaching death, in lady Ware, his mo- 
ther-in-law's fanuly. The chaplain had 

dreanoed that fnch a day he ihould die ; but 
being by all the family laughed out of the be- 
lief of it, he had almoft^forgot it till the evening 
before at fupper j there being thirteen at ta- 
ble, according to an old conceit that one of 
the family muft foon die, one of the young 
ladies pointed to him, that he was the perfon. 
Upon this the chaplain, recalling to mind his 
dream, hll into fome disorder, and the lady 
Ware repfoving hka for his fuperilition, he 
faid, he was confident he was to die before 
morning ; but he- being in perfedl health it 
was not much minded. It was Saturday 
night, and he was to preach next day. He 
went to his chamber, and fat up late, as ap- 
peared by the burning of his candle ; and 
ne had been preparing his notes for his fer- 
mon, but was found dead in his bed next 
morning. 

Thefe things, his lordfiiip Taid, made hint 
incline to believe that the foul was of a Tub- 
fiance difHndt from matter; but that which 
convinced him o^it was, that, in his lail fick- 

lefsy which brought him lib near his death, 

'hen his fpirits were fo fpent that he could 

not 
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not move or flir. aod did not hope to live ait 
hour, he faid his reafon and judgment were 
fo clear and llrong.^ that^ from theoce, he 
was fully perfuadedy that death' was not the 
dlilblucion of the ibul^ but ottly the (eparadioxi 
of It fronfi matter. 

He had, in that ficknef?, great remorie foe 
his pafl life j bvt he afterwards faid, they 
were rather general and dark horrors than any 
convidion of tranfgreffioo againft his laaker;. 
be was forty he had lived fo ^s to wade his 
ilrength fo foon^ or that he had brought fuch 
an ill name upon himf&lf ; and had an agony 
in his mind khovit it, which he knew not w«lL 
how to exprefs; bat believed thattheieimpunc* 
tions of confcience rather proceeded from the 
horror of his condition, than any true oontri^ 
tion for the errors of his life. 

During the time Dr. Burnet was at lord 
Rocheller's houfe, they entered frequently into 
converfation upon the topics of natural and 
revealed religion ; which the doctor endea- 
voured to enlarge upon and explain in a man* 
ner fuitable to the condition of a dying peni- 
: tent. His lordjhip expre^d much contrition 
for his having fo often violated the laws of 
the one> againll his better icnowiedge, and 
having fpurned the authority of the other in 
the prid^ of wanton fophiilry. 

He declared, that he was fatisfied of the 
truth of the Chriftian religion, that he thought 
it the inftitotioa of Heaven^ and afforded the 



I • 
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sioft natural ide^ of the Supreme Being, as 
well as the moft forcible motives to virtue of 
luiy faith profeiTed ^mongfl men. 

r 

" He was not only fetisfied," fays Dr^ 
Burnet, ** of the truth of our holy religion, 
merely as a matter of fpeculation, but wa& 
perfuaded, like wife, of the power of inward 
grace ; of which he gave me~ this ftrange ac^ 
count: * . ^ 

" He faid, Mr. Parfons,. in order to his 
convidlion, read to him the fifty third chapter 
of the prophecies of Ifaiah, and compared 
that with the hiflory of our Saviour's paflion ;; 
that he might there fee a prophecy concern- 
ing it, written many ages before it was donej 
which the Jews that blafphemed Jefus ChriA 
fUll kept in their hands as., a book divinely in« 
^ired. 

"« He faid, as he heard it read, he felt all 
inward force upon him, which did foenlightea 
hi6 mind^and convince him^ that he could re« 
fill it no longer ; for the words* had an aiu 
thority which did ihoot like rays or beams . 
into his mind ; fo that he was not only con- 
vinced by the reafonings he had about it> 
which ^ faiisfied his underflanding ; but, by 
a power, which did fo effedually' conftraia 
Iiim, that he ever after firmly believed ia 
"i Saviour, as if he had feen Him in the 

luds." 

We 
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We arc not quite certainw hether there is- 
not a tinfture of cnthufinfrn in this account 
given by his ]ordihip> as it is (too natural to 
fly from one extreme to another, from the ex- 
cefTes of debauchery to the gloom of metho-* 
difm ; butj even if we fuppofe this to have 
been tlie cafe, he was certainly in the fafefl 
extreme; and there is more comfort in hearing^ 
that a man whole life had been fo remarkably 
profligate as his, fhould die under fuch impref- 
flons> than quit the world without one pang^ 
for pall oiFencea. 

The bifliop gives an inftance of the great, 
alteration of his lordfliip's temper and difpo- 
fitions, from what.tbey. were formerly, in his' 
flel«R«rd^ 

*' Whenever he happened to life out of cjv 
der, either by pain or ficknefs, his temper 
became quite ungovernable, and his paffioni 
fo fierce that his fervants were afraid to ap- 
proach hira J but, in his laft ficknefs, he 
was all Jiumility, patience,, and refignation. 
Once he was a little ofl^ended with the de- 
lay of a fervant, who he thought made 
not hafte enough with fomewhat he called 
for, and faid, in a little heati ' That damn'd* 
fellow.* 

<* Soon after," f^ys the do6lor, ** I told 
him that 1 was glad to find his flile fo re- 
formed, and that he had fo entirely overcome 
ik^ ill habit of fwearing, only that word of 

C?lUr. 
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calling any damned, which had retamed opon 
him, was not decent ; his anfwef was> * Uh ! 
that language of fiends, which was fo familiar 
to me» hangs yet about me; fure none ha» 
deferved more to be damned than I have done!^ 
And» after he had humbly afked God pardoa 
for it» he deiired me to call the perfon to hin% 
fhat he might afk him forgivenefs ; but I told 
him that ivas needlefs, for he had faid it of 
one who did not hear k» and fo could not be 
offended by it. 

*^ In this difpoiition of mind," continuer 
the bifbop, *^ he remained all th^ while I wa» 
with him, four days together. He was thei> 
brought fo low, that all hope of recovery-was^ 
gone ; much purulent matter came from him 
with his urine, which he paifed always with, 
pain, hut one day with inexprejlible torment; 
yet he bore it decently, without breaking out 
into repinings, or impatient com plaints* Nar 
ture being at laft quite exhaufted, and all the 
floods of life gone, he died:^ without a groan^ 
on the twenty -£xth of Ju^y» 1680, . in the 
thirty-third year of his age. 

•* A day or two before his death he lay 
much iilent, andfeemed extremely devout ia 
his contemplations. He was frequently obi- 
ferved to raife hi? eyes to Heaven, and fend 
forth ejaculations to the Searcher of hearts, 
who faw his penitence, and who, he hoped » 
would forgive him/* 
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Thus died lord RoclieAer, an amazing In— 
iance of the goodn^fs of God,, who permitted 
him to enjoy time, and inclined hi» heart to 
penitence. As by his life he was fufFcred to 
iet an example of the moil abandoned dif. 
£blatene& to ihe world; fo, by hh deatih,. 
he ^^s a v^y lirely demonflration of the 
fruitlefneis of vicions conrfesy and may b& 
propoied, as ao example, to all tliofe who* 
are captivated with the gharma of guilty pl<a« 
lure. 

Let all his failings now ffeep witih him in 
the grave^ and let us only think of hii 
elofing moments, his penitence and relbrma- 
tion. Had he been permitted to have reco^ 
vered his illnefs,. it is^ reafenabk to prefvme 
he would have been as lively an example 
of virtue ^ as he had ever been of vice, and 
have born his tefiimony in favour of our reli'* 
gion. 

He left behind him a fon named Charles, 
who dying on the twelfth^ of November, wa» 
buried by his father on the feventh of Decem- 
ber following. He alfo left behind him three 
daughters. The male lineceafing, Charles II. 
conferred the title of earl of Rochcfter on 
Lawrence vifcount Killingworih, a younger foa 
Qf Edward carl of Clarendon. 

We might now enumerate his lordihip'5 
writings, of which we have already given 
fome charadler ; but unhappily for the wdrld 
tihey are too generally difFufed, and we thinlc 

ourfelvej^. 
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anrrelves under no oblieations to particQlau 
rize thofe works which haye been lb frnitfut 
of mifchief to fociety, by promoting a general 
corruption of morals ; and which he hunfelf, 
in his laft moments, wilhed he could recal, or, 
nthcii that he never had compoled. 
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Tme life of 

John Dryden. 

^,*„*„*,At-H.IS illuftnous poet wa'! fon 

r-*-"« ? Erafmos Drydenj of Tick 
T (f f "lili) '1 Northampton fJiii 
; u J 3* and born at Aldwincle, n 
f *-*>^ > Oundle, in 1631'.. He h 
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le, near 

1631'.. He had 
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ing at Weftminller-fchool, under the famouj 

Dr. Bulby ; and was from tberice elefted, in 

3, a fciiolar of TiiDiiy- col lege in Cam- 
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We have no account of any extraordinarf 
indications of genios given by this j^reat poet 
while in his earlier days;' and he is one in- 
fiance how Httle regard is to be paid to the 
£gare a boy makes at fchool, Mr. Dryden 
was tarned of thirty before he introduced any 
play upon the Hage ; and his fird, called The 
Wild Gallants, met with a very indiiFerent 
reception ; fo that, if he had not been impel* 
led, by the force of genius and propeniion, 
h^ had never again attempted the flage.— A 
circomilaQce which the lovers of dramatic po- 
etry rauft ever have regretted, as they would, 
in this cafe, have been deprived of one of the 
• greateft ornaments tKat ever adorned the pro- 
feflion. 

The year before .hi? left the oniverfity, tie 
wrote a poem on the death of lord HaiBngs ; 
** A performance," fay /ome of his critics » 
*^ ve*7 unworthy of^hipifelfj^and of the ^fto- 
nifliinj; genius he afterwards drfcovcred/* ' 

That Mr. Dryden had, at this time, no 
Sxed principles, either in. religion or politics, 
is abundantly evident from his heroic ftanzas 
on Oliver Cromwell, writkn after his funeral 
in 1658; and immediately upon the reftora- 
tion he publifhed Aftraea Redux, a poem on the 
happy reiloration of Charles the Second ; and 
the fame year, hi^ Panegyric to the king on 
his coronation. In the former of thefe pieces* 
a remarkable diitich ha^ expofed our poet to 
the ridicule of* the wits* 

• * 

An 
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An horrid ftlllnefs ^Tfl invades the ear. 
And in that filence we the tempeft hear. 

Which, it m^fk he owned, is downright 

nonfenfe, and a contradiflion in terms. 

Amongll others, captain RadclifFhas ridiculed 
this blunder in the following lines of his News 
from Hell. 

Lanreat, who was Loth learn'd and florid. 
Was damn'd long (ince for filence horrid; 
Nor had there been fuch clatter made. 
But that his filence did invade. 
Invade, and fb it migl^, that's clear; 
But what did it invade ? An ear ! 

In i66i%u ^e addreiTed a poem to th^ lord- 
chancellor 'Hyde, prefented on New Year's 
l)ay ; and,' the fame year, publilhed a fatire 
on the Dutch. His next piece was his Annus' 
Mirabilis, or. The Year of Wonders, 1668; 
an hidorical poem, which celebrated the dakt 
of York's vidlory over the Dutch. In the 
fame year, Mr. Dryden fucceeded Sir Williaat 
Davenant as poet-laureat, and was alfo made 
hiftoriographer to his raajefty ; and that year 
pobliihed his Eflay on Dramatic Pbetty, ad- 
dreiTed to Charles «arl of Dorfet and, Middle- 
(ex. 

Mr. Dryden tells his patron, that theVriting' 
', eiTay ferved as an amufement to him iti the 
ntry, when he was driven from town by 

B 2 . tht 
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the violence of .the plague, which then raged 
in London; and he diverted himfelf with 
thinking on the theatres, as lovers do by ru- 
minating on .their abfent miftrefles. He there 
juftilies the method of writing plays in verfe, 
but confefles that he had quitted the pratlice, 
becatjfe he found it troublcfonie and flow *. 

In the preface we are informed, that the 
drift of this difcourfe was to vindicate the ho- 
nour of the Engliih writers from the cenlurc of 
thofe who -unjuilly prefer the French to' thenu 
Langbaine has injurioufly treated Mr. Dry den 
on account of his dramatic performances, and 
charges him as a licentious plagiary. The 
truth is, our author, as a dramatift, is leii 
eminent than in any other fphere of poetry^ 
but, with all his faults, he is, even in that re- 
fpe£l, the mod eminent of his time.^ 

The critics have remarked, that, as to tra- 
gedy, he feldom touches the paflions, but deals 
rather in pompous language, poetical flights^ 
and defer iptions ; and too frequently makes 
hi» charade rswfpeak better than they have oc- 
cafibn, or ought to do, when their fphere in 
tjie drama is confidered. ** And it is peculiar 
to Dryden," fays Mr. Addifoh, *• to make his 
perfonages, as wife, witty, elegant, and po- 
lite as himfelf." 

That he could not fo intimately affeft the 
paflions, is certain-; for we find no play of 
his in which we are mtich difpofed to weep ; 

* He might have added, 'twas unnatural. 
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and we are fo inchanted with beautiful defcrip* . 
" tions, and noble flights of fancy, that we for- 
get the buiinefs of the play., and are only at* 
tentive to the poet, while the chaiadters lleep, 
Mr. Gildon bbfervcs, in his laws of poetry. 
That, when it was recommended to Mr. Dry- 
den to turn his thoughts to a tranlktion of. 
Euripides, rather than of Homer, heconfefTed 
that he had no reliib for that poet, who was a 
great mailer of tragic firoplicity. Mr. Gildon 
further obferves, as a confirmation that Dry- 
den's tafte for -tragedy was not of the genuine 
fort, that he conftantly expreflcd great cor- 
tempt for Otway, who is univerfally allowed 
to have fucceeded very happily in affecting the 
tender paffions. ' Yet Mr, Dryden* in his pre- 
face to ihe tranilation of M. Da Frefnoy,. 
fpeaks more favourably of Otway ; and^ after 
mentioning theie inllances, Gildon afcribes 
this tafte in Dryden to his having read many 
French romances. 

The truth is, if a poet would afTeft the 
heart, he mud not exceed nal^e too much» 
nor colour too high ; diftrefsful drcumftances, 
ihort fpeeches, and pathetic obfervations, ne- 
ver fail to move infinitely beyond the higheft 
rant, or long declamations, in tragedy. The> 
Simplicity of the drama was Ocway*s peculiar 
excellence. A living poe^t^obfcrves, that,froin. 
Hvray to our own times,^ 

B J Froav. 
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From bard to bard, the frigid caation crept,, 
And declamation roar'd while paffion ilept. 

Mr. Dryden feems to be fenfible that he was 
not born to write comedy ; ** For,'* fays he,. 
** I want that gaiety of humour which is re-^ 
quired in it^ my converfation is flow and dull, 
my humour faturnine and reierved. In (hort; 
I am none of thofc who endeavour to breafe. 
jells in company, and make repartees ; fo that 
thofe who decry my comedies do me no in- 
jury, except it be in point of profit f reputa* 
' .tion in them is the lafi. thing to which I ihalt 
pretend *.'• 

This ingenuous cenfefiton of inability, fttie 
would imagine were fufficient to filence the 
Glamour of the critics againd Mr. Dryden in 
th4it. particular ; but, however true it may be, 
that Dryden did not fucceed to any degree i^ 
comedy, I (hall endeavour to fupport my a(- 
fertion, that, ib tragedy, with all his faults^ 
he is dill the moft excellent of his time. The^ 
end oF tragedy is to.inftrudt the mind, as well 
as move the paffions ; and, where there, are 
no (hining fentiment^, the mind may be af^ 
fe^ed, but not improved ;.and, however pre- 
valent the paffion of grief may be over the 
heart of nian, it is cerrajin that he may feel' 

; • Pcfence, or the Ellay on. Dramatic Poetry. 

diftreft 
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diftrefs in the acuted manner, and not be mucb- 
the wifer for it. 

The tragedies of Otway, Lee, and South- 
ern, are irrefiftibly moving ; but yet they 
convey not, fuch grand fentiments, and their 
langimge is far from being fo poetical, as 
I>fyden*5. Now, if one dramatic poet writes 
to move, and another to inchant and inilru£t» 
as indruftion is of greater confeqaence than 
being agitated, it foliows naturally, that the 
letter is the mod excellent writer, and poflefTes 
tike greateft genius. 

But perhaps our poet would have wrote bet- 
ter in both kinds of the 'drama, had not the 
necefltty of his circumftances obliged hini to 
comply with the popular tafte. He himfelf, 
in his dedication to the Spanifti Fryar, infinu- 
ates as much. 

** I remember,"^ fays he, " fbmcverfts of 
my own Maximin and Almanzor,^ which cry 
vengeance upon me for their extravagance. 
All that I can iay for thofe paifages, which are, 
I hope, not many, is, that I knew they were 
bad when I wrote them. But I repent of them 
amongft my fins, and, if any of their fellows 
intrude by chance, into my prefent writings, 
I draw a veil over all thefe Dalilahs of the the- 
atre ; and am refolved, 1 will fettle myfslf no 
reputation upon the apptaufe of fools. 'Tis 
not that I am mortified to all ambition, but I 
fcorn a» much to take it from half-witted 

B 4 judges. 
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judges, as I (hould to raife cia eUate by clieat^ 
ang of bubbles, 

•* Neither do I difcommend the* lofty llile 
in tragedy, which is naturally pompous andr 
magnificent ; but nothing is truly fublimc 
that is not juft and proper." — '• — He fays, ia 
another place, That his Spaniih Fryar was 
given to the people," and that he never wrote 
any thing in the dramatic way^ to pleafe him^ 
ielf, but his All for Lpvc. 

In 167 1, Mr. Dryden was publicly ridi*: 
culed on the ilage, in the duke of Buckins;- 
ham's comedy, called the Rehearfal, um^r* 
the charafter of Bays. This chara£ter, we 
are informed, in the Key to the Rehear fal,, 
was originally intended for Sir Robort How-x 
ard, under the name of Bilboa; but the re-^ 
prefentation being put a flop to, by the break- 
ing out of the plague, in 1665, it was laid by 
for feveral years, and not exhibited on the- 
flage till 1671 ; in which ioterval, Mr. Dry- 
den being advanced to the laurel, the noble 
author changed the name of his poet from 
Bilboa to Bays ; and made great alterations in 
his play, in order to ridicule feveral drama* 
tic performances, that appeared fince the {kr& 
writing it. 

Thofe of Mr. Dryden which fell under his 
grace's lalh, were, the Wild Gallant, Ty- 
rannic Love, the Conqueft of Granada, Mar- 
riage A-la-Mpdc, and Love in a Nunnery. 

"WhatcYer 
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Whatever was extravagant, or too warmly ex- 
prefled, or any way unnatural, the author has 
ndiculed by parody. 

Mr. Dryden affefted to defpife the fatire le- 
velled afhim in the Rehearfal; as appears froin 
his dedicationof the translation of Juvenal and 
Periias ; where, fpeaking of the many 1am- 

£oons and libels that had been written againfl 
iro„ be fays, 
•• I anfwered not to the Rehearlal, becaufe 
I knew the author fat to himfelf when he drew 
the pidure, and was the very Bays of his own 
farce ; becaufe I alfo knew my betters were 
more concerned than 1 was in that fatire; 
and, laftly, becaufe Mr. Smith and Mr. John- . 
ion, the main pillars of it, ^ere two fuch Ian,- * 
gaiihing gentlemen in their converfation, that 
I could liken them to nothing but their own 
relations, thofe noble characters of men o€ 
wit and pleafure about town." 

In 1679, came out an EfTay on Satire, faid' 
to be written jointly by Mr. Dryden and the- 
earl of Mulgrave. This piece,' which waa> 
handed about in manufcript, containing re- 
flexions on the duchefs of Portfmouth and the 
carl of Rochefter ; who fufpeding, as Wood, 
fays, Mr. Dryden to be the author, hired three 
*"ifians to cudgel him in Wills's coffee-houfe, 

eight o'clock at night. This Ihort anec- 

>te, I think, cannot be told without indig<-. 

tion. It proved RocheHer tvas a maticioas 

B 5 coward^ 



j^ BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

cpward, and, like other cowards, cruel and 
ipfolent ; his foul was incapable of any thing 
tnat approached towards getieroiity ; and, 
livhen his refentment was heated, he purfibed 
revenge; and retained the inoft lading hatred : 
he had always entertained a prejudice againil 
Dryden from no other motive than env:)L.;; 
Dry den's plays met with fuccefs, and this was 
enough to me the « refentment of Roche(ler» 
who was naturally envious. 

In order to hurt the chara^ier, and fhake 
the interefl of this noble poeit, he reconv- 
mended Crown, dn obfcure map, to write a 
Mafque for the court, which was Dryden's 
province, as poe.t-laureat, to perform. Crowa. 
in this.fuccceded ; but, foon after, when hi^ 
^ play> called the Conqaeil of Jerufalem, met 
Vith fuoh extraordinary applauife,, Rochefter^ 
jealous of his new favourite,., not only abat)* 
doned. him» but commenced, from that mor 
♦ ment, his enemy. 

The other perfon againft whom this fatire.- 
was levelled,, was not luperior in virtue to the 
former ; and, all the nation over, . two better 
fabjeds for fatire cpuld not. have been founds. 
than lord Rochefler and the duchefs of Portf- 
. month. As for Rocheft^r,. he had not genius 
enojjgh to enter the lifts with Dryden, fo h^ 
fell upon another method of revenge, and 
meanly hired bravoes to afTault him. 

In 1680, came out a tranflation of Ovid!s.. 
'Epiftles in Englijh verfe, by feveral hands; 
two of which were tranfkied by Mr. Dryden,. 

wha 
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who alfo wrote the preface. In the year fol- 
lowing, our author publiftied Abfalom and 
Achitophel. It was firft printed without his 
name, and is a fevcre* fatirc againft the con* 
trivers and abettors of the oppofition againft 
king Charles' II. 

In the fame year that Ab(aloiti and Achito- 
phel was publifhed, the Medal, a fatire, was 
likewife ^iven to the public- This piece is 
aimed againft fediiion, and was occafioned liy 
the ft ri king of a medal on account of the in- 
diftment againft the earl of Shaftft)ury for 
high-treafon, being found ignoramus by the^ 
grand-jury, at thie Old-Bailey;- for which the 
whig party made great rejoicings by ringing 
of bells, bonfires* &c. in all parts of Lon- 
don. The poem is introduced in a very fati- " 
rical epiftle to the whigs^ in which- the author 
iays, , 

** I have one favour to defire of you at 
parting, that, when you think of anfwering- 
this poem, you would empk)y the fame pens 
againft it, who have combated with fo much 
fuccefs againft Abfalom and' Achitophel'; for 
th«n you may afTure yourfelvep of a clear vic- 
tory without the leaft reply. Rail at me 
•abundantly, and not break a cuftom to do it 
with wit. By this method you will gain a 
eon/iderable point ; which is, wholly to wave 
the anfwer of my arguments. If God has not. ' 
' bieffed yon with the talent of rhiming, make- 
nfe of my poor ftock and welcome ; let you^r 
verfcs run- upon. my feet; and,, for th»utmoft. 

B 6 ., . refuge: 
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refuge of notorious blockheads, reduced tat 
the laft extremity of fcnfe, turn my own line* 
againll me ; and, in utter defpair of my owa 
fatire, make me fatirize myfelf," 

The whole poem is a fevere iove6live 
againft the earl of Shaftfbury, who was uncle 
to that earl who wjrote the Chvaderiflic^r 
Mr. Elkanah Settle wrote an anfwer to this 
poem, entitled the Medal Reverfed. How- 
ever contemptible Settle was as a. poet, yet 
fuch was the prevalence of parties at that time, 
that, for fome years, he was Drydcn's rival on 
the ftage. 

In 1682, came out his Religio Laid, or a 
Layman's Faith. This piece is intended as a 
defence of revealed religion, and the excel* 
lency and. authority of the fcripturcs, as the 
only rule of faith an4 manners, againft Deifls, 
Papifts, and Prefbyterians. He acquaints us, 
in the preface, that it was writteq for an in- 
genious young gentleman, his friend, upon 
his trandation of Father Simons's Critical Hi- 
ftory of the Old Teftamcnt, and that the ftyle 
of it was epiftolary. 

'. In 1684, he publiihed a translation of M. 
Maimbourg's Hillory of the League, in which 
he was employed, by the command of king 
Charles II. on account of the plain parallel 
between the troubles of France and thofe of 
Great Britain. Upon the death of Charles II. 
he wrote his Threnodia Auguftalis, a poem, 
f acred to the happy memory of that prince. 
$oon after the acceffion of J^mes XL our au- 
z hot 
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thor turned Roman Catholic, and» by thu 
extraordinary (tep, drew upon hiniielf abun- 
dance of ridicule from wits of the oppoiite 
fadlion ^ and, in 16899 he wrote a Defence 
of tlie Papers, written by the lat^ lung, of 
bleffed memory, found in his ilroog box* 

Mr. Dry den, in the above - m^nuoncd 
piece, takes occafion to vindicate the authof 
rity of the catholic church, in decreeing mat^ 
ters of faith, upon this principle, that the 
church is more vifible than the fcriptures, be*> 
caufe the fcriptures are feen by the church, 
und to abufe the reformation in England; 
which he affirms was ereded on the ibandatioB 
of luft, facrilege, and ufurpation. - Dr. ^dU 
lingfleet hereupon anfwered Mr. Dryden, and 
4reated him with fomc feverity. 

Another author affirms^ That Mr. Dryden^i 
tradl is very light, in fome [places ridiculous ; 
and pbferves, that his talent hy towards cod- 
troverfy no more in profc, than, by the Hind 
and Panther it appeared to do in verfe. This 
poem of the Hind and Pan the/ is a diredl de* 
fence of the Romifb church, in a dialogue be- 
tween a Hindj which reprefents the church of 
Rome; and a Panther, which fupports the 
chara£ler of the church of England. The 
£r{l part of this poem coniiils mo^ in general 
chara£lers and narration ; " which," uys he, 
** I have endeavoured to raife, and give it the 
niajeftic turn of heroic poetry. The fecond 
being matter of difpute^ and chiefly ^roncern- 
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log church authority, I wasiobliged to make as- 
plain and perfpicuoas as poffibly I could, yet 
not wholly negle^ing the numbers, though: 
I had not frequent occalion for the magnifi- 
cence of vcrfe. The third, which has more 
of the nature of domeilic convcrfation, is, or 
ought to be, more fi^e and familiar than the 
two former. There are in it tWo epifodcs, or 
fables, which are interwoven with the maiii 
defign ;• fo that they are property parts of ir, 
though* they are alfadidinft ilories of them- 
felves,. In both of thefe T have made ufe of 
the common places of fatire^ whether true or 
falfe, which are urged by^ the members of one 
church againfl the other/' 

Mr. Dryden fpeaks of his own converfion in 
ihr following terms : 

Bttt>. gracious God, fiow well doft than pra- 

vidc, 
For erring judgments an unerring guide ; 
Thy throne is darknefs, in th* abyfs of lights 
A blaze of glory that forbids the fight; 
Oh 1 ' teach me to believe thee thus concealed. 
And fearch no furtherthahthyfelf revealed ; 
But her alone for my diredlor take ^ 
"Whbm thou haft promis'd never to fbrfake ! 
My thoughtlefs youth was wing'd with vain 

defires; 
My manhood, long mifled by wand'ring 

fir£s,- ' . ' 

, ' FoUowM. 



J-O H N IXR Y n E N. i^ 

Eollow'd falfe lights ; and when their glinipre 

was gone. 
My pride flruck out new fparkles of her own» 
Such was I, fuch by nature ilill I am, 
Se thine the glory, and be miae. the fhame ; 
Good life be now my tafic, my doubts are 

done •;, 

This- poem was attacked by Mr. Charlet 
Montague, afterwards earl of Hallifax, and 
Mr. Matthew Prior, who joined in writing 
the Hind and Panther, tranfverfed to the 
Country Mou(e, and City Moufe, Lond. 1678, 
4to. In the preface to which,, the author ob* 
fcrves,. That Mr.. DxydenV po«m naturally 
falls into ridicule.; and, that, in this burlefque* 
nothing is reprefented moniirous and unnatu- 
ral, that is not equally fo in the original. 
They afterwards remark. That they have this 
comfort under the feverity, of Mr. Dryden^s 
fatire, to fee his abilities equally le/Tened with. 
his opinion of them; and that he could, nor 
be a fit champion againft the Panther till he 
bad laid aiide his judgment. 

Mr. Dryden is fuppofcd to have . been en- 
gaged in translating M. Varillas's Hiflory of 
Hereiies, but to have dropped that defign. 
This we learn (rrin a paflage in Burnet's re- 
flections Qfi the ninth book of the firfl volume 
of M, Varillas's HiAory,. being a reply to his 
aafwecv 

* QrigualPoeois. 
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I fhall here give the piflure the doflor has 
drawn of this noble poet ; which is, like a 
great many of the dodor's other charadlers, 
rather exhibited to plcafe himfelf, than accord- 
ing to the true refemblance. The doftor 
fays, 

" I have been informed from England, 
that a gentleman, who is famous both for po* 
etry and feveral other things, has fpent three 
months in tranflating M. Varillas's Hfftory ; 
but, as foon as my reflexions appeared, he 
difcontinued his labours, finding the credit of 
his author being gone. Now, if he thinks it 
is recovered by his anfwer, he will, peihaps> 
go on with his tranilation ; but this may be^ 
for ought 1 know, as good an entertainment 
for him, as the converfation he has fet on fool 
between the Hinds and Panthers, and all the 
reft of the animals, for whom M. Varillat 
may ferve well enough as an author ; and this 
Kiflory, and that poem, are fuch extraordi-^ 
nary things of their kind, that it will be but 
• fuitable to fee the author of the wcrll poem 
become the tranflator of the worft hiftory that 
the age has produced. If his grace and hJi 
wit improve fo proportionably, we (hall hardly 
^nd, that he has gained much by the change 
he has made, from having no religion, to 
chufe one of the word. It is trlie he had 
fomewhat to fink from in matter of wit ; but, 
as for his morals, it is fcarce poffible for him 
to grow a worfe man than he wa^r He has 

lately 
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iately wreaked his malice on ine for fpoiling 
bis three months labour; but in it he has donci 
sne all the honour a man can receive fro in 
him ; which is» to be railed at by him. If I 
had ill-nature enough to prompt me to w](h 
a very bad wifh for him, it ihould be, that he 
would go and fini(h his tranilation. By that 
it will appear whether the Englifli nation, 
which is the jnoft competent judge of this 
matter, has, upon feeing this debate,- prow 
Bounced in M. Varillas's favour or me. It i» 
true, Mr. Dryden will fuifer a little by it | 
but, at lead, it will ferve to keep him in froixi^ 
other extravagancies ^ and, if he gains little 
honour by this work, yet he cannot lofe fo^ 
much by it as he. has doae by hi& laft employ- 



ment." 



When the revolution was compl^ated. Mr«. 
pryden having, turned papifl, became diiqua^ 
lified for holding his place, and was accord* 
ingly dtfpoiTefTed of it ; and it was conferred 
on a man to whom he had a confirmed aver* 
iiod. In coniequence whereof he wrote a fa-, 
tire againfl him, called Mac Flecknoe ; which 
is one of the feverefl and beft written latires ia 
pur language. 

Mr. Richard Flecknoe, the new laureate 
with whole name it is infcribed, was a very 
indifferent poet of thofe times ; or, rather, at 
Mr. Dryden expreiTes it. 

In profe and verfe was own'd, without diC\ 

pute, 
Thro' all the realms of nonfenfe, abfolute. 
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This poem furniflied the hint to Mr. Pope 
to write his Dunciad ; and it miift be oWned 
the latter has been more happy in the execu- 
tion of his defign, as having more leiTure for 
the performance; bat, in Drydeji*s MacFIeck- 
noe there are fome Hnes fo extremely pungent^ 
that I am not quite certain if Pope has any 
where Exceeded them. 

In the year wherein he was deprived of the 
laurel, ■ he pnblifhed- the 'life of St. Francis 
Xavier, tranflated from the Frenth of father 
Dominic Boucliorus. It^ 16939 came oat a 
tranflation of Juvenal and Periius ; in which 
the £rft, third, fixth, tenth, and fixteenth,. 
fetires of Juvenal, and* Perfius entire, were 
done, by Mr. Dryden, who prefixed a long 
and ingenious difcourfe, by way of dedication, 
to the eafl of Dorfet. In this addrefs, out 
author takes occafion a while to drop his re* 
flexions on Juvenal, and to lay before hift 
lordfhip a plan for an epic poem. Heob-^ 
ferves that his genius never much inclined' 
him to the ftage ; and that he wrot« for it' ra- 
ther from neceflity than inclination. He 
complains^ that his circumf^ances are fuch as 
not to fiiffer him. to purfqe the bent of his own 
genius, and then lays down the plan on which 
an epic poem might be written ; **-to wnich,** 
fkys he, " I am more inclined." 

Whether the plan propofed is faulty or nOj 
we. are not^ at prefent, to confider; one thing. 
b certain, a man of Mr. Dryden's genius. 

would 
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would Kave covered, by the rapidity of the 
adlion, the art of the defign and the beauty of 
the poetry, whatever might have b^n de« 
festive ia the plan ; and produced a work 
which would have been the boafl of the na^ 
tion. 

. We caanot help regretting on this occa- 
iion, that Dryden's fortune was not eafy 
enough to enable hira^ with convenience and 
lejfure, to purfue a work that might havf 
proved an honour to himfelf, and re defied a 
portion thereof on all who fliould have appeared 
lUs encoiu'agers on this occaiion. 

In 1695, Mr. Dryden publilhed a tranfla- 
tion in profe of Da Frefnoy's Art. of Painting, 
with a preface containing a parallel betweea 
palming and poetry. Mr. Pope has addrefTed 
a copy of Kferfes to Mr. Jervis in praife o£ 
Dryden's tranilation. 

; In 1697, his tranflation of Virgil's works 
came out. This tranilation has pafled through 
many editions ; and, of all the attempts 
which have been made to render Virgil into 
Engliih, the critics, I think, have allowed 
Ijiac Dryden beft fucceeded • ; notwithftand- 
iag, as he himfelf fays, when he began it, he 
was pad the grand climadlerio! — So little itif 
fiuence, it feems, age had over him,, that he 
retained his judgment and fire in full force to 

i 

i 
• This was written before Mr> Dodfley's edition of i 

Yirgii in. EogliiLappearcd!. 

tbfii 
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the laft. Mr. Pope, in his preface to Honi«i% 
fays. If Dryden had lived to fini(h what he be-* 
gan of Homer, he (Mr. Pope) would not 
have attempted it after him, '* No mbre,'*^ 
fays he, ** than I would his Virgil j hi« ver*. 
iion of whom, notwithflanding fome humaft 
, errors, is the rooft noWe and fpirited tranfla^ 
tion I know in any iangaage.*' 

Dr. Trap charges Mr, Dryden with grofly 
miftaking his author's f^nfe in many places } 
with adding or retrenching, as his turn is bedf 
ferved with either ; and with being lead a 
tranflator where he fhines mo{l as a poet f 
whereas h is a jufl rule, laid down by lord 
Rofcommon, that a trandator, in regard tc^ 
kis author, ihoold 

Ffld] as he/a]I^9 and as he lifes rifc^ 

Mr. Dryden, he tells us, frequently afls. 
the very rcvcrfc of this precept, of which he 
produces fome inflances ; and remarks, m 
general, that the firft fix books of the iEneis, 
which are th*e beft and moft perfect' in the ori- 
ginal, are the leafl fo in the tranflation. Dr. 
Trap's remarks may poffibly be true ; b«t,. in 
this, he is an inftance, how ez{% it is to difco* 
ver faults in other men'» works, and bow dif- 
ficjult to avoid them in our own. 

Dr. Trap's tranflation is clofe, and con- 
veys the author's meaning literally ; fo,'con- 
fequently, may be fitter for a fchool-boy ; 

but 
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\>ut txien of riper jodgment, ami fuperior taile, 
will hardly approve it : if Dryden^s is the moft 
ipirited of any tranflation, Trap's is the dulled 
that ever was <vritten ; which proves, that ftone 
•but a good poet is fit to tranflate the works of 
t good poet,' 

Befides the original pieces and tranflations 
kttherto mentioned, Mr. Dry^en wrote many 
•others, publiihed in fix volumes of Mifceila- 
nicfl, and m other collections. They coniiit of 
•trandations from the Greek and Latin poets i 
"epi flies to Several perfbns ; prologues and epi- 
logaes to feveral plays ; elegies, epitaphs, and 
fongs. His lad work was his Fables, An* 
^cient and Modern, tranflated into verfe from 
Homer, Ovid, Boccace, and Chaucer. To 
this ^rk, which is, perhaps, one of his 
moil imperfedl, is prefixed, by way of pre- 
face, a critical account of the authors from 
whom the fables are tninilated. 
* Among the original pieces, the Ode to Su 
Cecilia's day is juftly efteemed one of the moft 
elevated in any language. It is impoflible for 
a poet to read this. without being filled with 
that fort of enthufiafm which is peculiar to the 
itifpired tribe, and which Dryden largely felt 
when he compofed it. The turn of the verfe 
is noble ; the ^ranfitions furpriftng ; the lan- 
guage and fentiments jud, natural, and height- 
ened. We cannot be too lavifh in praife 4>f' 
this ode ; had Drydeir never wrote any thing 
befides^ his name had been iminortaU Mr; 

Pope 
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Pope Has die following beautiAjl lines in iti 
praiie *. 

Hear how Timotheus* varied \ttfs iitrprite^ 
And bid alternate paiHons fall and rife ! 
While, at each change, the foa of Lybiaa 

Jove 
Now barns with glory, and then melts with 

love: 
Now his fierce eyes with fparkling fury glow ; 
Now iighs ikal oat, and tears begin to flow ; 
Perfians and Greeks like tarns of nature foand, 
And' the world's vi^or ftood fubdaed by found; 
The power of mutic all pur hearts allow ; 
And what Timoiheus was, is Dryden now. 

As to ovr author's performances in profey 
befides his dedications and prefaces, and coo^ 
troverfial writings, they confift of the Lives o^ 
Plutarch and Lucian, prefixed to the tranfla- 
tion of thole authors, by feveral hands ; the 
Life of Pol)rbius, before the tranflation of that 
kiflorian by Sir Henry Sheers ; and the preface 
to the Dialogue concerning Women, by Wil- 
liam \yaLHh, efquire. 

Before we give^an account of the dramatic 
works of Dryden, it will kes proper here to in- 
sert a ftory concerning him, 'fretpi the life of 
Congreve, by Charles Wilfbn, efquire, which 
that gentleman received .from the lady whom 

■< " ' • *. 

• EflayonCriticithi 

Mr. Dry- 
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Mr. Dryden celebrates by the name of*Co» 
rinna ; of whom it appears he was very fond, 
and who had' the relation from lady Chad* 
leigh. 

Dryden, with all his tuider landing, was 
w^ enoqgh to be fond of jiidicial ailrology, 
and afed to calculate the nativity of his chiU 
* dren. When his lady was in labour with his 
ion Charles, he being told it was decent to 
withdraw, laid his watch on the table, begging 
one of the ladies then prefent, in a mofl folema 
manner, to take exa^ notice of the very mi- 
ppte the child was bora ; which (he did, and 
acquainted him with it. 

About a week after, when his lady was 
pretty well recovered, Mr. Dryden took oc- 
cafion to tell her, that he had been calculating 
the child's nativity 5 and obferved, with griet^ 
that he was born in an evil hour, fot Jupiter; 
Venus, and the Sun, were all under the earth, 
and the lord of his ascendant aiRi£ted with a 
hateful fqnare of Mars and Saturn, ** If he 
lives to arrive at his eighth year,** fays he, 
*' he will go near to die a violent death on his 
• very birth day ; but, if he (hould efcape, as I 
fee but fro all hopes, he wii],«in the.twentyw 
third year, , be under the fame evil dire£lioa ; 
isind^ if he (hould efcape that alio, the thirty* 
third or thirty-fourth year, is, I fear,"— Her© 
he was interrupted by the immodetate griefiqf 
his lady, who could no longer hear calamity^ 
prophecied to befal her fon. 

The 
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The time at laft came, and Auguft was the 
inaefpicious month in which young Dry den 
vms to cnler into the eighth year of his age. 
The court being in progrefs^ and Mr. jyry' 
dcfl at leifore, he was invited to the country- 
fcat of the earl of Berkfhire, his brother-in- 
law, to keep the long vacation With him in 
Charlton^ in Wilts ; his lady was invited to 
ber ancle Mord aunt's, to pais the remainder 
cf the fammer. When they tame to divide the 
children, lady KHzabeth would have him take 
John, and fuffer her to take Charles; but Mr. 
Dryden was too abfolute, and they parted in 
anger: he took Charles with him, and &t 
was obliged to be content with John. 

When the fatal day came, the anxie^ of 
the lady's fpirfts occafioned fuch an efFervefencc 
cf blood, as threw her intdib violent a fever 
that her life was defpairedof, till a letter came 
from Mr. Dryden, reproving her for her wo- 
manifii credulity, and aflnring her that her 
child was well ; which recovered herjpirits, 
and, in fix weeks after, (he received an ec- 
clairciflement of the whole affair 

Mr, Dryden, either through fear of being 
reckoned fuperftitious, or thinking it a fcience 
beneath his ftudy, was extremely cautious of 
letting any one know that he was a dealer in 
aftrology ; therefore could not excufe his 
^bfence, on \m fon's anniverfary, from a 
general hunting • match lord Berkdure had 
Oiade, to which, all the -adjacent gentlemen 
.yvcre invited. \Vhen he went out, he took 

care 
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care to fet the boy a double exercife in the La- 
tin tODgae, which he taught his children hrm- 
ielf, with a ftridt charge not to llir out of the 
room till his return ; welt knowing the ta& he 
had fet him would. take him up longer time, 

Charles was performing his duty., in obedi^ 
ence to his father ^ but, as ill fate would have 
It, the flag made towards the houfe, and the 
noi(e» alarming the (ervants, they haded oat 
to fee the fport. One of them took young 
Dryden by the hand, and led him out tb fee it 
alfo ; when, jud as they came to the gate, the 
flag being at bay with the dogs, made a bold 
pu(h and. leaped over the court wall, which 
was very low and very old ; and the dogs fol- 
lowing, threw down a part of the wall, ten 
yards in length, under which Charles Dryden 
Jay buried. He was immediately dug out, 
and, after fix weeks languiihing in a danger- 
ous way, he recovered.— So far Dryden's pre- 
di&ion was ful^lled. ., 

In the twenty ' third yeajT of his age, Charles 
fell from the top of an old tower belonging to 
the Vatican at Rome, occafioned by a fwim- 
ing in his head, with which he was (eized, the 
^eat of the day being exceHive. He again re- 
covered, but was ever after in a languifhing, 
iickly flate. 

In the thirty - third year of his age, be- 
ing returned to England, he was unhappily 
drowned at Windfor. Mt had, with another 
gentleman, fwam twice over the Thames; but 
retorning a third time> it was fuppofed he was 
Vol. VIIL C taken 
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taken with the cranlp, becauie he called 0Qt 
for help, though too late. — Thus the £ither*s 
calculation proved but too prophetical. 

Mr. Drydeit died on the firftof May, 1701, 
and was interred in Weflminfter*abby. Oh 
the nineteenth of April he had been very bad 
with the gout and eriiipelas in ohe leg ; but 
he was then fomewhat recovered, and defigne^ 
to go abroad. On the Friday following he 
eat a partridge for his (upper ; and going to 
take a turn in the little garden behind his 
houfe in Gerard-ftreet, he was feized \^ ith a 
violent pain under the ball of the great toe of 
his right foot ; that» unable to (land, he cried 
out for help, and was carried in by his fer- 
vants ; when, upon fending for furgeons, they 
found a fmall black fpot in the place affe^ed^ 
He fubmifted to their prefent applications ; 
and) when gone, called his fen Charles t9 
him, u£ng thefe words : ** I know this black 
fpo^ is a morti(ication ; I know alfo, th>at it 
will feize my head^ :and that they will attempt 
to cut off my leg: but I command yon, my 
fon, by your filial doty, that you do not (ufftt 
me tcr bedifmentfbered.'* Ashe foretold, the 
event ,proved ; and his ion was too dutiful to 
difobey his father^s commands. 

On the Wednefday morning following, be 
breathed hi; laft, under the nod e!xcrutiatin£ 
pains, in the (ixty ninth year of his age ; ana 
left behind him the lady Elizabeth, his wife, 
and three (bns. Lady FJizabeth furvived hi«i 
eight years> four of which (he was a lunatic^ 

being 
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Being deprived of her fcnfes by a nervous fever 
in 1704. 

John, another of his fons, died of a fever 
at Rome; and Charles, as has been obferved^ 
was drowned in the Thames. There is no ac- 
count when, or at what place^ Harry, his 
third fon, died. 

Charles Dryden, Ayho was fome time ufher 
to pope Clement II. was a young gentleman 
of a very promifing genius j and, in the af- 
fair of his father's funeral, which I am about 
to relate, Ihewed himfelf a man of fpirit and 
tefolution *. , 

The day after Mr, Drydcn*s death, the dean 
of Weflminftet fent word to Mr. Dryden's 
Widow, that he would make a prefent of the 
ground, and all other abbey fees for the fifne- 
ral. The lord Halifax Jikewife fent to the 
lady Elizabeth, and to Mr. Charles Dryden, 
ofFering to defray the expences of the poet's 
funeral, and afterwards to bellow five hundred 
pounds on a monument in the abbey : which 
generous offer was accepted. 

Accordingly, on Sunday following, the 
company being aiTembled, the corpfe waf-.p^t 
into a velvet hearfe, attended by eigKteen 
inoiltning coaohes. When they were juft 
ready to move, lord JefFerys, fon of Jord- 
cbancellor JefFerys, a name dedicated to in» 
famy, with fome of his rakifh companions 

• Life of Congrevc. 
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riding by, afked whofe funeral it was ; 'and* 
being told it was Mr. Dryden's» he protefled 
he (hould not be buried in that private man- 
ner; that \kt would himfelf, with the lady 
Elizabeth's leave, have the honour of the in- 
terment, and would bellow a thoufand pounds 
on a monument in the abbey for him. 

This put a flop to the proceffion ; and the 
lord JefB:rys, with feveral of the gentlemen, 
who had alighted from their coaches, went ap 
ftairs to the lady, who was fick in bed. His 
lord (hip repeated the purport of what he had 
faid below; but the lady EHzabeth refufing 
her confent, he fell on his knees, vowing ne- 
ver to rife till his requeft was granted. The 
lady, under a fudden (iirprize, fainted away ; 
and lord JefFerys, pretending to have obtained 
her confent, ordered the body to be carried to 
Mr. RulTel's, an undertaker in Cheapfide, and 
to be left there till further orders. In the 
mean time, the abbey was lighted op, the 
ground opened, the choir attending, and bi« 
(liop waiting fome hours to no purpofe for the 
corpie. 

The next day, Mr. Charles Dryden waited 
on my lord Halifax and the biihop, and en* 
deavoured to excufe his mother by relating the 
truth. 

Three days after, the undertaker having re- 
ceived no orders, i;uaited on the lord Jefi^rys, 
who pretended it was a drunken frolic, that 
he remembered nothing of the matter, and he 

might 
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might do what he pleafed with the body. 
Upon this, the undertaker waked on the lady 
Elizabeth, who de fired a day's refpite, which 
was granted. Mr. Charles Dryden immcdi* 
ately wrote to the lord Jefierys, who returned 
for anfwer, that he knew nothing of the mac* 
ter, and would be troubled na more abouc 
it. Mr. Dryden hereupon applied again to 
the lord Halifax, and the biibop of Rochej(ler» 
who abfolutely refufed to do any thing in the 
affair. 

In this diftrefs. Dr. Garths who had been 
Mr. Dryden's intimate friend, fent for the 
corpfe to the college of phyliciacs, and pro* 
pofed a fubicriptioo ; which fucceeding, about 
Arte weeks after Mr. Dryden's deceafe, Dr« 
Garth pronounced a fine Latin oration otrer the 
body, which was conveyed from the college, 
attended by a numerous train of coaches to 
Wedminfter-abbey, but in very great difor- 
der. Ac lafl the corpfe arrived at the abbey, 
which was all unlighted. No organ played, no 
antheii) fung ; only two of the boys preceded 
Ae corpfe, who fung an ode of Horace, with 
each a fmall candle m his hand. 

When the funeral was over, Mr. Charles 
Dryden fent a challenge to lord Jefferys, who 
refuiing to anfwer it, he fent feveral others, 
and went often himfelf; but could neither 
get a letter delivered, nor admittance to fpeak 
to him ; which foincenfed. him, that, finding 
hi& lordfhip refufed to anfwer him like a gen- 

C 3 tleman^ 
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tleman, he refolved to watch an opportunify, 
and brave him to fight, though' with all the 
rules of honour ; which his lordfliip hearing, 
quitted the town, and Mr. Charles never had 
an opportunity to meet him, though he fought 
it to his death with the utmod application. 

Mr. Dryden had no monument eiedled to 
him for fever^l years ; to which Mr. Pope aU 
ludes in his epitaph intended for Mr.Rowe^ in 
this line. 

Beneath a cude and namelefs iloi>e he lies. 

In a note upon which we are informed, that 
the tomb of Mr.. Dryden was erected, upon thi$ 
hint, by ShefReld, duke of Buckingham ; tOi 
which was originally intended this epitaph^ 

This SheflSeld raifeci, The faired duft bo^. 

low 
Was Dryden's once*— The reft who doe^ 

not know. 

Which was fince changed into the plain in^ 
.i<:ripiioa now upon it : viz, 

J. P R Y D,E N. 

Natus Aug. 9, 1631: 
' Mortus Maii i, 1701. 
Johannes Sheffield, duxBuqkinghamienfis fecit* 

The 
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The charader of Mr. Dryden has becRi ' 
drawn by various hands ; fome have dotve it 
in a favourable, others ia an oppofite man- 
ner. The biiliap of Sarum, in the hillory of " 
his own times, fays, that the ilage was delikd 
beyond all example ; ** Dryden, the great 
roailer of dramatic poetry, being a monftcr of 
immodefty apd impurities of all forts."' % The 
late lord Lanfdown took upon hirofelf to vin- 
dicate Mr. Dry den's charafter from this fevere 
imputation ; which was again anfwered, and 
apologies made for -it, by Mr. Burnet, tha 
bifliop's fon. But, not to dwell on thefe cop- 
troverfies about his charafler, let us hear what 
Mr. Congreve fays, in the dedication of Dry- 
den's works to the duke of Newcaftle, Con- 
greve knew him imimately ; ^nd, as he could 
have no motive to deceive the world in that 
particular ; and being a man of untainted mo- 
rals, none can fufpeS his a;ithority ; and, b/ 
Ins account, we fhall fee^ that Dryden was^ 
indeed, as amiable in private life, as a man ;, 
as he .was illuflrious, in the eye of the public,. 
a^ a poet. 

" Mr. Dryden,** fays Congreve, *i had* 
perfonal qualities to challenge love and eHeem- 

• 

J In Millat**s cditioa of the bifhop's works, we have 
Ac following note upon this piflage. " This," fays the- 
ecii^or, << n)uA b« underilood of. his performances for the* 
ftage ; for, as to his: perfonal chara£ler, there was no—.- 
thijig remarkably vicious in it : but his plays are, fome 
q£ them, the fuUcft of obfcenity of any naw extant.** 

C. 4 from^ 
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from all who were tnjiy acquainted with him* 
He was of a nature exceeding humane and 
compaffionate, eafily forgiving injuries, and 
capable of a prompt and fincere reconciliatioa 
with ihofe who had offended him. His friend- 
ship, where he profeiTed it, went much be- 
yond his profeiSons. As his reading had been 
very extenfive, fo was he very happy in a me- 
mory tenacious of every thing he had read.. 
He was not more pofTefled of knowledge than 
he was communicative of it ; but then his 
communication of it was by no means pe' 
dantic, or impofed upon the converfation, but 
jud fuch, and went fo far, as, by the natural 
turns of the di.courfe in which he was engaged, 
it was neceffarily prompted or required. He 
was extremely ready and gentle in the correc- 
tion of the errors of any writer who thought 
fit to confult him, and full as ready and pa- 
tient to admit of the reprehendons of others in 
refpedl of his own oversight or miilakes. He 
was of a very eafy, I may fay of a very pleaf- 
ing, accefs ; but fomething flow, and, as it 
were dilHdent, in his advances to others. 
He had fomething in his nature that abhorred 
iBtrufion in any fociety whatfoever ; and, in- 
deed, it is to be regretted that he was rather 
blameable on the other extreme. He was, of 
all men I ever knew, the moil modeft, and 
the moH eafy to be difcountenanced in his ap- 
pj-oaches, either to his fuperiors or to his 
equals. 

At 
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** As to his writings^ I may venture to fay, 
10 general terms, that no man hath written, 
in our language, fb much, and fo various mat« 
ter; and, in fo various manners, fo well. 
Another thing, I may fay, was very peculiar 
to him ; whicn is, that his parts did not de- 
cline with his years ; but that he was an im« 
proving writer to the laft, even to near feventy 
years of age ; improving even in fire and ima- 
gination as well as in judgment ; witnefs his 
Ode on St. Cecilia's Day ; and his Fables ; 
lis lateft performances. He was equally ex- 
cellent in verfe and profe : his profe had all 
the clearnefs imaginable, without deviating to 
the language or diflion of poetry; and I have 
heard him frequently own with pleafure, that, 
if he had any talent for writing profe, it was 
Owing to his frequently having read the writ- 
ings of che great archbifhop Tillotfon. In 
his poems, his didion is, wherever his fubjefl 
requires it, fo fublime, and fo truly poetical, 
that its eflence, like that of pure gold, cannot 
he deftroyed. Take his verfes, and diveft 
them of their rhimes, disjoint them of their 
flombers, tranfpofe their expreflions, make 
what arrangement or difpofition you pleafe in 
his words ; yet fhall there eternally be poetry, 
and fomething which- will be found incapable 
of being reduced to abfolute prpfe. What he 
has done in any one fpecies, or diftind kind 
of writing, would have been fufiicient to have 
acquired liim a very great name. If he had 
wnttcn nothing bur his prefaces^ or nothing 
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but his fongs, or his prologues, ea^h of them 
woi^ld have entitled him to the preference and 
diftindion of excelling in its kind." 

Befides Mr. Dry den's nunoeroas other per* 
formancesy we find him the author of twenty- 
i€ven dramatic pieces^ qF which the following' 
if an account^ 

T. The Wild Gallant, a comedy, afted at 
the theatre royal^ and printed in 4to, Lond« 
1699. ^ 

2. The Indian Emperor ; or the Conqneft: 
of Mexico >y the Spaniards; a£ted with great; 
applaufe, and written in verie. 

3. An Evening's Love, or the Mock-Aftro- 
loger : a comedy, afted at the theatre-royal, 

and printed in 410. 1,67 i*r- It is, for the 

moil part, taken from Corneille's Feint Aftro- 
logue, Moliere's Depit Amoreux, and Precieu3(. 
Ridiculesii 

4. Marriage A-la-mode, 3 comedy, adled 
at the theatre-royal, and printed in 410, 4673^ 
dedicated to the earl of Rochefter. 

5. AmlK)yna, a tragedy, -afted at the thea- 
tre- royaU and printed in 4to. 1673. It is. 
dedicated to the lord Clifford, of Chudleigh. 
The plot of this play is chiefly founded in hi- 
Hory, giving an account of the cruelty of the 
Dutch towards our countrymen at AmboyDai 
A. D. 1618. 

6. The Miilaken Hufband, a comedy, a£led 
^t\h^ (b^tre-royal^ and printed in 4to. 1675.. 

Mr. 



J CTH N n R y D fi n: 3^ 

Mr. Langbaine tells us, Mr. Dryden was not 
the author of this play, though it was adapted 
by Min as an orphan, which might well de- 
ferve the charity of a ficenc he beftowed on 
it; It is in the nature of low comedy, or. 
farce, and written on the model of Plaatus's 
Menapchmi. . 

7. Aurenge-zebe, or the Great Mogul, a 
fr*g,c^y» dedicated to the. earl of Mulgrave, 
tod aded in 1676. The ftory is related at 
krge in Tav«rner'« Voyages to the Indies, voL 
i. part 2, This play itf written in hleroic- 
ircrfe. 

8. The Tempeft, or the Inchanted Ifland ; 
a comedy, adlea at the duke of York's thea-. 
tre, and printed in 410. 1676. This is only 
an alteration of Shakefpear's Tempeft, by Sir- 
William Davenant and Dryden, The new 
charaders in it were chiefly the invention and^ 
writing of Sir William, as acknowledged by, 
Mr. Dryden in his preface. 

9. Feigaed Innocence, or Sir Martin Mar*- 
all, a comedy, afled-at the duke of Y.orkV 
theatre, and printed in Ato. 1678* The foun- 
dation of this is originally French, the greatefl, 

, part of the plot, at)d fomt of the language,^ 
being taken from Moliere's Eteiirdi 

10. The Affignation, or JLovc in a. Nun- 
nery, a comedy, adted at "the theatre-roya!, 
and printed in 410. 1.67^^ addreiled to Sir 
Charles Sedley. This P'^y, Mr.- Langbaine 
tells Its, was damn(;d on the ftage ; or, as the 
author expre&s it in the epiftie dedicatory,^ 

C 6. fttCr- 
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facceeded ill m the reprefentation ; bat, wbe«* 
ther the fault was in the play itfelf» or in the 
lamenefs of the action, or in the munbecs of 
its enemies, who came refolved to damn it for 
the title, he will not pretend any more than 
the author to determine. 

1 1. The State of Innocence, or the Eall of 
Man, an opera, written in >her(nc verfe, and 
printed in 4to. 1678. It is dedicated to her 
royal high nefs the ducheO of York, on whom 
the author pafles the following extravagant 
compliment. 

*' Your perfon is fb admirable, that it can 
fcarce receive any adition when it fhall be glo- 
rified ; and your foul, which ^ines through 
it, finds it of a fubdance fb near her own, tliat 
(he will bepleafed to pafs an age within it, and 
to be confined to fucb a palace.'* 

To this piece is prefixed an apology for he* 

roic poetry and poetic licence. The fubjedl is 

taken from Milton's Paradife Loft, of which, 

it muft be acknowledged, it is a poor imita- 

• tion. 

12. The Conqnefl of Granada by the Spa« 
niards, in two parts, two tragi- comedies, aded 
at the theatre-royal, and printed in 1678. 
Thefe two plays are dedicated to the duke of 
York, ^nd were received on the fiaj^e with 
great applaofe. The ilory is to be round in 
Mariana's Hiftory of Spain, B, xxv. chap. 
18. 

Thefe plays are written in rhime. To the 
^ft is prefixed an EfTay on Heroic Plays^ and 

to 
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to the fecond an EGky on the Dramatic Poetry 
of the Laft Age. 

13. All for Love, or the World Well Loft, 
a tragedy, adked at the theatre-royal, and 
printed in 4to. 1678. It is dedicated to the 
the -earl of Banby. 

This is the only play of Mr. -Dryden'a 
Ifvhich, he fays, ever pleafed himfelf ; and he 
tells lis, that he prefers the (cene between An* 
thony and Ventidias, in the firft ad, to any 
thii^ he had written of this kind. It is full 
of nne fentiments, and the moft poetical and 
beautiful defcriptions of any of his plays : the 
defcription of Cleopatra in Jier bar^e exceeds 
any thing in poetry, except Shakefpear's and 
his own ^t, Cecilia. . 

14. Tyrannic Love, or the Royal Martyr» 
a tragedy, a£led at the theatre- royal in 1679. 
It is written in rhime, and dedicated to the 
duke of Monmouth. 

15. Troilus and Creflida, or Truth found 
too late, a tragedy, afiedat the duke's thea*. 
tre, and printed in 4to. 1679. It is dedi«* 
cated to the .earl of Sunderland, and has a* 
preface prefixed concerning grounds -of criti- 
cifm in tragedy .•»— This platy was originally 
Shakefpear's, and reviied and altered by Dry^ 
den, who added feveral new fcenes. The plot 
is taken from Chaucer's Troilus and Creffida, 
which that poet tranflated from the original 
ftory, written in Latin verfe by l<ollius, a Lom- 
bard. 

x6. Secrc^t 
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16. SccTCtLov^r or tbeMiuden Queen^ ir 
tragi -comedy, adted at the theatrei-royal, andl. 
prioxed in 410. in 1697^. The fenou^ part of 
the pl^t is founded on the hi&oty- of Cteoba* 
Ufte, queen of Cod nth. 

17. The Rival Ladies> a. cragi-coniedyv 
a£led at the theatre-royal in 1679. It« is de« 
dicatedtQ the earl of Orrery. The dedication. 
is. in the nature of a preface, in defence of £iw 
gUih verfe or rhime. 

18. The Kind i^eeper,. or Mf, LiipberHaBH 
a comedy, adUd at the duke's theatre^ printe<i 
in 410* in 16S0. It is dedicated to John lord 
Vaughan.-^Mr. Langbaine hys, V It Q^ mocii 
cxpoied the keepers about towny that all thd^ 
old letchers were up in afin^ againft it,, afid 
damned it the third nig^t* 

19. The Spaniih Fryar,. or the Doubfe Dif-i 
covery, a trag.i-comedy, aded at the duke's, 
theatre,^ and printed in 16&1. It is dedicated 
to John lord Haughton.^-This is one of Mr. 

f Pryden's beO: plays, and ilill keeps po(reffioi» 
^f the ftage. It is faid that he was afterwards 
lb much concerned for having ridiculed the 
character of the Fryar^ that it impiiired hif 
health. What effe£k bigotry, or the influence- 
of priefls, might have on him, on this occa» 
. £on, we leave others to determine. 

. 2b. Duke of Guife, a tragedy^ a^ed in. 
Ii6^8. It was written by Dryd^n and Lce^ 
and dedicated tq H3xde, earl of Rocheder.— ^ 
This play gave great offence to the Whigs». 

and. 
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4Ad eogag^ feve^ral write» for a«d againfiL 

21. AlhioB ai34 Albanius, an op^ra, peiw 
forme4 ^.t the q^ueen's thesttre in Dorfet- gar- 
des, and pwted in folio, 1685. T^ ^**^ 
^a of it i*,whdly aU^pricaU and intendedi 
to expofe roy lord Shaftfbi^ry and hi$ pytyN 

22. Dqn Sebaftian kiiig of Portugal, a tra^ 

fedy, aded iu i69P>, dedicated tp ti^ie earl q£ 
leiceiler. 

23. King Arthur, or the Brititti Worthy, % 
tragedy, a^ed in 169 1, dedicated to the mai^ 
qais of Hallifax. 

24. Amphytrion,, or the Two Sodas, a co-. 
Siedy, adtedin 1691, dedicated to Sir Levefoo: 

' Gower, taken from Plautus and Moliere. 

25. Cleomencs, the Spartan Hero, a tra-. 
gedy, afted at the - theatre-royal,, and printed 
Ml 4to. in 1692, dedicated to the earl of Ro- 
chefter. Tbete is pre^d to it. the Life of 
Cleomenes, tranflated front Plutarch by Mr^ 
Creech.— This play was prohibited by the lord 
chamberlain ; but, uppn examination, being 
found innocent of any defign to fatijfize the 
government, it was fufFered to be reprefehted^ 
and had great fuccefs. In the preface, the 
author tells us, that a fooliOi obieflion had 
been raifedagainft him by'die^fparksforCIeo-. 
^len^es, not accepting the favours of CafTandra^ 
*f They," fays he, ". would not bave'refuied 
a fair lady. I grant they would not : but let 
Aero grant me,, that they are no heroes." 

.* 26. Lofe 
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26. Love Triutnphanty or Natare will pre- 
vail, a tragi comedy, adled in 1694. It is de- 
dicated to the earl of Shaftfbury, and is the 
laft Mr. Dryden wrote, or intended, for the 
theatre. It met but with indifferent faccefs, 
though, in many parts, the genius of that 
great man breaks out* efpecialiy in the difca- 
very of Alphonfo's fuccefsful love, and in the 
tataflrophey which is extremely affecting. 
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SIR WILLIAM TEMPLE, baronet, 
was defcended from a younger branch of 
the family of the Temples, at Temple- hal), 
HI Leicefierihire. He was grandfon of Sir 
William Temple, fecretary to the unfortunate 
Robert earl of Eflex, and afterwards provoft 
of Dublin college ; and fon of Sir John Tem«- 
ple, m'after of uie rolls in Ireland, by Mary, 
fi^er of the learned Dr. Henry Hammond ; 
being born at London in the year of our Lord 

. From his yoafh he difcovered a curious and 
penetrating genius, and a remarkable thirft 
after knowledge ; which his father happily 
took care to cultivate by .a genteel and Hoeral 
i^ (education. At eight years old he was fent to 
I' fchool atPen(hnrft, in Kent, under the care of 
' bis uncle Dr. Hammond, then rainifler of the 
parifli. From thence, at ten, he went to Mr« 
I Leigh, fchool mafter of Bifhop- Stortford ; and, ' 
I It teventeen, he was plad^d at Emanuel col- 
lege, in Cambridge, under Dr. Ralph Cudn 
worth, author of the Intelledual Syftem. 

In this univerfity hatdiftinguifhed himfelf 
by the improvements he liad ac<}uired in ^vtry 

part 
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part of human learning ; and, befides the 
academic tongues, he made himfelf perfedl 
mailer of the two inoft ufeful "ni6dern lan- 
guages, the French and the Spanifn, So tbat^ 
when he removed' from thence, he had* by 
his parts and his indujry, renderei hirofcif ' 
capable of any public employn>ent. 

At nineteen, he began his travels, into 
France ; and, paffing through the Ifle of 
Wight, where king Charles I, was then pri-. 
fpner in Cariibrook-caMe, helmet there wit& 
iflrs. Dorothy Ofborii, daughter of Sir Petec- 
0(borU( tbeu governor of Guernfey for the 
l(ing, who was going with her brother to-their 
&ther at St. Malo's. 

He made that journey with them ; and ^em 
l)egan an amottf with that young lady, whicb- 
l$tfie4 &ven years^ and then ended iA arh^ppy^ 
marriage. He pafTcd two years in France^,' 
learned a perfe^ acquaintance ^tch their man**, 
ners, and foon after made a toor isto Holland*, 
Flanders, and Gerinany ; in which* he fttrthecr 
polil^ed and improved his natural abilities. 

After his return in 1654^ he married Mrs* 
0(bori^ ; and, during the ufurpatioiH, pafied, 
his time privately with hi& fathai> hi& two. 
brothers, and a lifter^ in Ireland^ The five 
years he lived there, were fpent chicfty in hifc 
dofet i.n improving himfelf m hifiory and phi- 
Ipfophy ; and he refufed all follicitations of 
entering into any public en^ployment till the 
reftoration, when heUfvas chofen member of 
U^ coQventioa in Ireland, a«. he wa^ likewifi^^ 

of 
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ef the fubfequent parliament for the county of 
Carlow ; and, in 1662, was appointed one of 
the commiinoners to be fent from the parlia- 
ment to the king, into whofe favour he was 
introduced by the lord-chancellor Clarendoa 
; ' and the carl of Arlington. 

From this time, during the twenty fucceed- 
ing years, (that is to fay, from the thirty- fe- 
cpnd to tKe fifty-fecopd yeaa* of his age) he 
continued to a£l as a counfellor of flate, with^ 
paiticular hongur and fuccef?; which period, 
he took to be the part of ^a man's life moft 
fit to be dedicated to the ferviQCs of hi& 
prince and country ; the reft being, as he. 
bbfervedy too much t^ken up with ni$ plea* 
fjires or hi§ eafe. 

To give a particular accbunt of his negoci- 
^tioQs a( home Stnd ^broad« wo^ld be». to lay 
open a great p^rt of the hiftpry of that reign ; 
yet fome accovyit'ouglit to b? giyen of his ma- 
nagement in feveral treaties,, ^yhich^have helped 
to iipmortalizp his name ; fome> as at tempo- 
rary advantage ; others, as a laHing blefling 
to thele kingdoms. 

In 1665, he was fent by his majefty to the 
bi(hop of Munfter, in order to conclude a 
treaty, by which that biftiop obliged himfelf^ 
upon receiving a certain furo of money, to en- 
t^r immediately with the king into the war- 
Wi-th Holland ; and,^^ foan after, he received a 
commiflioji to be refident at Bruffels, with a. 
patent for the dignity of..a baronet. But, a^ 
this aifair is fet in the cl^areft light by his own 

inimkable 
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inifliitable pen» we (ball here prelcnt the 
reader with a letter written by Sir Williaitt 
Temple to his father, Sir John, then in Ire- 
land, dated at BrufTela, on the jGxth. of Sep-' 
temberi 1665, 

SIR, 

THOUGH I was forced, by the king** 
command, not only, to leave yoa and my f&- 
mily at very (hort warning, and in a very me- 
lancholy feafon, but without (b much as teliine 
you whither I was fent, yet I would not fau 
making yoa this amends, by giving you an 
account of my journey and negotiations thasi 
far, fo (bon as I thought it might be fit for me 
to do it. 

When my lord Arlington fent for me to 
Sheen,, it .was to let me know, that the king; 
had received an overtcu'e from the biihop of 
Munfter, to enter into an alliance with his. 
majefty againll the Dutch, from whom he pre- 
tended many injuries ; to bring an army into? 
the fie)d, and tall upon them by land, while 
his majefty continued the war by fea : but», 
at the fame tim£, to demand certain Turns of^ 
monev, that would be necelTary to bring him 
into ^he field, and to continue the war : and». 
ffiiat, if his majefty would either treat with the 
baron of Wreden, (who was the miniller he 
fent over in the greatest privacy that could be) 
or fend a minifler of his own to treat with 
bim : he doubted not axi eafy agreement upon 

tkis 
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tills matter, but defired it might be with all 
the fecrecy imaginable. 

My lord Arlington told me, the main arti« 
cles were already agreed on here, and the mo- 
ney adjufted; but» that it was necefTary for 
the king to fend over Come peribo privately to 
finifh the treaty at Munfter, and to fee the 
paymeiits made at Antwerp, where the.biihop 
fee'med to deftre them. 7'hat i muft go, if*! 
undertook it, without train or ,charader, and 
pafs for a Frenchman or a Spaniard in my 
journey; and made me the compliment ^o 
lay, he had been perplexed, three or four days 
tOjg;ether, to think of a perfon that, was not only 
capable of the afiair and of the fecret, but that 
was to be trufted with fnch a fum of money | 
but, that when he had thought of me, and 
propofed me to the king and to my lord ch^* 
cellor,^ they had both approved ir, and I muft 
foddenly refolve upon my anfwer to the pro- 
pofkl he made me : but, whedier I accepted 
It or no, I mud keep it fecret from my neareft 
friends. 

I told him upon the place* I wotld tsrve hit 
majcfty the bed I could in it ; thoueh, being 
a new man, I could not promife mudc^^r my* 
felf ; that there was only one point tcAuld by 
no means digell, which was the buiin^l^ o£ 
the money; having ever been averfe from 
charging myfelf with any body's but my own. 
This made, at iirft, fome difficulty between 
/as i but, at laft, his lordfiiip was content ta 

endeavour 
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Endeavour the engaging ald^rmah Backwel, 
who furniihed it» to go over hiiriielf with it 
into Flanders ; and there, by my order, to 
make the payment to the bilhop's agent ; and 
faid, he believed, at fuch a time of infedlioa 
in London, the alderman might eaiily take an 
dccaiion of fuch a joarney. 

After my inflruftrons were difpatched,' I 
Atnt away in hafte, and with the fecrecy you 
iaw ; and, withoVit more than oAe day's ftop 
at BfuflHs, went ftrkit with the baron of Wre- 
■ dfen to Coefvelt, where the bifhop then was. 
TfttLy'd there btit three days, was bfbught to 
him only "by tiight, agrfced all points with 
him, perfedbed and flgned the tfeaty, and re- 
turned to Antwerp, where the alderman per- 
formed his part, in making the Hrft and great 
paynient to the biftiop's refident there. All 
this has been performed on all fides with fo 
great fecrecy, that the bi(hop has not only re- 
ceived his ^oney, but railed his troops to 
about eighteen thoufand men, without the 
leaft umbrage given, that I- can hear of, to the 
Dutch ; and, by "all the aflurahces I receive 
from him, I cbndude, that, before this letter 
comes 40. your hands, h^ will be in the field ; 
thb'^f^e unexpedled difappointments about 
a g^etial oficer he reckoned upon has a little 
difcompofed the itieafufes he had taken ; and 
]i)ay, I doubt, not a little maim the progre(s 
df ticm : but that will be governed by time 
and accidents ; my bufinefs was to bring him 

into 
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mto'the field, and I hare had the good fortune 
to do it iboner than either they expeded at 
cnart, or the biflK>p had promifed upon our 
figning of (he treaty. 

He is ar man of wit and, which Is more^ 
of fenie; of great ambition, and properly, 
Un Eiprit remnant : but the vigour of his 
body does not exceed that of his mind, b^inc;, 
8s 1 goeis, aboDt fix or feven and fifty years 
pld, and purfued by the goat, which he is 
not like to cure by his manner of life. He 
was a ibldier in his yooth, and feems, in his* 
natorals, rather made for the Sword than the 
Crofs. He has a mortal hatred to the Dutch 
for their fupporting his city of Munfter againft 
him ; and is bridhng thofe citizens by a very 
ilroDg citadel he is building there. He feems 
bold and refolute, and like to go through with 
what be has undertaken, or. break his head is 
the attempt ; and fays he will perform all he 

|. has eneaged, Ficie fincera Sc Germanica, 

I which ]s a word he aifedls. He fpeaks the 
Ofily good Latin that I have yet met with ia 
Germany, and more like a man of court and 
hufinefs than a fcholar. He fays, if he fails in 

; his eiiterprize, and (hould lofe his caa&try, he 
fliall eileem his condition tiot at all thJi^orfe ; 
for, in that cafe, he will go into Italy, and has 
money enough in the bank of Venice to buy a 
tardinaPs cap, which may become him better 
than his general's flaff, though he has a mind 
^ try this fiifl, ar.d make fome noife'in the 
World before he retires. 

i . This 
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Thia is the bed charaAer I can -give of th^ 
bI(hop ; and, for myfelf, I can fay nothing bu( 
what you know ; finding no change at all by 
this Tally into a new fcene of life and bufi- 
nefs as well as climate ; my health, I thank 
God, is the fame; my kindnefs fo too, to my 
friends and to home, only my concernment 
for them in this miferable time among them, 
much greater while I am here than when I 
was with them; which makes me very im- 
patient after every poil that comes in, and yet 
• very apprehenfive of every letter I open. 
The length of this, I doubt, is too much for 
once ; and therefore (hall end with the affu^*^ 
f ances of being, 

SIR, 

Your moil obedient ion] 
and humble fervant, 
W. Temple. 

But one of the mod famous circumllances in 
$it William Temple's life, was his (kilful and 
dexterous bringing about the triple-league be- 
tween England, Holhind, and Sweden, in the 
latter and of the year 1667, fo much to the 
peace of Europe and to the diminution of the 
threatnine power of France. This was ma- 
naged with fo much fecrecy and 'uncommon 
induftry, together with fo much unexpedted 
fuccefs, that the great ftatefman De Wit, too 
much leaning to the French party> could not 
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htlf complimenting him, with Wving the ho* 
nour which neve» any other miniuer had be- 
fore him, of drawing the ftates to a refolution 
and conclofion in five days, upon a matter of 
the greateft importance, and an afliftance of 
the greateft expence they had ever been eS- 
gaged in ; and ail diredlly again ft the nature 
of their conftitation ; which enjoined them to 
have recourfe to their provinces : adding. 
That now it was done, it looked like a mira**- 
cle. 

Upon the conclufion, two letters were writ; 
one from De Witt to the earl of Arlington, and 
the (ecohd from the ftates- general to the king 
of Great-Britain ; of which fome notice ought 
to be t»ken. 

The fbrrater fays, *' As it was impoffible to 
iend a minifter of greater capacity, or more 
proper for the temper or genius of this nation 
riian Sir William Temple ; fo, I believe, no 
other perfon, either will, or can, more equi- 
tably jadge of the difpofi don* wherein he ha< 
found the ftates, to anfwer the good inten* 
tions of the king of Great Britain." 

In the ftates 4etter, they tell the king, 
*^ As it is a thing without example, that, in 
fo few dajs, three fuch important treaties have 
been concluded,* fo, we can fay, That the ad- 
drefs, the vigilance, and the fincerity, of Sir 
WilHam Temple, are alfo without example, 
if your majefty continues to make ufe of fuch 
mtnifters, the knot will grow too faft ever to 
be nntyed." And yet Sir William Temple. 
Vol. Will. D with 
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with no lefs wit than modeHy, gave another 
turn to it ih a letter to Monfieur GoarviUe* 
fayingt J* They will needs have me pafs here 
lor one of great abilities, for having finifhed 
and Hgned, in five days, a treaty of fuch im« 
]>ftrtance to Chriftendom : but I will tell yoa 
the fecret of it ;.To draw things ouM)f their 
centre, requires labour and addrefs to put 
them in motion ; but to make them return 
thither, nature helps fo far, that there needs 
no more than juft to fet them a going/' 

Bat, as this memorable treaty is well known 
to have been the mailer- ftroke of policy of 
that reign, the influence of which has been 
felt in Europe from that time to this, we 
think it wilt not be difagreeable to our readers 
if we preibnt them with 'another letter of Sir 
William Temple's, written to lord Arlington, 
then fecretary of Hate upon that occafion. It 
is dated from the Hague, on thetweaty-iborth 
of January, N. S. 1668 ; ^nd» as it (hews Sir 
William's e>cce11ent talent at literary conipo- 
fitions»*^fo it gives an entertaining and fatisfac- 
tory account of the progrefs and completion 
cf the famous tnpie alliance. 



4. 



My Lord, 

UPON laft Friday, at night, I gave your 
Sordihip the account of what advance I had 
then made in my negotiation, and of the poiDt 
where it was then arrefled, with defires of his 
najefly's pleafure; whereupon having {pent 

(bat: 
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tbat whole day in debates, I had little time' 
left for that tetter, but intended to make fome 
amends for the hade of it, within two days, 
by a difpatch with the yatcht; and, though 
delayed a little longer, will not, I hope, be 
more unwelcome by bringing your lordfhip a 
fuller and final account, which may be allowed 
to furprize you a little there, fmce it is looked 
upon as a miracle here, not only by thofe that 
hear it, but even by the commiflioners them- 
felves, who have had the whole tranfadlion of 
it ; which I (hall now acquaint your lord (hip 
.with. 
. Upon my two firft conferences with Mon- 
ficur de Witt, which were the Tuefday and 
Wednefda/, I found him muclviatisfied with 
lis majeily's refolution concerniK^ Qur neigh- 
bours ; but of the opinion, that tne^nditioa 
of forcing Spain was neceflfary to our com- 
mon end, and to clear the means towards it 
^om all accidents that might arife. For the 
defeniive league he was of his former opinion, 
that it (hould be negotiated betweei^ us ; but 
apon the projed offered his majefly at'Sche- 
velin, by which all matter of commerce might 
be; fb adjufled, as t6 leave no feeds of any new 
quarrels between the nations. 

After two very long conferences upon thefe 
points, we ended with fojne difference upon 
the neceflity of concluding both part's of ray 
projeds at the fame tim'e ; but, for the reft,* 
with great confidence and fati&fa£iion, in one 

D 2 another's 
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another's fincere and frank way of treftdsg 
iloce the iirJl overtures between us. 

The ^rft time 1 faw him, he told me>. I 
^came upon a day he ihould always efteeoi 
very happy » both in refpedt of his majefty's 
refolutions, which I brought, and oTthofe the 
Hates had taken, about the difpofal of the 
'Chief commands in their army, by makin^r 
j)rince Maurice and Monfieur Wurtz camp- 
'ina(lers-g«neral, and the prince of Tarante 
and Rh in grave generals of the horfe, each to 
command in the Jabf&nce of the other. He 
t6ld me all the detail of that difpoficion, bat 
the reft I remember not v/el\. ^I laid hold on 
this occaiion, as indeed I thought was necef^ 
^ary, to fay what his majefty gave me ordtit 
concerning the prince ^f Orange ; which he 
took yery well, and faid, was very obrligtng 
to the dates ; that, for his own part, he never 
failed to fee the prince once or twice a week, 
and grew to have a particular aiFeflion for him$ 
and would tell me plainly, that the ilates de- 
figned the captain-general (hip of all the forces 
for him, fo foon as by his age he grew capable 
■of it. N i 

The next day was my audience, whick 
'paffed with all the refped that could be giveiEi 
bis majefly's chara£ler»; and the next morning 
began my conference with the eight coannif-> 
fioners af fccret affairs. I cxpofed my pow* 
;ers, and faw theirs ; in purfuit whereof I of^ 
%sed them the prqje6t of the defenfive le^ue 
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fts that which was to be the foundation of all! 
farther negotiations, and without which, per« 
baps, neither of us (hould be very forward to 
(peak our minds with confidence and freedom,. 
in what concerned our neighbours, being 
likely therein to fhock fo many great pow- 
ers abroad. I told them, for the reft, his ma- 
jefty having refolved, as far as he could in ho- 
nour, to comply with the fenfe of the dates, in. ., 
the offices of mediation "between the two 
crowns ; I was firft to expe^ from them the 
knowledge of the ftates resolution,, in c^fe they 
wer^ already agreed. 

I t^ok this courfe in my firft propofals, be* 
caufe I found here that the provinces were not. 
yet reiblved upon theirs, five of them only. 
Maving, fallen upon that of Monfieur dc Witt;. 
but Zealand being of opinion to agree with 
Erance for dividing Flanders ; and Utrecht for 
iufFering France only to retain the laH year's . 
cpnqueft, by way of compromis, till their 
pretenfioiis were adjudged before competent 
ajrbiters, to be agreed by the two crowns, or 
by the joint mediators: and I was in hopes, 
that, knowi\ig his majefly*s refolutions to join. 
with them> before they were agreed, among 
them(]blves, it rilight produce, fome counfels ^ 
a^ong them. a little more favourable p Fian- 
ders, and confequently more honourable to his 
majefty. . * 

After my propofak, Mdnfieur de Witt was, , 
by the r«ft,.or,tliQ cpmrniflioners, defired to. 
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fpeak for them all in the conduct of our con- 
ferences; who, after a preamble of the ufaal. 
forms and compliments, upon his majedy's 
happy dlfpolitions to enter into a nearer alli- 
ance with the ftates upon the mentioned points^ 

~ declared the fame refolution in the ilates, and 
allowing our confidence by a defenfive league^ 
for the bafis of the reil, fald, The ftates were 
very willing, de faire infufer les claufe$ pouir 
la fourete commune dans les articles de la me- 
diation ; and was large upon this argument. 
That the lail being of very prelEngvhafte, as 
well as neceffity, and they having already or- 
der from their provinces to proceed upon it, 

. they could not have the fame powers upon th« ~ 

" iefeniive, being a new matter, under fix weeks 
or two months time ; but, as fbon as they re- 
ceived them, would proceed to give their am- 
biffador in England powers to fall upon that 
-treaty; which muft, for a bafis, have, at the 
fame tlme» an adjuftment of matters of com- 
merce for his forementioned rcafons. 

I thought 6t CO cut this matter (hort, and 
told them direfllyr.I had no orders to proceed 
upon any other points, but in coniequence or 
conjundlion of the defeniive league ! in which 
I thought his majefty had all the reafon that 
could be, both becaufe he would not venture a 
war*8 ending in Flanders to begin upon Eng- 

. land ; and, on the other fide, knew the ftates, 
whofe danger was nearer, would never be ca- 
pable of taking any vigorous refolutions in 

their 
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their ceighboars afFairs, till they were fecure 
at home by his majefty's defence. 

That his majedy thought themoft generous 
and friendly advance that could be, was made 
en his fide by his propofition, being himfelf 
(6 much more out of danger than they were, 
and fo much courted to a conjundion with 
France to th(.ir prejudice, as well as that of 
Flanders ; that they had not made a difficulty 
of fuch alliances with princes, who had lately 
defmelees with them as well as his majefty ; 
and that, God be thanked, his majefty was 
not in condition to have fuch an offer refufed 
by any prince or ftate of Chriftendom. 

Thefe were the fam of our diicourfes, tho* 
Ycry long, and fuch as occafioned the cora- 
miflioners to withdraw thrice and confalt to- 
gether, though nothing was rcfoh-ed, but that 
Monfieur de Witt and Monfievu Ifbrant (hould 
fpend the afternoon with me at my lodging, 
to endeavour the adjufting of circumftanccs 
between us, fince we feemed to agree in fub* 
dance. 

That conference ended, as I i^ave your lord- 
fhip notice that evening, opon the point, that, 
inrtead of the province Schevdin, or any new 
adjuftment concerning marine affairs ; the 
dates would proceed upon his majeffy's projett 
of a defenfive league, provided the provifional 
articles in the Breda treaty might be inferted 
and perpetuated in this; and thereupon we 
fhould expedl his majefty's anfwer to what fe. 
fhould write that night. 

D 4 The 
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The next being Saturday morning, f de- 
lired another conference with my two coaimif- 
fiopers, bat could not have it till the afternoonv 
they beiog to report that morning to the flates 
what had pafTed the evening before. At our 
meeting afiei' noon, they told me their commu- 
nication of all to the llates, and their lord- 
Aips refolutions upon them, that it was necef- 
fary the aj tides provifional (hould be inferted 
in the treaty, fo as I began to doubt a Hop 
of all till his majeRy*s anfwer, which fubje^ed 
all to uncertainties : 1 knew the French am- 
KaiTador was grown jnto very ill humour upon 
my arrival, and fallen into complaint;^ and ex*- 
podulation with fevera! of the flates ; and the 
more becaufe he could not fee Mon/ieur da 
Witt from my coining over till that time,, 
though he had often prefTed it, and bad aa 
hour given him the ne^t day, Monfieur de 
Witt having promifed to fee him as he went to 
church after noon. 

Upon this I knew likewife he had difpatched 
a couriier to Paris, which I thought would 
make no delay, and therefore refolved to fall 
upon all the indances and expedients I could 
to draw up a fudden conclufion. I told them 
I deiired it extremely, before I could hear 
again out of England, becauie I had left Mon- 
fieur Ruvigny very bufy at my coming away, 
«nd not anbefriended; that 1 feared the fame 
artifices of France to difiurb us here; and 
perhaps Monfieur d*£(lrades might, at his 
oext meeting, endeavour ta Lifufs fome jea. 

louiies 
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l6uiies into them, by the relation of what had . 
p^/Ted between your lord (hip and Moniieur 
Ruvigny, three or four days after the date of 
xay Hrll in(lrti£lions ; upon which I told theoi 
frankly (as his majefty gave me leave^ what ' 
had paiTed in that affair. . 

Monfieur de Witt aiked me whether I could 
(hew him the paper drawn up between you ; 
and knowing I had it noti deiiring earneflly 
I. would procure it him, aiTuring me no u(e 
ibould be made of it but by jomt cdnfent ; 
but faying, nothing would ferve fo far to juj^. 
tify them, in cafe of a breach growing necealw 
&ry between them and France, I promifed to 
write to your lorddiip about it; which I defire 
you will pleaie to take notice of. 

I told Monfieur de Witt what confidence I 
]iad given his majefly of his fmcere proceed- 
ings, and how I had been fupported by your 
lord (hip in thofe fuggedions, againfl the opi- 
nion of fome other great, men : what advaa*. > 
tage tbefe would take, if they faw our whole 
n^Qtiation was flopped upon a .^hing that 
looked like a chicanery ; Anoe :articles provi- 
fional till new agreements, were# in .effied as . 
ftrong as perpetual, which might itfelf be 
changed by new agreements : that this would:. 
be efleem.ed an artifice of his^ efpecially fince 
te bal declared, upon my- afking him, that 
it was his own' opinion, (and that Jie alfo 
would tell the flates fo if they demanded it) 
not to conclude without infertion of thofe ar- 
tid^^> which yet he could not deny to be of 

D. 5 . prefer-tc 
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prcfent force ; for that they allowed ; but 
feemed to doubt, that, referring in the treaty 
of Breda to a new treaty, they wouhd be inva- 
lidated if a new treaty Ihould pafa without 
their confirmation. 

1 found Monfieur Ifbrant was content with 
my reafons, and faid he would undertake bis 
province fhould be fo ; but Monfieur de Witt 
faid, Holland and Zealand would not. I 
told them, at lafl, that I was fure the ftates 
would not think fit to lofe the efFed of the 
league propofed upon fuch a point as this ; 
i|fl|d that they intended only to have the advan- 
rage of feeing his majefty's refolution, in an- 
fwer to my letter before they concluded, with 
refolucions, however, that this (hould not hin- 
der at lafl, that Tforefaw many things might 
arife in ten day's time, to break all our good 
intentions; and fome more than I had told 
them, or could at prefent ;. that, if they knew 
me, and how far I was to be tru(!ed where I 
gave my word, I would propofe an expedient 
to them ; but being fo new among themi^ I 
thought it was to no purpofe:-— there I paufed. 
They defired 1 would propofe however,^ and Co 
I did ; which was, that we (hould proceed to 
draw up the whole projedl, and fign as foon 
as was poiftble ; and that, in cafe I afterwards 
received his majefty's leave, in anfwer of my 
Friday's letter, to infert thofe provifionftl artt- 
clesy I would freely declare it to them, and 
infert them in a feparate artic]e> to be a part 
of the dtfenfive league. They both looked a 

while 
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'While one upon another^ and, after a paufe^ 
Monfieur de Witc gave me his hand ; aivd? af- 
ter a compliment upon the confidence he had 
taken in ray face, and in the reft of my deal- 
ing fince oar firfl commerce, told me, that, if 
I would promise them what I bad faid, en 
homme de bien, they would afk no farther af- 
fu ranee of me ; and, provided thex treaty of 
Breda might be confirmed in the preamble of 
this, to take away all fcruples of thofe articles 
being of lefs force than they were before ; for 
his part, though he could promife nothing 
what the flates would refolve, yet he woulj . 
promife that he and Monfieur Jfbrant would 
afe-their utmoft endeavours, to induce them 
to proceed upon my propofition; and fo we 
fell immediately to cHgeft our proje^b of the 
whole treaty ; for I>made no difficulty of the 
confirmation propofed> knowing that new. trea- 
lieft ufe to begin by confirmation of the old. 

I am the larger in this relation, that his ma- 
jelly may know upon what reafbns I engaged 
my word to them in this point ; and there- 
upon may give me leave, without more cir- 
cumftancesy to be true to it, in cafe his ma« 
jefty'^ pleafure in the point be difpatched awajr 
to me, upon the receipt of my former letter. 

After this difficulty was well evaded, wo 
found none but in this exprcffion, " In cafe 
our perfiiafions to Spain (hould not prevail, 
and we (hould come a la force & a la con« 
ftrainte^'* which I moderated at firfl by the 

D d words^ 
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words, << aux rooyens plus efiicaccs," for \ve^ 
drew it up in French. The other additions,. 
or enlargements, I dare prefunie, hi^ m^/s&y 
will not be diipleafed with, no more than thai 
jirticle about Portugal, though I had no in- 
firufiion in it. If J have failed in enlarging 
upon very ihort and hafty inHrudions, I moil 
liumbly beg his inajedy's pardon, becaufe L 
am fure I kept myfelf as cloie as was pofTible 
to what I apprehended to be his majefty's ienie 
vpon the whole and every part. 

That evening, being Saturdays, or rather 
that night and Sunday morning,, we agreed 
upon the proje^ in French, and gave order 
for the tranilating of it into Latin ; which 
was done, and perufed by me, and agreed to^ 
between- twelve and one that night, and en- 
groiied by eleven hext morning,, being Mon-*^ 
day ; and, at a' meeting with the commilhoQ- 
ers^ it jointly was figned and fealed, and mu^i 
taally delivered between two and three that af- 
ternoon, jSi^her that our. time wa^ fpent ia. 
comparing the inllruments, and adjuHing the 
fums cooaputed as tKe value of the feveral, 
aids. 

After fealing, we all embraced with much. 
kindnefs and applaufe'of my faying upon th^t 
rccaiion, A Breda comme amis,,j<:y>c0Qi;ne 
heics ; and Monfieur de Witt made me a moil, 
obliging compliment, of having the honour., 
which never any other minito had before 
me, of drawing the flates to a refplotion a|id 
CPAclttfion within fiv^ d^ys^ . upon a matter of 
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tk^ greateft imp<»rtaB£e> and a Secoars of the • 
greateft expence tbcy had ever:f ngaged in ; and , 
all diredly agaioft the natace of their conftitu- 
tions. ^iuch enjoined them recoarfe to their 
j^vitices oi^pon all fiich occafions, and ofed to 
draw out all common deliberations to months . 
delays ;.and added upon it, That now it was 
4oBe, it looked like a miracle. . 

I muil add three words to do him right jn . 
xrturn of his compliment, that I found him as . 
j^lain, as dired, and fqo^re in the courfe of 
this bofinefsy as any. man could be; thought 
often ftiff.in points where he thought any ul- . 
vantage could accrue to his country ; and 
have all the reafim in the world to be fatisfied 
With .him,; and for his indufby, no man had 
everxnore. . I am fore, for thefe hve days at ., 
kafty neither of us fpent many idle hours^ . 
either day or night. . 

After the conclafion, I rec^ved yefterday 
the viiits of alj the public minifters in town. . 
esEcept . the ambaiTadors^ between whom and . 
envoys ejctraordinary. fome difficulties were • 
acifen . (they fay, here firft begun by Sir George 
Powning) which have in a manner fpoiled all ^ 
commerce. 

None of the other failed to rej(Mce with nie 
«pon the concluilon of my bufinefs, and to 
^xprefs their adoring his inaje%'s refolutions, . 
which, in. this conjuncture, they fay, , have 
given new life to all the courts of Chriften- 
Smd, whofe councils were befcM'e in the greateft ' 

p^lexidesvand 4ifo<krs thateoald be. 

They 
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They fay his majeily will have the fole honour 
of giving either peace to Chriflendom or a 
balance to the wars ; and has (hewn, that all 
mud follow what he gives a head to* Much 
more of this kind I hear from all hands, and 
have no reafoii to doubt their meaning what 
they fay. 

Thus far I have given your lordihip the 
fmooth fide only of this concloiion, and now 
you muil receive the rough ; for having con* 
certed with the commiffioners, that Monfieur 
de Witt and I (hould give part of oar treaty 
(all but the feparate acticles) to the French 
and Spanifh ambaifadors. The. firil we per- 
formed this afternoon, the laft we intend iO'^ 
morrow morning^^ , 

The French ambaf&der had been mach for* 
prized with our conclufion ; for, upon our firft> 
conference with the commiifioners, he had 
iaid, ** Tout cela s'en ira en fumee, & que le 
roy fon maitre s'eur mocqueroit." The day 
before our iigning, being- toid we advanced 
very fail, he replied, ** Et bicn, d*]cy a iix 
iemaines nous en parlerons ;'' relying upon the 
forms of the date to run the circuit of their 
towns. 

Upon our giving him part of the whole 
bufinefs, he replied coldly, that he doubted 
we had not taken a right way to oar end ; 
that the fourth article of the fecond inflru- 
ment was not in terms very proper- to be di* 
gelied by a kine of twenty* nine years old, 
and at the head of eighty thoafand men: 

that 
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that, if we hfad joined both to deiire his mailer 
to prolong the offer he had made of a cefTation 
of arms till we propofe ; and, withal, not to 
move his arms farther in Flanders, tho' Spain 
fhoold refufe, we might hope to fucceed : 
but, if we thought to prefcribe him laws, and 
force him to compliance, by leagues between 
ourfelves, or with Spain, though Sweden and 
the German princes fhould join with us, he 
knew his matter Ne flecheroit pas, and that 
it would come to a wsir of forty years. From 
this he fell warmly on the proceedings of the 
ftates ; faying, they knew his mailer's celblu- 
tions upon thofe two points, neither to pro- 
long the cefTation propofed beyond the end of 
March, nor to de&£t the purfuit of his coa- 
qaefta with his own arms, in cafe Spain con- 
fented not to his demands within that term. 
He faid, his majefly, not being their ally, 
might treat and conclude what he pleafed, 
without their olFence ; but for the flates, who 
were their neareft ally, to conclude fo much 
to bis mailer's difrefpedl at leail, and without 
communicating with him, the ambaflador, at 
all during the whole treaty, he mufl leave it 
to his maher to interpret as he thought fit.— 
Monfieur de Witt defended their caufe,. and 
Ottr intentions, with great phlegm,, but great 
fieddinefs ; and told me, after he was gone, 
that this was the leafl we couM expeA at fird 
from a Frenchman; and that I fhould do well, 
however, to give his majefly an account of it 
fey the 6r&, Ulat we put oucfelves early in po. 

flure 



%^ RRITISH PLiUTARCH/. 

fture tQ make good what we have. faid ; and,', 
tkat> as to tbe time and degree of our arming, , 
ht wouW confult with the ftatesi and let mq • 
know their thoughts, to be communicated to < 
his majedy upon thia occafion. . 

I was in hopes todifpatch this awaysto-mor- . 
row nu)rning, but I (hall be hindered till ; 
night, by the delay of figning of a feparatQ 
article with the count de Dona, whereby place 
is referved for Swedisn to enter as a principal , 
into this treaty j for I have gone along in th^ • 
whole bufinefs fince my coming over, with « 
pprfedl confidence ^and concert with the count 
de Dona, irpon his afTuring me, his order^s 
were to conform him felf tahis majefty's refo- 
Intion in what concerns the two crowns, tho^ 

. before he abfolutely engages, he experts from . 
the Spaniards, by our mterceffion, fome fup- 
pjics for payment of his troops, and -fome other '• 
adjuftments with the emperor, which will be - 
treated between the feveral minillers at London . 
under his majelly's influ^nc^. 

In what. I (hall fign upon this occaHoni . 
together with the dates, I confefs to your: 
lord&ip to go beyond my inflrudlions ; btxt 
apprehending it to be wholly agreeable to his ^ 
majefty's intentions, and extremely advan- 
tageous to the common ends and affairs, 1 4 

., venture upon this excefs, and humbly beg his^ . 
snajeily's pardon if I fail. 

Your lordihip will be troubled wiUl (bme • 
^pftfcript to-mprrow before I .difpatrfi ajR ex« 

preii.- 
a. 
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piels with the copies to be ratified by hi3 mar 
jefty within a month, though I hope a leis 
time will be taken, thofe of Holland having 
undertaken theirs on fifteen days. 

' lam, &c» 



After this,, in the fucc.eeding fummer, in, 
the year 1668, Sir William Temple returned. 
to Bruffels, with a view tp prevail with the 
Spaniards to confent to a peace with France,, 
which was afterwards treated at Aix la Cha- 
pelk^ whither he was fent ambaCCadoi' extra* 
ordinary and mediator; and with his coilegn^ 
Sir Leoline Jenkins, ^fter many diffigalties.. 
and delays, at laA brought it to a happy con- 
clafion. 

Soon after, he was fent ambafladof-extraoB« 
dinary to the ftates- general, with intftrudions. 
to confirm the triple-alliance, and follicit the- 
emperor and German' princes, by their mini- 
fLers, to enter into it : but the meafures of the 
Bnglifh court being changed, in September,, 
1 669, he received orders to haften oyer into. 
England, where he met at firft with a very 
cool reception, and was prefTed to return to 
the Hague, and make way for a war with Hol- 
Jand i with which, lefs than two years before, 
he had been fo much applauded for hs^ring 
made lo i]bri£l an alliance : but he excufed 
jumfdf from having any {hare in it, and re- ' 
tired to his houie at Shene, near Richmond, 
ill Surrj^ : and, in this interval of his leifure^ 

^lid.^ 
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and retreat, wrote his Obfervations on t^e 
United Provinces, and one part of his Mifcef- 
lanies. 

About the end of the fummer 1673, the 
king, growing weary of the fecond Dutch 
war, refolved to fend Sir William Temple to 
Holland to conclude a peace ; but powers 
having been fent at this time from thence to 
the marquis de Frefne, the Spaniih ambai9k« 
dor at London, Sir William Temple was or- 
dered to treat with him, and in three days 
concluded the whole affair. 

As a reward for this fervice, he was offered 
the embafly into Spain ; which, for want of 
his father's conient, who was then old and in- 
&rm^ he.refufed; a& he did foos after the 
place of fecretary of flate, for want of &x. 
thoufand pounds, which he was to lay down 
for ir, and could not fpare. 

In June, 1674, he was again fent ambailk- 
dor to the Hague, and was afterwards one of 
the ambafladors and mediators in the treaty of 
Nimeguen. h was during his refidence in 
Holland at this time, that he was the great 
inftrument in fecuring the religion and liberty 
of his country, by bringing about a marriage 
between the prince of Orange,^ afterwards 
William III. of glorious memory, and the 
lady Mary, daughter to James duke of York, 
and niece to his majefty king Charles II. 

This grand affair was concerted by Sir Wil- 
liam Temple and the friends of the protellant 
religion, and was brought to maturity chiefly 

by 
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by his dexterity in the year 1677, contrary to 
the will of her royal highncfs's father, and not 
very much to the inclination of the king her 
uncle. In the latter part of this tranfadtion 
indeed he n^ade nfe of the affiftance x>f the 
lord-treafurer Daiiby ; fince the dukeof Leedf^ 
\Vho thought the affair of that happinefs and 
importance to the public, that, afterwards, in 
print, he declared, That he would not fuffer 
that part of his fervice to be buried in obli- 
vion : yet, that Sir William Temple was, as 
we have already faid, the chief agent in thi» 
2n<!rmentous occurrence, the following letters 
will evince ; which, as matter containing 
ibme thing carious in itfelf, Wc fhall prefent to 
the reader without any further preface or ap^** 
logy. 

To the King. 

Hague, April 23, S.N, 1676, 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

THE day before the prince of Orange left 
this place, I attended him at Hcunflerdyke, 
upon his own appointment ; and telling me 
fcvcial limes. That he had fomething to fay 
^to me before he went into the field, and de» 
fired it might be there, ard at feme liefure. 
When we were alone in the gaidcn, he waV 

pleafcd 



68 BRITISH PLUTARCH; 

pleafcd to tell me, I would cafily belieVe the 
in fiances of the iiates, and of his friehdit, at 
ivell as the condition of hh family, mufi needa 
have put him often upon the thoughts of mar" 
rying ; but he had been flill in hopes, tiiat. 
^he conclufion of a peace would have made 
way for it fooner than he now thought it wa»^ 
like to do ; for, at prefent^ he did not fee 
when or how that could be brought about, ntk- 
kfs yoiu- nxajeily would refolvc upon fiich con* 
ditions as you fhould think &t to harveit upoo; 
and fb propole tkem t<S the parties, who were 
>etherwiie too diilai>t in their pjretenfions 6>- 
, agree eafily themfelvcs^ That, upon th]« 
profpedt, he begaa to think, his marriage 
could not longer attend upon the motions of 
the peace* which might be very (low and ua^ 
'certain ; and thereforje he would tell me, 
freely, That he was refblved, in cafe he re- 
turned from this cajnpaign^ to negleft no time,, 
Qr paces, that could be made in the purfuit of 
it, That, for the perfon, I might be fure his, 
inclinations would lead him into England,, 
though he did not know what difpofitipns he 
ihould m?et with there ; and, while the war,- 
laded, it might, on this fide, admit of much; 
xeBedllon both from this (late and their allies. 
That, however, he would not go into the 
ield without writing to your; majcfty and to. 
the duke of what he had fo mbch at heart ; . 
and begging the permiffion, that, immediately 
after the campaign ended, he might go over 
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into England. That he thought this would 
be jieceSary, both thj^t he might m^ke his 
^wn pacfuk himfdf, in an affair that k> nearly 
concerned him ; and that, by aiking leave fo 
early, no time might be loft upon that occa- 
fidn whi5n the campaign was oiver. That he 
had reafon to de(ire this- affair might, at pre«; 
fent,be managed with all the fecrefy that could 
ibc ; and therefore was refolved to put the let-, 
ters concerning it into my hands; and defired 
my wife might deliver them both to your ma- 
jcfty and his royal highnefs, and faid that he 
would take care 'to fend them to me before he 
went. 

This was die fum of his highnefs's difeourfi 
to me when I took leave of him ; and his let- 
ters both for your majefty and the duke being 
fymc days after cpme to my hands, I thought 
it roy duty to fend tKem, according to the 
4ire6lions I received from the -prince ; and 
iball4eave your majefty to know the reft froni 
his awn hand, though I think I have not. mif- 
^ken any thing of what he (aid to me upoa 
this occafion. I fliall riot ferther encreaie 
your majefty's prafertt trouble, than by the 
humble profcflions of that perfed devotioa 
therewith I am, and fh^ll be ever, 

S 1 R, 

Your Majetty's, &Ct 



To 
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To the Duke of York- 
Hague, April 23. S. N. 1676. 

May it plcafe your Highnefs^ 

WHEN I took leave of the prince of 
Orange, at liis goin^ to the army, he was 
pleafed to tell me the refolutions he had taken 
of writing to your highnefs, upon an occafion 
he had io much at heart; and that he would > 
io It before he went into the field. He faid, 
He was refolved to apply hiinfelf direftly to 
your highnefs in all that concerned it; and to 
beg your intercelfion with his majefty, that he 
Blight have leave to go over into England im- 
mediately after the campaign"ended. That he 
would write to his majefty at the fame time to 
beg his permiflion. And, becaufe be had rea- 
fon to defire, that whatever paces he made at 
prefcnt, in this point, might be fecret, he 
was refolved to put his letters into my hands ; 
anddefired that my wife, upon her going over, 
mio^ht herfelf deliver them both to his ma- 
jefty and your royal highnefs; 1 thought it 
giy duty to obferve thefe dire^ions ; and bav- ' 
ing, by the fame hand, given his majefty an 
account of the riianner, iind cir cumftance, with 
which the prince was pleafed to enter into 
tfaefe difcourfesy I ihall not prefume to trouble 

your 
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yoor bighnefs with the bare repeution of them» 
nor with any thing more, at preient, than the 
humble profedions of the devotion and truth ' 
wherewith I am always, 

SIR, 

Your Highne&'s, ^c. 

To Sir John Temple. 

London, November—, 167 7. 
S I R, 

THO' I do not trouble you often with 
public news or baiinefs, yet 1 am ienfible of 
having too much negle^ed it of late, conii- 
derihg what has paSed ; which I know you 
will be more pleated with than any you have 
been entertained with a great while : for I re-? 
member how often, and how much, you have 
defired to fee the prince of Orange married 
here ; not only from your good wiihes to him, 
but from your apprehenfions of fome greater 
matches that might befall us, and with conse- 
quences ill enough to poflerity as well as to 
^e prefent age. i am in a good deal of haile 
at this prefent time, and therefore fhall fum 
«P A gfc^( ^^^^ i^ a^ little room. 

The prince of Orange came to the king at 
Newmarket, where he was mighty well re- 
ceived both of king and duke. I made the 
acquacntance there between the prince and my 

lord- 
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lord-treafurer ; smd in focfa a manner as^ 
though they were not at all known befo/e tsr 
one another, y«t they fell very foon into con- 
■fidence. . ,. 

The pru)ce faid not a word to any of them 
of any thoughts of a wife while they flayed 
at NeWraarket ; and told me, No confidera* 
tions fhould move him in that affair till he 
had feen the lady. The day after he faw her 
here he moved it to the king and dnke ; and, 
■chough l^e did it with fo good a grace that it 
'was very well received, yet, in four or five 
-days treety, improved to be intangled in foch 
difficulties, that the prince fent for me one 
xiigbt, and uttering his wlroie heait, told me. 
He was fefolved to give it ov^r, repenting 
him from the heart of his journey, and would 
-be gone within two days,, and troft God Al-' 
jsfghty with what would follow ; and U> went 
to-. bed the moft melancholy that ever. I iW 
him in my life. Yet, before eleven o'ckKfe 
the next morning, the king fent me to him, 
to let him know. He was refolved on the 
match, and that it (hould be done immediately, 
and in the prince's own way. 

Thus far what had paiTed went no farther 
than the kiiig, the duke, the prince, the 
Iprd-treafurer, and me; but that afternoon it 
was declared at the foreign committee, and 
Ijext day at council ; you will eafily imagine 
with what general joy. I cannot but tell yoo. 
That no man feems to lay it to heart {o much 
as my lord Arlington, having had ao port.in 
. . it; 
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it ; whidi he could not but take notice of t6 
the prince ; who told me, His compliment to 
him upon it was, That fome things, though 
they were good in themlclves, yet Were fpbiled 
by the manner of doing them ; but this was 
in itfelf fo good, that the manner of doing it 

could not fpoil it. 1 am told, he lays it 

upon me, and will never forgive me ; which 
I maft bear as well as I can : but yet, becaufs 
you know how we have formerly lived, I will 
tell y&tr, That it was not only impoFible my 
lord-tre^furer and he Ihould concur in one 
thing, but he had likewife loll all the prince's 
confidence and opinion, fince his laft journey 
into Holland. Befides, fof^ my own part, I 
found, thefe two years paft, he could not beat 
my Being fowell neither with the prince or 
with the trcafurer; but endeavoured, by Sir 
Gabriel Sylvius, to break the firft, by fteps 
which the prince acquainted me with ; nor 
could he hold reproaching me with th€ laft 
whenever I went to him; though lie himfelf 
had'firll advifed me to apply m^Jelf to my 
lord-lreafurer all I could, upon rny Jail em- 
bafly into Holland ; and though I had ever 
^nce told them both, I would live well with 
them both, let them live as ill as they would 
one with anorfier ; and my lord treafurcr had 
been fo reafonable as to be contented with 
it. 

Since the marriage, the king and the prince 
have fallen into the buiinefs abroad, and agreed 
upon the terms of a peace, which, the king 

VoL.VUL E wi>l 
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will olFer to France, and fuch as they both con- 
clude will fecure Flanders. They both agree, that 
I mull of necelTity go to Paris immediately 
upon this errand, and bring a poiitive anfwer 
from' that court within a time prefixed, I 
never undertook «'my journey more unwillingly^ 
knowing in what opinion I (land aj ready at 
that court ; how deeply they refent the prince's 
match without their communication, or the 
leaH word to their ambalTador here ; and with 
liow little reafon I can hope to be the welcomer 
for this errand. But the king will abfolutely 
liave it; and fo I have made ail my fraall pre- 
parations, and think to be gone within two 
days ; which is all at prefent, but to alk your 
l)le£ing, and aiTure you of my being, 

SIR, 
'* Your, A^. 



To the Prince of Orange. 

London, Decembers. 1677. 

May it pleafe your Highnefs, 

I Should, by laft poll, have rejoiced witk 
your highnefs upon the news of you/ happy ar-> 
lival, and upon the relblutions that have been 
taken here fince you went,in thofeafikirs wherein 
your highnefs is (b deeply concerned ; but 
tiuLt my lord^treaTurer's letter to yoo opcMi 

this 
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tius fubjedl, was fo long and fo particular, that 
nothing could be added to it for your high- 
nefs's inforinatioji or fatisfadioii : and there- 
fore I refolved not to trouble you with the 
fame thing by that poft, and from fo much 4 
worfe hand. I fuppofe my lord-ambaiTador 
Hyde will have (hewed your highnefs his in- 
flrudionsy and Mr. fecretary's letter upon that 
occafion ; which agreeing (b fully with what 
my lord-treafurer writ, mufi have left you in no * ' 
doubt of thofe refolutions being taken here: 
and yet I thought your highnefs would not be 
difpleafed to know from me, that I am of 
opinion they are fo ; and, which is more, that 
the duke will go up to as great a height m 
them as any man, in cafe France gives them 
the occafion, by their anfwer to what Mr* 
Mountague goes away with to day ; and tha^ 
his highnefs will abiblut^ly conclude from 
thence, what their good intentions are or have 
been to the king. 

Though I have this fecond time excufed 
znylelf from attending upon your highnefs, and 
thereby devolved his majelly s commands upoa 
Mr. Hyde once more, yet, I hope, your high** 
iiefs wiil pardon me, fince I have only refervcd 
znyfelf for the next occafion, which, I expeA, 
will be of more moment, and within a very 
little tjme. For the prefent, I only defire 
your highnefs will pleale to give your anfwer 
to what Mr. Hyde carries you, in fuch manner 
as may be fully to his majeHy's fatisfa£tion ; 
and if you (hould fcruple the doing it to any 

£ z oth«r 
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other hand, that you would, at 4eaft, do It 
.in a private letter to his majefty's own, whith 
»in?y not go farther than to ihofe hands by 
vwhich all your highnefs's concerns have been 
(hitherto tranfafted. 

' I hope your highnefs will think to write 
^particularly to the duke, as well as the king, 
>in acknowledgment and applaufe of thcfe late 
»refolutions; and my lord-treafurer will de- 
•ferve it too by tbe great part he has had in 
jthem. 

I alk your highnefs's pardon for the length 
-;and confidence of this Ittier, and yourjuftice 
iin believing me ever what I ftiall ever be, with 
«a perfed devotion, 

,S I R, 

Your Highneib*s, &€• 



.After liaviiTg perforined all thefe fervices to 
4he crown and kingdom, in the year i679> 
hir William Temple was again follicited to 
enter upon the office of fecretary of ftate, but 
he declined it upon account of the oncertaia 
iituation of affairs; at the fame time advifing 
the king to form a new council, of which 
he was appointed one ; though afterwards, 
upon the change of meafures at court, and the 
ifreetiom with which he delivered his opin-on, 
isis name was (Iruck out of the coanciU 
ibook. 

This 
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This gave him occafion'tafend tHe^l»ftg^ 
word. That he would live the reft of his life 
a& good 2c fubjefl as any in his kifigdoms, but 
never meddle again with public aSairs : — A 
refohition which he inviolably' marntained, 
fpendiiig the remainder of his days at Moor- 
Park, near Farnham» in Surry, without having 
the leaft previous knowledge of the prince of 
OrjHige's expedition to England in 1688; and 
refafing the earnell foUicatiocs of that prince, 
when he was advanced to the throne, to engage 
him in his fervice, and to be Secretary of 
Hate, though he was^oftcn confultcd by him ia 
his mod fecret and important affairs. Indeed 
it is a common thing for men, who live in the 
fplendor and hurry of courts, fometimes to 
wiih for a retreat, where they may relieve 
themfelves after the fatigue of (late and bufi- 
nefs ; yet they.feldom do retire but when they 
know not how to ftay any longer : fo that the 
contempt of a court is, in many men, but a 
contrivance of felf-love to ale viate the morti- 
£cation of being, excluded by undervaluing 
gteatneis and tho(e that are in power. On thcr 
other handy nothing is more dif&culc, to the 
generality of men, who have enjoyed the pomp 
and pleafares of a court, than *to fi niOi the 
remainder of their lives in privacy and retire- 
ment ; for few perfons have io rich i, fund in 
themielvesy as to fapply and fill op the great 
chafins which the want of public buiinefs and 
diverfioD leaves on their minds: but Sir WUt<- 

E 3 liam- 
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^iam TcfDple had the happmeG to efcape bdth 
thefe inconveniencies ; and, as his retiring 
from buiinefs was in all appearance voluntary » 
fo his <:ontempt of gre^tnefs and fplendor was 
the refult of a thorough knowledge of the emp- 
linefs and vanity of ihofe glaring objeils. He 
was fenfible, that there was little in a court 
but a perpetual exchange of falfe friend(hip» . 
pretended honefty, feeming confidence, and 
defi^fting gratitude : fo that thofe, who, as 
i^ir Wijliani, aded upon a iincere bottom, and 
gave realities inftead of ihcws, profeiTed them- 
^ Selves as great bubbles as fuch as gave good 
* imoney when counterfeit coin palled ror current 
payment. 

He had, by long experience^ made the efli- 
mate of the advantages of a private life above 
thoib of a poblic $ and was thoroughly coi^ 
vincedy Thai the bleilinga of innocence, (e- 
curity, meditation, good air, health,, and 
found fleep> were dearly preferable to the 
Ipiendor of courts ; coofidering the fiavifh at* 
tendance, the invidious competitions, fervile 
flattery, and the mortal difappointments that 
ufualiy attend them. He fet the frowns of 
princes, the envy of thofe that judge by hear* 
fay, and the innumerable temptations, vices,, 
and exceifes of a life of pomp and pleafuxc^ 
in ballance againft the fmiles of bounteous 
nature, the diverfion of healthful exercifes for 
the body» and the folid and laiUnff entertain- 
ments of the mind i and condaded. That he 

that 
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tliat is a Have in the town, is a kind o 
prince in the coxintry. 

To be very particular in annaly^ing hit 
works, woold be foreign to our purpofe ; yet 
we muft not omit mentioning his Memoirs, 
which have not been equalled by any that have 
writ fince *bim. They are the more pfeful 
feccaafe they take in the principal parts of the 
feign of Charles tl. and without them we 
fliould have bat an imperfedt account of many 
particulars in that unequal adminiftration. The 
iecond part flipt £rft into the world, without 
the knowledge, as it was faid, though mbfi 
believe without the connivance^ of the author.* 
They confifl not only of many domeflic af* 
&irs relating to the court of England* bat of 
the principal foreign negotiations began xn 
1673, and ended m 1678, in the treaty oC 
>}imeguen^ and with the general peace of Eu- 
rope ^ all laid open with £nnne(s and impar* 
toaiity, as well as clearnefs and fimplicity* 

The firft part was never publiihed at alT^ 
bat is very well fupplied by a i^reat number of 
letters and public papers ; which fufficiently 
fiiews wkat a vigorous adtor Sir William Tem- 
ple was, how great a ftatefman he proved, and 
bow much a mailer of bufinefs and poli- 
ticks. 

The tbird part appeared (bme years after 
his death ; which, though complained of ns 
being, publifiied without confent of relations^ 
was never charged with being the lead fpuri- 
ouft. Thisi though fiiorteft is ccaipafrj both 

£ 4 9» 
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^ ie\ *Mtne an<i| matters,, yet, keepiag clofe toi 
l^DgUih adminift ration at home, and difcover- 
ing greater deptks of thoie aiFairs, we take it 
to be the moll uf* ful and enlightning of the 
three. 

Here are laid open, not only the fecrefi 
iprings of many a^oos which wefp generally 
iinknown before, bat all the fubtle arts and 
projedtions of minifters of date, wit^h thofe 
various windings and turnings with which 
Grangers are & often perplexed and confoendcd 
in court. Here the dirpofuions and aims of 
£pme great men, as the lord Shaftfbory, Ef- 
fex, &:c. are Co effeAoally, as well as hand- 
Ibmely expofed, that many of one party are 
willing to have the credit of it called in qnef- 
tion : but, as it has long ftood, (b no doubt 
but it w)Il CQntinuejo ^and, the tell againft all 
qppOBents^ 

We ihail fay nothing further of his writing?, 

but only obier^^e, that, when the reader comes 

to perule the wh^le, he will TcadUy form to 

^imielf tlve gfncnil c^ar?.6ler of an accom- 

plilhed peRil/man, a penetrating politician, a 

wife patriot, At.^ a learned man : and, if this 

great idea Qiould be really (haded by (bjne 

touches gf v:^ity anc} the^fpleenn he may e^fily 

confidcr that the greated and wifeft men havfs 

•not always been exempt from thofe very fail- 

4Pgs and imperfcfllons ; and that the former 

might arife from (bme peculiar excellencies m 

i%$ charad^er ; and the latter from (bme un* 

common provocations of thofe w^9 differed 

fron^ 
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from him either in politicks or in learn- 
ing ; and in both, perhaps, without his being 
the aggreflbr. 

In the latter cafe, we think he- was too 
hardly, if not too defignedly, attacked, firll 
by Mr. Wotion, and then by Dr. Bentley ; 
and, that he was treated after a too ri^id man- 
ner, and toB .fcholaAical and critical away, 
for ^.gentleman of his refined genius and fu- 
perior education, and one who was fo ready 
to oblige the public in an eafy, free, and beau- 
tiful way of delivering his thoughts and fenti- 
ments. 

This a little raifed his indigna.ion, and 
forced: him to fay, in his anfwer, That the 
critics are a race of fcholar& I am verv- little 
acquainted with; having always efteemed them 
but like brokers, who, having no ftock of their 
own, fet up and trade with that of other men ; 
buying here, and felling there, and commonly 
abufing all fides, to make out a. iirtle paltry 
gain, ..either of money or credit, for ihem- 
felves,.- and care n?t at whofe cod. 

Then, after acknowledging the ufefuloefs 
of foch per(bqs at the firi} reiloratxon of learn- 
ing, and the copies afttr the antients, he coul4 
but took upon the .latter fort as a degenerate 
race ; and was provuked to declare, 

•< There i$, I think, no fort of talent Co 
defpicable a.s (ba( of fuch common critics who 
jQanj at bell, pretend. to value themfelves. by 
^ifcove/ing the defaults of other n^cn, rather 
ihan aay. wOftb Qt merit of their own :. a fort 

E 5 • of 
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of levellers, tbat will nee4s equal the beft and 
ricbed of the country, not by improving their 
own eftat^Sy but redacing thofe of their nttgh* 
boars, and making; them appear as mean and 
wretched as themKlves.?' 

In 1694, he had the misfortune tolofe his 
lady, who was eminent for the higheft accoai- 
pliihments, and particularly efteem^d by queea 
Mary, with whom fhe had the honour to keep 
a conilant correfpondence by letters, in whi^ 
Ihe had an admirable turn of wit» and a peca* 
liar elegance and beauty of expreffion. 

Sir William farvived her four years» and 
died in January, 1698^ in his feventieth 
year, at Moor-Park ; where, according ta the 
plain directions in his will, his heart was de- 
polited in a (ilver box» and buried under the 
fan-dial in his garden > oppofiteto the windovr 
-irom whence he ufed to contemplate and ad«i 
mire the elorious works of nature* with his 
beloved fifter, the ingenious lady Gifiard ; a 
lady who, as (he had fhared and relieved the 
fati|[ues of his voyages and travels daring his 
public negotiations, fo (he was the principal 
delight and comfort of his laft retireaient and 
old age. 

His charader is given by Dx. Burch as 
fellows : 

** He had an extraordkiary vivacity^ with 
fo agreeable a vein of wit and ftncy in hit 
conyerfation, that no body waa wekomer ia 
all forts of company ; but his humour wa* 
gteatly affipAcd by the fpl^n ia fudden tihanges 

of 
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of weather j and efpccially from (he croiTes and 
difkppointmeacs' which he fi^ often met with in 
his endeavours to contribute to the honour and 
fervice of his country. 

He was an exa£t ob(erver of truth, thinking 

BOne, 'Who had f»led once, ought ever to be 

trafted again ; of great hmnaniry and good 

nature ; hi^ pafiions naturally warm and quick, 

' bot tempered by reafon. 

** He never ieemed bafy in his greateft 
employments^ was devoted to his liberty, and 
therefore avorie to the fervitude of courts. 
He had been a paffionate lover, was a kiii^ 
hofhand, an irrduigent father, a good mailer, 
an excellent friend, and, knowing him&lf to 
be foj was impatient of the leaA fu^icion ot 
jealdnfy from thofe he k>ved« 

*^ He was not without fe^ng averfions, fo 
as to be oneafy at the firft fight of fome who» 
hp difiiked, and impatient of their converfa- 
lion ; apt to be warm in difputes and expofiu^- 
lations, which made him hate the one and 
avoid the otjier ; being afed ta fay. That 
they Slight fometimes do well between lovers^ 
nbut never between friends. - 

** He had a very famiHar way of converiV 
in? with all forts or peopk, from the greate^ 
pmces, to die meaneft ftrvants, and evem 
children, whole tmperfed language, and na- 
tural innocent talk, he was fond of, and 
made eotertaiimejil af every thing ihat could 
aibrdk* 

S6 VU^ 
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''•He was born to a. moderate edate, and 
did not much encreafe it during his employ- 
ments. 

*' His religion was that of the church of 
England, in which he was bom and educated ; 
and, how loofe foever bifhop Burnet, -who was 
not acquainted with him, in the Hiftory of 
his own Tin»e« reprefents his principles to 
have been ; yet there is no ground for fuch a . 
refiedioD given in his writings ; among which 
his excellent letter to the countefs of ElTex is 
a convincing. proof both of his piety and elo- 
quence. 

He was .rather tall in flature; his ihape, 
when young, very exadl; his hair dark brown, 
and curled naturally ; and, whiift that was 
efleemed a beauty, no body had it in greater . 
pcrfeftion : his eyes grey, but lively ; and 
his body lean, but extremely active ; fo that, 
none acquitted themfelves better at a\\ exer- 
cijfes, ' 
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Robert Boyle. 

* 

t 

ROBERT BOYLE was a man Wrier 
to titles, aod almofl to praife; illuurious 

• by bijtJTi, by k^rnitig, and ,by virtue ; but moll . 

1 fo as tke author and TenQOurager of the New . 
Philofophy ; by which he bas not onjy reo- 

l dered his memory immortal, but has alio de-. 
rived honour to his country ; which, per- 

1^ haps, is the greateH felicity that human abili' 

'> ties can aver attain. 

j He was the feventh fon, and the fourteenth 

\ child, of Richard, egrl of Cork. He was 
born at; Lifmore, -in.tliecouijty of Cork, and, 
province of Munfter, in the kingdom of Ire- 
land, on the twenty -fifth of February, 1626-7; 
and, though he was the only"bric of his fa- 
therms fons who attained to manhood without 
being honoured with a title, and alfo the only.' 
one who did not.diftinguifti himfelf in public' 
bufineO; yet his life deferves to be writterx'^ 
with the utmoft accuracy ; and no pains caa 
be too great to Ex all the dates therein as ex- 

; nftly as it is poffible. 

f His father,. whp was'vefy ju% ftilcd.the 

t jreat> and might, with equal propriety, hiave 

I leeu called the Wife, earl 6f Cork, com 7 

milted 
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mitted him to the care of a country nurfi?/ 
with inflrQ^ions to bring him up as hardy a« 
if he had been her own ibn ; which (he piar- 
iued, and thereby gave him a ftrong and vi« 
gorous conftittttion^ that he afterwards loft by 
being treated with too great tendemeTs. 

When he was about three years old^ he had 
the misfortune to lofe his mother ; for Which^ 
he ihews great regret, in fome memoirs that he 
has left us of the more early part of his life, 
efteeming it a fingular unhappinefi never to 
liave feen one of his parents fo as to remem-^ 
ber her ; and the more fo» from the charadtes 
he heard of her in her owa family, and fron^ 
all who knew her. 

Another accident happened to him while at 
nurfe, which gave him no fmall trouble a» 
lojkg as he lived .^ and that was, his learn- 
ing to flutter, by mocking fome children 
of his own age» and of which, tho* no en-^ 
deavours were fpared» he could never be per- 
ifedtly cured. 

His father fent for him home when he was 
towards feven years old ; and,, not long after, 
in a journey to Dublin, he r^ a Very great 
rifk of lofing his life, if one of his father*i 
gentlemen had not taken him out of a coach^. 
that, in paffing a brook, raifed by ibme (udl* 
den ihowers,' was carried away by the ftream 
f nd beat to pieces. 

While at home, he was taught to write^ a 
very fair hand, and to (peak French and Latin^ 
by one of the earl's chaplams, and a Frcnch- 
Qum that he kept in the hoofe» 
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• In the year 163 5, when he was turned of 
eight years old> his father thought fit to fend 
him to England, in order to his education at 
Eaton, »nder Sir Henry Wbtton, the earl of 
CoTk*8 old acquaintance and friend. With 
tkit view, in company with Mr. Francis 
Bi>yle, his elder brother, afterwards lord 
Shannon, he hi out for Youghall, and from 
thence, notwithout great danger of being; taken 
by feme of theTurkiih pirates that then mfei^ed 
the Iriih coall, he croiTed the Teas to England^ 
and landed happily at Briftol. 

On his arrival at Eaton, he was pat under 
the care of Mr» HarriioHy then niaiter of the 
ftho&l; of whofe attention for, and kindneft 
towards, hiffl, he makes very honourable men- 
tion in his Memoirs; and obferve5,Thatitwas 
chiefly by the prudent methods he purfned^ thkt 
he came to have that tafte and reliih for learn- 
ing, for whkh, e^en in the earlier part of his 
life) he grew fo remarkable. , While he re« 
mained at Eaton, there were feveral extraor- 
<finary accidents that befel him, of which he 
has given us an account, and which one 
wonld fcarce think it poifible he fhould have 
remembered (b difHn&ly, confiderii^g they hap- 
pened befere he was nine years old, if the 
letters that he wrote about that time were not 
ftill preierved ; which fufficiently demonflrates 
how capable he was of collecting and preierv«9 
iog what ever appeared to him worthy of no-* 
lice, cv^n ia Ae tune of his childhood ;» Qd 

that 
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that we may well believe what -he 'relates o^ 
his own care in this re(pe6l, from the teftima- 
nies tlia: flill remain of his -having a wit fats 
much Aiperior to his years. 

He remained at Eaton, in the whole, 6e- - 
tween three and four years ; and then his fa- 
ther carried him to his own feat, at Stalbiidgct 
in DorfetQiire ;' where he remained, for fomc 
time, under the care of Mr. William Douch, 
then.parfan of the place, and one of the earl of . 
Cork's chaplains. 

In the autumn of the year 1638 he attended 
his father to London, and remained with him, 
at the Savoy, till his brother, Mr. Francis » 
Bpyle* efpoufed Mrs. Elizabeth Killigrew ; - 
and .then, towards the end of the month of' 
October, within four days after the marriage* 
was celebrated, the two brothers, Francis and 
Robert, were fent abroad upon their travels, 
under the care of Mr. Marcombes, who had • 
formerly been governor to the lords Kineal-, 
meaky and Broghill. 

They embarked at Rye, in sSofTex, and from 
theuce proceeded to Dieppe, in. Normandy;- 
from whence they travelled by land to Rouen*' 
fo to Paris, and from thence to Lyons ; from, 
which, city they continued their journey Gc^ 
neva^ where his governor had a family ; and*, 
there the two young gentlemen purfoed their 
ftudies jquietly and without interrpplioA. Mn 
foyle^ during his i flay heP;^, refumed his ac-^ 
iguaintarlce with .the mathepiatics^: ^^^i;, at lealli 

witk 
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yflA the elements of that (cknce^ of Which 
lie had firft obtained ibme knowledge at 
Eaton. 

He was now drawing towards fourteen, and 
bis temper being naturally very grave and fe- 
rious, his thoughts were often turned on reli- 
pioQs fubjeds, but, however, not without 
»>me mixta'% of doubts and difficulties, as 
himielf acknowledges, about the certainty of 
the Chriflian, revelation , This^^ infiead of 
liaving any bad efl^d», wa§ produdive of very, 
good confequences; he examined cooly and. 
circumftantially the evidence in favour of the* 
the Go(pel, and concluded, by dint of reaibn* 
itig, that tliis was the only certain and fure. 
i|ray to falvation. 

We might poffibly fufped the truth of this,, 
con/idering bis youth, and the little care that 
pcr^ns at fuch years take, or. indeed are capa^ 
blC' of taking, in matters of ib great import- 
ance ; but it Co falls out, that we have ap op- 
ical letter of his, written at this time to. Yis 
ather ; which plainly . proves that his capacity 
was, even at that early ieafbn« very capajile of 
inch arduous enquiries. 

While he remained at Geneva, he made 
ibme excurfions to vifit the adjacent country of* 
Savoy ; and even proceeded fo far as to Gre* 
noble, in Dauphine, and took a view alfo of 
thofe wild mount^s, where Bruno, the firft 
author of the Carthufian monks lived in fpU- 
t||de, at the time he ereded that orde^. 
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In September, 1641, he quitted Genevt^ 
and, paffiftg through Switzerland and the- 
country of the Grifons, entered Lombardy, 
^d, taking his root through Bergamo, Bre* 
fcia, and Verona, arrived at Venice, and,, 
having made afliort ftay there, returned to the- 
Continent, and fpent the winter at Florence 5 
and, during his flay in that ctty, the famous 
Galileo died at 'a village not Par from thence^ 

While he reiided in this fair city, he had 
an opportunity of acquiring the Italian lan« 

fuage, which he underitood perfe&ly, though 
e never fnoke it fb fluently as the French, ,of 
which he became fo great a mailer, that, at 
occafion required, he pafled for a native of 
the country in more places than one darisg his 
travels. 

About the end of March, he began h£y 
journey from Florence to Rome» which took, 
up bat&ve days; and, after having furveyedr 
that famous city, the heata di {agreeing with 
his brother, he returned to Florence, fron^ 
thence to Leghorn, and fo by fea to Genoa.. 
He made but a (hort ftay there, and then pafs* 
ing through the county of Nice, crofTed the- 
fea to Antibes, from whence he went to Mar* 
feilles by land. 

He was in that cky tn the month of May^ 
1642, when he received his Bither's letters, 
with a dreadful account of the rebellion jufb 
then broke out in Ireland ; and advice, like- 
wife, that, with great difficulty, his lordihip< 
bad procured^ two hondjred and fifty pounds^ 

whick 
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wirkh l^e remkted bis fcMis to eoable them to 
return home ; but of this money they never 
faw a farthing ; for, being put into the hand« 
of one Mr. Perkins, a conuderable trader in 
the city of Lofidon> he proved unfaithful to 
his truft ; which drove thefe two noble youths 
to the utmoft diArefs^ till, with much ado* 
their governor, Mr. Marco mbes, fupplied theoi 
^th 9k9 much as l»'ought them to Geneva, 
where ^y continued with him for fome time; 
and, having neither fupplies nor advices from 
England, he was obliged, in order to enabla 
them to go home, to take up fome jewels on 
his own credit, which they di^oied of with a§ 
little lof» as might be, and> with the money 
thus produced, continiied their journey for 
England, where they arrived in the year 

On his arrival there he found his &dier 
dead.; and, though he had made an ample 
provision for him, as well by leaving him his 
manor of Stalbridge, in England, as other 
confidefable eftates in Ireland, yet it was 
fome time beibre he could receive any mo- 
ney. . 

During this fpace he lodged with his Mer^ 
the lady Ranelagh ; and, by her intereft, and 
that of his brother lord Broghill, he procured 
prote^ions for his eftates in England and Ire« 
land from thofe who had the power then in 
their hands. He al& obtained their leave ta 
go over, for a (hort fpace, into France ; pro« 
fcabl/ that h« might have an opportunity o£ 

fct- 



9^ BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

Tattling his accounts with his good old go<*- 
vtrnor and conftant friend Mr. Marcombes ; 
but he did not day long abroad, iince we 
find him, ' the Deoember following, at Cam- 
bridge. 

In the month of March, 1646^ he retired 
to his own (eat at Stalbridge ; from whence he- 
made various excorfions, (bmetimes to Lon- 
don, Ibmetimes to Oxford, applying himfelf - 
as affidnonily to his fiudies as his own drcom- 
fiances, or thofe of the times, would permit ;• 
and indeed it is very amaaang to find, what a 
prodigioas progrefs he m^de, not only in ma* 
ny branches of literature, bnt in fiune that 
have been always held the moft difficult and 
abftrnfe. He omitted no oppoFtonify of ob- 
taining the accjoaintance of perlbns diltin- 
guiihcd £6r parts and learning ; to whom he* 
was, in every. refpe£^, a ready, oiefal, and 
generous afliftant; and with whom he. main- 
tained a tonftant correfpondence. He was alio > 
one of the firft members of that finall but 
learned body, which held ila firft meetings at' 
London, then- removed to Oxfofd, ftil^ by 
him, the Invifible, by themfidves, the Phikl- 
fiiphical College ; and which, after die refto- 
ration, were incorporated and diftinguilhcd, as 
they well deferved, by the tide of the Royal 
Society. - 

It is no fmall hononr to this wordiy per(bn» 
that, when he was ib young a man, his me- 
rit and knowledge gained him admittance 
aiaongft per(on5, the moft diflingaiChed for the* 

acute- 
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^cotcnefs of their underllandings, and the iiir- 
gularity, as well as extent, of their fcience. 
The great diligence and application of Mr. 
Boyle, was fo much the more to be cfteemed 
and covntnended, as, at this time, his health 
»was very flnach difordered by frequent fits of 
the done, a difeafe to which he was extremeFy 
iubjeft, and to which his fedentary life and 
clofe application to his (ladies, might poffibly 
contribute. But, notwithftanding this, and 
the frequent occaiions he had to remove from 
place to place, fometimcs on the fcore of buft- 
nefs, at others to vifit his many noble rela- 
tions ; yet he never fufFered his thoughts to be 
difordered, or the dcfigns he had formed to be • 
broken or interrupted by any ^of thefe acci- 
dents, as appears by iiis having^ compleateH 
■three regular and excellent pieces bc^e he 
had reached the age of twenty : viz. his Se- 
raphic Love-; his Elliyon Miflaken Modefty;, 
and the Swearer filenced ; to which he after* 
wards gave the title that it now bears, of A. 
Free Difcourfe- againll cuftomary Swearing, v 
Befides thefe, it plainly appears, as well from 
the writing? he has publifhed, as from many 
of his private letters, that he had made large 
colleflions upon other fubjed^s, from fome of 
which he afterward's dre>v <lillitidl treat ifes. 

The retired courfe of life, whith, for the 
fake of his health, from the bent of his tem- 
per, and from the nature of , his defigns, he 
took a pleafure to lead, could not hinder hrs 
j^cputation from riiing to fuch a height as made 

him 
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him taken notke of by fome of the mod emi- 
nent members of the republic of letters ; fo 
that, in 165 1, we find Dr. Nathaniel High- 
more, a very eminent phyiician, dedicatmg 
to him^ his H'ftory of Generation ; in which 
dedication he ililes him both his^ patron and 
his friend. 

In 16^2, he went over to Ireland, in order 
to vifit and fettle his elates in that kingdom s 
and there, if I am not miflakeh, he met with 
a fall from bis horie in a watery place, which 
gave him a very grievous fit of ficknefe. He 
retarned from Ireland to England in Aogu^ 
165^, bat was foon after obliged to retom 
ft^ain into that kingdom, where he fpent 
his time but very unpleafantly ; and it would 
have been ilill more fo, if it had not been for 
the acquaintance of Dr. Petty, afterwards Sir 
William Petty, who was his intimate friend, 
and one of the greateii men of that or indeed 
of any other age. "^ 

In the fumrner of 1654, he returned to 
England, and put in execution a deiign he 
had formed when he was lafl in this kingdom, 
of fettling at Oxford, as well for the iake of 
feveral of his ingenious friends, who refided 
there, as for the many and extraordinary 
conveniences which the plaee afforded, for tht 
profecution of his beloved ftudies in peace. 
He chofe to live there, in the houfe of Mr. 
Crofle, an apothecary, rather than in a col* 
lege, for the fake of his health, and becaufe 
.he had Vnore room for making experimcntt. 

2 • It 
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It was now that he found himfelf furrounded 

hy a number of learned friends* who reforted 

thither chkfly for the fame reafon&that he had 

done, the Inviiible College* as he called it, 

or Philolbphical Society, being now trani^ 

ferred from London to Oxford, It was du* 

ring his refidence here, that he invented the 

air-pump* which was perfedted for him, by 

the ingenious Mr. Hooke* in the year 1658 ^ 

1659 ; by the help of which he made fuch 

jexperiments as enabled iiisi to diicover and 

demonflrate ieveral qualities of the air, by 

fvhich he laid the foundations (or a compleat 

theory. » 

He was not, howerer, fatisiied with this* 
l>ut laboured inceffantly in colledling and di- 
gefting, chie% froa% his o^n experiments, 
the materials requifite for this purpoie. H^ 
declared a^ainft the philofophy of Aridotle* 
AS having in it more of words than th»ng5* 
promi^ng much and performing little f in 
ihort* giving the inventipns of men for indu- 
:l)itable proofs* inJdead of the refuit of fuch 
enquiries as draw the knowledge of the works 
of nature from nature her(elf« 

He was fo careful in, and fo zealous for, 
the true method of learning by experiment, 
that* though the Carteflan pbiloibphy made 
then a great noife in the world, yet he would 
never be perfuad^d to read the works of Des 
Cartes, for fear he ihould be amufed and led 
•away with a fair pretence of reafoning* and 

plau* 
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plaafible accounts of things grounded parely 
on conje£lure. 

But philofophy and enquiries into nature, 
though they engaged his attention deeply, did 
not occupy it entirely, iince we £nd that he 
flili continued to purfue hU critical iludies, in 
which he had the ai&ilance of fome as greiit 
men as have ever Houriihed in this kingdom^ 
particularly Dr. Edward PoCucke, Mr. Tho- 
mas Hyde, and Mr. Samuel Clark. He had 
alfo a llrid intimacy with Dr. Thomas Bar- 
low, at that time head keeper of the Bodleian 
Library, and afterwards bilhop of Lincoln^ a 
man of various and extenfive learning. He 
was likewife the patron of the very learned 
Dr. John Pell,. an eminent mathematician'; 
and the famous Dr. John Wallis, who dillin- 
guifhed himfelf in that and other branches of 
learning, did him the honour to dedicate to 
him his excellent treatife on the Cycloid. 

In 1659, being acquainted with the cir- 
cumfiances of the learned Dr. Robert Sander- 
fon, afterwards biihop of Lincoln, he bellowed 
on him a flipend of fifty pounds a year ; and 
that great man thankfully acknowledged the 
ol^igations he was under to fo geoerous a 
patron» in a dedication .of his Lectures, which 
were printed at Oxford the fame year. 

After the reftoration, he was treated . with 
great civility and refpedl by the king, and 
with moch affedion and efteem by his twO 
great minifters, the lord-treafnrer Southamp- 
ton, and the lord- chancellor Clarendon, by 

whom 
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ivliom he was prefTed totntcr into holy orders^ 
of which he had very ferious thoughts, but at 
laft thought fit to decline it, upon very ju ft 
1 atid diiinterefled motives. The fame year he 
^ publifhed two of his firft pieces, one of which 
was printed at Oxford, and the other at Lon- 
don ; the former was his New Experiments 
' touching the fpring of the air, which he ad- 
dreited to his nephew *thc lord Dungarrar, 
and this drew him into a controveriy with 
Francifcas litius, and the famous Mr. Tho- 
mas Hobbes, whofe objeflions he refuted 
with equal candour, clearnefs, and civility. 
The feco'nd'was his difcourfe on Seraphic 
i Love, and both pieces were received with uni-* 
I verfel applaufet The fame of hi? great Je^rn- 
I ing and abilities extended itfelf, even at thii 
I time, beyond- the bounds of our ifland, fo 
th4t the Grand Duke of Tufcany, a prince 
diiiinguifhed for learning, defired Mr, South- 
well, then Refidcnt at Florerjce, to acquaint 
Mr. Boyle with his deiire of holding a corref* 
pondence with him. 

In 1661, he publilhed his Phyfiological 
■ EiTays, and other trafts, which added, greatly 
\ to the eflfeem, that all true lovers of learning^ 
had for his knowledge in things of this na • 
ture. Some time after he fent abroad another 
curious and excellent work, intitled. The 
Sceptical Ghymift, which was printed at Ox- 
ford ; but feveral treatifes that are mentioned 
in this and the former work, as being in great 
forwardnefs, and which the world very itn- 
VoL. VIII, F patiently 
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patiently expe^ed, wexb afterwards loft in tkt 
hurry of removing his effeds at the time of 
the great fire« 

Iq i662» a grant of the forfeited impro- 
priations in the kingdom of Ireland^ was 
obtained from the king in Mr, BpyJe's name^ 
tho' without his knowledge^ which did not 
hinder his intereding himielf very warmly, 
for procuring the application of thefe impro- 
priatioDSy to the promoting trae religion and 
learning. He interpofed likewife in favour of 
ihe corporation for propagating the gofpel in 
New England, and was very inflrumental in 
obtaining a decree in the court of Chancery^ 
for refioring to that corporation an eCUuei» 
which had been injuriouily repoflefied. by one 
colonel Beding^eld, a papift, who had (old it 
to them for a valuable confideration. His ac« 
tivity in, matters of this nature wa& fo much 
the more honourable, as he was natnrally. in- 
clined to, and, generally fpeaking, followed 
that inclination m leading a private and re* 
tired life. But whenever the cauie of virtue^ 
karnii^, or- religion required it, his intereff 
and endeavours were never wanting^ and» by 
the peculiar bleffing of providence^ were feU 
dom employed but with fuccefs. 
. In 1663 the. Royal Society being incorpo* 
rated by king Charles* II. by letters patent 
dated the twenty- fecond of April, Mr» Boyle 
was appointed one of the council, and as he 
might be juftly reckoned, among the foonders. 
of that learned body, fo he condnued cme of 

Its 
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ki moft ttfefal an^ mdoftnoiiy nembera, dur-^ 
ing tbe iwbele coarfe of kis Hfe. In the nontk 
of Jane 16639 he ptibliihed his Confident 
tioQS on the UfefainefS' of ExpeHmentail Na« 
titral Fhilofophyy whick cbnfified of ievcial 
diTays on ufeAil and curibotf robje6b) in whichr 
they are handled with great freedom) from ar 
jsH seal, for trnthy. and for the common - 
benefit of mankind, the points which he had 
always in view when he took his pen in hand. 
Thcfe pieces, thus pt^lithed, werey as himfelf 
lells US) written on ieverai occafions, to ieverat' 
peribns^and at difiereat times; but as, notwith^- 
ftandingthis, they hada romual relation to eadi 
other, which made them fall very aptly tinder ^ 
one comxAon title, he took this method of 
rending ^em abroad, that the world in gene* 
fal mght receive that fatisfa^ion, which par* 
tiealar friends haed teftified on the pertifal of 
them in wiiting. Thtffe were followed by 
fixperimeilts and Cpniiderationfi upon Coloors»4 
to w^ich was added, a letter, containing Ob- 
ferviations upon a diamond that fhiries in the 
dark, a treaties foil mf cariofa» and ofeful re- 
marks, on the hitherto un^pkiiied dodrino 
of light and cok^ars ; in which he (hews great 
judgment, accaraey, and penetration, and 
may be faid to have led the way to ^at migh- 
ty genifts, who has finee fet : that important 
point in thecleareft siad moft convincing light 
poffible. 

He likewife pnblifhed this year his Confix 
dieraiioift on the Style of the Holy Scfiptures» 

F z which 
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"which was extraded from a much larger work» 
intitled, An Eflky on Scripture, thit was after- 
wards pablilhed by P. P. ~A. G. F. I. that isj . 
Peter Pctt, Attorney -General for Ireland » a^ 
* terwards Sir Peter Pett, a man of great read- 
ing, a toluminous writer, but of an onfettled 
J4idgment, for whom, on account of his well- 
meaning and upright intention, Mr, Boyle 
liad a great regard. 

In 1664 Mr. Boyle was de^ed into th« 
trompany of Royal Mines, and was all this 
year taken up in the profecution of various 
^ood designs, and more efpecially in promot- 
kig the affairs of the corporation for propagate 
irg the gofpel in New England, ^Jhuch, in 
all probability, was the peafon that he did n&t 
^nd abroad this year any treatifes, either of 
religion or philofophy. 

In 1665 came abroad his. Occaiional Re-: 
Sections upon feveral Subjects, to which is 
prefixed, A DiCcourfe concerning the Nature 
and Ufe of fuch -Kind of Writings. This 
piece, tho' now publifhed, had been written 
.snany years before, when the author was a 
young man, at times,, and under circum- 
i^ances, when few would have written any 
thing, and none could have written better. 
*l'he attack made upon it, therefore, by a lu- 
dicrous writer, may be truly affirmed to be as 
cruel and ur.ju^, as it is trivial and indecent. 
A (hort time after he publiflied Experiments 
and Obfervaiions relative to an Experimental 
tiiftoryof Cold, with feveral pieces thereunro 
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trnnexed. This work of his, as it was juftiy 
admired then, fo it has been always in great 
cftcem fince, and majr be truly faid to have- 
Been the firft work pabliQied, that gave in- 
quifitive men any real light into the fabjeas 
Which are therein examined-. 

His majefty king Charles II. had now ?.» 
opportunity of (hewirtg hi« own great judg* 
Hient in men, from his efteera and afFeilioii 
towards Mr. Boyle, for Dr. John Merediib-^ 
Provoft of Eaton, dying in Auguft 1665, thi? 
king, anafked and unfoUicired, appointed 
Mr. Boyle for his fuccefTor. This was certain- 
ly, all circumftances confidered, the fitteft 
employmeiit for him in the kingdom; ytr, 
afcer mattire deliberation, tho' contrary to th® 
advice of his friends, he abfolutely declined 
it, becaufe he thought the duties of the ein"*^ 
ployment might interfere with his IVudies j 
he was unwilling to quit that coarfe of life^ 
which, by experience, he found fo fui table 10 
bis temper and coafiitution-; and, above sV^ 
he was unwiliing to enter, into holy order?,. 
which he was periuaded was neccifary to qua* 
lify himfelf for it. 

In this year, and in the next, he was pret- 
ty much exe;;C>f^d in look'ng into an affair 
that made a very^iiheat noife in the world, and 
the decifion of wji^-ijli^ from the high reputa- 
tion he had gained, was in a mmner uuivcr- 
fally expe£lfd from Mr. Boyle. The cafe wa^ 
this, one Mr. Valentine Greatraks, an friflt 
gentleman, perfuaded himfelf that he had a 

E 3 ^cu*- 
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peculiar gift of caring diieafes byilroking, in 
which, ^o' he certain]y fuccoedcd often, yet 
jhe fometiines failed, a^d this occafioned « 
^reat controverfy, in which moft of the ,par« 
;ties ^roncerned addreifed themfelves to Mr.. 
Boyle, who condodled himfelf with fiich wif«> 
x3om and {prudemce, as to get oat of this af- 
fair without any lofs of cjrediit, which» all 
things ton&deredy cannot bat be cfteemed a 
very hieh proof of his wifdom* 

In 1066 Dr. John Wallis ^ddreiTed to Mr. 
Boyle An Hypothefis about the Flax an4 
JReflux of the Sea. The famous phyiiciai^ 
Dr. Thomas Sydenham, dedicatod to him, ia 
the fame year, his Method of curing Fev«rs» 
grounded upon;hts ow^ Qb&rvations, a little 
piece, written in Latin, aud truly worthy of 
fo great a man. Himielf likewife publtflied 
that year, his Hydroibitical Paradoxes, made 
out by new Experiments, for ^e moft part 
phyfical and eafy, which hefens abroad at th^ 
requeft of the Royal Society^ thole experi«> 
ments having been made at their defire aboofe 
two years befiD>re« He alfo publifhed that year 
another celebrated treatife of .his, intitled^ 
The Origin of Forms and Qualities, accord- 
ing to the Corpufcular Philofophy, illuftrated 
by Experiments; a treatiie which did equal 
honour to the quicknefs of his wit, the depth 
of his judgment, and his indefatigable paloa 
in fearghing after truth. ^ 

We mull likewife obferve, that both in 
xhbf, and U) tho- fQxmer y^gr, he communl*^ 

cated 
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cated W his friend, Mr. Oldenburgh, (everal 
curious and 'excellent ih&n treatiies of his* 
upon a 'great variety of fubje£ts, and others 
tranfmitted to him by his learned friends both 
at (home and abroad, which are printed and 
preieryed'in the Pbilofophical Tranfaflions of 
the Royal'Society. 

ft is very obfervable, that in the warm con- 
troverfy raifed in relation to that fociety, Mr. 
Boyle- efcaped all cenfnre, which is more ex* 
traordinary, eoniidering that Mr. Stubbe,. 
who wai6 the great antagonift of the learned 
fMfk>mn of that fociecy, was -one who fet 
no bounds tohk rage, endfeemed to make it 
«' point, to raife his refeptqient in proportion, 
w there wanted grounds for it. Yet even 
this choleric and ^rioBS writer had ib high 
ma efleem for Mr. Boyje, that at the very time 
he Ml upon the fociety in a manner fe ex- 
eiitable, he failed not -to write frequently to 
t>ar author, in order to convince him, that 
iiow angry foe ver he might be with that body 
•f men, yet he preierved ajufl refjped for his 
great learning and abilities, and a true (bnfe 
cf the -many favours he had conferred apon 
Jlim. 

About this time our author refolved to fettle 
himfelf for life in London* and removed for 
IksLt purpofe to the houfe of his fifler, the lady 
Ranelagh« in Pall-Mall, to the infinite bene- 
fit of tkc lenr^ed in general, ^d particularly 
to the advantage (U the Royal Society, to 
whom he gave great and continual afliftance. 

F 4 He 
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He had like wife his fee hours for receiving 
fuch as came, either to define his help, or to 
communicate to him an^ new difcoveries in 
fci^ce. Be fides which^ {le kept % very ex- 
teniive correfpondence with perfbns of the 
greateH figu/e, and mod famous for learning 
in all parts of Europe, 

In i66q he publiihed his Continuation of 
new Experiments, touching the Spring and 
Weight of the air ; to which -is added, A 
Difqourfe of the Atmofpheres of Confiilcnt 
Bodies; and the fame vear he revifed, and 
made many additions to (everal of his former 
trails, fome of which were now tranflated in- 
to Latin, in order to gratify the curious abroad, 
with whom Mr. Boyle ftood in as high reputa- 
tion,^ with aU the lovers of kai-ning at 
honxe. In tho fucceeding year he publiihed 
a book that occafioned much fpec\|lation» as 
it feemed to contain a vaft treafure of new 
knowledge, that had never been c'ommunicat* 
ed to the world before, and this gro.unded up- 
on a^ual experiments and arguments judl^r 
drawn frona^ them« inftead of that notional 
and conje(^uraJ pbilofophy, which, in the be-. 
ginning of this century, had been fo much ii| 
faihion. The titl? of th« tr^atifeWas, Of the 
Cofmical Qualities of Things. 

About this time Dr. Peter de Moulin, thq 
fon of the famous French divine of the (am^ 
name, who* had travelled with Mr. Boyle'3 
aephews, de^dicatcd to him his CoUcdlion of 
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LsLtin Poems, Bat in the midft of his flu* 
dies, and other ufeful employmentsr, he was 
attacked by a kvctc paralitic dtiteinper, of 
which, tho' not without great diScalty, he 
got'the better, by adhering Uridly to a proper 
legimen. 

In 1671 be publiihed Confiderations on the 
Ufefulnefs of Experimental and Natural PhU 
lofbphy, the fecond Part ; as al(b, A Collec- 
tion of Trails upon feveral ufeful and impar* 
tant Points of Pra^ical Philolophy, both 
which works were received as new and va- 
luable gifts ID the learned worlds In 1672 
came abroad his Eflky about the Origin and 
Virtue of Gems, in which, according to his 
ufual cuftom, he treated an old and beaten 
fubje^ in a very new and ufeful manner ; fo 
that it may be truly faid, that he not only 
threw an additional light upon a very dark 
and difficult fubje^, bcit alfo pointed out the 
only certain method of acquiring a perfcrt 
knowledge of the nature and virtues (if aivy 
. fych there be) of ail kinds of precious lionets 
He publiihed alfo, the fame year, another 
Colledlion of Tradls, touching the Relation 
between Flame and Air and feveral other uib* 
ful and cutious fubje£ls, befides furniihing in 
this, and in the former year, a great r.umbtr 
of (hort DiiTertatiojis upon a vail variety of 
topics, addreiled to the Royal Society, and 
inierted in their TranfadUon^* 

F S l^ 



\q6 BRITISH FLtTTARCR 

,In the year 1673 hefent abroad his Eflajfr^ 
on the ftcange Sabtilty, great Efficacy, soii 
determioace Natttre of E^uvia ; to which 
w«re added 9 Variety of Expeiiments •on othcyp 
Sabjefts. The ^me y^r Aathony X<e Grand 
dedicated to him his Hiftory of Nature^ 
which he publifhed in Latin : and in this de« - 
dication the author gives a large acconnt of 
the great reputation which Mr. Boyle had 
.acquired in foreign parts* In 1674 Mr. 
Boyle publiAied A Coliedlion of Tra^s on the 
Saltneis of the Sea, the Nloifture of the Air, 
the natural and preternatural; State of Bodies,, 
to which he prefixed, A 'Dialogue coiH:^rniAg 

Cold r if. 

In the fame year he fent abroad a pieoe 
that had been written near ten years before^ 
intitled. The Excellency of Theology com- 
pared with the Natural Philofophy, ia an 
Epi^olary Difcourfe to a Friend. This trea- 
tife, in which are contained a .multitude of 
curious and ufeful, sis well as juft and natuial, 
' obfervations, was written in the time of the 
great plague, when the author was forced to 
go from place to place in the country, and 
had little or no opportunity of confulttng his 
books. He alfo commiwicated to the worlds 
the fa(ne year, another Colle£lion of Tra&» 
comprdiending fome Sufpicions about hidden 
Qualities of the Air, Animadverfions upon 
Mr. Hobbes's Problem about a VacnuOt A 
DifcCurfe of the Caufe of Attraction by Suc- 
tion ^ in which fevcral pieces, as there are ma- 

ny 






R O B EH T B O Y LE. lof 

ny new dBS^yeries o^4eiy iJo fevei-al old errors^ 
and grotisdkfs ao^QSv are refuted and ex- 
plocUd^ 

In 1675 ^ printed Some Cx>Dnderadons 
tbottttikeRecoQcilablene& of Reafon and Re- 
ligion, by T. £. a Layman; to which was 
annexed y A Difcourie about the PoiEbility 
the Refarieaton, by Mr. Boyle. The 
reader w]lLabferve» that the former, as weH 
fls die laitter, was of his writing, only he 
;tliought £t to mark that with the final letters 
4^ his name, and tho' the firil^of thefe dif- 
^ourfes promifes a fecond part, that l^Wever, 
,was not publiihed. ^moogft other pieces that 
he thifi ye^ communicated to the Royal Society, 
•tiiere were two papers conne£led into one dif- 
coorfe, thfttdeierve particular notice $ the for- 
mer was iniitied. An Experimental Difcourfe 
of Quick£lirer growing hot with Cold ; the 
other related to the fame fubjed, both , of 
them containing diicoveries' worthy of fb great 
a man, and fads, that only on his credit could 
be believed. 

In 1676 Mr. Boyle publiihed his Expesi- 
meiits and Notes about the Mechanical Origin 
of particnlar Qnalities, by ieveral difcouries 
on a great variety of fubjedls, and, amongft 
the reii,* he treats very largely^ «nd» accord- 
ing to las wonted medbod, very accurately, 
of Eledricity, He had been for many years 
a Dire£lor of the Eaft-lndia company, and 
very ttfefuiin this jcagacity to that^reat bo- 
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dy, more efpcdally in procuring their charten 
and the only return he expelled for his labour ^ 
in this refpedt, was, the engaging the Com- 
pany to come to fome refolution m favour of 
the propagation of the gofpel, by means of 
their flounfhing fa^ories in that part of the 
ivorld ; and, as a proof of his own incHna* 
tion to contribute, a» far as in him lay; fbv- 
(liat purpofe, -he cau(ed five hundred copies 
of the Gofpels and A£ts of the Apoftles, in the 
Malayan tongue, to be printed at Oxford^ 
and (ent abroad at his own expence, as ap- 
pears ^om rhe Dedication prefixed by hi« 
friend Dr. Thomas Hyde, to that tranflation, 
which was publifhed under his dire<^ion. . 

There came abroad, the fame year, a M\(^ 
ccllaneous Collt^lion of his Works in Latin, 
printed at Geneva, but without his know- 
ledge, of which there is a large account given 
i» the Philofophical Tranfadions. In 1678 
he communicated to Mr. Hooke, afterwards 
' Dr. Hooke, the fhort Memoiial of fome Ob- 
fervations made upon an aitiiicial Subftance 
that flr.incs without any preceding Illuftration, 
whrch that gentleman thought fit to make 
public. He publi(hed, in the fame year, his 
Hiftorical Account of a Degradation of Gold, 
made by an Anti-Elixir. This made a \€Ty • 
great noife both at home and abroad, and is 
looked upon as one of the moft remarkable 
pieces that ever fell Irom his pen, the fails 
cortained in which would have been efteeme d 

in- 
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iftcredible, if they had fallen from the pen of 

any otheu 

In the year 1680 he fent into the world the 
foUowing trails, viz. The Aieral No^iluca, 
and a Procefs of a fadlilious felf-ihining Sub- 
ftance j bcfides which, he publifhed alfo fome 
fmall difcourfes upon different fubjeds. It 
was upon the thirtieth of November, in this 
year, that the Royal Society, as a proof of 
th-^ir juft fenfe of his great worth* and of the 
conflant and particular fervices, which, through 
the courfe of .many years, he had rendered to 
their Society, made choice of him for their 
-Prefidfnt ; but he being extremely, and, sls 
hin^elf fays, peculiarly tender in point of 
oaths, declined the honour done h»m, by a 
letter addrefled to Mr. Profeflbr Hooke of 
Greiham- college. He was alio, within the 
compafs of this year, a confiderable benefac- 
tor towards the puhlilhing Dr. Burnet's Hifto- 
ry of the Reformation, as he very readily wasy 
on the like occafion, to every performance 
calculated for the general ufe and benefit of 
mankind. 

In 1S81, he publiihed his Difcourfe of 
Things above Reafon ; and the fame year he 
was engaged in endeavouring to promote the 
preaching and promulgation of the Gofpel ' 
acnongft the Indians bordering upon New- 
England. In 16S2, came out his New Ex- 
periments and Obfervations upon the Icy Noc- 
tiluca; to which is added, A Ckymical Para- 
dox, making it probable that their Principles 

are 
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are traiiiimitstblet fo that out of one of them 
others may be produced. The fame year, he 
tommunicated to tlie public, The Second Part 
of his Continuation of New Experiments 
touching the Spring and Weight of the Air, 
and a large Appendix^ containing (cveral other 
difcourfes. 

He pubiifhed, in i6t^» nothing that I 
find, except a fhort kttcr to the reverend 
Dr. John Beak, rn relation to the making 
frefli water out of fah, pnblifiied at the re* 
queft of the patentees, who were embarked in 
Mr. Fitzgerald's projetft for that purpofe, the 
propofals- for which were addreiTed to Mr, 
Boyle ; and the author acknowledges -thcfein 
-the obligations he was opder to him for his af* 
Mance. 

In the fucceeding year, 1684, he printed 
two very confiderable works. The firtt was, 
his Memoirs for the Natural Hiftory of Hu- 
man Blood; and his fecond. Experiments and 
Confiderations about the Porofity of Bodies, 
divided into two parts ; the firft relating to 
animals, the fecond to folid bodies ; and hie 
works being now grown to a veryconfiderable 
bulk, the celebrated Dr. Ralph Cudworth, 
whofe praife alone was fufficient to eftablilh 
any man's title to fame, wrote to him injvery 
preiiing terms, to make an entire colie^ion of 
his feveral treatifes, and to pubHlh them in a 
body, and in the Latin tongue, in his ovtra 
life-time, as well out of regard to His repa* 
tatiion, as to ^ general inio:^ of mankind, 

and 
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jyod this peculiar fAtisfa£tiQii to^tke kmi«d 
• world. 

.In iSS^f he obliged the world with hh 
Short Memoirs for the Natural Experimental 
Hi^ry of Mineral Waters, with Dire^ions^ 
as to the feveral Methods of trying them, in- 
cluding abundance c^ joew and ufeful Re» 
marks, as well as feveral curious Experimentsu. 
He gave the world aifo, in the (me year,, 
•anot&r excellent work, entitled, An EiTay of 
the great Effe^s of languid and unheeded 
Motion ; with an Appendix^ containing aa 
£xperiBiental Difcoarfe of fome hitherto little 
regarded Cauies of the Infalubrity and Salu<- 
..brity of the Air« ^nd it's Efie^ ; than whicb 
aone of hie treatiies were orer received with 
greater or more general applaufi?. He pub*, 
.liihed, in .the fame yiear, A DiiTertation on the 
Reconoleablenefs of Specific Medicines to the 
-Corpufcular Philofopby ; to which is added^ 
A Difcourfe of the Advantages attending the 
Ufe of Simple Medicines. To thefe Philofo- 

fhical, he added a moft excellent Theological 
Ufcottrfe, Of the high Veneration Man's In^ 
-tdleia owes to God, particularly for his Wif- 
.dom and Power; being a part c^ a much 
largi^ work, which he figniAed to the world, 
to prevent any exception from being taken ac 
the abrupt manner of its beginning. 

At the enlraooe of the fucceoding year» 
1686, came abroad his Fi^e Enquiry into the 
vulgarly* received Notion of Natane; one of 
the moft important and ufeful pieces that ever 
tell from his pen; and which will be always 

ad* 
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admired and efleemed by Aich as have a true- 
zeal for religion and intelligible philolbphyv 
In- the month of June^ the fame year, his 
friend Dr. Gilbert Burnet, afterwards lord- 
bi(bop of Sarnra, tcanfmitted to kim from 
Holland* his account of his ftravels through 
France,^ Switzerland, and Italy ^ which were 
afterwards publifhed. 

In 1687, a- work which he had drawn up 
in his youth, entitled, The Martyrdom of 
Theodora and Dydinria, came from the preia 
to the hand» of the public. In 1^688, he 
obliged the world with a mofl- cu^ous and 
ufeful treatif<>, entitled, A Difquifition vat9 
the final Caufcs- of Natural Things ; and 
whether, if at all, with what Caution a Natu- 
ralift ihould admit them. Ta which is added. 
An Appendix about vitiated Sighe. In this 
piece he treats, with great judgment and per» 
fpicuity, many of the deepei^ and moft ab- 
ftraded notions in Philofopby and Religion, 
ib as to give fatisfadlion to the candid, with- 
out running into any oiFeniive notions, in th^ 
-opinio*! even of the moft critical reader; 
which is a felicity, that, in cafes of this na- 
ture, has very rarely attended the wri^nga 
of any other author than Mr. Boyle; wbo(e 
care was equal to his quickneis, and wboie 
caution hindered him from hazarding any 
thing that might ihock weak minds, or ten- 
der confciences^ In the month of May, this 
year J our author, however unwillingly, was 
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condraioed to make bis complainc to the pub- 
iic of fonse inconv^ioiices ander which he 
had lis»xxg laboured ; which he did by an ad* 
vertiiem€^c addrefled to J. W. ta be commu- 
nicated to fuch of his friends as were virtaofi,' 
to inform them of the lofs of many of his 
'writings, and that it might ferve as an expla- 
calory preface to fome of hi» miuilated and 
uiifioiihed. pieces. 

One cannot well conceive any thing that 
gives a higher or more expreflive notion of 
the worth and excellency of this great man, 
than this paper, whtch, had it come from 
any other peribn» would have been either re- 
garded s^s a common and tiivial advertiiement, 
or as a l^ery glaring mark of felf-conc^t and 
vanity ; but» in reference to Mr. Boyle, it 
appears fo neceiTa^y to himself, that vt could 
not be omitted s of fuch importance to the 
public, that it cannot be forgot ; and fo cau- 
tioufly digf iled» as to raiie our admiration and 
eftcem for its author. 

He beg^n now to £nd that his .healthy not- 
withdanding all his care and caution, began 
ieiffibly to decline* and his fti^ngth to decay ; 
which fput him upon devifing every method 
that was poiTiblc for h«fbanding his time, for 
the future,, for the benefit of the learned 
world. In doing this,, he preferred generals 
to particulars ; and the aflVilance 0/ the whole 
republic of letters, to that of any branch, by 
what ties foever he might be conne^ed there- 
with ^ 

It 
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It wds from tbk vi^w, tliat he no longvr 
eommunicated particolar difeouHes^ or new 
dtfcov^riesy to t^ -royal ibciety^ becimie this 
could not be done without M^thdrawinr bit 
thoughts from ta&s which he tiioug4it ol dill 
greater importance. It was the more fteadiif 
to attend thefe, that he t«figned his ^poft of 
governor of ihe corporation for propagating 
the Gofpel in New-England ; nay, he went 
fo 'h.r as to fignify to (he wofld» that he^Goaid 
no longer receive viiit^ as ufoal ; and all t~his» 
that he might have kifure to put his papers 
in order ; to fupply the blanks he had left ia 
many of Ms tfeatiles, and 'to repair the <leii«* 
ciences in others occafioned by the^a^iog up* 
on them'of corroiive liqaors ; that, as he ha4 
been useful to die public dariag the whole 
cotti^ie >of his life* fo the ^aft 4H>tl^ions Jia 
left behind him., of theimpartantoedf which 
he was the -bed judg^, might «iiot pro^etufelefi 
after his deceafe. Thk was certainly aji in« 
ftance of learned patrioui{n> worthy of admi^ 
ration at leafl, and, if fach a genius (bould 
ever ariie again, of imitation. 

Among the other gi»eat -works winch, by 
llhis means, he gained time to finifh, there is 

Ereat reafort to believe, that one was A Col- 
r6tion of Elaborate Proccfles in Chemiftry ; 
concerning which he wrote a letter to a friend 
which is ftifll extant, but the piece ^tfelf waa 
never publiihed, nor fome other curious tradta 
relating to the fame (ubje^^, found amongft 
his papers ; which .has been confidered as aa 

irrepara- 
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irreparable lafs to focb as have a fondaefs for 
;thefe kiod of ftudite. 

In 16909 he pubiiihed his MedecinA Hydxo^ 
Aadca : or, Hydroftadcs applied to the Ma- 
teria Medka : ibewing how, by the Weight 
4hat divers Bodies ufed io Phyfic hav€ in Wa« 
Mter, one may.difcover whether theyrbe^fiaminQ 
4>r adulterate. To which is fubjcined, A 
previous ^Hydrofiatical Way of eilimatiag Ores. 
iHe ioforms us, in the poftfcr^pt of thi^ trea* 
tifcj that he had prepared materials fufficient 
for a fecond voluipe, which he promifed, but 
it never- appeared. He publi(hed, however^ 
ithis year, another mod excelleat work, which 
Jbore the following titk : The Chrtftian Vir- 
Ijaofo; ihewing, that, -by being ^ addi£kd to 
JExperimental rhilofophy, a man is rather af* 
^ed than indifpofed to be a good Chriftian* 
The firft Part. To which are fub}oined, I. 
A Difcourfe about the diftin^on that repre-» 
^feots fome things as above reaibn» but not 
jcontrary to reafon. IL The firft Chapters of 
a DifcQurfe^ entitled, Greatnefs of Mind pro* 
noted by Chriftianity. Tn the advercifemeoc 
prefixed to this work, he mentions A Second 
Part of the Chriflian Virtttofo ; which he had 
begun, and which is aftuaily publifhed in the 
hiSi edition of his works ; that is to fay, im- 
perfe£l, as he left it, wich.^n Appendix to the 
£rft part. 

He communicated, about this time* to Mr^. 
pe la Crofe^t ^ very ingenious gentleman, wha 

publUhed 
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pubiiihed a periodical work, entitled, Tlie 
Hiftory of Learning : An Account of ibme 
Obfervations made in the Congregation of 
Water?, by lowering Bottles down into the 
Sea, fix hundred feet deep from the Surface^ 
This experiment was made on the fecond of 
January, 1677-8, by a captain of a man of 
war, a man of very good fcnfe, in the preience 
cf a great many other perfons ; and was, ia 
the judgment of Mr, Boyle, a thing of too 
great value to be lofl,' and therefore he toolt 
this method of preferving it. * ' 

We are now come to the very lafV of hi* 
works publiOied in his life- time, which was in 
thefpring of thejear 1691, and bore this t>. 
t^e, Experimenta et Obfervationes Phyficse* 
wherein are briefly treated of ieveral fubjedh 
relating to Natural PhilofopKy, in an experiw 
mental Way. To which is added, A imall 
Colleftion of Strange-Reports. This is called, 
in the title-page, The Fitft Part; andamongft 
his papers there were found the Second and 
Third Parts ; but whether compleab or not *l 
cannot fay. * 

About the entrance of the fummer of the 
yearlail mentioned, he began to fee! fuch an 
alteration in his health, as induced him ta 
think of fettling his affairs ; and accordingly, 
©n the eighteenth of July, he figned and 
fealed his lall will, to \yhich he afterwards. 
Iddad (ev'eral codicils^ 

. IJrv 
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in the month of Odober foHowii^, his 
'«li0empers encreafed ; which might, perhaps^ 
be owing to hid lender concern for the tediotw 
iJlnefs of his dear iifter the lady Ranelaghy 
with whom he had lived many years in th« 
fi;reate{l harmony and fnendftiip, and whoie 
mdifpofition brought her to the grave on; the 
twenty-third of December following. She. 
was, in all refpe^S) a mod accomplimed ai>d 
moft extraordinary woman ; fo that her bro- 
ther migh« very joAly j^Heem, it the peculiar 
felicity of his life that <he had fuch a fifler> 
amdy in her, (o ufeAil •a friend, and (o agreea« 
ble a companion. 

He did not furvive her above a week, for, 
oil the lall day of the year 1691, or, as moft 
authors account it, on Wednefday, the thir- 
tieth of December, at three quarters pail 
twelve at night, he departed this life, in the 
&cty> fifth year of his age ; and was buried, 
on the fevenfth of January following, at the 
upper end of the fouth fide- of the chancel of 
St. Martin's in the Fields, in Weftminfter> 
near the body o This beloved filler Catheiine, 
vi(countefs Ranelagh. « 

His funeral was decent, and a.s much with- 
out pomp as it was poflible, confidering the 
number of perfoos of diflin^ion that attended 
it, bc^es his own numerous relations. His 
funeral'fermon was preached by Dr. Gilbert 
Burnet, bifhop of Sarum; and there aie many 
who think his performance on that oc^afion the 
beft he ever publiftied. 

As 
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As CD die perfon of this great man, we are 
told that Mr. Boyle was tall but (lender^ and" 
hk countenance pale amd Ctotfciated. Hif 
cottiBttttioti was fo tender and delicate, that he- 
hmd divere forts of cloaks to- pat on when he' 
went abroad, according to the teffiperatare of 
the air ; and in this he governed hioifelf by 
the tberraometer.' He eicaped, indeed, the 
imall-pox dating his life ; bat, for a^ntoft 
forty yearsy he laboured under fach a feeble- 
iti^s of body, and fuch lowne& of ^ngth 
and fpirits, that it wa« allomfliing how ho 
conld readi meditate, try experiments, »i^ 
write, as he did. He had like wi(e a weak.^ 
^ nefs in his eyes, which mz6e him very tender 
6f them, and extremely apprehenfive of facb\ 
diftempers as might aCedb them* He imagined- 
2^fo,'tnat, if iickneis (hould confine himF to^ 
his bed, it might raife the pwns of the flcme' 
to a degree which might be above his ilrength 
to fupport, fo that he feared left his iaft mi- 
nutes (hould prove too hard fbV him. This- 
was the ground of all the caution and appre« 
henfion he was obferved to live in i bur, as to 
life itfelf, he had that juft indiiierence t<S it 
which became Co true a Chriftia^n. However, 
his fight began not to grow dim above four 
hours before he died ; and, when death came 
Upon him, he had not been above^ three houre 
in bed before it made an end' of htm, ^dx 
fo little pain, that it was plain the light went 
out merely for want of oil to midntain the 
flame. 

Tb« 
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, The fimplicity of his diet wm, in all ap* 

fearance, that which pcieferved him fo long 
eyond air inen'9 expedadoa* This he prac*" 
tiled To ftii£Uy» that, in a. courfe of abovtf 
thirty years^ he neither eat or draak tO: gra^ 
tify the. varieties of appetite* but merely. M^ 
fiipport natare ; and wa$ fo regular in it» thao 
lie never onc^ tranfgre&d the rule» jaeafarCfi 
and kind, which were preicribed him^ 

la his firH addrelTes, ^hen he wai to ^alr 
or anfwer* he fometiroesheiitaled a little xa«( 
ther than hammered, or repc^ated the iamo 
word ; and this, as it rendered hiin ilow and' 
deliberate, fo* after the firft effort, he pro* 
ceeded without the leaft interruption in hia 
difcourfe* 

. He was never married ; but Mr, Evelyn; 
^2A aiTured, that he courted the beautiful and> 
Ingeiuous daughter of Gary» earl of Mon«« 
mouth; and that to this paffion.was owingf* 
ills Seraphic Love: but it does not appear, 
from any of his writings, that he had ever en* 
tertained thoughts of this kind. To fay the^ 
truth, he feems to have been perfuaded that> 
lie was born for nobler purpofes than the ordi- 
nary lot of men; or, atleaft, if he was not 
(o, perfuaded, his adioas were fuch as may fo 
perfuade us. 

We have^ by the help of thofe iaduftrious 
and worthy perfons who bad provided the ma« 
terials, followed hira from his infancy to the 
grave, with that degree of wonder, reverence^ 
and refpe^, which his knowledge, virtue, 

and 
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aod' piety, demand. The learned prelate 
wln> preached kis faneral fcrmoit, and one* who 
ieldom wanted words when he meant to de- 
fer! be any chara6er> owns himielf at a lofs in 
the performance of this laft duty to Mr Boyle. 
We may, therefore, with 'greater reafon cx- 
cufe ourfclves, aswell on account of the gfeat 
length of this amcle, as the difficulties that 
lie in the way of framing a charadler for one, 
whofe memory^ like the paintings of a great 
Hiafter, has been nteliorated by time/ and is 
.BOW, not the object barely of admiration, but 
of veneration alfo. He was a .nan, who, in 
the beginning of his life, raifed fucb hopes as 
hurt themfehres, for thofe who confsdered him. 
mod attentively, fcarce thought it poffible that 
they (hould be anfwered, and yet, without fear 
of flattery, we may affirm, that thefe, even 
thefe, hopes, were exceeded. He attained the 
vigour of his age in thofe deplorable times, 
when the Church and State lay buiied in con- 
fo(ion, which gave him fo true a notion of the 
vanity of titled and the danger of power, that 
he not only never courted either, but was in- 
duftrious in Aiunning both. He made philofo- 
phy the bu£nefs of his life, from the two noblefl 
motives^ man could poffibly conceive, the de- 
fire of doing good to others, and of manifefl-- 
ing the goodnefs of that Divine Being who 
is the parent of all. Yet, full of thefe Tenons 
and fablime intentions, he not only condes- 
cended to behave^ in all the common offices 

of 
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t)f life, like other men, but even with apecc* 
Kar civility, which he fliewed efpecially to- 
wards foreigners, by whom he was often vi- 
fited, and who neVer went away from him but 
,with full fatisfaftion. 

His temper was naturally hafty ; bat he 
correded this fo early in his youth, that, 
except now and then in his countenance^ it 
was never difcerned afterwards. The fweet- 
nefs of his difpofition, and that meeknefs of 
mind which difcovered iifeff in all he did, 
never led him into any of thofe fanlts which 
ufually attend the excefs even of thofe ami- 
able qualities. He could be warm when 
there was a proper occafion for warmth 5 that 
is, in the caufe of truth, which he always vi- 
goroufly defended; and we have an iriftance 
of his zeal for the eflentials of religion, of 
which it Would be an injury done his fame 
not to take notice. 

As great as Mr. Boyle's moderation and 
charity was, in refpedt 10 all the difl'erent 
fedls in which Chriftianity was divided, yet 
he was a' conftant member of the church of 
England, and went to no f^parate aflemblies; 
but, fome time before the reftoration, either 
out of curiofity, or, perhaps, from fome more 
weighty motive, he went to Sir Henry' Vane's 
houfe in orjder to hear him, wifo, at that 
time, was at the head of a fedil who called 
themfelves Seekers : neither was this vific of 
his attended with any difappointment, for he 
there heard him preach, in a large thronged 
'Vol. VIII. G room. 
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room, a long iermon on tbe text of Dm. 
xu, 2. And many of them that fleep in tbe 
dud of 4he earth (hall awake; fome to ever- 
laliioglife, and ibme to (bame and everlaHifig 
contempt. 

The whole fcope of Sir Henry's fermoa 
wai to ihew, that many doctrines of religiov, 
that had long been dead and buried in tbe 
world, ihould, before the end of it, be 
awakened into life; and, that many falfe 
dodrines, being then likewife revived, fhoiild, 
by the power of truih, be then doomed to 
ihame and everlafting contempt. 

When Sir Henry had concluded liis dif- 
courfe, Mr. Boyle fpoke to this eHed to him 
before the people : That, being informed, 
that, in fuch private meetings, it was not 
uncuilomary for any one of the fpeakers or 
hearers, who was unfatisfied «bout any mat- 
ters there uttered, to give in his obje^lions 
againft them, and to prevent any miflakes in y 
the Speakers or hearers, he. thought himself 
obliged, for tbe honour of God's truth, to 
fay, 1 hat this place in Daniel, being tbe 
cleared one in all tbe Old Tedament, for the 
proof of the refuriedlion, we ought not to 
fuiFer the meaning of it to evaporate into al- 
legory ; and the rather, iince that inference is 
made by our Saviour in the New Teflament, 
by wa) of ailerting the refurredion from that 
place of Daniel in the Old : and, that, if it 
ihould be denied that the plain and genuine 
meaning of thofe worda in the prophet, is to 

afieit 
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•afierc the refurreftion of dead bodies, he was 
' ready to j>rove it to be fo, both out of the 
words of the text and context in the original 
language, and from the beft expo/itors, both 
ChrilHjQ and Jewiih. But th^t, if this b^ 
not denied, and Sir Henry's difcourfe of the 
refurredion of do^rines true and falfe, wa.9 
deiigned bv him only in the way of occafional 
meditations from thofe words in Daniel, and 
not to enervate the literal fenfe as the genuine 
one, then he had nothing further to fay. 

Mr, Boyle then fitting down, Sir Heniy 
rofe up, and faid, that his dilcour/e was only 
in the way of foch occaiional meditations, 
which he thought edifying to the people ; 
and declared, that he agreed that the literal 
ienfe of the words was the reforredion of dead 
bodies . and fo that meeting broke np. 

Mr.*Boyle afterwards ipeaking of this con- 
ference to Sir Peter Pett, obferved, that Sir 
Henry Vane, at that time, being in the height 
of his authority in the ftate, and his auditors 
at' that meeting, confiding chiefly of depend- 
ants on him, and expe£lants from him, the 
fear of loHng his favour would, probably, 
have retrained them from contradidling any of 
his interpretations of fcripture, how ridiculous 
focver. *' But I," faid Mr. Boyle, « having" 
no little awes of that kind upon me, thought 
aiyfelf bound to enter the lifts with him, as I 
did, that the fenfe of the fcriptures might not 
be depraved," ^ 

G t The 
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The extenfivenefs .of his knowledge fuN 
pafTed every thing but his modefty, and hk 
deiire of cotnmunicating it; which appears 
equally in all Ris compoiitions ; for in them we 
may difcern his fear of offending,, and his fear 
of concealing ; and this, not from any timid 
apprehenfions of oppofition, but from a bene- 
volent inclination to inflrudl without fcfrerity, 
and to paVt with wifdom as freely as he had 
received it. 

He had the juftell conception of truth thtt 
the human mind can frame,* fo cautious in ex- 
amining and reporting, ^s to avoid, in the 
opinion of all true judges, the leaft imputatioa 
of credulity ; afid, on the other hand, fo well 
acquainted with the power of nature, that he 
never prefumed tfo fet any limits thereto, or 
hindered any acceffion of knowledge^ by that 
fort of incredulity which fometimes attends fu- 
perior learning. In a word, confidered in 
every light, as a man, as a philofopher, as a 
Chriftian, became as near perfedlion as the 
defedls of human nature would allow.; and, 
though he never fought it, yet the moft uni- 
verfal praife, both at home and abroad, waited 
on his labours living, and have conftantly at- 
tended his memory ; for it may be truly faid, 
that never any fame was more unqueftioned 
than that of Mr. Boyle's boih was and is; and 
v^e may, wiih great fafety, add, that, as hers 
the peculiar honour of his family, and the 
great glory of this nation, fo foreign'ers, wh« 

' cannot 
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cannot contend with us in thefe points, endea- 
vour to outvie us in their commendations. 

In treating this fubjeft, we have, perhaps,, 
gone too far ; but whoever confiders it attea» 
lively, will eafily excufe a fault that it was al- 
moft impoilible not to commit ; and for which 
we can only atone by confefling, that all we 
have 6r could fay, is fo much below his merits 
that it fefves only to exprefs our fenfe of it, 
and our de£re * of rendering him that juftice, 
which, without abilities ec^ual to his own, caiv 
»cver be performci 
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TheLIFEof 

JohnTillotson. 

DOCTOR. John Tillotson, archbifhop 
of Canterbury, was defended of a fa- 
mily antiently of the nameof Tilfton, of Til- 
,ilon, in Chefbire, the ancedor of which was 
Nicholas de. Tilfton^ lord of the manor of 
Tililon, from whom defcended Nfcholas de 
Tilfton, in the ninth year of king Edward III. 
Thedo6lor*s father was Mr. Robert Tillotfbn^* 
a confiderablc clothier, of Sowerby, in* the 
pariih of Hallifax, in the county of. York» 
where he was born, at a houfe called Haugh, 
about the end of September, or beginning of 
Odlober, 1630^ and baptized there on the 
third of Oftober: his mother being Mary, 
(the daughter of Thom^as Dpbfpn, a gentle- 
man of the fame place) a woman of excellent 
charader, but unhappy, for many years of her 
life, in the lofs of her underflanding. Both 
his parents were nonconformiAs. 

After he had, with a quick proficiency, 
paired through the grammar- fchdols, and at- 
tained a ikillin the learned languages, fupe- 
i^ior to hi^ years, he was fent to Cambridge^ 
in the year 1647, at the age of feventeen, an< 
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admitted penfioner of Clare- hall, on the 
twenty-third of April that year; and into the 
matriculaof that uAiverfity on the firftof July 
following, where he com-menced batchelor 
of arts at midfummer, 1650 ; and mafter of 
arts in 1654; having been cholen-fellow of 
has college about the twenty feventh of No- 
vember, 1651. 

His firi^ education and ipipreflions were 
among thofe who were then called Puritans, 
but of the bed fort ; and yet, even before his - 
mind was opened to clearer thoughts, he felt 
fomewhat within him that difpofed him to 
larger notions and a better temper^ The 
books which *were put into the hands of thr 
youth a't that time, being generally heavy, he 
cou-ld fcarce bear them, even before he knew 
better things ; but he foon met with the im* 
nertal work of Mr. Chilltngwprth. This 
admirable book gave his mind the ply that ic 
held ever after, and put him upon a true . 
feent. 

He was ibon freed from his fir (I prejadices^ 
or, rather, he was never maftered by them ; 
yet be ftill adhered to that ftridnef^ of life 
to which he was bred,- and retained a jull va- 
lue and due tendiernefs for the men of that 
perfuafion \ and by the ilrength of his reafon, 
together with the clearnefs of his principles, • 
brought over more ieribus perfons from their . 
fcrupies to -the communion of the church of 
England, and fixed more in it^ than^ny man» 
perhaps, of that time, 
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As he got into a new method of ftudy, Co 
he entered into friendfhips with fome great 
men, which contributed not a little to the 
perfeding his own mind. But that which 
pave him his laft finilhing, was his clofe and 
long friendfhip with Dr. John Wilkins, after- 
wards bifhop of Chcftcr. He went into ait 
the beft things that were "in that great man, 
but fo that he perfefted every one of them : 
for, though bilhop Wilkins had more general 
knowledge, yet Dr. Tillotfon was the greater 
divine; and, if the former had more flame^ 
the latter was ,more correcl. 

Mr. Tillotfon left his college in 1656, or 
1657, according to Dr. Hickes, who informs 
us, that he was invited by Edmund Prideaux, 
eiq. of Ford-abbey, jn Devonihire, to inllrud 
his fon. This gentleman had been commif- 
fioner of the great- fcaj under the long-parlia- 
ment, and was then attorney- general to 
Oliver Cromwell, the protedlor; but how long 
Mr. Tillotfon lived with Mr. Prideaux, or 
whether till tl at gentleman's deceafe, on the 
nineteenth of AuguH, 165:9, does not appear. 

He was in London at the time of the death 
of the proteftor Oliver, on' the third of Sep-' 
tember, 1658; and, about a week after, was 
prefent at a very remarkable fcene at the pa- 
lace at Whitehall : for happening to be there 
on a faft-day of the houftiold, he went, out of 
curiofity, into the prefence-chamber, where 
the folemnity was kept ; and faw there, on 
the oae fide of a table, the new protedlor 

placed 
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jdaced with the reft of (lis family; and oh the 
other fix preachers ; among whom were Dr. 
John Owen, dean of ChriftcKurch, in Oxford^ 
Dr. Thomas Goodwin, prefident of Magda* 
tett-college ; Mr. Jofeph Caryl,., author of the 
voluminous commentary on Job, andreflorof 
St, Magnus in London ; and Mr. Peter Steny, 
The bold tallies of enthufiafm which Mr. Til- 
lotfon heard upon this occafion,'wer€ fufHcient 
^o difgufl a man kfs difpofed to it than he was 
both by temper and principles. God was, in 
a manner, reproached with the deceafed pro- 
tedtor's fervices, and challenged for taking 
'him away fo Xoon. Dp. Goodwin, who had. 
pretended to aflure them, in a prayer, a very 
jew minutes before he expired, that he was 
not to die, had now the affurance to fay to 
God, *• Thou hall deceived us, and we were- 
deceived." And Mr. Steny, praying far Ri- 
chard, ufed thefe indecent words, next to. 
blafphemy, *' Make him the brightnefs of the 
father's glory, and the exprefs image of liis^ 
perfon.'* 

iTie time of Mr. Tillotfon's entering inta 
holy-orders, and by whom he was ordained, 
are faiSls we have not been able to determine ; 
but his firft' fermon which appeared in prints 
was preached at the morning exercife at Crip- 
plegate, on Matth. vii, 13. At the time of 
preaching this fermon he was ftill among the 
Prefbyterians,. whofe commiffioners he at- 
tendedy though as an auditor only, at the 
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Savoy I for the review of the Liturgy, in July, 
1661 ; but he immediately fubmitted to the 
a£t of uniformity, which commenced on St. 
Bartholomew's day, in. the year enfuine.. 

The firft office in the church in which we 
find him employed after the reiloration, was 
that of curate at Cheihunt, in Hertfordfliire^ 
in the years 1661 and 1662. Here Mr. TiU 
lotfon is faid, by his mild and gentle behavi- 
our, and perfuafive eloquence, to have pre-* 
vailed with an Oliverian foldier, who preached 
among the AnabaptiUs in that town in a red 
coat, and was much followed, to defift from 
that, and betake himfelf to fome other employ- 
ment. 

The (hort diftance of Chefliunt from London, 
allowing him frequent opportunities of vifiting 
his frends in that city, he was frequently in* 
vited into the pulpits there. And on the 
fifteenth of December 1662 he was eledled 
xniniiler of the adjoining parifli of St. Mary 
Aldermanbury, by the pariihoners, in whom 
the right of choice is invefted. But Mr, 
TiUotTon declined the acceptance of tha^ li- 
ving, however he did not continue long witb* 
out the offer of another benefice, which h^ 
accepted, being prefented in June 1663 to the' 
redlory of Ketton or Keddington, in. the coun- 
ty of Suffolk, worth two hundred pounds a 
year. But fhortly after, being called to Lon- 
don, by the fociety of Lincoln*s-inn, to be 
their preacher; which invitation was fo agree* 

able 
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able to Mr. Tillotfon, that be determined ta 
fettle himfelf intirely, among them, and tho' 
in the intervals of the terms he could have gi« 
ven a large part of the year, to his parifh in 
Snffolk ; yet fo ftridl was he to the paftoral 
care in point of refidence^ that he Kefigned 
that living, even when his income in London 
conid (carce fupport him. The reputation, 
w^hich his preaching gained him in fo confpi- 
co^Qs a ftation as that of Lincoln's inn, re- 
Commended htm the year following, to' the 
truftees of the Tuefday lecture, at St. Law- 
rence Jewry, founded by Elizabeth vifcoun- 
tefs Camden. And there he was commonly 
attended by a numerous audience, brought 
together from the remoteft parts of the metro- 
polis, and by a great concourfe of clergy, who 
came thither to form their minds. The high • 
reputation of Dr. John Wilkins, ^d the 
ihteceft of Viiliers duke of Buckingham* , 
having at laft, notwithflanding the oppofitior> 
of archbiihop Sheldon, and other great mtn 
of the church, induced the king to advance 
him to a biihopric. Dr. Tillotfon was deHred 
to preach t;he fermoQ on Sunday the fifteenth of 
November 1668, in the chapel at Ely-houfe.. 
Dr, Tillotfon was now related to bifliop Wil- 
kins, by the marriage' of his daughter in-law^ 
Elizabeth French, who was neice to Oliver 
Cromwell, however, his averfnefs to foiicita* 
tion, did not prevent his merit from having 
juilice done it, by the interell which it gained 
him even at ^ourt> as well as in the city, for 
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upon the promotion of Dr. Peter Gunning to^ 
the bifliopric of Chichefter, in February 
ih 1669-70, inVhe room of Dr Henry King*^ 
he was collated to the prebend of the fecond'' 
Hail in the cathedral of Canterbury, which 
, had been held by the new bifliop, and was 
admitted to it on the fourteenth of March* 
He kept this prebend till he was advanced to 
the deanry of that church, in Oftober 1672 # - 
Nor was Canterbury the only cathe4ral, in 
which Dr. Tillotfon was preferred, for 6a 
the eigthteenth of December 1675, he iva» 
pre fen ted to the prebend of Ealdland, in that 
of St, Paul's London, which he refigned for 
that at Oxgate, and a refidentiarylhip in the 
fame church, on the fourteenth of February, 
1677-8. This laft preferment was obtained 
for him by the intereft of his friend Dr. John 
Sharp, afterwards archbifhop of York, The 
friendfhip between the dean and Dr, Sharpe 
was uccofioned by an accidental meeting upon 
thisoccafion. Mr. Jofhua Tillotfon the dean's * 
brother, was a wet and dry falter, or oilman, 
in London, pf which trade was the doctor's 
father, Mr. Thomas Sharp at Bradford in 
Yorkfhire. The Dr, returning from thence, 
into Sir Heneage Finch's family, with a bill 
drawn on Mr. Jofhua Tilloton, happened 
to meet at his houfe Dr. Tillotfon who 
finding Mr. Sharp to be his countryman, 
and a young clergyman fetting out into 
the world, being above fourteen years 
younger than himfelf, with his ufual goodnefs 
.nd civility^ took particular notice of him, and 
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after Tome con verfation gave Mr. Shaip leave 
to come freely to his houfe, whenever he 
pleafedy and to have recour/e to ^ him as often 
as ke thought it might be ferviceable to him.^ 
Mr. Sharp judged this a moil fortunate inter- 
view; and himfelf extremely happy in fo va-. 
luable an acquaintance, and ever after fpoke 
with pleafure of this incident. The dean of 
Canterbury had now been ibme years chaplain 
- to king Charles 11^ though his majefly had 
no kindnefs for him, according to the fuggef- 
tion of biftiop Burnet, admitted by Dr. Hickes. 
But to whomfoever he owed his preferments, 
which can only be confidered as the ju ft re- 
wards of his extraordinary merits, they had no 
other effedl upon him, than to enlarge his ca- " 
pacity of doing good. He neither flackened 
his labours, nor advanced his fortunes by 
them, but gave as much of his time and la- 
bours to his cathedral, as could agree with 
his other obligations. And all that he defi- 
red afterwards upon the revolution was fuch 
a change of his deanry of Canterbury for that 
of St. Paul's, as conliderably leflened his in- 
come^ by the refignation of his refidentiary. 
Ihip of the latter, but delivered him from the 
invidious load of having two dignities. The 
rife of his intereft with the prince and prin- 
cefs of Orange, with the confequence of it in 
his advancement to the fee of Canterbury, has 
been afcribed to an accident, which is fuppo- 
fed to have happened in the year 1677, and is 
thus reprefented by one of our hiftorians as 

drawn 
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drawn from a manufcript account taken front 
archbifhop Tilloifon*fe own mouth. That the- 
match between that prince and princefs, being 
made upon political views* agattift the will of 
the duke of York, and not with the hearty li- 
king of the king, the country party as they 
were then calJea, were exceedingly pleaie^' 
and elevated, and after the lord mayor's fcaft^ 
a fecret defign was laid to invite the new mar* 
rted couple into the city, and a public and ib* 
lemn entertainment to be made far them. To 
prevent this, the court hurried both the bride 
and bridegroom, as fad as they could, oat of 
town, fo that they departed with fuch preci- 
pitation, that they bad fcarce time to make 
any provifion for their journey. Their fer- 
vants and baggage went by the way of Har- 
wich, but the prince and princefs by Canter- 
bury road, where they were to lye till the wind' 
was fair, and the yatdit ready to fail with- 
them. Being arrived at Canterbury, they re- 
paired to an inn, and no good care being ta^ 
ken in their hade to feparate what was need* 
ful for their journey, they came very meanljr 
provided, thither. Monf. Bentinck, who at- 
tended them, endeavoured to borrow fome* 
plate and money of the corporation for their 
accommodation, but upon grave deliberation, 
the mayor and body proved to be really afraid 
to lend them either. Dr. Tillotfbn deati of 
Canterbury, at that time in reiidence there, 
hearing of this, immediately got together all 
his own plate> and other that he borrowed, 

together 
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together with a good number of guineas^, and 
allochernecefTaries for them, and went dire£ti)r 
to the inn to Monf. Bentinck, and offered him 
all that he had got,, and withal complained, 
that they did not come to the deanry, where 
the royal family ufed to lodge, and heartily in- 
viced them flill to go thither, where they might 
he fore of a- better accommodation. This 
X^k they declined, but the money, plate, and 
the reft were highly acceptable to them. Upon 
this, the dean was carried to wait upon the 
prince and princefs, and his great intereil fbon 
brought others to attend upon them. ** Bf 
this lucky accident, adds the account, he be« 
gan that acquaintance and the correfpondence 
with the prince and Monf. Bentinck, which 
yearly encreafed to the very revolution, when 
both Monf, Bentinck^ had great occaiion for 
' him and his friends, on his own account, as 
well as the prince himfelf, when he arrived 
at the crown. And this was the triie fecret 
ground, pn which the bilhop of London » 
(whofe qualities and fervices feemed to intitle 
him without a rival, to the archbilhopric) was 
yet fet afide, and Dr. TiUotfbn advanced over 
his head ". But this folemn and circumftantial 
flory, when examined, will be found liable to 
great exceptions. The fudden death of his 
. fecond brother, Mr. Jolhua Tillotfon> by 
vomiting of blood, on the iixteenth of Sep- 
tember 1678, afieded him in a vtry feniible 
manner, and being unwilJing to (hock his fa- 
ther» then at his houfe at Sowerby, with tbe 
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abrupt cotnmunication of it^ wrote the fame 
iday to his kinfman Mr. Timothy Bcntley, de- 
firing him to acquaint him with thelofs of his^ 
fbn^ and to intreat him, <(< to bear it with pa- 
tience, andfubmiiliQn to the will of God, and< 
to comfort himfelf, as I, fays he, defire to do^ 
with the hope of meeting and enjoying him in 
a better life '*. The difcovery of the popffh. 
plot in September 1678, of which the reality^ 
or at lead extant has been fince treated as one-, 
of the greateft problems in hillory, hiving gi- 
ven great alarm to the parliament,, which met:: 
on the twenty firll of Odober, a few days af- 
ter the murder of Sir Edmunbury Godfrey*, 
the dean wab appointed to preach before the 
Houfe of Commonfi, on the fifth of Novembeir 
following. His text was Luke ix. 55, ^b^ 
and the defign of his difcoarfe was to fhew,. 
that a revengeful^ cruel, and deftrudive fpi- 
rit is diredly contrary to the defign and tem- 
per of the gofpel, and not to be excufcd upon* 
any pretence of zeal for God and. religion. Jn 
the conclufion he makes an application of that 
dodiine to the occafion of the day, by expo- ~ 
fing the principles and pra^iiees of the church^ 
of Rome, and particularly in the gan-powder 
trea&Qjiplot,. avowed by the authors, who ex- 
prefTed a concern for its ill fuccefs, as appear- 
ed by the original papers and letters of Sir 
Edward Digby, then m the dean's hands. 
• He had not long after this an occafion to^ 
improve thefe confiderations, concerning the 
nature and Cendaticy of popery, to the difen* * 
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gaging a young nobleman of great parts from 
the profciTion of it, in which he liad beea 
educated. This was Charles earl of Shrews- 
bury, created a duk3f by king William, to 
whom he was fecretary otftate, having had a 
confiderable fliare in the revolution, and ia 
the latter end of whofe reign he retired t# 
Italy for his health, where he continued, till 
about the year 17 10, when he returned to 
England, and joined the new miniftery, not^ 
withftanding which he wys again made lord 
chamberlain to kingGebi^c I, aa he had been 
to queen Anne, and died on the firft of Febru- 
ary 1717-18. His lordlhip was led fnto att 
inquiry into his firft religion, by the difcove- 
ry of th« popiih plot and was foon made fea- 
fible of its errors and corruptions, by fo thorough 
a matter of that fubjeft as the dean of Canter- 
bury, whom he attended for the firft time, at 
the public worftiip in Lincok*s-inn chapel, oa 
Sunday the fourth of May 1679. 

The difcovery of .the Rye-houfe plot, ia 
June the fame year 1683, opened a very me- 
lancholy fccne, in which the dean had a- large 
fhareofdiftnefs on account both of his friend* 
ihips and his concern for the public. One of 
the principal objcAs of his follicitudfi.and anx- 
iety, was William lord Ruflel, eldeft fon of 
William earl, and after the revolution, duke 
of Bedford. His lordftiip having (hewn fo. 
warm a.zeal for the bill of exclufion, which 
Jie had moved for in the houfe of commons, 
ia the beginning of November i68o> had lit« 
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metrkf who had at firft refufed to give her con "^ 
font to it, as prejudi^|l to her own right* 
Her favourite, the ]^|flMirchin, afterwards, 
datchefs of Marlbo^^^P accordingly took 
great pains to promot^R princefles's prtten- 
iions. Bot that lady foon .finding, that all 
endeavours of this kind, would be inefFeflual, 
that all thepHiicjpfal men, excejjt the Jacobites 
were for the king, a«d that the fettlement 

* would be carried m parKamenc, whether h€F^ 
joyal highnefs would lor not, and being fearful 
about every thing, which the princefs did 
while ihe was thought to be advifed by her 
bdy (hip, fhc could not fati^fy her own mind^ 
till ihe had confulted with fereral perfons of 
Uttdifputed wifdom and integrity, and particu- 
latly with thie lady Ruffcl, and: the dfean of 
.Canterbury. She found them all unanimous- 
in the expediency of the fettlement pfopofed,, 
as things were then iituated,, and therefore 
carried the dean to the princefs, who, upon 
v^hat he {aid to her, took care, that no diftur- 
bance (hould be made by her pretended friend's 
the Jacobites, who had preffed her earneftly 
to form an oppolition^ The dean was admit- 
ted into a high degree of favour and confidence 
with lang William and queen Mary, before 
the latter of whom he preached at Whitehall,, 
on. the eighth of March 1688-9, his fermon. 

^ concerning the forgivenefs of injuries, and a- 
gainft revenge, as he did on the fourteenth of ' 
/Vpril following, before both their majefties, at 
Hampton Courts, that, on the care of our 
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iovls, and the one thing needful. And on th^ 
twenty feventh of thq|ftponth, he was promo- 
ted to an oifice, M^k^quired his frequent 
attendance near tli|^^^fcilies perfons, being 
appointed clerk of ^H|^t to the king. The 
^efuial of archbifhop^ncroft, to acknowlege 
the government aftb^eir majefties, made it ne* 
ceilary to look owt^i'^fttCceiTor to him^. The 
king foon fixed upon' the dean 6f Canterbury, 
for that parpofe, whofe defircs and ambitioii 
had extended no farther than . the exchange of 
his deanry for that of St. Paul's, vacant by 
the promotion of Dr, Stillingflcet to the bi- 
ihopric of Worcefter, upon the death of Dr. 
Thomas. This was readily granted him in 
September 16899 and he was infialled on the 
twenty firft of Novctnben It was indeed a 
-coniiderable diminution of his income, as he. 
refigned at the fame time, the refidentiaryfhip 
of St. Pauls. Hut he chofe, as has been al*- 
Tcady obferved, to diiburthen hirfifelf of the 
load, and envy of holding two dignities toge- 
ther. Yet however fatisfied he was in that Si- 
tuation, his majelly would jiot let him reft^ 
til) he fubmitted to a much higher poll, to 
ivhich he had an almoft . inconquerable aver<« 
iion. 

Dr. TiHotfon had been in ftriO attendance 
'at court in his office of clerk of the clofet for 
ten weeks till towards the beginning of Sep- 
tember FJ89, when he obtained leave to retire 
for fome days, to his houfe at Edmonton^ 
whence he wrote on the tenth of that month 

to 
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to lady RuiTel^ eiving her an account of ike 
king's hnviDg givei^fcibifiiopric of Chichcf- 
ter to Dr. Patrick, jj^Bfedeanry of Peterbo- 
rou<>h to Dr. Ki^^^^Vhe redory of St. 



Paul's Covent-GaifHHPfo falliog into bis 
majefty's difpofal by tR promotions of the new 
bi(hop of Chichefter, d«an Tillotfon informed 
her ladyfliip, that he believed, that the king 
would not difpofe of that living but to one,' 
whom the earl of Bedford, the patron of it, 
fhould approve, and therefore a&cd her whe- 
ther his lordibip and (he would be willing 
that the earl of Nottingham fhould, mentioft 
to his majefty on that occafion Dr. John More. 
This divine was, after his advancement to the 
epifcopal dignity one of the moft eminent pa- 
trons of learning and learned men, in his time ; 
. and his name will be carried down to pofterityv 
h not only by his fermons publifhed by Dr. 

-Samuel Clarke, his chaplain, but by the curi- 
I rous and magnificent library colleded by him, 

and purchafed after his death, for fix thoufand 
I guineas by his late majefty, who prefented it 

I to the univerfity of Cambridge. He was born 

! at Harboftugh in Leicefterlhire, and educated 

at Clare-hall in that univerfity, where he took 
the degree of bachelor of arts in 1665, of 
matter in 1669, of dodlor of divinity in 1681. 
He was fellow of that college and chaplain to 
the chancellor Nottingham, and quitting the 
re(Slory of Blabyin Lcicefterfhirc, was collated 
to that of St. Auftin in London in December 
1687, and in Odober 1689 wai removed to 

that 
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tbatofSt. Andrews, which he held till July 
4 691, when he was CM^^ated bifhop of Nor- 
wich, in the ]:ooin4^H|William Lloyd« de« 
prived >for not takj^^^^pths, and July 1707, 
4ranflated to the feapH^, upon the death of 
Dr. Patrick. He okT^ou thirty firfi: of July 
1 7 149 at the age of fi^^ty eight In the fame 
letter, the dean takes notice of his- having fpo- 
ken to the king the Sunday be/ore, concerning 
Mr. Samuel Johnfon» and that his majefty 
ieemed well inclined to what he had moved 
ibr that divine,. b«t did not pofitively deter- 
mine to take that coarfe. This refers to ibme 
requed, which lady Ruflel had deiiredthe dean 
to make to his ntajefty in favour of Mr. John^ 
ion, for whom (he had great zeal out ofregand 
both to the memory of her hufband, whofe ^ 
chaplain he had been, and to the merit of his 
, writings and fufferings. 

The king had now fixed upon Dr. Tillot- 
ion for the fucceflbr to the fufpended archbi- 
ihop Sancroft, if the latter fhou Id incur, as he 
ieemed determined, a fentence of deprivation : 
And he communicated the intently to the 
dodor, when he kifled his majeft/f hand for 
the deam-y of St. Pauls. But this fad will be 
befl reprefented in the dean's own words, in 
his letter to lady Ruflel ; part of which, we 
ihall iniert here. And it is ojbfervable, that 
this letter is an unanfwerable confutation of a 
xeport, propogated to the difadvantage of bi- 
/hop Burnet , that he had a view himfelf to 
the archbiihopric, and that his difappoincment 

in 
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in that refpefl was the ground of an incurable 
refentment againft ajgtece, to whom he had 
been (o much oblid^^^kBat now begins my 
trouble. After ^ f^^^V^ ^^^ king's hand 
for the deanry ^t ^^mnPs, I gave^his ma- 
jefly my moil humble thanks, and told him^ 
chat now he had fetmeateaCe for the remain- 
der of my life. He replied, no fuch matter, 
I aflareyou: and fpoke plainly about a great 
place, wnich 1 dread to think of, and faid, it 
was neceifary for his fervice, and he mud 
-charge it upon my confcience* Juft as he had 
' iaid this, he was called to fupper, and I had 
only time to fay, that when his majefly' was 
at leifure, 1 did believe- 1 could fatisfy him,* 
that it would be moft for his fervice, that I 
Ihould continue in the ftation, in which he 
had now placed me. This hath brought me 
into a real difficulty. For on the one hand it 
is hard to decline his majefty's commands, 
and much harder yet to Hand out againfl fo 
much goodnefs, as his majefty is pleafed to ufe 
towards me. On the other, I can neither 
bring my inclination nor my judgement to k. 
This 1 owe to the biihop of Salisbury, one 
of ihe/worft and beft friends I know: Beft 
for his fingular good opinion of me : And 
the worft for diredtin^ the king to this method, 
which I know he did; as if his lordfhip and I 
had connefted the matter how to finifh this 
fooliih piece of diffimulation, in running away 
from a biihopric to catch an archbiffiopric. 
This fine device hath thrown me fo far into 

the 
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xhe briars^ that, withoac his majeKy'^ great 

f^o^ntfsf I. fhall njM^get off without a 
.ratd^dface. ^ ^ ^^B^ 

** And now I i^^^B your ladyfhip the 
bottom of my heart^Hnave, of a long time, 
I tbanjc God for it, devoted myfelf to the pub- 
tic (ervice, without any regard for .myfelf; 
and to that end have done the beft I could, in 
the bed manner I was able. Of late God 
bath been pleaied, by a very feverc way, but 
fxk gireat goodnefd to .me, to wean me p^fedtly 
frpm the •love of this world ; fo that worldly 
greatne^ is now not only undefireable, but 
diftafteful to me : and I do verily believe that 
I 0ial}l>e able to do as much or more good in 
my prefent Nation than in a higlier; and ihall 
not have one jet Ufs interedor inHuence upon 
any others to any good purpofe j for the pto- 
p\e naturally love a man that will take great 
, pains and little prelerment : h\j&f on the other 
hand, if I coiild force my inclination to take 
tliis great place, I forefee that I ihall fmk un- 
der it, and grow melancholy, and good for 
nothing ; . and j after a little while, die as a fool 
dies." 

l^he fee of Canterbury foon after becoming 
vacant by the deprivation of archbi^p San* 
croft, on the frrft of February, 163^ 90, the 
king continued, for feveral months after, his 
importunities to the dean for his acceptance of 
it ; which he (till endeavoured to avoid. In 
this fituation he wrote a letter to the lady Ruf- 
fel, wherein he tells her, 
. Vol. VIII H *« On 
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** On Sunday laft the king commanded me 
to wait upon him tl^ ^ext morning at 4^eB* 
fmgton. I did fo, anJI met with what I 
feared. His majeft3r4ik^cd 'his former gra- 
cious offer in fo pre{Iin|^ a manner, and with 
ib much kindnefs, that I hardly knew how to 
reiifl it« I made the beA acknowledgments I 
could of his undeferved grace and favour to 
me, and begged of him to co. fider all the 
confequences of the matter ; being welf af- 
fnredy that all that florm, which was raifed in 
convocation the lail year by thofe who will be 
the church of England, was upon my account; 
and that the bifhop of L-— — was at the bot* 
torn of it» out of a jealoufy that I might be a 
hindrance to him in attaining what he de/iresy 
and whaty I call God to witnefs, I would not 
have. 

<< And I told his majefty, that I was ftill 
afraid, that his kindnefs to me would be 
greatly to his prejudice, efpecially if he car- 
ried it fo hr as he was then pleafed to (peak. 
For I plainly faw they could not bear it, and 
that the efFedls of envy and ill-will towards 
me would terminate upon him.' 

" To which he replied, I'hat, if the thing 
were once done, and they &w no remedy, they 
would give over, and think of making the 
bed of it ; and therefore he muH deitre me to 
think ferioufly of it ; with other exprefTions 
not fit for me to repeat. To all which I an- 
fwered; That, in obedience to his majefty's 
commands, I would confider of it again, tho' 
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I was afraid I had already thought more of it 
than had done me good, and muft break thro' 
one of the greateft refohitions of my life, and 
facrifice, at once, all ^ffft&k and contentment 
of it ; which yet.I would force mylelf to do, 
were I really coi>vinced, that I ^as, in any 
meadsre, capable of doing his majeily and the 
public that fervice which he was pleafed to 
think I was. He fmiled, and faid, * You talk 
of trouble ; I believe you will have much more 
cafe in it than in the condition in which you 
now are.* Thinking not fit to fay more; I 
humbly took leave." 

To this letter her lady (hip returned an an* 
fwer which contributed mot a little to deter* 
mine him to acquiefce in the king's pleafure, 
if his majeily fiiould flill prefs him, who now 
infilled upon a peremptory anfwer. The re- 
fblt of this affair is mentioned at large in his 
letter to lady Ruflcl. 

*/ I went to Kenfington full of fear, but ye;t 
determined what was fit for me to do. 1 met 
the king coming oat of his clofet, and Silking 
if his coach was ready. ^ He took me afide, 
ani I told him, That>. in obedience to his 
majefty's command, I had confidered of the 
thing as well as I could, and came to give 
him my anfwer. I perceived his majeily was 
going out, and therefore defired him to ap- 
point me another time, which he did on the 
Saturday morning after. 

** Then I came again, and he took me into 
his clofet ^ where I told him, that I could not 

Hz but 
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but have a deep fenfe of hts majefly's great 
grace and favour to me, not only to offer me 
the bed thing he had to give, but to prefs it 
fo earneflly upon me*- I faid, I would not 
prefume to argue the matter any farther, but 
I hoped he would give me leave to be flill 
his humble and earned petitionee to (pare me 
in that thing. He anfwered, he would dofo, 
if he could ; but he knew not what to do, if 
I refufed it. Upon that I told him, that I 
tendered my life to him, and did humbly de- 
vote [it] to be difpofed of as he thought fit. 
He was gracioufly pleafed to fay, it was -the 
beft news had come to him this great while. < 
I did not kneel down to kifs his hand ; for, 
without that, I doubt I am too fure of it; but 
requelled of him, that he would defer the 
declaration of it, and let it be a fecret for 
ibme time. He faid he thought it might not 
be amifs to defer it till the parliament was 

** I begged farther of him, that he would 
not make me a wedge to drive out the prefent 
^rchbifhop ; that, fome time before I was no- 
minated, his majefty would be pleafed to de- 
clare in cpuncil, that, fince his lenity had not 
bad any better effefl^ he would wait no more, 
but would difpofe of their places. This, 1 
told him, I humbly defired, that I might not 
be thought to do any thing harfh, or which 
might refled^upon me ; for, now that his ma- 
jeily had thought fit to advance me tp this 
ftatioD, toy reputaVOA was become his intereiL 

He 
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He feid, he was fenfible of it, and thought it 
reafonable to do as I de fired, 

** I craved leave gf him to mention on€ 
thing more, which, in juftice to my family, 
efpecially my wife, I ought to do, that I ftiould 
be more than undone by the great And necef- 
fary charge of- coming into this place, and 
muft therefore be an humble petitioner to his 
majelly, that, if it (hould pleafe God to tdke 
me out of the world, that 1 muft unavoidably 
leave my wife a beggar, he would not fuffer 
her to be fo ; and that he wpuld gracioufly be 
pleafed tq confider, that the widow of an arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, which would now be 
an odd figure in England, could not decently 
h© fupported by fo little, as would have*con- 
tented her very well if I had died a dean. To 
this he gave a very gracious anfwer, * I promile 
you to take care of her.'* 
■ The king's nomination of the dean to the 
archbilhopric of Canterbury had been agreed 
between them to be poftponed till after th^ 
breaking up of the feflion of parliament, which, 
was prorogued on the fifth of January, 16901'; 
when it was thought proper to ^fer it ilill 
longer, on account of his majefty* voyage to 
Holland. 

While his majefty flayed in England, he 
was refolved to fill the vacant fees, from 
which he had been hitherto diverted by the 
dean's advice, who was reproached for it by 
the king at his return from Flanders, and 
was now obliged himfelf to confent to his 

H 3 majefty*s 
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inaje%'s nomination of him to the archbiihop- 
ric in council, on the twenty-third of April, 
1691, 

Immediately after this public declaration, 
he went to the deprived archbiibop, flill at 
Lambeth; and fent in his name by federal 
fervants, and fiayed a long time for an anfwer» 
but was forced, to return without receiving 
any ; an incivility which he had not at all de- 
ferved of his predeceflbr ; whofe reputation, 
integrity^ and wifdom, when afperfed by 
others, he had often vindicated to the king. 

The conge d'eflire being granted on thenrft 
of May, he was eledted on the fixteenth, con- 

• firmed on the twenty-eighth, and, having re- 
tired to his houfe on Saturday the thirtieth, 
which he fpent in fading and prayer, in the 
manner reprefented from his own account in 
fhort'hand at the end of his works» was con- 
fecraied the day following, being Whitfunday, 
in the church of St. Mary-leBow, by Dr. Pe- 
ter Mew, bifliop of Wim:hefler j Dr. William 
Lloyd, biibop of St. Afaph; Dr. Gilbert Bur- 
net, biihop of Sarum ; Dr. Edward Stilling- 
fleet, biihop of Worceller ; Dr. Gilbert Iron- 

' fide, bifliop of Briftol ; and Dr. John Hough, 
bifliop of Oxford ; in the prefence of Henry, 
duke of Norfolk ; Thomas, marquis of Car- 
marthen, lord- prefident of the council J Wil- 
liam, earl of Devonfliire; Charles, earl of 
Dorfet ; Charles, earl of Macclesfield ; Tho- 
mas, earl of Falconberg ; Robert, lord Lucas, 
and divers other perfonsof rank^ who attended 

the 
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the folemnity, to pxprefs the great efteem and 
leCpedi which they had for his grace, and the 
fatisfadion which they had in his promotion. 

The confccration fermon was preached, on 
Johnxxi. 17, by Mr. Ralph Barker, afterwards 
his chaplain, whom his grace had defired to 
perform that office. 

Four days after ^his confecration, on the 
fourth of June, he was fworn of the privy- 
council, and, on the eleventh of July, had a 
reftitution of the temporalities of hisTee. The 
queen likewife granted him all the profits of it 
from the Michaelmas preceding, which then 
amounted totwo thoufand live hundred pounds. 
He continued to live at the deanry of St. 
Paurs tin the latter end of the year 1691, and 
in the mean time built a large apartment at 
Lambeth houfe for his wife, repaired the 
whole, altered the windows and lights of the 
archbiihop's lodgings, alio wainfcotted many 
rooms, and made other improvements there ; 
which being finilhed, he removed thither, as 
appears from a memorandum in his own hand- 
writing, on the twenty-fixth of November, 
1691. 

The malice and party-rage, which he had 
felt the elFedts of before he was raifed to the 
archbifliopric, bfoke out with full force, upon 
his advancement, in all the forms of infult ; 
one inflance of which, not commonly known, 
deferves to be mentioned here. 

Soon after his promotion, while a gentleman 
was with him, who came to pay his compli- 

H 4. ments 
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ments upon it, a packet was brought in fealed 
and direded to his grace; upon opening of 
which there appeared a nia& inclofed, but no- 
thing written. The archbiihop, without any 
figns of emotion, threw it carelefly among his 
papers on the table 3 and, on the ^ntleman's. 
cxprefling great farprize and indignation at 
the afFront/his grace only fmiled, and faid. 
That this was a gentle rebuke^ if compared 
with fome othersT that lay there in black 
and white, pointing to the papers on the ta« 
ble. 

Nor could the feries of ill treatment, which 
he received, ever provoke him to a temper of ^ 
revenge, being far from indulging himfelf in 
any of thofe liberties, in fpeaking of others* 
which were, to fo immeafureable a degree, 
made ufe of againft himfelf. 'And, upon a 
bundle of libels found among his papers after. 
his death, he put no other infcrtption than 
this^ " Thefe are libels. I pray God fprgivc 
them ; I do." 

The calumnies fpread againil him, though 
the falfefl which malice cottld invent-, and we 
confidence with which they were averred,. . 
joined with the envy that accompanies a high 
ftation» had indeed a greater operation than 
could have been iciagined, conlidering how 
long he had lived on fo public a fcene, and 
how well he was known. It feemed a new 
and unnfual a thing, that a man, who, in the 
courfe of above' thirty years, had done fo much 
good, and (o many ftrvices to fo many per- 

Ibas,. 
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fbn?, without ever once doing an ill office, or 
a hard thing, to any one, and who had a 
fweetnefs and gentlenefs in him, that feemed 
rather to lean to an excefs, (houldiyet meet 
with Co much unkindnefs and iojuflice. But 
he bore all this with a fubmiilion to the will 
of God ; nor had it any efFedt on him, to 
change either his temper or his maxims, tho* 
perhaps it might (ink too much into him with 
relation to his health. 

He was (o exaftly true, in all the reprefcn- 
'tations of < things or peribns, which he laid 
before their majellies, that he never raifed the 
charadler of his friends, nor funk that of 
thofe who defervcd not fo Well of him*; but 
offered every thing to them with that fincerity 
which fo well became him. His truth and 
candour were perceptible in aliaoft every 
thing which he faid or did ; his looks and 
whole manner feeming to take away all fufpi- 
cion concerning him ; for he thought nothing 
in this world was worth much art or great ma- 
nagement. 

He did not long furvive his advancement j 
for, on Sunday, the eighteenth of November, 
1694, he was feized with a fudden illnefs 
while he was at the chapel in Whit3ehall : but, 
though his countenance (hewed that he was in« 
difpofed, he thought it not decent to inter- 
rupt the fervice. The fit indeed came flowly 
on, but it feemed to be fatal, an4l ibon turned 
to a dead palfy. The oppreilkm of his di* 
ilemper waa fo great, that it became very un- 

H 5 eaiy 
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csify for him to fpeak ; but it appearedj tfaat 
his underftanding was flill clear, tho' others 
could not have the- advantage of it. He con- - 
tinued ierene and calm, and, iaa broken words* 
faid, that, hi thanked God, he was quiet 
within^ and had nothing then to do but to wait 
flic w4Il of Heaven. 

He was attended, the two laft nights of his 
illnefs,^by his friend Mr. Nelibn, in whofe 
arms he expired on the iifih day of it, Tharf- 
d»y, November the twenty-iecond, at five in' 
the afternooi!, in the fixty-£fth year of his 
age. . \ - 

The forrow for his death was more univerfat 
than was ever known for a fubjedt ; and, when 
his funeral was appointed, there was a nume- 
rous train of coaches, £lled with perfons ^f 
rank and condition, who came voluntarily to 
aliift at that folemnity from Lambeth to the 
church of St. Laurence Jewry, where his 
body was interred on the" thirtieth of that 
month; and a monument afterwards ereded 
to his memory with the following infcription ; 

R M. 
Reverendiflimi & fandifiimi Praefulis 

JOHANNIS TiLLOTSON, 

' /^rchiepiicopi Cantua'rienfis, 
Concionatoris olim hac in £cclefia 
per Annos XXX celeberrimi. 
Qui obiit*o Kill. Dec. MDCLXXXXIV^ ' 
^tatis fuae LXIIII. 
' Hoc pofuit Elizabtha 
Conjux illiu^ ma^ifiima* 
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His funeral fermon was preached by Dr 
Barnet, bilhop of Salifbury, on 2 Tim. iv. 7; 
in the courfe of which he was interrupted by 
a fliort flow of fighs and tears, which forced 
their way, as was vifible to the audience, who 
accompanied it with a general gro^. 
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The life of 



George Rook. 



SIR Geouce Rook was born in the county 
of Kenty of an antient and,, genteel fa-* 
roily i and, having been very well educated in 
hifiT youth, his father put him, when he grew;, 
up and fit to enter upon bufi^efs, to an ho- .* 
nourable profefiion ; but his genius violently 
inclining him to xty his fortune on the wAtery 
element, his father at length give' way to it. 
To fea he went, pretty early m the reign of 

* king Charles II. and made fuch proficiency in 
the naval art, that he was, in fome time after^ 
preferred to the poft of a lieutenant, and, if I 
mi^ake not, made a captain, before the death 
of that prince, which happened in Februju'y, 
1684: but king Charles having fpent -fcveral 

. years of the latter part of his reign in peace 
with his neighbours, we have little to fay con« 
cerning this our hero till the reign of king 
^amesll. who entertained* him in his poft in 
' fleet, and feemed to difcover a mighty 
lion and'elleem for him ; tl^at prince^ to 
^^y him juflite, taking great delight in the 
fons of the fea, and having uncommon ikill 
and experience in maritime affairs, fiut^ as 
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captain Rook did not at all favour the defign» 
conceited by that prince againft his country^ 
there was indeed nothing but meer necefiity^ 
I mean the want of good officers, that made 
the king entertain him^ and fome others, in 
his fervice. 

Captain Rook, upon the landing of the 
prince of Orange in England, and the fuccefs 
of hid arms, coming into the Downs, under 
my lord Dartmouth's command, king. Jame«y 
his admiral,, there readily coacwrred to have 
ieveral ofiicers in the fleet, that were known, 
or at ieail fufpeded, to be Papi^s; to be.dif- 
jsiiTed from their employments.; and indeed 
this gentleman in* particular, a« ipuch affected 
to t^ religv>n and liberty of his country a$ stnf 
in the navy coald be, engaged in his itation 
^eady> atid hear til yi in proanoting the haf>py re^ 
volution that eniiied,. 

. Arthur Herbert, efq. being, on the four-^ 
teenth of March, appointed admiral of the 
0eet by his majefty king William, the admiral 
thonght £t, about the end of April, to fend 
citptain Rook with aJquskdron :of ihipr to the 
eoafli of Ireland^ ta affiil the genenals of the 
kkid -(forces in therrodu^don of that, king* 
dom. - . . 

iHis inajefty king William £nding his pre^ 
linice to be ahlblutely nece flary in Holland^ 
in that giesc congci^ t^ be hejxi at thie:Haguc 
:cO0Cirning.:the operations of the enfuing caul- 
paign^ inji and,concer!lng proper, meafujfcs ^©, 
bring ddm dieoteur-^wDgieatBefiofFraiicey 
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no body was thought more proper to be 
traded with the guard of his royal perfbn in 
that voyage than Rook, then rear-admiral ; 
and it is the more remarkable, becaaie this 
was the firil time of his majefly's going over 
into Holland fince he had been king of £ng- 
land. 

* The admiral failed oot of the Downs on the 
twenty-fixth of January, with the fquadron of 
aien of war under his command towards Mar- 
gate-road ; and his majefly embarking at 
Graveiendy they put to fea on the feventeenth^ 
and, after having enconntered great dangers 
from the ice on the coaft of Holland, he 
landed fafely, a little to the northward of the 
Maeie ; and the rear-admiral having honour* 
ably and faithfully discharged his . great truff^ 
and continued on that coaft till he faw the 
yetchts and fmall frigates harboured, he re- 
turned with the (quadron, on the twenty-fifth^ 
to Margate-road. I am not pofitive, but I 
believe the rear-admiral was, in like manner, 
the perfon appointed to convoy his majefly 
home again. I am fure he failed to the eaft* 
ward with a fquadron of men of war on the 
fifteenth of March, but returning on the 
twenty-firft of the fame month, in thie Charles 
galley, from the coaft of Holland, where his 
majefty was not ready to embark, the king 
took the opportunity, about the middle of 
April, of returning with part of the Dntcb 
Iqoadron for EnglfAidT however, making no 
img flay hcrC) rear-admiral Rook had the ho- 
nour 
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noar to conToy him over the fecond time ; 
and, on the fecond of May, landed him fafely 
in Hpllaod. 

We fhall not launch out into all the parti* 
culars of the fea-fight near La-Hogue that 
foon followed, in the year 1692, but confine 
ourfelves to the (hare admiral Rook had in it; 
that he fought during the a£lion as bravely a» 
any officer in the fleet, no body ever yet 
quelHoned that I know ; but the French line 
of battle being broke, and the Englifli and 
Dutch fquadrons purfuing about four in the 
afternoon, of the twenty - fecond of May, 
eighteen fail of the French, bein^ got eaft- 
ward of Cape-Barfleur, hawled in for La^ 
Hogue, where our (hips anchored about ten at 
night, and lay by till about four the next morn* 
ing; at which tim^ the admiral weighed again, 
and flood in near the land, but the flood com- 
ing on he anchored. 

At two in the afternoon he weighed again, 
and plied cloie in with La-Hogue, where 
were thirteen fail of the enemy's mips hawled 
in very near to the flK>re. 

On Monday, the twenty-third, the admiral 
fent in vice-admiral Rook, with ieveral men 
of war, fire-fliips, and the boats of the fleet, 
to de^oy thofe fliips ; but they had got them 
fo far in, that none but the fmall frigates 
could do any fervice. However, Mr« Rook 
himfelf boldly went in with the boats, and 
burned fix of them that night> and about eight 
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the next morning burned the other feven, 
together with feveral tranfport (hips, and Tome 
veirels with ammunitio'n ; wherein not only 
Mr. Rook, and all the officers, fignalized 
themfelves, but the men behaved hlcewife with 
the greateft refoiution and gallantry. 

Sorely malice itfelf can never {xx^qjt^ any 
thing againil an a^ion To (ignal and glori- 
oufly executed. His majefty wa9 (b extremely 
well pieafed with Mr. Rook's conduft^ bravery 
and intrepidity throughout the whole of it, that 
he fettled a peniion of ten thoufand pounds a 
year upon him. 

The ill fiiccefs of the Englifh fleet in 1693, 
fvas injurious to the whole nation ; but whea 
liis majefty, upon his return from the Nether- 
lands, could not forbear, even in parliament^ 
to take notice of the mifmanagemenf of onr 
naval afllairs laft fummer, he was fo far from 
thinking Sir George had any ways been want* 
irig tft his conduS and duty, that he was 
pieafed to appoint him, in the beginning of 
February, ta be vice admiral of the red ; 
and in the month of April, as a farther tefti- 
mony of hi> favour, he appointed him, to- 
gether with Edward RufTel, eiq. Sir John 
Lowthcr, of Whitehaven, baronet; Henry 
Prieftman, efq. and Sir John Hoablon> 
knight ; to be lords-commiffioners for execut- 
ing the office of lord high-admiral of England 
and Irehmd : but this was not all, his majefty 
would accumulate more promotions upon him» 

and 
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and abmit. the {ame time advanced him frosB 
vice-admiral of the red to be admiral of the: 
blue. . 

King William having diirolve<l the parKa* 
ment on the feventh of- July, 1698, and a 
pf ocTamation beiog iiTued out on the thirteenth,.' 
to call another^ Sir. George Rook .was chofen; 
a. member ibr For^fmouth ; in which truft, 
none durft offer to fay, that he did not dif- 
charge iiimfelf wiiih.the utmoU application and 
fidelity. 

The year 1699 being a year of peace all 
Europe over, that of 1700 gave Sir George a 
freih opportunity to iignalize his conduct in, 
the Baltic : for a ftrong confederacy having 
been formed by the czar of Mufcovy, the king 
of Denmark, and the king of Poland, againii 
the young king of Sweden, and his brother- 
in law the duke of UolS^ein ; and the Dane 
baving adiually invaded that duchy, the king 
of England and the ftates-general not only in- 
terpofed their good offices for mediating an ac- 
commodation, bat Etted ogt fquadions of men 
of war, in order to fail into the Sound, the 
more eiiefluaily to forward the fame, hiis Bri-. 
tannic majedy thought no body fo fit for this 
fervice of admiral, and a fort of plenipoten- 
tiary, as Sir George Rook, of whofe abilities 
and fidelity he had had {o long experience. 

Sir George, before the end of May, ar- 
rived with the fquadron under his command 
before the Maefe, and went himfelf to the 
Hague to confer with the ftates deputies 

about 
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about this grand a^ir. He went aboard agafa 
in a few days, and, being joined by tlie Dutch 
fqaadron under the command of lieutenant- 2(d* 
miral Allemondy they were detained, for fe- 
deral days, on the Datch coafts by contrary 
winds; however, they jnade a &ift, beforo 
the end of June, to arrive at Gottenburg ; 
and, on the eighth of July, entered the Sotfnd 
without any oppofition. 

The Engliifa admiral fainted the caille of 
Cronenburg with three guns, and a like num* 
ber was returned ; the Dutch admiral gave 
nine, and the caftle fired three in return. 

The whole fleet confifted of thirty men of 
war,' befides* fire- (hips, bomb-veflels, and ten- 
ders. The SwediH) fleet having, in like man« 
ner, put to fea, when they came to an anchor 
near one another, on the fifteenth, near Land- 
icroon, beyond the jfle of Vere {upon which 
the Danilh fleet retired under the guns of the 
citadel of Copenhagen). 

It is very remarkable, that, though the £n- 
gliih and Dutch fquadrons came to aflift and 
fave the Swedes from ruin, that the latter took 
no notice of them that evening, all the next 
day, and part of the morning of the (even- 
teenth; when the Englifh admiral, having 
wifely weighed matters, and pu*fiiing his or- 
ders for precedency, commanded a fignal to 
be made by a fmali Dutch frigate, as if fhe 
were a neuti'al flup, for all flags to come on 
board ; where he reprefcnted the cafe fo ef- 
fe^ually to the Swedes* who expeded to have 

the 
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the chief commandy that, upon his return to 
his (hip again, and the fignal given » the whoFe 
jReet of Englifh, Dutch, and Swedes readily 
failed under his command to Copenhagen, 
which they pretended to bombard a little^ 
without fcarce any damage done ; ^though 
we have been affured, by fome intelligent 
perfons preient, they could have laid the city 
in afhes. 

But the admiral's inHrudlions and defigns 
tended only to peace ; which being foon after 
happily concluded at Travendall, Sir George 
returned hoiy, about the middle of Septem* 
ber, with the general applaufe of the people, 
for the great prudence and condudl he had 
ihewn in fo nice and ticklifh a conjundlure. 
^ In thg fpring of tjie year 1701, his majedy 
was pleafed to conftitute Sir George Roolc ta 
be admiral and commander in chkf; but the 
war again ft France not breaking wir, on this 
fide of Europe, till next year, tfeeffe was no. 
naval ^nterprize yet undertal^en by him. Tn 
the mean time, king James II. dying at St. 
Germains, and the French owning his pre- 
tended fon for king of England, chafed the 
people of England to a high degree ; and hia 
majeily, in this junfture of affairs, thinking 
fit to call a new parliament, Sir George Rook 
was again eledled for Portfmouth ; and the day 
' of meeting, which was the thirtieth of De» 
cembcr, being come, the commons were di- 
TQ^icd to go and chafe their fpeiker* ' 

The 
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* The court were for Sir Thomas Littleton 
tooth and nail ; and the king himfelf, with all 
juft deference to bis memory, inierefted him- 
felf in that eledion fb openly, and to fuch a 
degree, that fbme of his beft friends did not 
think well of it. The oppoiite party were en- 
tirely for Mr. Robert Harley's being fpeaker. 

Now comes on Sir George's grand crime; 
and it was fuch a fin,, in the eyes of fome 
people, as thefcripture declares (hall never be 
forgiven. The brave gentleman having al- 
ways the good of liis country at heart, and, 
by reafon of his long experiencjgin maritime 
affairs, being the more willing afid capable to 
deliver his mind upon this occafion, gave his 
opinion againft Sir Thomas's being put into 
the xhair ; not out of any difrefpeft to the 

fentleman, whom he knew to be very capa- 
le of the great truft, but upon account of his 
being treafurer of the navy, which office re- 
quired the utmoft application and attendance 
in the war that was like to enfue ; wherein, 
in all probability, he himfelf was to aft a main 
part ; a^ indeed it afterwards came to pafs • 
but king William III. dying on the eighth of 
March, and queen Anne futceeding t;> the 
crown, things tgok another turn, and the cla- 
mours which had been begun to be raifed 
againft Sir George, for the prefent ceafed ; 
and her majefty, being moft fenfible of his 
great fervices and true merit, was pleafed to 
confer, befides the command of the fleet, an 

addi-' 
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additional honour and tru^ apon hinst by ap- 
pointing him vice-admiral and lieutenant of 
the admiralty of England, aud lieutenant of 
the fleets and Teas of this kingdom. 

Being commander in chief with the duke of 
Ormond in the expedition againft Cadiz, but 
that expedition failing, on the twenty firft of 
September, the admiral, coming home with 
the whole fleet, fent the Eagle, the Sterling- 
caftle, and the Pembroke, with fome tranf- 
port*., to water in Lagos-bay, wh»re th^y ar- 
rived on the twenty fecond^. The land-officers 
on board the Pembroke went immediately on 
ihore, having ^^^^^ ^^^"^ ^^* Beau voir, a 
gentleman of Jerfey, chaplain of that (hip ; 
who ther« getting certain intelligence that the 
galleons and their convoy had put into Vigo, 
he acquainted captain Hardy with it, who, 
without delay, imparted the news to captain 
Wifhar , who cominanded the Eagle and ^I 
the fquadron : upon which information, a con- 
fultatipn of captains was immediately held; 
wherein it was refohed, that this intelligence 
was of that importance; that a (hip ihould be 
fent to acquaint Sir George Kuok with it ; 
and, as captain Hardy had the beft failor, and 
was mailer of the intelligence, captain VViffa. 
art ordered him to iail a head to £nd^ out the* 
fleet; which he harppily effefted on the focth of 
October, when he acquainted Sir George 
Rook with the whole matter. 

The admiral imparted thefam^ immediately 
io the Dutch admiral, declaring it his opi- 

nion 
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nion thauhey (hould all fet fail dire^ly for Vigo. 
The Dutch admiral readily concurred with Sir 
George, who the next day called a council of 
flag-officers; wherein it was refolved, That, 
as the attempting and dedroying the French and 
Spaniih ihips at Vigo would be of great ad- 
vantage to her majefly, and no le(s honourable 
to her and fa«r allies, and tend, in a great 
jneafure, to reduce the exorbitant power of 
France, the fleet fiK>uId make the beft of their 
way to diat port, and fall on immediately, 
with the whole line, if there were room fuffi- 
cient for; it; otherwife to attack the enemy 
with fuch detachments as might i%nder the en- 
terprize mofl efl^edual and fuccefsful. 

The French admiral, to do him juflice, had 
taken all human precautions to fecure his fhipa 
and the Spanifli flota ; for he not only had car- 
ried them up beyond a very narrow flreight, 
defended by a caftle on the one flde» and plat- 
forms on both fides of the (Ireight, where he 
had planted his beft guns, but had likewife 
laid athwart it a ilrong boom, made up of 
mafts, yards, cables, top-chains, and cafks, 
about twelve yards in circumference, and kept 
fleady by anchors caii on both fides oC it. 
. Our brave admiral, not at all difcouraged 
with tbiy fo foon as the confederate fleet came 
to an anchor, which was on the eleventh of 
Odober, before Vigo, as aforefaid, called a 
council of the fea and land general officers ; 
wherein it was concluded,* that, fince the 

whole 
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whole fleet could not attempt the enemy's 
ftiips where they lay, without apparent danger 
c( rannuig foul one upoir another, a detach- 
ment of fifteen EngUfti and ten Dutch men of 
tvar, with the line of battle, and all the fire- 
ihipSy fiiould be fent in, with orders to ufe 
their befi endeavours to take or deftroy the 
enemy's fleet ; that the frigates and bomb- 
veflels ihould follow the rear of the detach- 
ment, and that the great (hips ihould move 
after jthero, and go in, if there ihould be oc- 
cafiop , that the army fbould, at the fame . 
time, land and attack the fort on the fouth 
fide of Rodendella, and thence proceed on 
where they might moft effeftualJy annoy the 
enemy ; that> becaufe it was not known what 
depth of water there might be, the attempt 
ihould be made with the TmalleR ihips ; and, 
that, to give the better countenance to the fer- 
vice, all the flag-officers fhould go in with the 
Cquadron. 

For the better performance of thefe refolu- 
tions, the admiral, with*great zeal and unwea- 
ried vigilance, fpent almoft the whole night 
in going from iliip to ihip, in his own boat, 
to give the neceflary diredlions, and to en- 
courage both ofRcers and feamen' to difchargc 
their duty, 

, The next day, about ten in the morning, 
the duke, having landed his men, and march- 
ing to attack the enemy by land, and at 
their platforms and forts, it was impoiTible the 

brave 
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brave admirabcould remain an idle fpedlator ; 
and therefore, as foon as the land forces werf 
got on (hore» be. gave iKg %nal to weigh i 
which was accordingly done, the line forjned* 
^d the fquad-pn wa^i bri(kly bearing up the 
boom ; but when the van was got within can» 
non fhot of the batteries, it fell calm, fo that 
they were conilrained to jQome. to an anchor 
;igain. • 

However, not along timcj after, it blowing 
a frefh gale, vice-admiral Hopfon, in the 
Torbay, being ne;^t the enemy, cut immedir^ 
ately his cables, clapt on all his fails, and^ 
bearing up directly upon the boonr, amidfl all 
the enemy's fiie, broke through it at once^ 
and call anchor between the Bourbon and 
L'Efperance, two French men of war, which - 
count Chateaurenaud had placed near the 
boom, ajTid with unparalelled refolution re-» 
ceived fever al broadfides from them* 

The reft of vice admiral Hopfon's diviiioii, 
and vice-admiral Vandergoes/with his de- 
tachment, having weighed at the fame time^ , 
failed a -bread towards the boom, to add the 
greater weight and force to the fhock ; but 
being becalmed they all ftuck, and were 
obliged to hack and cut their way through. A 
frefh gale blowing again, the Dutch admiral 
made fo good ufe of it, that, having nicked 
thepaffagt" which the brave Hopfon had made, 
. he boldly went in and made himieif ma^r of 
die Bourbon. 

All 
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All this while, vice-admiral Hopfon was im 
extreme danger; for, being clapped on board 
by a French fire (hip, by which his rigging. 
was prefently fet on fire» he expeAed ctery 
moment to be burned; bat it fortunately Jup« 
pened that the French vefle]» whijsh was a 
merchantman laden with fnuff^ and made up 
10 hafte into a fire-fiiip» being blovp up, the 
Anff partly exdnguiflied the me, and preferved 
iiim ; however, he received confiderable da« 
mage in this memorable SL&ion ; for, befides 
the having his fore-top-maft fiiot by the board,, 
•ae handred and fifteen men killed and 
drowned, and nine wounded, moftof his &ils 
were burned and fcorched, his fore -yard 
*4>urned to a coal, and his lar-board and fliroud# 
fore and aft burned at the dead eyes, infomucli 
that he was forced afterwards to leave his own 
ihip, and hoift his flag on board the Mon- 
mouth. 

' ^t the fame time, captain Backnam, in the 
Aiibciation, laid his broad fide againft a bat- 
tery of feventeen guns on the other fide of the 
harbour; fo that, for a confiderable time> 
there was a continual firins of great and fmall 
fiiot on both fides, tiil tne French admiral, 
ieeing the platform and forts in the hands of 
the viAorious Engliih, his fire-A^ip fpenc in 
vain, the Bourbon taken, the boom cut in 
pieces; and the confederate-fleet pouring in 
upon hiin» he fet fire to his own ihip, and or- . 
dered the refl of the captains under his com - 
Vot. VIIL 1 mand 
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mand to follow his example; yet be could not 
he (b pandually obeyed bat that feveral men 
of war and galleons were taken by the En- 
glifli and Datch* 

The admiral, on the feventeenth of Novem* 
ber» arrived fafely in the Downs, and foon af«> 
ttr at London, laden with glory and the j<^fi»l 
•pplaofe (tf the people. 

Her majelly having, in the mean time, 
thought fit to call a new parliament, to meet 
on the twentieth of (Xtober, Sir George was, 
daring his abfence, choien>again a membef 
for Portimouth ; and having taken his place 
in the hoaie, Mr. fpeaker, parfuaat to the rc« 
folation of the houfe, in reipe£t to the giving 
liim their thanks for his fervice, d^vered 
lumielf to him in ^his manner : 



. •« Sir Ghorge Rook^ 

«< Y O U are now returned to this houie^ 
after a moft glorious expedition. Her ma* 
jefty began her reign with a declaration, that 
her heart was truly Engliih^ and Heayeft 
hath made her triumph over the enemies of 
England: for this, thanks hath been retorned 
in a moil iblemn manner to' Almighty God. 

** There remains yet a debt of gratitude to 
thofe who have been the inllrnments of ^ 
wonderful a vidory, the duke of Ormood. 
and yourfelf^ who had the command of the iSsKi 
and land-forces* 

In 
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In former times, admirals an4 generals 
^ave had fuccels again ft l^rance arid Spain fe- 
parately ; but this adion at Vigo hath been a 
"viflory over them confederated together 2 yoa 
-have not only fpoiled the enemy, but enriched 
*yoar own country : common vi£lories bring 
terror to the conquered ; but you brought de- 
^rudion upon them, and additional ftrength 
to England. France hath endeavoured to fup- 
j>ort its ambition by the riches of India; your 
fiicc^fs, Sir» hath only left them the ^burden 
of Spain, and finpt them of the afiiftance of 
it : the wealth -of Spain, and ihips of Francfe^ 
-are, by this vidlory, brought ovef to our juiler 
xaufe. This is an adion fo glorious in thp 
performance, and fo, extenfive in its confe* 
quence, that, as all times will meCervt the 
' memory of it, fo every day will inform us of 
the benefit. 

" No doubt. Sir, but in Frlance you are 
Ivrttten, in remarkable charadlers, in the black 
lift of thofe who have taken French gold ; and 
it is juftice done to the duke of Oriiiond and 
.your merit, that you (hould ftand recorded in 
the regifters of this houfe, as the fole inftru* 
^nient of this glorious vi«aory. Therefore this 
lioufe came to the following refolution : 

** Refolved, nemine contradicente. That 
the thanks of this houfe be given to the duke 
t»f Ormond, and Sir George Rook, for the 
^reat and fignal fervice performed by the na- 
tion at fea and land , which thanks I «ow re^ 
ttirn you,'* 

I 2 To 
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To which Sir George Rook anfwered in the 
following terms: 

** Mn. Speaker, 

** I am now under great difficulty how to 
exprefs myfelf upon this very occauonr I 
think myfelf ver^ happy, that, in zeal and 
duty to your fervice, it. hath been my good 
fortune to be the inflroment of that waich 
may defer ve your notice, and much more the 
return of your thanks. I am extremely fenfi- 
ble of this great honour, and fhall take all 
the care I can to preserve it to the grave, 
. and CO convey it to my pofterity without Cpbt 
and blemifh,. by a conSanc aflemon and jea- 
lous perfeverance in the queen's and your fer-* 
.vice. Sir, no man hath the command of for* 
tiine, but every man hath virtue at his will ; 
and, though I may not always be fuccefsful in 
your iervice, as upon this expedition, yet I 
may prefume to aflure you, I ihall never be the 
more faulty. 

'< I muft repeat my inability to expreis 
myfelf^ upon this occaiion i but, as I have a 
due fenfe of the honour this houfe hath beei» 
pleafed to do me, I ihall always ret^n a dae 
and grateful memory of it ; and, though my 
duty and allegiance are ftrobg obligations 
upon me to do t^ bed in the Srvice of iny 
country, yet I ihall always take ^ this to be a 
particular tie upon me to do right and juftice 
to your iervice upon all occaiions.'' 

Oa 
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On the thirteenth of November, Sir George 
was fwom of her roajeily's moil honourable 
privy- council. Sir George was very little 
at fea iq 1703 ; he went oat with a. fqnadroa 
^f JDoen of war in the beginning of the fura^ 
xner ; and having cruifed in the mean time ofF 
Belle- iile, he put the country ftto an unfpeak^ 
able t:on(lernation ; and, after having taken 
many prizes coming home from the We(l-In> 
dies, returned to,.sV. Helens, that the grand 
fieet, under the command of Sir Cloudcily 
Shovel, might be the fboner ready to fail for 
the Streights, where jthey did nothing memo- 
fable; fo that Sir George was again ap^^ointed 
.to command the fleet that was to carry the 
new king of Spain over to Portugal, then in 
alliance with us. 
4- They encountered a mofc terrible (lorm in 

the beginning of the year, and were pat back 
into the Channel ; however, they failed again 
jon the twelfth of February, and, by the twen% 
ty fifth, gained the rock of Lilbon. The ad- 
miral, on board of whom the king of Spaiti 
was, in the Royal Catharine, failed up the 
9 river, being fainted by all the forts and callles 
with a.<tripTe difcharge of the cannon, ilriking 
their flags three feveral times before the forr. 
. The fleet anchored below Belem, a league fhort 
of the king's palace. 

All things, by the twenty-feventh, being 
irady for the king of Spain's reception on 
lbore» his majefly, on board the Royal Ca* 

I 3 tharine; 



174 BRITKH I^LBTTARGH. 

tharine, with the reft of the men of wsu^f, 
vame up the river, and anchored ov«r againft" 
the royal palace, the cadjes on both fides th^ 
xjver continually firing. Between four and &vc 
in the afternoon, the king of Portugal, ac« 
. companied l^ the two princes, his eldeil fons, 
with feveral perfons. of the ^i& quality, em-, 
barked on a very noble brigantine, rowed by 
forty men clad in crimfon velvet, laced with, 
filver, attended by the reft of the nobility, iOf 
barges and feluccas,, and went on board th«- 
Royal Catharine. 

When his majcfty came by the fhip's fide he 
ftruck his Hag; and when he came into the 
Jhip, &'r George Rook ft ruck his fl^,. and le^ 
fly his ftreamer, and ialuted him with twenty- 
five guns, which was taken by the whole fleet, 
and anfwered from on fhore. His catholic 
inajefty received the king of Portugal at the 
]^(^r-head, which, upon this occalion, was 
iiiade very commodious, and waited on hinir 
to his cabbin, giving him the right harid 
whilft he was in the (hip. After a fiiort ftay 
there, the two kings went into the brigand- 
tine. 

When they put off, both (hips hoifted their 
{lags, which had remained ftruck while the 
king of Portugal was on board the admiral, 
and Sir George gave two falutes of twenty-five- 
guns each, whiqh were followed by the reft of. 
the fleeti 

Tha 
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The king .of Spain had the right hand on 
board the brig&ntine, and both kings landed 
under a triumphal arch, which was eredlcdat 
the head of a very magnificent Widge baik 
for this pufpofe, and adorned with feveral 
triumphal arches which, from the pal^e-gate^ 
run a good way into the river. At their land- 
ing, the king of Portugal, giving the king of 
Spain the right, took him by the hand and 
Jed him put of the brigantinc upon the flairs, 
and along the bridge to the palace j the no- 
bility, and the reft of the retinue, marching in 
a great deal of order; and thus they proceeded 
to the royal chappel, where Te Deum was 
fung^ for his catholic majefty's fafe arrival. 
Thence the king conduced him to his bed- 
chamber, and there took his leave of his ca- 
tholic majefty ; but returned foon after, ac-^ 
companied by the two princes ; and their ma- 
jefties fupped together in public. , « 

But, not to digrefs too far, ^Sir George 
Rook, on the twen^ eighth, fen t rear-admiral 
Dilkes on fhore to complimejit the king of 
Portugal, to whom he was introduced by Mr, 
Methuen, her majefty's eiivoy-eytraordinary, 
and was very kindly received : and, on the 
firft of March, Sir George, and the reft of 
the oilicefs of the fleet, introduced by the En- 
glifh envoy, waited upon the king of Portu- 
gal, who received them with great expreffions 
of kindnefs/ 

* 
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» 

The next day, vice-admiral Lake, with a 
fquadron of men of war and tranipoits, hav* 
ing on board the remainder of the Eneliih and 
Dutch auxiliaries went up the river ot Lifboni 
16 that idl the ihips did fafely arrive there, 
not one ftip, eiAer of this fquadron or the 
grand fle^ having roifcarried. 

His cathoKc majefly was (o well (atisfied 
with Sir George's excellent condud and de- 
- portmenty tliat lie prefented him with a iword^ 
the hilt of which was fet with diamonds, a 
buckle for a hat-band, and a hook to cock up 
a hat> fet. with diamonds* 

On the eleventh of May, the admiral (aile^' 
«ut of the river of Lifbon with the fleet under 
his command i and the prince of Hefle Darm- 
fiadt^ with a body of land-troops, on board. 
Tffby made the hcSt of their way into the Me- 
diterranean, and, oil the eighteenth, appeared 
be^re Barcelona. 

They had very well concerted their mea* 
fdres/ nothing but the difcovery of a defign to^ 
give Bp the place to them a few hours befora - 
the landing of the troops, could have hindered 
them from being mafters of that important 
city ; fo that the forces, to the number of two 
thovfandiive hundrfd men, returned on board 
a^aki ; to favour which, the admiral threw a 
few bombs into the place, having otherwife uo 
defign to iiijore it. 

"The adiniraf, about the beginning of June, 
put'into the- bay of Althea ; to whom, on the 

feventh- 
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leventh of June at.night, tbe.couutry iababit- 
antSy giving an account that there was a report 
that Come horfe* and four hundred foot, were 
ready tb fall upon our people andjipats at the 
watering>place» it was immediately ordered 
to land a compleat number of marine^fpldiers 
to fupport them. 

According' y, on the eighth, in the morn* 
ing, count Nugenc> an officer under the prince 
of Hefle, brought an account to the admiral, 
Juving defired leave of him the night befpro 
to go on ihore^ as a volunteer, with the for?- 
faid marines 1 and to whom Sir George ha4 
given diredlion^ he knowing the language, 
to take order,, with the advice of the country 
ftople, for the covering of our men at the 
watering-place. 

His lordfhip had the opportunity, with 'Ae 
confent of the captain that commanded, to 
iend a ferjeant with ten men to fVight thi^ go- 
vernor out of a fb-ong tower {landing near the 
ie£-fide^ whereon was mounted one large braft 
gun, which there was no coming at without a 
ladder. The governor was the fi>n of him 
that commanded the caftle of the town ; and 
the lord Nugent thinking, by this means, ib 
render himielf mafter of the forefaid cafUe by . 
this fame ilratagem, brought his fon befoie 
the gates> and urging the father with fudr 
threatnings, as are ufual on fuch occafions, to 
forrender, his lordHup's ftratagem accoidingly 
fucce«ded ; or odicrwife thitcaftlet b^ng very 

1 5 ltrong» 



ilrong, it would have taken up a great deal- 
more time than the tarrying of one night to 
take it, and that without guns ; fo that his^ 
gates wouli^not have been fo eafily opened :- 
therefore,, at lad, the governor, hoping to 
iave his honour, prdmiled to furrender ; but- 
withal defired, that the troops ihould £re a 
volley of fmall (hot, and that he would fire 
his gdnsj and fo march out with his arms^ 
suid deliver up the caflle; which' was agreed 
to and performed : whereupon Sir George 
commanded that the caflle ihould be blowa- 
lip. 

On the ninth, the fleet palled Cape Palas,- 
and fo coming through the Streiehts of Lagos 
Bfiy, Sir Cloudefly Shovel joined them on ihe^ 
iixteenth with the re-inforcem^nt from Eng- 
land, confining of thirty-three fhips of the 
line of battle. 

Oti the feventeenth, the admiral called a 
council of war ; and, by what could be ucder- 
ilood, Sir George's new orders being to a6t 
in every undertaking in conformity with the 
xniniHry of the kings of Spain and Portugal^ 
it was rofolved to pais up the Streights again, 
and there expe^V what refolutions would be 
jtaken by the two kings ; and to fend away 
immediately an exprefs by Lagos, to give 
them an account of the determination of the 
- ^council of war ; and how that, without a 
competent number of troops, to be put oq 
. board the fleet, no epterprize could be per- 
formed- 
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formed with fuccefs on (hore, the marines be- 
ing part of^the (hip's, complement, and could 
not be fpared in that junfture, whetv the 
French fleet were hourly expefteih on them.;. 
However, their appearing again in the Streights 
would convince the French, that they were 
miftaken in their opinion of being mafters of 
the feas; and would alio encourage all thofe 
that were well inclined to the common cauie. 
• The fame day they continued to Hand off 
and on from fliore, betwixt Lagos and Cape 
St. Mary's ; and, on the eighteenth, two fliips 
were fent to Lagos with that exprefs, witK. 
orders to ftay there, and bring orders bacfe to 
Sir George at the appointed rendezvous near 
Tetuan ; and four other ftiips were ordered to 
go to the iflands of Terceras, to convoy home 
the Portuguefe fleet from Brazil. The Graf- 
Ion and Kingfton were alfo ordered for Tangier 
and to join the fleet as^they pafled by. 

The fleet meeting with contrary winds, and 
having got, at laft, by the feventeehth of July,, 
about feven leagues to the eaftward of Tetuan, 
a; council of war was held on board the Royal 
Catharine, wherein it was refolved to make a 
fudden atttempt upon Gibraltar. The fleet 
got into the Bay by the twenty- firft, and the 
Englifh and Dutch marines, to the number of 
one thoufand eight hundred, were put on 
ihore, with the prince of Heffe at the n^ad of 
them, on the neck of land to the northward of 
the town ; and the adihiral, the next mortf- 

1 6 ingy 
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ijQg> i^ave orders^ that the fliips which leha^ 
appoiDted to caauonade the place, under t&e 
comipand of rear-admiral Byng^ and rear-ad • 
miral Vanderdufen, as alfo thoie which were to 
batter the footh mole-head, commanded -by 
captain Hicks in the Yarmouth, fliould range 
themfelves accordinely ; but the wind blowing 
-contrary, tfa^y could not t>offibly get to their 
fiations dll the day was fpent. 
. In the mean while, to amofe the enemy, 
the admiral' fent captain Whitaker in with 
foihe boats, who burned a French privateer of 
twdve guns at the old mole ; but the fliips 
being sUl placed, on the^^ twenty-third, (bon 
after day-break, the admind gave the ficnal 
for the beginning of the cannonade; which 
was performed with great fury, about fifteen 
thoutand (hot being made in five or fix hours 
againft the town; infbmuch that the enemy 
were fjon beat from their guns, efpecially at 
the fouth niole head ; whereupon the admiral, 
confidering that, by gaining that fortification, 
they Ihonld of confequence reduce the town, 
he ordered captain Whitaker, with all the 
boats armed^ to endeavour to pofiTefshimfelf of 
it ; which he [>erformed with great expedition : 
but captain Hicks and captam Jumper, who 
lay next the mole, had pu(hed on ihore widi 
their pinnaces and fiune other boats before the 
reft could come up. The enemy thereupon 
fprung a mine that blew up the fortifications 
oa the mole, killed^two lieutenants and about 

forty 
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&ity men, and woaoded about iixty : how*^ 
ever our. brave Teamen kept poiTeffion of the 
{4atform» which ^ey had made theinfelves 
mafters of; and captain Whitaker landing 
with ^he reft of t^e (eamen which the admiral 
&ad ordered for this fervicey they advanced 
ind took:a redoubt half way between the mole 
and the town, and poiTeiTed themfelves of man^ 
•of the enemy's cannon. 

The admiral hereupon 'fent a letter to the 
governor^ and at the fame time a mef&ge to 
the prince of Hei)[e» to fend him a peremptory 
fusnmons ; upon which the town capitulated 
und furrender^d on the twenty- fourth, and the 
glirrifbn were allowed to march out with their 
arms and baggage, and three pieces of brais 
cannon. The inhabitants were to have the 
fame priviledg^s as in the reign of king 
Charles II. but all the French and fabjefts of 
France, were excluded froni any part of the 
capitulation. 

It is agreed on all hands, that the town was 
extremely (Irong, and had an hundred guns 
mounted, all facing the fea a|^ the two narrow 
paiFages to the land ; and was well fupplied 
with ammunition ; and no body but our brave 
feaxiieny tinder the prudent dire^on of fuch 
an admiral, could have madered it» fince fifty 
men might have defended thole works againft 
jihoufands. 

It is to Sir George Rook and his Tritons, 

that we are beholden for our &ft footing in 

.._ ^ Spain, 
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Spain, and for laying the foandatiDn of oar 
fubfequent advantages in that kingdom, let 
the malice of invidious and unreafonable men 
fusgcft what it will to the contrary. 

We will now come to tbelparEicutars of the 
tentble fea fight that happened about a month 
after this glorious conquell, between SirGeoi^e 
and the admiral ofFtance, abouttwdve leagues 
off of 'Malaga. 

On the ninlh of Aogufl, the admiral, re- 
Burning from watering the fleet On the coaft of 
Barbary, to Gibraltar, with liltle wind ealt- 
erly, his fcouts to the windward made the Gg- 
nals of feeing the eilemy's fleet ; which, ac- 
cording to the account they gave, confilled of 
Itxty-fix fail, and were about ten leagues to the 
windward of him. A council of nag-oSicers 
was called, wherein it was determined to lay 
to the eaftward of Gibraltar to receive and en- 
gage them E but perceiving that night, by the 
report of their fignal-guns, tbat they wrought 
irom him, he followH them in the morning 
with all the fail he could make. 

renth, he forced one of the en«- 
hore near Fuengorolo, The crew 
fet her on fire, and (he blew up 
He continued mil purfuing 
m the twelfth, not hearing any 



ght make a double, and, by the 
rallies, flip between him and the 
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(fiore to the weflward; fo that he called a 
council of war ; wherein it was refoIved,< 
That, in cafe he did not fee the enemy before 
night, they (hould make the beft of their way- 
to Gibraltar : but (landing into the (hore abont' 
nobn^ they difcovered the enemy's fleet and 
gallies to the weftward, near Cape Malaga, 
going away large. He immediately m'ade all 
the fail he could after them, and continued the' 
chace all- night. 

On Sunday 9 the thirteenth, in the mom« 
ing, he was within three leagues of the ene« 
my, who brought to with their heads to the 
fouthward, the wind being eafterly, formed^ 
their line, and lay to receive him. Theip 
line confided of fifty-two (hips, and twenty- 
four galli^ ; they were very ftrong in the cen- 
tre, and weaker in the van . and rear ; to fup- 
ply which, mod of their gallies were divided* 
into thofe quarters. In the centre was Mon-* 
fieur de Thouloufe with the white fquadron ;. 
in the van, the white and blue ; and in the 
rear the blue : each admiral had his vice and 
rear-admiral. 

Our line C9nfi(led of fifty-three (hips, the* 
admirals Byng*s and Ditk's being' in the cen- 
tre ; Sir Cloudefly Shovel and Sir John Lealc 
led the van, and the Dutch the rear. The ad- 
miral ordered the Swallow and Panther, with 
the Lark and Newport, and two fire (hips,, to 
lie to the windward of them, that, in cafe the 
enemy's van (hould pu(h through our Hnes with 

thei 
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their galHes. and fireibips, thej migiit give 
them romediverfion. 

They bore down upon the enemy ia order 
of battle, a little after ten o'clock, ivhen, be- 
ing about half gun-ihot from them, they fei 
all their tails at once^ and (eemed to intend to 
&-etch a-head and weather them; (6 that the 
admiral, after firing a chace-ganat the French 
admiral to (lay for him, of which he took no 
notice, put thefignal out, and began the bat« 
tle, which fell very heavy on die Royal Ca* 
tharinp, the St. George» and the Shrewi^ 
bury, 

About two in the afternoon, ^he enemy't 
van gave way to onr's, and the battle ended 
with the day, when the enemy went away, by^ 
the help of their gallies, to the leeward. In 
the night, the wind fhitied to^the n9^rthward> 
and in 'the morning to the weft ward ; which 
gave Che enemy the wiad of as. They lay by 
all day within three leagyes of one another^ 
repairing their defers ; and at night they filed * 
and Itood to die nortiiward* 

On the fifteenth, in the morning, the ene* 
my vvas got four or five leagues to the^wind- 
ward or our fleet ; but a little before noon we 
bad a cireeze of wind eallerly with which the 
admiral bore down on them till fonr o'clock in 
the ai'tenioon-; but being too late to engages 
they brought to, and lay widi their heads to 
the northward all night. 

On the fixteenth, in the morningy the wind 
being fttll eiilierlyi hazy weather^ aad having 
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ao fight of the enemy or their fcouts, tfiey 
filed and bore away to the weftward, fuppofing 
th^y would have gone away for Cadiz ; but, 
being advifed from Gibraltar, and the coaft of 
^rbary, that they did not pafs the Streights, 
our admiral concluded they had been to fe- 
merely treated, as to oblige them to return to 
ThoulQD, 

The admiral fidd, he mnft do the officers 
the julUce to (ay» That every man in the line 
did his duty» without the leaft umbrage for 
cenfure or refleflion ; and that he never ob- 
ferved the true £ngii(h fpirit fo apparent and 
prevalent in our feimen as on this occafion. 

This battle was fo much the more glorious 
to her majedy's arms, becaule the enemy had 
a fuperiorlty of fix hundred great guns» and 
likewife the advantage of cleaner (hips, being 
lately come oat of |>of ts nut to mention the 
great ufe of their ^lies in towing on or off 
their great ihipSf an& in fupplying them with 
frelh men as often as they had any killed or 
diiiibled. But all thefe diladvantages were fuc- 
mounted by the prudence and good condu^of 
the admiral, his officers* and the undaunted 
courage of our fea^men. 

Of the £ng)i(h, there were one thoufand, 
fix hundred, and thirty-two wounded ; and 
frx hundred and eighty-feven fiain; befides 
thiriy-orie officers wouuded, and eight flatn ; 
in ail, killed and wounded, two thoufand, 
thice hundred, and fifty '-eight. The chief of- 
ficers killed were Sir Afldi<ew Lalte and captain 
Cow« . This 
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.This dor.e^ and the admiral having left tWd^ 
thoufand Englifh marines in Gibralur, with a 
i^ufiicient qoaiitity of ftores^and provifions, and 
fbrty>eighc gans, betides one h a ndred that were 
ifi the town before, and the feafon of the year 
being far advanced, he retomed home with 
the great fliips, and was very favourably re- 
ceived by her majefty, and his royal highnefs^ 
the lord-high-adiniral ; and the qiieen was con- 
gratulated by the hoafe of cofiiinons upon the 
vi£lory obtained by her fleet under the com- 
mand, and by the courage and conduct, of Sir 
George Rook. 

But, notwithflanding all this, there were 
fonnd to be fon::e people To wicked, partial,, 
and malevolent, that nothing bad enough, 
coold be fald by c'hem of the admiraPs conduct 
and enterprizes. Some of thofe pretend an 
high efteem apd vajuefor Sir Clouded y Shovel 
if therefore they are willing to take hi$. 
word for Sir George, he fays. The engage- 
ment was very iharp, and he thought the like 
between two fleets had never been at any 
time ; that a great many of the fliips had fuf- 
fered much, but none more than Sir George 
Rook and captain Jennings in the St. George. 
And as for the Dutch, who were never back- 
ward to complain, if they thought any of our- 
admirals tardy in. their duly, admiral Calem.- 
burg, upon this occafion, wrote to the ftates,. 
That, in a council of war, called by Sir 
George the day after the fight, it appeared,, 
'that admii al Rook, with^'thc centre, had b en. 

ej^gagecL 
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••ngaged in a very (harp fight ; and that hef 
majefly's (hips of the faid admiral's diviiioa. 
Ibad likewife fpent the greateil part, of their 
powder and fhot ; {o that they had not above 
ten rounds left, which would not ferve abovo: 
9n hoar's fight. 

The reverend Dr. Stanhope, in his thankH* 
giving- feimon before her niajefty at St. Paprs- 
on the twenty- feventh of June, 1706, very 
juflly fays of the taking of Gibra]tar> and of 
this (ea-fight/ That we were foon intruded ill, 
the mighty concernment of the firft, by the fea«» 
ibnable refrefhinents oar fleets* fouiul there». 
a/ter a battle fought, on our fide, with great 
inequality of force, but with what refolutioa 
and fuccefs, we need no other evidences than 
the difability of making any formidable figure 
at Tea, which the French have manifeflly Iain 
under ever fince. 

The Whigs, who had now entirely engrofTtd; 
the management of affairs, were extremeljt 
alarmed ; and they took fo much pains to hin* 
der Sir George from receiving the compliments 
ufual upon fuqh fucceffes, that it became viii- 
ble he moft either give way, or a change very, 
fyeedily happen in the adminillration. There* 
fore, that the affairs of the nation might not 
receive any obilruclion or didurbance upon. 
his account, be reiblved to retire from public, 
bufinefs ; and paffed the remainder of his days 
as a private gentlemen, syid for the moli part 
at his feat i.n Kent, A private feal was offered 

him- 
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Jiim for paiHng his accounts ; but he refiifedit» 
and floade them up in the ordinary way, with 
all the exadlnefs imaginable. <■ 

The gotit, which had, for many years^ 
greatly a'fflided him, brought him at lad to hi) 
grave. He died, on the twenty-fourth day of 
January, 1708-9, in the tifty^eighth year of 
his dec. 

He was thrice married ; firft, to a daughter 
of Sir Thomas Howe, of Cold- Berwick, in 
Wiltfhire, baronet; next, to a daughK^r of 
colonel Francis I. at terell, of Dunfter caiUe, im 
Somerfetflare, who died in childbed of her 
firft child, George Rcoki cfq* the foie heir of 
his father's fortune ; ladly, to a daughter G^ 

S'r K^natchbull, of Merlham-Hatch, in 

Kent, baronet 

Sir George's aeal for the church, and his 
adherence to that fort of men who, ia his 
time, were known by that ever mutuable and 
varying name cf Tories, made him the darling 
of one party, and expofed him no lefs to the 
averBon of the other. This is the caufe th^t 
an hiftorian finds it difficult to obtain his -true 
charadler from tlic writings of thofe who ilou- 
rffhed in the fame periods of time. The inge- 
nious and impartial Dr. C.'impbell, iu his 
Lives of the Admirals, iii&nitely the beft na- 
val hiflory rxtant, has drawn fo mafterlv and 
juft a charader of him, that we cannot more 
properly coxiclude this life thaa with a train 
icriptOML 



G« O R G E ROOK. 189 

. ** He was certainly an officer of great me- 
rit, if either condud or coarage could entitle ' 
Mm to that oharader. The former appeared 
in his behaviour on the Triih ftation, in hit 
wife and prudent management when he pre-' 
ie^ed {o great a part of the Smyrna fleet, and 
particalarly in the taking of Gibraltar, which 
was a projed conceived and executed in lefs 
than a week. Of his courage he gave abun* 
dant tefiimoniei, efpecially in burning the 
French ihips at La Hogoe, and in the battle 
of Malaga, where he behaved with all the re- 
iblution of a Britilh admiral ; and, as he wa^ 
fird in command, was fird alio in danger. In 
party-matters he was perhaps too warm and 
eager ; for all men have their failings, even 
the greated and beft ; but in adion he was 
perfectly cool and temperate ; gave his orders 
with the utmcll ierenity ; and, as he was care- 
ful in marking the condud of his officers, fb 
his candour and juftice were always confpicu* 
ous in the accounts he gave of tliem to his fu« 
periors ; he there knew no party, no private 
coniiderations, but commended merit when 
ever it ''appeared. He had a fortitude of mind 
that enabled him to behave with dignity upon 
all ,occa£on«, in the day of examination as well 
as in the day of battle; and, though he was 
more than once called to the bar of the hou(e 
•of commons, yet he always efcaped cenfure- 
as he likewife did before the lords ; not by 
fliiftbg the fault upon others^ or meanly com- 
plying 
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plying' with the temper of the times ; hut hf 
ttiaintaining fleadily what he thought right, 
and fpeaking his fenciments with that freedom 
which becomes an EnglifhrnaD^ whenever his 
-condaft in his country's fervipe is brought in 
^ueftion. In a word, he was equally fuperiof 
to popular clamqi^r and popular applaufe; but> 
above all, he had a noble contempt for foreign 
intbrefb when incompatible with oar own ; and 
•knew not whet it was to feek the favour of the 
^reat but by performing fuch a^ons as de- 
jlerved it. -In his private life^ he was a good 
fauA)and and kind mailer ; lived hofpitably to- 
wards his neighbours, and left behind him a 
noderate fortune ; ib moderate, that, when 
lie came to make his willy it furprifed thole 
who were [prefent ; but Sir George aiSgned 
the reafon in a few words. * I do not leave 
much/ faid he, * but what I leave was ho- 
neftly gotten ; it never coft a failor a tear, or 
•Ihe nauon a farthing." 
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